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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


December tft, 17416 


Lhe new Houfe of Commons being met, the Upper came from the Houfe 
of Lords, with His Majefty’s commands for their immediate attend- 
ance, when they were ordered to chufe a Speaker ; and being returned, 
Mr, Petnam addreffed himfelf in the following manner to the. Clerk 
of the Houfe. 


Mr. Harpbine, 


S we are here aflembled, in purfuance of the imperial f{ummons, 

it is neceflary, in obedience to His Majefty’s commands, and 

the eftablifhed cuftom of this Houfe, we proceed immediately to the 
choice of a perfon qualified for the Chair. 


Gentlemen, It is with 
10 common degree of fatisfaction, that I obferve this affembly fo 
numerous on the firft day; becaufe whatever is tranfacted by us, muft 
necefiarily be confidered by the nation with more regard, as it is ap- 
proved by a greater number of their reprefentatives ; and becaufe the 
prefent affair, which relates particularly to this Houfe, muft be more 

fatisfactorily conducted, as our number is greater; fince every man 
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muft willingly abide by his own choice, and chearfully fubmitto that 
authority, of which he has himfelf concurred to the eftablifhment. 
The qualifications required in the perfon who fhall fill the chair, 
to his-own reputation, and the advantage of the Houfe, it is not 
neceflary minutely to recount; it being obvious to every Gentleman ~ 


LSS a 


eed bus. oes.t ie 
a 


oe 
So Py 


who hears me, that he muft poffefs fuch an equality of temper, as 


Pats 


may énable him always to preferve a fteady and impartial attention, 
neither difcompofed by the irregularities into which fome Gentlemen 
unacquainted with the forms of this aflembly may eafily fall, nor 
difconcerted by the heat and turbulence to which, in former parlia- 


a eee PR TAT 


SiS ls sisi 


ments, fome of thofe whofe experience might have taught them the 
neceflity of decency, have been too often hurried by the eagerne{s 
of controverfy. ‘That he muft add to this perpetual ferenity, fuch a 
firmnefs of mind, as may enable him to reprefs petulance and fubdue- 


contumacy, and fupport the orders of the Houfe, in whatever con- 
trariety of counfels, or commotion-of debate, againft-all attempts of 
infra€tion or deviation. That to give efficacy to his interpofitions, 
and procure veneration to his decifions, he muft, from his general 


e peer ovr, 
ied 


character and perfonal qualities, ce ve fuch dignity and authority, as 


may naturally ote the minds of others to obedience, as may fup- 
prefs the murmurs of envy, and prevent iS {trugeles of competition. 

Tv lif 

f 


Dhefe sualigeatione were eminently confpicuous in. the Gentleman 
the Chair in the earlier part of my life, and who is now 
one of the ornaments of the other Houfe. Such were his abilities, 
and fuch his conduct, that it would be prefumptuous in any man, 
however endowed by nature, or acco! nplithed by ftudy, to afpire to 
furpafs him; nor can a higher encomium be eafily conceived, than 
Wauee 1 


chat perfon, who was thought worthy to 


he office which we have now to confer, is not only arduous with 
regard to the abilities necefla ary to the execution of it, but extremely 

aborious, fuch as requires continual attendance, 
and inceflant application; nor can it be expected that any man would 


J 


engage in it, who is not ready to devote his time and his health ‘to 
the fervice of the public, and to ft 


itrucs 


ggle with fatigue and reftraint 


oa 


Gh re | 
burthenfome and 


by Ses 


for the shag. 9 of his country. 

ntieman whom I fhall propofe to your choice; ene 

yhote zeal for the prefent imperial houfe, and the profperity ie the 

nation, has, been: always acknowledged, and of whom it cannot be 
fuipected 
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fufpected that he will be deterred by any difficulties from a province 
which will afford him fo frequent opportunities of promoting the 
common intereft of the Emperor and the people. 

What fuccefs may be expected from his endeavours, we can only 
judge from his prefent influence; influence produced only by his 
private virtues, but fo extenfive in that part of the nation which lies 
within the reach of his beneficence, and the obfervation of his merit, 
that it fets him not only above the danger, but above the fear of 
Oppolition, and fecures him a feat in this aflembly without conteft. 

Thus deputed by his country to many fucceffive fenates, he has 


acquired an unrivalled degree of knowledge in the methods of our 


on gi 
proceedings, and an eminent dexterity in digefting them with that 
order and perfpicuity by which only the tranfa@tion of great affairs 
can be made expeditious, and the difcuffion of difficult queftiows be 
difentangled from perplexity ; qualities which are now made particu- 
larly neceflary by the importance of the fubjeéts to be confidered in 
‘this fenate: fo that I doubt not but you will unanimoufly concur 
with me indefiring that the Chair may be filled by a perfon eminently 
diftinguifhed by his knowledge, his integrity, his diligence, and his 
reputation ; and therefore I move, without fcruple, that the Right 
Hon. Arthur Onflow, Efq; be called to the Chair. 

Then Mr. Clurrersucx feconded the motion in this manner : 
That I am not able to add any thing to the encomium on the Right 
Honourable Gentleman nominated to the Prefident’s Chair, gives 
meno concern, becaufe 1am confident, that in the opinion of this 
affembly his name alone includes all panegyric, and that he who 
recommends Arthur Onflow, Efq; will never be required to give 
thé reafon of his choice. I therefore rife now only to continue the 
e, and to fecond a motion which I do 


ee 


common methods of the Hout 
not expect that any will oppofe. 

[Here the whole aflembly cried out, with a general acclamation, 
Onflow, Onflow.] 

Mr. Onstow then rofe up and faid: Though I might alledge 
many reafons againft this choice, of which the ftrongeft is my inability 
to difcharge the truft conferred upon me ina manner fuitabie to its 
importance, yet I have too high an idea of the wifdom of this aflem- 
bly, to imagine that they form any refolution without juft motives ; 
and therefore fhall think it my duty to comply tN their determina- 
tion, however oppofite to my own opinion. 
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Mr. Pelham and*Mr. Clutterbuck then Jed him to the Chair, 
where, before he went up to it, he defired, That the Houfe would 
confider how little he was qualified for the office which they were 
about to confer upon him, and fix their choice upon fome other per- 
fon, who might be capable of difcharging fo important a truft. 

The Members calling out, The Chair, Chair, Chair, he afcended 
the ftep, and then addrefled himfelf thus to the Houfe :—Gentlemen; 
Since it is your refolution, that I fhould once more receive the honour 
of being exalted to this important office, for which it is not neceflary 
to mention how little I am qualified, fince I may hope that thofe de- 
feéts which have hitherto been excufed, will ftill find the fame indul- 
gence ; my gratitude for a diftinGion fo little deferved, will always 


incite me to confult the honour of the Houfe, and enable me to 


fupply by duty and diligence what is wanting in my knowledge and 


December 4th, 17446 


The King came again to the Houfe of Lords, and the Commons being fent 
for, His Majefty approved their choice of a Prefident, and made a 
fpeech to both Houfes, in which he reprefented to them, That their 


counfel was in a particular manner neceflary, as they were en- 


gaged 


gaged in a war with Spain, as the affairs of all Europe were in 


confufion, by the confederacy. of many formidable powers for the 
deftruGtion of the Houfe of Auftria; that both Houfes of the pre- 
ceding feffion had come to the ftrongeft refolutions in favour of 
the Queen of Hungary, but that the other powers who were 
equally engaged to fupport her, had not yet aéted according to their 
ftipulations ; that he had endeavoured to affift her ever fince the 
death of the Emperor Charles, and hoped that a juft fenfe of com- 
_mon danger would induce other nations to unite with him; but 
“that in this uncertain fituation, it was neceflary that Britain fhould 
be in a condition of fupporting itfelf and its allies, as any exigency 
might require. LHe therefore ordered the eftimates for the enfuing 
year to be laid before the Commons.—This fpeech being under the con= 
fideration of the Houfe of Lords, Lord Manton fpoke in the fol- 
lowing manner. 
My Lords, ‘Though the prefent perplexity of our affairs, the con- 
trariety of opinions produced by it, and. the warmth with which 


each 
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each opinion will probably be fupported, might juftly difcourage me 


from propofing any of my fentiments to this great aflembly, yet I 


cannot 'reprefs my inclination to offer a motion, in my opinion, regu- 
lar and feafonable, and which, if it fhould appear otherwife to your 
Lordfhips, will, I hope, though it fhould not be received, at leaft be 
forgiven, becaufe I have never before wearied your. patience, or 
interrupted or retarded your confultations. Wy 

But I am very far from imagining that by this motion I can give 
any occafion to debate or oppofition, becaufe I fhall propofe no inno- 
vation in the principles, or alteration of the practice of this aflembly, 
for intend any thing more than to lay before your Lordfhips my 
opinion of the manner in which it may be proper to addrefs His 
Majefty. 

To return Him our humble thanks for His moft gracious fpeech 
from the throne, and, at the fame time, to prefent unto His Majefty 
‘our fincere and joyful congratulations on his fafe and happy return 
into this empire. | 

To obferve with the utmoft thankfulnefs the great concern which 
His Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs for carrying on the juft and 
neceflary war againft Spain, which we hope, by the divine bleffing 
upon His Majefty’s arms, will be attended with fuccefs equal to the 
juftice of his caufe, and the ardent wifhes of his people. ‘That, 

Fis Majefty has fo truly reprefented the impending dangers to 
which Europe is expofed, in the prefent critical conjuncture, as muft 
awaken, in every one, an attention fuitable to the occafion: And we 
cannot but be fully fenfible of the evil confequences arifing from the 
defigns and enterprizes, formed and carrying on for the {ubverfion 
or reduction of the Houfe of Auftria, which threaten fuch apparent 
mifchiefs to the common caule, 

To acknowledge his imperial goodnefs in exprefling fo earneft 
a defire to receive, and fo high a regard for, the advice of His Par- 
liament: His Majefty, fecure of the loyalty and affections of His 
people, may rely upon that, with the beft grounded confidence; and 
to aflure His Majefty, that we will not fail to take the important 
points, which he has been pleafed to mention to us, into our moff 
ferious confideration ; and, in the moft dutiful manner, to offer to 
His Majefty fuch advice as fhall appear to us to be moft conducive to. 
the honour and true intereft of His crown and kingdoms. ‘To affure 
His Majefty that we have a due fenfe, how much the prefent pofture 
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of affairs calls upon usfor that unanimity, vigour, and difpatch, which 
His Majefty has fo wifely recommended to us; and to give His Ma- 
jefty the ftrongeft affurances, that we will vigoroufly and heartily 
concur in all juft and neceflary meafures for the defence and fupport 
of His Majefty, the maintenance. of the balance and liberties of 
Europe, and the affiftance of our allies. 

That as duty and affeétion to His Majefty are, in us, fixed .and 
unalterable principles, fo we feel the impreffions of them, at this time, 
fo ftrong and lively in our. breafts, that we cannot omit to lay hold 
on this opportunity of approaching His imperial prefence, to renew 
the moft fincere profeffions of our conftant and inviolable fidelity : 
And to promife His Majefty, that we will, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to us, exert ourfelves for the defence and prefervation of His 
facred perfon and government, and the maintenance of the Proteftant 
fucceffion in His imperial houfe, on which the continuance of the 
Proteftant religion, and the liberties of Britain, ae under God, 
depend, 

My Lords, As this addrefs will not obftru& any future enquiries, 
by any approbation of paft meafures, either pofitive or implied, I 
doubt not but yourLordfhips will readily concur in it, and am per- 
fuaded, that it will confirm His Majefty’s regard for our councils, 
and confidence in our loyalty. 

Lord Lovet fpoke next to this effect :—My Lords, The dangers 
which have been juftly reprefented by His Majefty, ought to remind 
us of the importance of unufual circumfpection in our condu, -and 
deter us from any innovations, of which we may not forefee the con- 
fequences, at a time when there may be no opportunity of repairing 
any mifcarriage, or correcting any miftake, 

There appears, my Lords, not to be at this time any particular 
reafon for changing the form of our addreffles, no privileges of our 
Houfe have been invaded, nor any defigns formed pipe: the public. 


His Maje ity has ¢€ evidently not/deviated from the practice of the wife 


: £5, , f 
and moft nalaved of our Britifh monarchs ; he has, upon this emer- 
gence of ‘unexpected difficulties, flinite ned the fenate to counfel and 
affift him; and furely it will not be confiftent with the wifdom of this 


Floufe to increafe the prefent ‘perplexity of our affairs, by new em- 


barraflments, which may be eafily imagined like] ly to arife Trom an 
addrefs different from thofé’ Which ‘cuftom has eftablifhed, 


2 | The 
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The profpeét which now lies. before us, a profpect which prefents 
us only with dangers, diftraction, invafions, and revolutions, ought 
to engage our attentions, without leaving us at leifure for difputations 
upon ceremonies or forms. It ought to be the care of pia Lord in 
this Houfe, not how to pate but how to advife his Majefty ; how 
to affift the councils of the public, and contribute to fuch determina- 
tions, as may avert td calamities that impend over mankind, and ftop 
the wild excurfions of power an d ambition. 

We ought to reflect, my Lords, that the expectations of all Europe 
areraifed by the convocation of this Affembly ; and that from our re- 
folutions, whole nations are waiting for their fentence. And how will 
mankind be difappointed when they fhall hear, that inftead of declaring 
war upon ufurpers, or impofing peace on the difturbers of mankind, in- 
ftead of equipping navies to direct the courfe of commerce, or railing 
armies to regulate the ftate of the continent, we met here in a full 


afiembly, and ican upon the form of an addi refs. 


petty debates neat minute ‘here: and engage a “al in the great at- 
tempt of re-eftablifhing quiet in the world, and fettling the limits of 
the kingdoms of Europe. 

Then Lord CarrereT fpoke in fubftance as follows:—My 
Lords, there is I find at leaft one point upon which it is probable that 
thofe will now agree whofe fentiments have hitherto been, on almoft 
every occafion, widely different. ‘The danger of our prefent fituation 
is generally allowed ; but the confequences deduced from it are : con- 
trary to each other, as give little hopes of that unanimity which times 
of danger particularly require. 

It is alledced by the noble Lord who fpoke laft, that fince we are 
now involved in difficulties, we ought only to enquire how to extri- 
cate ourfelves, and theréfore pught . n coe to leave ourfelves the right of 
enquiring how we were entangled in them, left the perplexity of dif- 
ferent confiderations fhould diffipate our attention, and difable us from 
forming any ufeful determinations, or exerting any vigorous efforts 
for our deliverance. 

But, in my opinion, my Lords, the moft probable way of removing 
difficulties, is to examine how they were produced, and by confe« 
quence to whom they are to be imputed ; forcertainly, my Lords, ig 
is not to be hoped that we fhall regain what we have loft, but by 
meafures different from thofe which have reduced us to our prefent 
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ftate, and by the affiftance of other counfellors than thofe who have 
funk us into the contempt, and expofed us to the ravages of every 


(Sis 


nation throughout the world. 

That this enquiry, my Lords, may be free and unobftructed, it is 
necefiary to addrefs the Throne, after the manner of our anceftors, 
in general terms, without defcending to particular facts, which, as 
we have not yet examined them, we can neither cenfure nor approve. 
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It has been objected by the noble Lord, that foreign nations will be 
difappointed by hearing, that inftead of menaces of vengeance, and 
declarations of unalterable adherence to the liberties of Europe, we 


have wafted our time at this important juncture in fettling the form 
of an addrefs. 


That little time may be wafted on this oceafion, I hope your Lord- 


fhips will very fpeedily agree to an addrefs fuitable to the dignity of 


‘a 


thofe who make it, and to the occafion upon which it is made; for I 
cannot but allow, that the prefent flate of our affairs calls upon us for 
difpatch: but though bufinefs ought at this time undoubtedly to be ex- 
pedited, I hope it will not be precipitated 5 and if it be demanded 
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that the moft important queftions be firft determined, I know not ay 
thing of greater moment than that before us, 

low we shall gratify the expectations of foreign powers, ought 
not, my Lords, to be our firft or chief confideration,; we ought 
certainly firft to enquire how the people may be fet free from thol 
fufpicions, which a long train of meafures evidently tending to impair 
their privileges, has raifed; and how they may be confirmed in'their 
fidelity to the government, of which they have for many years found 
no other effects than taxes and exactions, for which they have received 
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neither protection abroad, nor encouragement at home. 


But, my Lords, if it be neceffary to confult the inclinations, and 
cultivate the efteem of foreign powers, I believe nothing will raife 
more confidence in our allies, if there be any who are not now 
afhamed of that name, or more intimidate thofe whofe defigns it is 
our intereft to defeat, than an open teftimony of our refolution no 
longer to apprave that conduct by which. the Liberty of half Europe 
has been endangered ; and not to lavifh praifes on thofe men, who 
have in twenty j years never tranfacted any thing to the real benefit of 
their country, and of whom it is highly probable that they have in the 
orefent war itipulated for the defeat of all our attempts, and agreed by 
fome execrable compact to facilitate the exaltation of the Houfe of 
Seurbon. 
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Upon what facts I ground accufations fo atrocious may juftly be 
enquired by your Lordfhips ;: nor fhall I find any difficulty in anfwer- 
ing your demand... For, if we extend our view over the whole world, 
and enquire into the ftate of’ all our affairs, we fhall find nothing but 
defeats, mifcarriages, and impotence, with their ufual confequences, 
contempt and diftruft. We fhall difcover neither any tokens of that 
fear among our enemies, which the power of the nation, and the re~ 
putation of our former victories might naturally produce, nor any 
proofs of that confidence among thofe whom we {till continue to term 
our allies, which the vigour with which we have formerly fupported 
our confederacies, give usa right to expect. Thofe whom we once 
trampled infult us, and thofe whom we once protected, give us no 
eredit. 

How reafonably, my Lords, all nations have withdrawn from us 
their reverence and efteem, will appear by a tranfient examination of 
our late conduét, whether it regarded Europe in general, or influ- 
eficed only the particular affairs of the Britifh nation ; for it will ap- 
pear beyond poffibility of doubt, that whoever has trufted the admi- 
niftration, whether their own country, or any foreign powers, has 
trufted only to be betrayed. 

There is among our allies none whom we are more obliged to fup- 
port than the Queen of Hungary, whofe rights we are engaged by all 
the folemnities of treaties to defend, andin whofe caufe every motive 
operates that can warm the bofom of aman of virtue. Juftice and 
compaftion plead equally on her fide, and we are called upon to affift 
her by our own intereft, as well as the general duty of fociety, by 
which every man is required to prevent oppreffion. 

What has been the effect of all thefe confiderations may eafily be 
difcovered from the prefent ftate of the continent, which is ravaged 
without mercy by the armies of Spainand France. Why all fuccours 
have been denied the Queen of Hungary, and why the inveterate 
and hereditary enemies of our nation, are fulfered to enlarge their do~ 
minions without refiftance ; why the rivals of our trade are left at full 
liberty to equip their fquadrons, and the perfecutors of our religion 
fuffered to over-run thofe countries from whence only we can hope 
for affiftance, when the hatred which the difference of opinions pro- 
duces, fhall threaten us with invafions and flavery, the whole world 
has long afked to no purpofe, and therefore it is without profpect of 
peceiving fatisfaCtion that 1 engage in the fame enquiry. , 
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Yet fince it is our duty to judge of the ftate of the public, anda 
true judgment can be the refult only of accurate examination, I fhall 
proceed, without being difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of former attempts, 
to difcover the motives of our late meafures, and the ends intended to 
be produced by them. 


Why the Queen of Hungary was not affifted with land forces, I 


Shall at prefent forbear to afk ; that fhe expeéted them is indeed evi- 
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ent from her folicitations ; and, I fuppofe, it is no lefs apparent from 


treaties that fhe had a right to expect ual nor 


am I able to conceive 
why fubfidies have been paid for troops which are never to be em- 
ployed, or why foreign Princes fhould bi ak < | with the plunder 


of a nation which they cannot injure, and do not defend. 
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But I know, my Lords, how eafily it may be replied, that the ex- 


pences of a land war are certain, and the event hazardous, and that 


it is always Feld to act with evident advantage on our fide, and 


that the fuperiority of Britain confifts wholly in naval armaments, 


‘That the fleets of Britain are equal in force and number of fhips to 


the united navies of the greateft part of the world; that our Admirals 


LOAD 


€ men of known bravery, and Jong experience, and therefore formi= 
dable not only for eae real abilities and natural courage, but for the 


confidence which their prefence neceflarily excitesin their follo owers, 


and the terror as mult sesso accompany fuccefs, and enervate 


thofe who are accuftomed to d 


ih 


defeats; that our failors area race of 
men diftinguifhed by their ardour for war, and their intrepidity in 
danger, from the reft of the human {pecies ; that they feem beings 
fuperior to fear, and delighted with thefe objects. which cannot be 
named without filling every other breaft with horror; that they are 
capable of rufhing upon apparent deftru@ion without reluctance, and 
of ftanding without concern amidft 
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the complicated terrors of a naval 
war, is univerfally known, and ‘confefled, my Lords, even by thofe 
whofe intereft it is to doubt or deny it. 

Upon the ocean, therefore, we are allowed to be irrefiftible, to be 
able to fhut up the ports of the Continent, ig the nations. of 
Europe within the limits of their own territor 
foreign affiftanc 
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s, deprive them of all 
ce, and put a ftop to the commerce of the world.. It 
is a lanvied that we are placed the centinels at 2 barriers of nature, 
and the arbiters of the intercourfe of mankind. 
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; Thefe are appellations, my Lords, which however fplendid, and 


oftentatious, our anceftors obtained and preferved with lefs advantages 


than 
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than, we poflefs, by whom I am afraid they are about to be forfeited. 


‘The dominion of the ocean was afferted in former times in oppofition 
to powers far more able to conteft it, ree thofe which we have fo long 
fubmiffively courted, and of which we are now evidently afraid. 

For that we fear them, my Lords, they are fufficiently convinced ; 
and it muft be confefled, with whatfoever fhame, that their opinion is 
well founded ; for to what motive but fear can it be imputed, that we 
have fo long fupported their infclence without refentment, and their 
ravages without reprifals ; that we have fitted out fleets without any 
defign of difmiffing them from our harbours, or fent them to the fea 
only to be gazed at from the fhores, by thofe whofe menaces or arti- 
fice had given occafion to their equipment, and in whom they railed 
no other emotions than contempt of our cowardice, or pity of 
our folly ? 

To what, my Lords, can it be attributed, that the Queen of Hun- 
gary has yet received no affiflance from allies thus powerful; from 
allies whofe fleets cover the fea, whofe commerce extends to the re- 
moteft part of the world, and whofe wealth may be juftly expected to 
be proportionate to their commerce. To what can we afcribe the 
confidence with which the Houfe of Bourbon threatens the ruin of a 
Princefs, who numbers among her allies the Emperor of Britain ? 

Nothing is more ev: ident, my Lords, than that the Queen of Hun- 
gary has been difappointed of the advantages which fhe POSEY. from 
her. friendfhip with this nation, only by a degree of cowarc dice too 
defpicable to be mentioned without fuch terms, as the importance of 
this Debate, and the dignity of this Aflembly, do not admit ; noris it 
lefs certain from the conduct of her enemies, that they knew what 
would be our meafures, and confided for fecurity in that cow dice 
which has never yet deceived them. 


It cannot, my Lords, be afferted, that our ally, however diftrefled, 


has yet received the leaft affiftance from our arms; neither the juftice 


of our caufe has yet been able to awaken our virtue, nor the infepara 
ble union of her intereft with our own, to excite our vigilance. 

But perhaps, my Lords, we have had no opportunity of exerting 
our force ; perhaps the fituation both of our enemies and ally was fuch, 
that neither the one could be proteéted, nor the other oppofed, by a 
naval power ; and therefore our inactivity was the effect not of want 
of courage, but want of opportunity. 
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Though our minifters, my Lords, have hitherto given no eminent 
proofs of geographical knowledge, or of very accurate acquaintance 
with the iiate of foreign cbuntries, yet there is reafon to believe that 
they muitat fome time have heard or read, that the Houfe of Auftria had 
territories in Italy ; they muft have been informed, unlefs their dif- 
burfements for fecret fervice are beftowed with very little judgment, 
that againit thefe dominions an army has been raifed by the Spaniards ; 
and they muft have difcovered, partly by the information of their 
correfpondents, partly by the infpection of a map, and partly by the 
fagacity which diftinguifhes them from all paft and prefent minifters, 
that this army was to be tranfported by fea from the coaft of Spain to 
that of Italy. 

This knowledge, my Lords, however attained, might have fur- 
nifhed minds, which have always been found fo fruitful of expedients, 
with a method of hindering the defcent of the Spanith troops, for 
which nothing more was neceflary than that they fhould have ordered 
Admiral Haddock, inftead of retiring before the Spanifh fleet of war, 
and watching them only that. they might efcape, to lie ftill before 
Barcelona, where the tranfports were ftationed, with a convoy of 
only three men of war, and hinder their departure. 

I hope it will be obferved by your Lordfhips, that though the road 
of Barcelona is open and indefenfible, though the fleet was unpro- 
tected by fhips of force, and though they lay, as I am informed, be- 
yond the reach of the guns on the fortifications upon the fhore, I 
do not require that Haddock fhould have deftroyed the army and 
the fhips. 3 

Lam too well acquainted, my Lords, with the lenity of our minif- 
ters to the enemies of their country, and am too well convinced of 
the prudence and tendernefs of the reftriGtions by which the power of 
our Admirals is limited, to expect that our guns fhould be ever ufed 
but in falutations of refpect, or exultations on the conclufion of a 
peace. I'am convinced that our minifters would fhudder at the 
name of bloodthed and deftruction, and that they had rather hear that 
a. thoufand merchants were made bankrupts by privateers, or all our 

allies déprived of their dominions, than that one Spanifh fhip was funk 
or burnt by the navies of Britain, 

But, my Lords, though they are willing to fpare the blood of their 
enemies, yet furely they might have obftru@ed their enterprifes ; they 


might 
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might have withheld thofe whom they were unwilling to ftrike, and 
have endeavoured to fright thofe whom they determined never to hurt. 

To fpeak in terms. more adapted to the fubjeét before us: That 
the fleet of Spain, a fleet of tranfports with fuch a convoy, fhould lie 
three weeks in an open road, profefledly fitted out againft an ally 
united to us by every tie of nature, and of policy, by the folemnity of 
treaties, and conformity of intereft; that it fhould lie undifturbed 
almoft within fight of a Britifh navy; that.it fhould lie there not only 
without danger, but without apprehenfion of danger, has raifed the 
aftonifhment of every nation in Europe, has blafted the reputation of 
our arms, impaired the influence of our counfels, and weakened the 
credit of our publick faith. 

There may be fome, my Lords, that will impute this abfurdity of 
our condudt, this difregard of our intereft, this defertion of our 
alliances, and this negle& of the moft apparent opportunities of fuc- 
cefs, not to cowardice but treachery, a caufe more deteftable as more 
atrocioufly criminal. 

This opinion, my Lords, I think it not neceffary to oppofe, both 
becaufe it cannot be charged with improbability, and becaufe I think 
it may be eafily reconciled with my own affertions, for cowardice 
abroad produces treachery athome; and they become traitors to their 
country who are hindered by cowardice from the profecution of her 
intereft, and the oppofition of her enemies. 

It may however be proper to declare, my Lords, that I do not im- 
pute this fatal cowardice to thofe who are entrufted with the com- 
mand of our navies, but to thofe from whom they are obliged to re- 
ceive their inftructions, and upon whom they unhappily depend for the 
advancement of their fortunes. 

It is at leaft reafonable to impute mifcarriages rather to thofe, whe 
are known to have given formerly fuch orders as a brave Admiral 
perifhed under the ignominious neceffity of obferving, than to thofe 
of whom it cannot be faid that any former part of their lives has been 
ftained with the reproach of cowardice; at leaft it is neceflary. to 
fufpend our judgment, till the truth fhall be made apparent by a rigid 
enquiry; and it is therefore proper to offer an addrefs in general 
terms, by which neither the actions or counfels. of any man {hall 
be condemned nor approved. 

It would be more unreafonable to charge our-foldiers or our failors 
with cowardice, becaufe they have fhown ¢ven in thofe.actions which 
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have failed of fuccefs, that they mifcarried rather through temerity 
than fear; and that whenever they are fuffered to attack their ene- 
mies, they are ready to march forward even where there is no pof- 
fibility of returning, and that they are only to be withheld from con- 
queft by obftacles which human prowefs cannot furmount, 

Such, my Lords, was the ftate of thofe heroes who died under the 
walls of Carthagena ; that died in an enterprife fo ill concerted, that 
Tventured with no great fkill in war, and without the leaft pretence 
to prefcience, to foretel in this Houfe that it would mifcarry. 

That it would, that it mult mifcarry; that it was even intended 
only to amufe the nation with the appearance of an expedition, with- 
out any defign of weakening our enemies, was eafily difcovered ; for 
why elfe, my Lords, was the army compofed of men newly drawn 
from the fhop, and from the plough, unacquainted with the ufe of 
arms, and ignorant of the very terms of military difcipline, when wé 
had among us large bodies of troops long kept up under the appear- 

ance of a regular eftablifhment, troops of whom we have long felt 
the bene Pi: of which the time is not, it feems, yet come, that 
we are to know the ufe. 

Thefe men, my Lords, who have fo long practifed the motions of 
battle, and who have given inthe Park fo it 3 proofs of their dexterity 
and activity, who’ have at leaft learned to diftinguifh the different 
founds of the drum, and know the yey and voices of the fubaltern 


officers at leaft, might have been imagined better qualified for an 


attempt upon a foreign kingdom, than thofe who were neceffaril i 
WeGay to every part of the military deigae and might hav 
been fent upon our firft declaration ee war, while the new Buea 
forces acquired at home the fame arts under the fr ame By ag tie 

But, my bak s, whether ee was imagined that new forces would be 
long before they learned the implicit obedience PueLers to a 


foldie 


den to collect troops of men fo tall and well-proportioned, or fo well 
fkilled in the martial arts of curling and } powdering their hai 


; whether it was imagined that it would not be eafy on a fud- 


whether it would have been dangerous to have deprived ae other 
Houfe of the councils and votes of Pg worthy members, who had 
at the fame time a feat in the fenate, and a commiffion in the army, 
it was thought neceflary to fend out raw forces to attack our enemies, 
and to keep our difciplined troops at home to awe the nation. 


Nor 
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Nor did the minifter, my Lords, think it fufficient to. obfiru@ the 
expedition to America by employing new raifed troops, unlefS they 
were likewife placed under the command of a man, who, though of 
undoubted courage, was, with refpect to the conduct of an army, as 
ignorant as themfelves. It was therefore determined, my Lords, 
that all thofe officers who had gained experience in former wars, and 

purchafed mi pion knowledge by perfonal danger, fhould be difap- 
ae and rejeCted for the fake of advancing a man, who, ashe had 
lefs fkill, was lefs likely to be fuccefsful, and was therefore more 
proper to direct an expedition propofed only to intimidate the 
Britifh nation. 

That the event was fuch as might be expected from the means, 
your Lordfhips need not to be informed, nor can it be queftioned 
with what intentions thefe means were contrived. 

Iam very far, my Lords, from charging our minifters with igno- 
rance, or upbraiding them with miftakes on this occafion, for their 
whole conduct has been uniform, and all their fchems confiftent witt 
each other; nor do I doubt their knowledge of the confequence of 
their meafures, fo far as it was te be forefeen by human prudence. 

Whether they have carried on negotiations, or made war; whether 
they have conducted our own affairs, or thofe of our ally the Queen 
of Hungary, they have ftill difcovered the fame intention, and pro- 
moted it by the fame means. ‘They have fuffered the Spanifh fleets 
to fail firft for fupplies from one port to another, and then from the 
coafts of Spain to thofe of America. They have permitted the 
Spaniards, without oppofition, to land in Italy, when it was no ' 
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fary even to withhold them from it by any a€tual violence ; 

the fleet, my Lords, been under my command, I would have only 
fent the Spanifh admiral a prohibition to fail, and am fure it *would 
have been obferved. 


‘They have neglected to purchafe the friendfhip of the King of 


Pruffia, which might perhaps have been obtained upon eafy terms 
but which we ought to have gained at whatever rate; and to con- 
clude, we have been lately informed that the sentation? is figned. 


Such, my Lords, is the conduct of the miniftry, by which.tt cannot 


be denied that we are involved in many difficulties, and expofed to 


great contempt ; but from this contempt we may recover, and dif- 
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meafures oppofite to thofe by which we have been reduced to jour 
prefent ftate. 

If we confider without that confufion which fear naturally pro. 
duces, the circumftances of our affairs, it will appear that we have 
opportunities.in our hands of recovering our lofles, and re-eftablifhing 
our reputation ; thofe lofles which have been fuffered while we had 
two hundred fhips of war at fea, which have permitted three hundred 
merchant fhips to be taken; and that reputation which has been de- 
flroyed when there was no temptation either to a compliance with 
our enemies, or to a defertion of our friends. 

It.is well known, my Lords, that we make war at prefent rather 
with the Queen than the people of Spain; and it is reafonable to 
conclude, that a war carried on contrary to the general good, and 

againft the general opinion, cannot be lafting. 

Itis certain’ that the Spaniards, whenever they have been attacked 
by men acquainted with the {cience of war, and furnifhed with necef- 
fary itores for hoftile attempts, have difcovered either ignorance or 
cowardice, and have either fled meanly or refifted unfkilfully. 

It is therefore probable, my Lords, that either our enemies will 
defift from the profecution of a war, which few of them approve; or 
that we fhall by vigorous defcents upon their coafts, and their colonies, 
the interruption of their trade, and the diminution of their forces, 
foon compel them to receive peace upon our own terms. 

But thefe advantages, my Lords, are only to be expected from a 
change of conduct, which change can never be produced by a feeming 
approbation of the paft meafures. Jam therefore of opinion, that 
we ought to addrefs the throne in general terms, according to the 
ancient practice of this Houfe. 

In confidering the Addrefs propofed, I cannot but conclude that it 
is too much, diffufed, and that it would be more forcible if it was 
more concife : to fhorten it will be no difficult tafk, by the omiffion 
of all the claufes that correfpond with particular parts of His Majefty’s 
fpeech, which [ cannot difcover the neceflity of repeating. 

In the congratulation to His Ma 
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jefty upon his return to his once 
glorious dominions, no Lord fhall concur more readily or more 
zealoufly than myfelf; nor fhall I even deny to extend my compli- 
ments to the miniftry, when it fhall appear that they deferve them ; 
but I am never willing to be lavith of praife, becaufe it becomes lefs 
valuable by being prodigally beftowed ; and on occafions fo important 

as 
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as this, I can never confent to praife before I have examined; becaufe 
enquiry comes too late after approbation. 

Lord CHoLMoNDELEY rofe next, and fpoke to this eee My 
Lords, If the dangers that threaten our happinefs and our fafety be 
fuch’ as they have been reprefented ; if ambition has extended her 
power almoft beyond a poffibility of refiftance; and opprefiion, elated 
with fuccefs, begins to defign no léefs than the univerfal flavery “of 
mankind; if the powers of Europe ftand aghaft at the calamitiés 
which hang over them, and liften with helple(s confufion to that form 
which they can neither avoid nor refift, how ditght our condu@ to 
be influenced by this uncommon ftate of affairs ? Ought we not to 
eatch the alarm while it is poffible to make preparation againit the 
danger? Ought we not toimprove, with the utmoft diligence, the 
important interval? to unite our counfels for the protection of liberty, 
and exert all our influence again{t the common enemiés of fociety, 
the unwearied difturbers of the tranquility of mankind? 

‘T’o what purpofe, my Lords, are the miferies that the prefent 
diftractions of Europe may bring upon us, fo pathetically defcribed, 
and fo accurately enumerated, if they are to produce no effect upon 
our counfels? And what effeé can be withed from them; but unani- 
mity, with that vigour and difpatch which are its natural confe- 
quences, and that fuccefs with which fteadinef$ and expedition are 
generally rewarded ? 

It might be hoped, my Lords, that thofe who have fo clear a view 
of our prefent embarraflments, and whofe fagacity and acutenefs expofe 
them to a fenfibility of future miferies, perhaps thore painful than 
would be excited: by any prefent and real calamities, fhould not be 
thus tortured to no purpofe; Every paffion, my Lords; has its proper 
object by which it may be laudably gratified, and every difpofition of 
mirid may be directed to ufeful ends:' The true ufe of that forefight 
of future events, with which fome great capacities are fo ertlinently 
endowed, is that of producing caution and fuggefting expedients. 
What advantage, my Lords, would it be to navigators, that. gheir 
pilot could by any preternatural power difcover fands or rocks, if he 
was too negligent or too ftubborn to turn the veflel out of the danger ? 

Or how, my Lords, to purfue the comparifon, would that pilot be 
treated by the crew, who; after having informed them of their ap- 
proach toa fhoal or whirlpool, and fet before them, with all his rheto« 
rick, the horrors of a fhipwreck, fhould, inftead of directing them to 
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avoid deftruction, and affifting their endeavours for their common 
fafety, amufe them with the mifcarriages of paft voyages, and the 
blunders and ftupidity of their former pilot? 

Whether any parallel can be formed between fuch ill-timed fatire, 
and wild mifconduct, and the manner in which your lordfhips have 
been treated on this occafion, it is not my province te determine. 
Nor have I any other defign than to fhow that the only proper con- 
duét in time of real danger is preparation againft it, and that wit and 
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eloquence themfelves, if employed to any other purpofe, lofe their 
excellence, becaufe they lofe their propriety. 

It does not, appear, my Lords, that the Addrefs now propofed in- 
cludes any approbation ef paft meafures, and therefore it is needlefs ta 
enquire on this occafion whether the conduct of our Minifters or Ad- 
mirals deferves praife or cenfure. 

It does not appear, my Lords, that by cenfuring any part of our 
late conduct, however detrimental to the publick it may at prefent be 
imagined, any of our loffes. will be repaired, or any part of our re- 
putation retrieved ; and therefore, fuch proceedings would only retard 
our counfels, and divert our thoughts from more. important confi- 
derations ;. confiderations which his Majefty has recommended to us, 
and which cannot be more ftrongly, prefled upon us than.by the noble 
Lord. who. oppofed, the. motion; for he moft powerfully incites to 
ananimity and attention, who moft ftrongly reprefents the danger of 
our fituation. | 

Of the good effects of publick confultations, I need not obferve, 
my Lords, that they arife from the joint endeavour of many. under- 
ftandings co-operating to the fame end; from the reafonings and.ob- 
fervations of many individuals. of different ftudies, inclinations and 
experience, all directed to the illuftration of the fame.queftion, which 
is therefore fo, accurately difcuffed, fo varioufly, illuftrated, and fo 
amply difplayed, that, a more comprehenfive view is obtained of its 
relations. and confequences, than canbe hoped from the: wifdom or 
knowledge of any fingle man. 

But this,advantage, my Lords, can only bevexpected. from union 
and COMEMTACRER for when the, different members of a: national 
council enter with different defigns, and exert their abilities not fo 
mu to promgte any, general purpofes, as to obviate the meafures, 
and confute the arguments of each other, the public is deprived of all 
; 


the benefit that might be expected. from the. collective wifdom. of 
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affemblies, whatever may be the capacity of thofe who compofe them. 
The fenate thus divided and difturbed, will perhaps conclude with lefs 
prudence than any fingle member, as any man may more eafily difco- 
ver truth without affiftance, than when others of equal abilities are 
employed in perplexing his enquiries, and i interrupting the operations 
of his mind. 

Thus, my Lords, it might be fafer for a nation, even in time of 
terror and diforder, to be deprived of the counfels of this Houfe, than 
to confide in the determinations of an affembly not uniform in its 
views, nor connected in its interefts; an affembly from which little 
can be hoped by thofe who obferve that it cannot, without a tedious 
debate, prolonged with all the heat of oppofition, difpatch the frtt 
and moft curfory part of publick bufinefs,—an Addrefs to his Majefty. 

It has been for a long time a practice too frequent, to confound 
paft with prefent queftions, to perplex every debate by an endlefs 
multiplication of objects, and to obftrucét cur determinations by fub- 
ftituting one enquiry in the place of another. 

The only queftion, my Lords, now before us is, whether the Ad- 
drefs which the noble Lord propofed, implies any commendation of 
paft meafures, not whether thofe meafures deferve to be commended: 
which is an enquiry not at prefent to be purfued, becaufe we have not 
now before us the means of attaining fatisfaction in it, and’ which 
ought therefore to be delayed till it fhall be your Lordfhips pleafure 
to appoint a day for examining the ftate of the nation, and to demand 
thofe letters, inftructions, and memorials, which are neceflary to an 
accurate and fenatorial difquifition. 

In the mean time, fince it is at leaft as expedient for me to vindi- 
cate, as for others to accufe thofe of whofe conduct neither they nor 
I have yet any regular cognifance, and I may juftly expeé& from the 
candour of your Lordfhips, that you will be no lefs willing to hear 
an apologift than a'cenfurer, I will venture to fufpend the true quef- 
tion a few moments, to juftify that condué which has been fo wan- 
tonly and fo contemptuoufly derided. 

That the prefervation of the Houfe of Auftria, my Lords, ought 
to engage the clofeft attention to the Britifh nation, is freely con- 
felled. It is evident that by no other means our commercé, our li- 
berty, or our religion can be fecured, or the Houfe of Bourbon re- 
ftrained ‘from overwhelming the univerfe. It is allowed that the 
Queen of Hungary has a claim to our affiftance by other ties than 
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thofe of intereft.; thatit.was promifed upon the faith of treaties, and 
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it is demanded by the loudeft calls. of honour, juftice and compafiion. 
And did it not appear too juvenile and romantic, I might add, that 
her perfonal excellencies, are fuch as might call armies to her affift- 


ance from the remoteft cotners of the earth ; that her conftancy in 
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the aflertion of her rights might animate every generous mind with 


equal firmnefs ; and her intrepidity in the midft of danger and diftrefs, 


Bie sis 


when every day brings accounts of new encroachments, and every 


new encroachment difcourages thofe from, whom fhe. may claim af- 
fiftance from declaring in her favour, might infpire with ardour for 
her: prefervation.all thofe in whom virtue can excite reverence, or 
whom calamities unjuftly inflicted can touch with indignation. 

Nor am [ afraid to affirm, my Lords, that the condition of this 
‘Nuftrious Princefs raifed all thefe emotions in the Court of Britain, 
and that the vigour of our proceedings will appear proportioned to 
our ardour for her fuccefs., No fooner was the true ftate of affairs in- 
conteitably known, than twelve thoufand auxiliary troops were hired, 
and commanded to march to her affiftance, but her affairs making it 
more. cligible for her, to employ her own fubjectsin her defence, and 
the want of money being the only obftacle that hindered her from 
raifing armies proportioned to thofe of her enemies, fhe required, 
that inftead of troops a fupply of money might be fent her, with 
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which his Majefty willia 


§ ely complied. 
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he Britifh minifters in the mean. time endeavoured, by tne 

{trongeft arguments and.moft importunate folicitations, to animate 

her allies to equal vigour, or to procure her affiftance from other 

SF ey 
Rae eee or gh ss ante Rete OU tk ae eae gdh; : . 
the efiects of their enceavours are not yet manifeft, it cannot be im- 


powers. whofe interefi was more remotely affected by her diftrefs ; if 


puted to the want cither of fincerity or diligence; and if any other 
powers fhould be perfuaded to arm in the common caufe, it ought to 
be afcribed to the influence of the Britifh counfels. 

In the profecution of the war with Spain, it does not appear, my 
Lords, that any meafures have been neglected, which prudence, or 
bravery, or experience could be expected to dictate. If we,haye fuf- 


fered greater lofles than we expected, if our.enemies have been fome- 
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times favoured by the winds, or fometimes have been fo happy as to 
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conceal their defigns, and, clude the diligence of our commanders; 

who is to be cenfured? or what is to.be concluded, but that which 


neve: was denied, that the chance of war is uncertain, that men 
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are inclined to make fallacious calculations of the probabilities of fu- 
ture events, and that our enemies may fometimes be: as artful, as 
diligent, and as fagacious as ourfelves ? 

It was the general opinion of the Britifh people, my Lords, if the 
general opinion may be collected from the clamours and expectations 
which every man has had opportunities of obferving, that in declaring 
war upon Spain, we only engaged to chaitife ‘the infolence of a 
nation of helplefs favages, who might indeed'rob and murder a de= 
fencelefs trader, but who could only hold up their hands and cry out 
for mercy, or fkulk in fecret creeks and unfrequented coafts, when 
fhips of war fhould be fitted out againft them. They imagined that 
the fortifications of the Spanifh citadels would be abandoned at the 
firft found of cannon, and that their armies would turn their backs 
at the fight of the ftandard of Britain. 

It was not remembered, my Lords, that the greateft part of our 
trade was carried’ on in fight of the Spanifh coafts, and that our 
merchants muft be confequently expofed to inceflant moleftation from 
light vefiels, which our fhips of war could not purfue over-rocks and 
fhallows. It was not fufficiently confidered, that a trading nation 
muft always make war with a nation that has fewer merchants, 
under the difadvantage of being more expofed to the rapacity of pri- 
vate adventurers. How much we had to fearon this account. was 
{hewn us by the late war with France, in which the privateers of a 
few petty ports, injured the commerce of this-nation, more than their 
mighty navies and celebrated admirals. 

My Lords, it would very little become this aucuft Affembly, this 
Affembly fo renowned for wifdom, and for jultice, to confound want 
of prudence with want of fuccefs, fince on many, occafions the wifeft 
meafures may be defeated by accidents which could not be forefeen.; 
fince they may fometimes be difcovered by deferters, or {pies, and 
fometimes eluded by an enemy equally fkilful with ourfelves in the 
fcience of war. 

That any of thefe apologies are neceflary to the adminiftration, I 
am far from intending to infinuate, for 1 know not that we. have 
failed of fuccefs in any of our defigns, except the attack of Cartha- 
gena, of which the mifcarriage cannot at Jeaft be imputed to the mi- 


niftry ; nor is it evident that any other caufes of it are,to be affigned 


than the difficulty of the enterprife:, and when, my Lords, did any 
nation make war; without experiencing fome difappointments ? 
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Thefe confiderations, my Lords, I have thought myfelf obliged; by 
my regard to truth and juftice, to lay before. you, to diffipate thofe fuf- 
picions and that anxiety which might have. arifen. from, a different 
reprefentation of our late meafures ; for I cannot.but.once more, ob, 
ferve, that a vindication of the conduct of the miniftry is by no. means 
a neceflary preparative tothe Addrefs propofed. 

The Addrefs which was fo modeftly offered to your Lordfhips, can- 
not be faid to contain any more than a general anfwer to his Ma- 
jefty’s fpeech, and fuch declarations of our duty and affeGtion,.as: are 
always due to our Sovereign, and always expected by him on fuch 
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occafions. 
If our allies have been negle&ted or betrayed, my Lords; we thall 


be fill at liberty to difeover and to punifh negligence fo detrimental, 
and treachery fo reproachful to the Britifh nation. If in the war 
againft Spain we had failed of fuccefs, we fhall ftill referve in our own 
hands the right of enquiring whether we were unfuccefsful by. the 
fiiperiority of our enemies, or by our own fault ; whether our com- 
wanders wanted orders, or negleéted to obey them; for whatclaufe 
can be produced in the Addrefs by which any of thefe enquiries.can be 
fuppofed to be predetermined ? 

Let us therefore remember, my Lords, the danger of our. prefent 
ftate, and the neceffity of fteadinefs, vigour and wifdom: for our own 
prefervation and that of Europe; let us confider that publick wifdom 
isthe 'refult of united counfels, and fteadinefs and vigour, of united 
influence; Jet us remember that our example may be of equal. ufe 
with our affaftance, and that both the allics and the fubjects of Great 
Britain will be conjoined by our union, and. diftraéted by our divi- 
fions } and let us therefore endeavour to promote the general intereft 
ofthe world, by an unanimous Addrefs to his Majefty in the ternts 
propofed by the noble Lord. 

Qord Taxsor fpoke in the following manner :—My Lords, after 
the difplay of the prefent {tate of Europe, and the account of -the. 
meafutes of the Britith minifters, which the noble Lord who fpoke 
againft the motion has laid before you, there is little. neceffity for 
another attempt to convince you that ourliberty andthe Jiberty of 
Europe are in danger, or of ‘difturbing your reflections by another 
enumeration of follies and misfortunes. 

"To mention the folly of our’ méafures’ is “fuperfluous likewife for 


another réafon. “They who do not already acknowledge: it may be 
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juftly fufpected of fuppreffing their convition; for how can it be 
poffible, that they who cannot produce a fingle inftance of wifdom or 
fortitude, who cannot point out one enterprife’ wifely concerted and 


fuccefsfully executed, can yet fincerely declare, that nothing has been, 


omitted which our intereft required ? 

The meafures, my Lords, which are: now purfued, are the fame 
which for twenty months have kept the whole nation in continual 
difturbance, and have raifed the indignation of every man, who 
private intereft was not promoted by them. Thefe meafures cannot 
be faid to be rafhly cenfured, or condemned before they are feen in 
their full extent, or expanded into all their confequences ; for they 
have been profecuted, my Lords, with all the confidence of authority, 
and all the perfeverance of obftinacy, without any other oppofition 
than fruitlefs clamours, or petitions unregarded, And what confe- 
quences have they produced? What but poverty and diftractions at 
home, and the contempt and infults of foreign powers? What but 
the neceflity of retrieving by war the loffes fuftained by timorous and 
dilatory negotiations ; and the mifcarriages of a war, in which only 
folly and cowardice have involved us? 

Nothing, my Lords, is more aftonifhing, than that it fhould be 
afferted in this Aflembly that we have no ill fuccefs to complain of. 
Might we not hope for fuccefs, if we have calculated the events of 
war, and made a fuitable preparation? And how is this to be done, 
but by comparing our forces with that of our ehemy, who muft un- 
doubtedly be more or lefs formidable according to the proportion 
which his treafures and his troops bear to our own ? 

Upon the affurance of the certainty of this practice, upon the evi- 
dence, my Lords, of arithmetical demonftration, we were inclined 
to believe, that the power of Britain was not to be refifted by Spain, 
and therefore demanded that our merchants fhould be no longer 
plundered, infulted, imprifoned and tortured by fo defpicable an 
enemy. 

That we did not forefee all the canfequences of this demand, we 
are now ready to confefs ; we did not conjecture that new troops 
would be raifed for the invafion of the Spanifh dominions, only that 
we might be reduced to the level with our enemies. We did. not 
imagine that the fuperiority of our naval force would produce no 
other confequence than an inequality of expence, and that the royal 
navies of Britain would be equipped only for fhew, only to harrafs 
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the failors with the hateful moleftation of an imprefs,.and to weaken 
the crews.of our mercantile veflels, that they might be more ealily 
taken by the privateers of Spain, 

We did not expect, my Lords, that our navies would fail. out 
under. the command of admirals renowned for bravery, knowledge, 
and vigilance, and float upon the ocean without defign, or enter 
ports and leave them, equally inoffenfive as a packet-boat, or petty 
trader. 

But not to fpeak any longer, my Lords, in terms fo little fuited to 
the importance of the queftion which I am endeavouring to clear, 
or to the enormity of the conduct which I attempt to expofe; the 
fuccefs of war is. only to be eftimated by the advantages which are 
eained, in proportion to the lofs which is "fuffered ; of which lofs the 


by the war are always the chief part, and of 


ore ufual, at the conclufion ofa. peace, for the 


conquered power to promife the-payment. 
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Let us examine, my Lords, in confequence of this pofition, the 


fuccefs of our prefent war againft Spain; let us confider what each 
nation has fuffered, and it will eafily appear how juitly we boatt of 
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or to compute the expence coe every company of foldiers and fquadron 
of fhips ; it is only neceflary to affert, what will I hope not be very 
readily denied, even by thofe whom daily practice of abfurd apologies 
has rendered tmpreg nable by the f orce of truth, that fuch expences 
a8 have neither contributed to our own defence, nor to the difadvan- 
taze of the Spaniards, have been thrown away. 

If this be etanted, my Lords, it will ap pea that no nation ever 
beheld its treafures fo profufely {quandered, ever ay taxes fo willing- 
ly, and fo patiently faw them perverted ; for it cannot, my Lords, 
be’proved, that any part of our preparations has produced a pro- 
yrtionate effect; but it'may be eadil y fhewn how many fleets have 
been equipped only that the merchants might want failors, and that 
the public flores might be confumed. 
acceee in America, which has been imputed only to 
the chance of war,.1t will be reaf fonable, my Lords, to afcribe to 
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from the inexperience of our troops, and the. efcape of the Spaniards 
from Ferol. 

If our fleets had been fent more early into that part of the world, 
the Spaniards would:have had no time to ftrengthen their garrifons ; 
had our troops been acquainted with difcipline, the attack would 
have been made with greater judgment; and had not the Spaniards 
efcaped from Ferol, we fhould have had no enemy in America to 
encounter. Had all our minifters and all our admirals done their 
duty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had been taken, but 
‘that half the dominions of Spain might now. have owned the foves 
reignty of the crown of Britain. 

This, my Lords, may be obferved of the only enterprize, which 
it is reafonable to believe was in reality intended againft the Spaniards, 
if even of this our minifters had not before contrived the defeat. But 
of all the reft of our armaments it does not appear that any effect has 
been felt but by ourfelves, it cannot be difcovered that they even 
raifed any alarms or anxiety either in our enemies or their allies, by 
whom perhaps it was known that they were only defigned as punifh- 
ments for the merchants of Britain. : 

That our merchants have already been feverely chaftifed for their 
infolence in complaining of their lofles, and their temerity in raifing 
in the nation a regard for its commerce, its honour, and its rights, 
is evident from a dreadful lift of three hundred fhips taken by the 
Spaniards, fome of which were abandoned by their convoys, and 
others feized within fight of the coafts of Britain, 

It may be urged, my Lords, that the Spaniards have likewife loft 
a great number of veflels; but what elfe could they expect when 
they engaged in a war againft the greateft naval power of the uni- 
verfe? And it is to be remembered, that the Spaniards have this 
confolation in their misfortunes, that of their fhips none have been 
deferted by their convoys, or wilfully expofed to capture by being 
robbed of their crews, to fupply fhips of war with idle hands. 

The Spaniards will likewife confider, that they have not harrafled 
their fubjects for the protection of their trade; that they have not 
fitted out fleets only to amufe the populace. They comfort them- 
felves with the hope, that the Britons will foon be reduced toa ftate 
of weaknefs below themfelves, and wait patiently for the time in 
which the mafters of the fea fhall receive from them the regulation 
of their commerce and the limits. of their navigation, 
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Nor can it be doubted, my Lords, but ‘that by adhering to thefe 
meafures, our minifters will in a fhort time gratify their hopes; for 
whatfoever be the difference between the power of two contending 
nations, if the richer {pends its treafures without effeét, and expofes 
its troops to unhealthy climates and impracticable expeditions, while 
the weaker is parfimonious and prudent, they muf foon be brought 
to.an equality; and by continuing the fame conduét, the weaker 
power muft at lensth prevail. | 

That this has been hitherto the flate of the war between Britain 
and Spain, it is not neceflary to prove to your Lordfhips; it is ap- 
parent, that the expences of the Spaniards have been far lefs than 
thofe of Britain; and therefore if we fhould fuppofe the aétual loffes 
of war equal, we are only wearing out our force in ufelefs efforts, 
and our enemies grow every day comparatively ftronger. 

But, my Lords, let us not flatter outfelves that our atual loffes 
have been equal ; let us, before we determine this queftion, accurately 
compare the number and the value of our fhips and cargoes with 
thofe of the Spaniards, and fee on which fide the lofs will fall. 

And let us not forget, what in all the calculations which I have 
yet feen on either part has been totally overlooked, the number of 
men killed, or captives in the Britifh and Spanifh dominions. Men, 
my Lords, are at once ftrength and riches ; and therefore it is to be 
confidered, that the moft irreparable lofs which any nation can fultain 
is the diminution of its people: Money may be repaid, and com- 
merce may be recovered, even liberty may be regained, but the lofs 
of people can never be retrieved. Even the twentieth generation 
may have reafon to exclaim, How much more numerous and more 
powerful would this nation have been, had our anceftors not been 

betrayed in the expedition to Carthagena ! 

What lofs, my Lords, have the Spaniards fuftained which can be 
put in balance with that of our army in America, an army given up 
to the vultures of an unhealthy climate, and of which thofe who 


perifhed by the fword, were in reality refcued from more lingering 
torments? 
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What equivalent can be mentioned for the liberty of multitudes of 
Britons, now languifhing in the prifons of Spain, or obliged by 
hardfhips and defperation to aflift the enemies of their country? 
What have the Spaniards fuffered that can be oppofed to the detri- 
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ment which the commerce of this nation feels: from the detention of 
our failors? : 

_Thefe,. my Lords, are loffes not to be paralleled by the deftruction 
of Porto Bello, even though that expedition fhould be afcribed to the 
miniftry, Thefe are lofles which may extend their confequences to 
many ages, which may long impede our commerce, and diminifh 
our fhipping. 

It is not to be imagined, my Lords, that in this time of peculiar 
danger, parents will deftine their children to maritime employments, 
or that any man will engage in naval bufinefs who can exercife any 
other profeffion; and therefore the death or captivity of a failor 
leaves a vacuity in our commerce, fince no other will be ready to 
fupply his place. Thus by degrees the continuance of the war will 
contract our trade, and thofe parts of it which we cannot occupy, 
will be fnatched by the French or Dutch, from whom it is not proba- 
ble that they will ever be recovered. 

This, my Lords, is another circumftance of difadvantage to which 
the Spaniards are not expofed; for their trafiick being only from one 
part. of their dominions to another, cannot be deftroyed, but will, 
after the fhort interruption of a war, be again equally certain and 
equally profitable. , 

It appears, therefore, my Lords, that we have hitherto fuffered 
more than the Spaniards, more than the nation which we have fo 
much reafon to defpife ; it-appears that our fleets have been ufelefs, 
and that our troops have been only fent out to be deftroyed ; and it 
will: therefore furely be allowed me to aflert, that the war has not 
been hitherto fuccefsful. 

Iam therefore of opinion, my Lords, that. as the Addrefs now 
propofed, cannot but be underftood both by His Majefty and the 
nation, to imply in fome degree a commendation of that conduct 
which cannot be commended, which ought never to be mentioned 
but with deteftation and contempt, it will be unworthy of this Houfe, 
offenfive to the whole nation, and unjuft to His Majefty. : 

His Majefty, my Lords, has {ummoned us to advife him in this 
important junéture, and the nation expects from our determinations 
its relief or -its deftruction; nor will either have much to hope from 
eur counfels, if in our firft public act we endeavour to deceive them. 

It feems therefore proper to change the common form of our Ad- 
dreffes to the throne, to do once at leaft what His Majelty demands 

and 
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and the people expect, and to remember that no charaéters are more 
inconiiftent, than thofe of a counfellor of the King, and a flatterer 
of the Miniftry, 

Then Lord Apincpon fpoke to this effet :—My Lords, I have 
always obferved that debates are prolonged, and enquiries perplexed, 
by the neglect of method ; and therefore think it neceflary to move, 
That the Queftion may'be read, that the noble Lords who fhall be 
inclined to explain their fentiments upon it, may have always the chief 
point in view, and not deviate into foreign confiderations, 

[It was read accordingly. } 

Lord Carrerer {poke next to the purpofe following :—My 
Lords, I'am convinced of the propriety of the laft motion by the 
advantage which it has afforded me of viewing more deliberately and 
diftinctly the queftion before us ; the confideration of which has con- 
firmed me in my own opinion, that the Addrefs now propofed is only 
a flattering repetition of the fpeech, and that the fpeech was drawn 
up only to betray us into an encomium on the miniftry ; who, as 
they certainly have not deferved any commendations, will, I hope, 
not receive them from your Lordfhips. For what has been the refult 
of all their meafures, but a general confufion, the depreffion of our 
own nation and our allies, and the exaltation of the Houfe of Bourbon? 

It is univerfally allowed, my Lords, and. therefore it would be 
fuperfluous to prove, that the liberties of Europe are now in the 
utmoft danger; that the Houfe of Bourbon has arrived almoft at 
that exalted pinnacle of authority, from whence it will look down 
with contempt upon all other powers, to which it will henceforward 
prefcribe fea at pleafure, whofe dominions will be limited by its 
direction, and whofe armies will march at its command. 

That Britain will be long exempted from the general fervitude, 
that we fhall be able to ftand alone againft the whole power of Eu- 
rope, which the French may then bring down upon us, and preferve 
ourfelves independent, while every other nation acknowledges the 
authority of an arbitrary conqueror, is by no means likely, and might 
be perhaps demonitrated to be not poffible. 

How long we might be able to retain our liber ty, it is havent the 
reach of policy to determine; but as it is evident, that when the 
empire is fubdued, the Dutch will quickly fall under the fame do- 
minion, and that all their ports and all their commerce will then be 
in the hands of the French, it cannot be denied that our commerce 
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will quickly be at anend. We fhall then lofe the dominion of the 
fea, and all.our diftant colonies and fettlements, and be fhut up in 
our own ifland, where the continuance of our liberties can be deter- 
mined only by the refolution with which we fhall defend them. 

That this, my Lords, muft probably be in a few years our ftate, 
if the fchemes of the Houfe of Bourbon fhould fucceed, is certain 
beyond controverfy ; and therefore it is evident, that no man to 
whom fuch a condition does not appear eligible, can look uncon- 
cerned at the confufion of the continent, or confider the deftruction 
of the Houfe of Auftria, without endeavouring to prevent it. 

But, my Lords, though fuch endeavours are the duty of all who 
are engaged in the tranfaction of public affairs, though the importance 
of the caufe of the Queen of Hungary be acknowledged in the Speech 
to which we are to return an Addrefs, it does not appear that the 
minifters of Britain have once attempted to affifther, or have even 
forborn any thing which might aggravate her diftrefs. 

The only effectual methods by which any efficacious relief could 
have been procured, were that of reconciling her with the King of 
Pruffia, or that of prevailing upon the Mufcovians to fuccour her. 

A reconciliation with the King of Pruffia would have been my 
firft care, if the honour of advifing on this occafion had fallen to my 
lot, To have mediated fuccefsfully between them could furely have 
been no difficult tafk, becaufe each party could not but know how 
much it was their common intereft to exclude the French from the 
empire, and how certainly this untimely difcord muft expofe them 
both to their ancient enemy. 

As in private life, my Lords, when two friends carry any difpute 
between them to improper degrees of anger or refentment, it is the 
province of a third to moderate the paffion of each, and to reftore 
that benevolence which a difference of intereft or opinion had im- 
paired; fo in alliances, or the friendfhips of nations, whenever it 
unhappily falls out that two of them forget the general good, and lay 
themfelves open to thofe evils from which a {trict union only can 
preferve them, it is neceflary that fome other power fhould interpofe, 
and prevent the dangers of a perpetual difcord. 

Whether this was attempted, my Lords, I know not ; but if any 
fuch defign was in appearance profecuted, it may be reafonably ima- 
gined from the event, that the negociators were defective either in 
kill ex in diligence; for how can it be conceived that any man dhould 

adt 


Lat 


e: 
> 


7 


isis 


—_ 


ae eee _ 
3 Z 


ensign 


ra 


PRS Aa 


Sissi is Sas 


ee 
un 
G 
Ma 


2 ee 


: 3. we | é : 2 
= | oS 33 ie “ % = Bora it 
eed ee. 2mm t 
SSPE. <5 ~ - = 
3 7 bs 


Ae ay 


= 


30 DEBATE ON [prc. 4. 


act contrary to his own intereft, to whom the ftate of his affairs is _ 
truly reprefented ? : 

But not to fupprefs what I cannot doubt, Iam convinced, my 
Lords, that there is in reality no defign of affifting the Queen of 
Hungary; either our minifters have not yet recovered from their 
apprehenfions of the exorbitant power of the Houfe of Auftria, by 
which they were frighted fome years ago into the bofom of France 
for fhelter, and which left them no expedient but the treaty of Hano- 
ver; or they are now equally afraid of France, and expect the Pre- 
tender to be forced upon them by the power whom they fo lately 
folicited to fecure them from him. : 

Whatever is the motive of their condu&, it is evident, my Lords, 
that they are at prefent to the unfortunate Queen of Hungary, either 
profefled enemies, or treacherous allies ; for they have permitted the 
invafion of her Italian dominions, when they might have prevented it 
without a blow, only by commanding the Spaniards not to tranfport 
their troops. } 

To argue that our fleet in the Mediterranean was not of ftreneth 
{ufficient to oppofe their paflage, is a fubterfuge to which they can 
only be driven by the neceflity of making fome apology, and an ab- 
folute inability to produce any which will not immediately be dif- 
covered to be groundlefs. 

it is known, my Lords, to: all Europe, that Haddock had’ then 
under his command thirteen fhips of the line, and nine frigates, and 
that’ the Spanifh convoy confifted only of three fhips ; and yet they 
failed before his eyes with a degree of fecurity Which nothing could 
have produced but a paffport from the court of Britain, and an aflured 
exemption from the danger of an attack. | 

It may be urged, that they were proteéted by the French fquadron, 
and that Haddock durft not attack them, becaufe he was unable te 
contend with the united’ fleets ; but, my Lords, even this is known 
to be falfe; it is known that they bore no proportion’ to the ftrength 
of the Britifh fquadron, that they could’ not have made even the ap- 
pearance of a battle, and that our commanders could have been only 
employed in purfuit and captures. 

This, my Lords, was well known to our minifters, who were 
afraid only of deftroying the’ French fquadron, and were very far 
from apprehending any danger from it; but being determined to 
purchafe, on. any terms, the continuance of the friend{hip of their 
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old protectors, confented, to the. invafion, of Italy, and procured a 
{quadron to fail out, under pretence of defending the Spanifh tran{ports, 
that their compliance might not be difcovered. 

All this, my Lords, may reafonably be.fufpected. at the firft view 
of their proceedings; for how could.an inferior force venture into 
the way of an enemy, unlefs upon. fecurity that.they fhould .not be 
attacked? But the late treaty of neutrality has changed fufpicion into 
certainty, has difcovered the fource of all.their meafures, and fhewn 
that. the invafion of Italy is permitted to preferve Hanover from the 
like calamity. 

There is great danger, my Lords, left this laft treaty of Hanover 
fhould. give the decifive blow to the liberties. of Europe. How much 
it embarrafles the Queen of Hungary, by making it neceflary for her 
to divide her forces, is obvious. at the firft view; but this is not, in 
my. opinion, its moft fatal confequence. ‘The other powers will be 
incited, by the example of our miniftry, to conclude treaties of 
neutrality in the fame manner. ‘They will diftruft every appearance 
of our zeal for the Houfe of Auftria, and imagine that, we intend 
only an hypecritical affiftance, and. that our generals, our ambafla- 
dors, and.our admirals, have, in reality, the fame orders. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more dangerous than to weaken, the public 
faith. Whena nation can be no longer trufted, it lofes all its in- 
fluence, becaufe none can fear its menaces, or depend on its alliance. 
A nation no.longer trufted, muft ftand alone and ‘unfupported ;, and 
it is certain. that the nation which is juftly fufpected of holding with 
its open enemies a fecret intercourfe to the prejudice of its allies, can 
be no longer trufted. 

This fufpicion, my Lords, this hateful, this reproachful character, 
is now fixed upon the court of Britain; nor does it take its rife only 
from the forbearance of our admiral, but has received new confirma- 
tion from the behaviour of our ambaflador, who denied the treaty of 
neutrality, when. the French minifter declared it.to the Dutch. . Such 
now; my Lords, is the reputation of the Britifh court, a reputation 
produced by. the moft flagrant and notorious inftances of cowardice 
and:falfhood, which cannot but make.all our endeavours ineffeQual, 
and difcourage.all thofe powers whofe conjunction we might have 
promoted, from entering into any other engagements than fuch:as 
we may purchafe for-ftated fubfidies. For who, upon any other mo- 
tive than immediate. intereft, would form an alliance with a power 
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which, upon the firft appearance of danger, gives up a confederate, 
to purchafe, not a large extent of territory, not a new field of com- 
merce, not a port or a‘citadel, but an abject neutrality ! 

But however mean may be a fupplication for peace, of however 
infamous the defertion of an ally, I with, my Lords, that the liberty 
of invading the queen of Hungary’s dominions without oppofition, 
had been the moft culpable conceffion of our ‘illuftrious minifters, 
of whom itis reafonable to believe, that they have ftipulated with 
the Spaniards, that they fhall be repaid the expence of the war by the 
plunder of our merchants. 

‘That our commerce has been unneceflarily expofed ‘to the ravages 
of privateers, from which a very fmall degree of caution might have 
preferved it; that three hundred trading fhips have been taken, and 
that three thoufand Britifh failors are now in captivity, is a confidera= 
tion too melancholy to be long dwelt upon, and a truth too certain 
to be fuppreffed or denied. 

How fuch havock could have been made, had not our fhips of war 
concluded a treaty of neutrality with the Spaniards, and left the war 
to be carried on only by the merchants, it is not eafy to conceive; 
for furely it-will not be pretended, that all thefe loffes were the necef= 
fary confequence of our fituation with regard to Spain, which, if it 
expofed the Portugal traders to hazard, did not hinder us from 
guarding our own Coats. 

And yet on oar own coafts, my Lords, have multitudes of our 
fhips been taken by the Spaniards; they have been) feized by petty 
veflels as: they were entering ‘our ports, and congratulating them- 
felves upon their efcape from danger. 

In the late war with France, am enemy much more formidable 
both for power and fituation, methods were difcovered by which our 
trade was more efficacioufly protected : by ftationing a {quadron at 
the mouth of the channel, of which two or three fhips at a timé 
cruized at a proper diftance on the neighbouring feas, the privateers 
were kept in.awe, and confined to their own harbours, or feized if 
they ventured to leave them. 

But of fuch ufeful regulations in the prefent war there is little 
hope; for if the public papers are of any credit, the King of Spain 
confiders the captures of our merchants as a ftanding revenue, and 
has laid an indulto upon them as upon other parts of the Spanifh: 
trade. | 
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It is therefore to little purpofe that meafures are propofed in this" 
Houle, or fchemes prefented by the merchants for the prefervation of 
our commerce; for the merchants are confidered as the determined 
enemies of our minifter, who therefore refolved that the ey fhouid re- 


pent of the war into bd he was forced by them, contrar 


the liberties of man Mar are lac extinguifhed. 

There. are indeed fome hopes, my Lords, that new meafures refo- 
lutely purfued might’ yet repair the mifchiefs of this abfurd and 
cowardly conduct, and that by refolution and dexterity the ambition 
of France might once more be difappointed.. The King of Prufia 
appears:at length convinced that he has not altogether purfued his 
real intereft, and that his own family muft fall in the ruin of the 
Houfe of Auftria. The King of Sardinia appears firm in his deter- 
mination’ to adhere to the Queen of Hungary, and has therefore re- 
fufed a paflage through his dominions to the Spanifh troops, ‘Fhe 
States of Holland feem to have taken the alarm, and nothing but 
their diftruft of our fincerity can hinder them from uniting againft 
the Houfe of Bourbon. 

This diftrutt, my Lords, we may probably remove, by reviving o: 
this occafion our ancient forms of addrefs, and declaring at once to 
His Majefty, and to all the powers of Europe, that we are far from 
approving the late méafures. 

There is another reafon. why the fhort Addrefles of our anceftors 
may be preferred to the modern forms, in which a great number of 
particular facts are often comprehended. It'is evident, that the Ad- 
drefles are prefented before there can be time to examine whether the 
facts contained in them are juftly fated; and they mit thererore lof 
their efficacy with the people, who are fufficient 
tinguifh fervile compliance from real approbation, shit who will not 

eafily miftake the incenfe'of flattery for the tribute of gratitude. 
With pode to the propriety of the Addrefs propofed to your 
Lordfhips, which is, like others, only a repetition of the fpeech, there 
is at leaft one objection to it, too important to be fuppreffed. 

It is affirmed in the fpeech, in what particular words’ I cannot 
exactly remember, that fince the death of the late German Emperor, 
the intereft of the Queen of Hungary hasbeen dilige Hid and invariably 
promoted ; anvaffertion which His Majetty is too wifey: too equitable; 
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and too generous to’ have uttered, but’ at the -perfuafion” of his 
minifters. 
His Majefty well knows, that no iniportant affiftance has ‘been 
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hitherto given to that unhappy Princefs; he knows that the twelve 
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thoufand men, who are faid to-have beer raifed for the defence of the 
empire, thofe mighty troops by whofe affiftance the enemies ‘of 
Auftria were to be {cattered, never marched beyond’ the territory of 


Hanover, nor left that blifsful-country for a fingle day. » And is: it 
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probable that the Queen would have preferred money for troops, had 


he not been informed ‘that it would be more eafily obtained ¢ 

Nor was even this pecuniary afiftdnce,; though compatible, with 
the (ecurity of Hanover, granted her without reluctance and diffi- 
culty, of which no other proof is neceflary than the diftance between 
the promife and the performance of it. The money, my Lords;.ts 
not yet all paid, though the laft payment was very lately fixed. Such 


is the affiftance which the united influence of juttice and compafiion 
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has yet procured from the court of ‘Britain. 
Our minifters have been therefore hitherto, my Lords, fo far from 
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acting with vigour in favour of the Houfe of Auftria; that they have 
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never folicited the court of Mufcovy, almoft-the only court: now 
jidependent on France, to engage in her defence. How wifely that 
mighty power diftinguifhes her real. intereft, and how ardently. fhe 
purfues it, the whole world was convinced) in her alliance. with the 
late Emperor; nor is it unlikely, that fhe might have been eafily per- 
fuaded to have proteéted his daughter withequal zeal. | But we never 
atked her alliance left we fhould obtain it, and. yet we boaft ef our 
good offices. 

Our governors thought it more nearly concerned them to humble 
our merchants than to fuccour our allies, and therefore admitted the 
Spaniards into. Ltaly; by which prudent conduct, they dextroufly..at 
once gratified the Houfe of Bourbon, -embarrafled the, Queen of 
Hungary, and endangered. the effects of the Britith merchants, lying 
at Leghorn; effects which were lately. valued at fix hundred. thoufand 
pounds, but-which, by the feafonable arrival of the Spaniards,.are 
happily reduced to half their price. 

I hope therefore I need not urge to your: Lordfhips the neceffity of 
confining our Addrefs. to thanks and. congratulations,, because itis 
not neceflary to fay how incenfiflent it muft. be, thought), withthe 
dignity of this Hbeufe te echo falfhood, and te countenance. perfidy. 
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Then, the Duke of Newecastrie fpoke to. the following effect : 
My Lords, ‘fhe manner in which the noble Lord who fpoke laft 
exprefics his fentiments,. never fails to give pleafure, even where his 
arguments produce no conviction; and his eloquence always receives 
its praife, though it may.fometimes be difappointed of its more im- 
portant effects. 

[n-the prefent debate, my. Lords, I have heard no argument, by 
which 1 am inclined to change the ufual forms of addrefs, or to reject 
the motion which has been made to us. 

The Addrefs. which has been propofed, is not, in my opinion, juftly 
chargéable either with flattery to the minifters, or with difingenuity 
with refpect to the people; nor can I difcover in it any of thole po- 
fitions which have been reprefented fo fallacious and dangerous, It 
contains only a general declaration of our gratitude, and an_aflertion 
of our zeal; a declaration and aflertion to which Lhope no Lord in 
this aflembly will be unwilling to fub{cribe. 

As an enquiry into the propriety of this Addrefs has produced, 
whether neceflarily or not, many obfervations on the prefent {tate of 
Europe, and many animadverfions upon. the late condud, it cannot 
be improper for me to offer to your Lordfhips my opinion of the 
meafures’ which have been purfued by us, .as well in the war with 
Spain, as with regard to the Queen of Hungary, and to propofe my 
conjectures concerning theevents which may probably be produced 
by the diftractions on the continent. 

This deviation from the queftion before us, will at leaft be as eafily 
pardoned-in me as in the noble Lords who have exhibited fo gloomy 
a reprefentation of our approaching condition, who have lamented 
the flavery with which they imagine all the ftates of Europe, about 
to be harrafled, and defcribed the infolence and ravages. of, thofe 
oppreffors to whom their apprehenfions have already given the empire 
of the world. For furely, my Lords, it is an endeavour no lefs 
laudable to difpel terror, than to excite it; and he who brings us 
fiich accounts as we defire to receive, is generally liftened to. with 
indulgence, however unclegant may be his expreffions, or however 
irregular his narration. 

That the power of the family of Bourbon is arrived at a very 
dangerous and formidable extent; that it never was hitherto employed 
but to difturb the happinefs of the univerfe ; that the fame fchemes 
which our anceftorsaboured fo ardently and fo fucce(sfully to deftroy, 
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are now formed afrefh, and intended to be put in immediate execu- 
tion; that the empire is defigned to be held henceforward in depen- 
lietice on France, and that the Houfe of Auftria, by which. the com- 
ion rights of mankind have been fo long fupported, is now: marked 
out for' deftruation, | is tooevident to be contefted. 

I¢ is allowed,’ my Lords, that the power of the Houfe of Auftria, 
which there was ‘once “reafon’to dread, left it might. have been em- 
ployed: againft us; is now almott extinguifhed; and that name which 
has for fo many ages filled the hiftories of .Europe, is in. danger of 
being forgotten. It is allowed, that the Houfe of Auftria cannot fall 
without expofing all thofe who have hitherto been fupported. by its 
alliance. to the utmof danger; and I need not add, that they ought 
therefore to aflift it with the utmeft expedition, and the moit vigorous 


‘meafures. 


It may be fuggeited, my Tce that this affiftance has been already 
delayed till it is become ufelefs, that the utmoft expedition will be 
too flow,-and the moft vigorous meafures too weak to {top the torrent 
of the conquefts of France; that the fatal blow will be ftruck, before 
we fhall have an opportunity to ward it off, and that our,regard for 
the Houle of Auftria will be only compaffion for the dead. 

But thefe, my Lords, I hope, are only the apprehenfions of a mind 
overborne with fudden terrors, and perplexed by a confufed furvey 
of complicated danger ; for if we confider more diftin@ly the powers 
which may be brought in oppofition to France, we fhall find no reafon 
for defpairing that we mayonce more ftand up with fuccefs in defence 
of our religion and the liberty of mankind, and once more reduce 

thofe troublers of the world to the neceffity of abandoning their de- 
ftructive defigns. 

The noble Lord has already mentioned the prefent difpofition of 
three powerful ftates, as a motive for vigorous refolutions, and a 
confideration that may at Jeaft preferve us. from defpair ; and it is 
no {mall fatisfaction to me to obferve, that his penetration and ex- 
perience incline him to hope upon the profpect of affairs, as they now 
appear; becaufe J doubt not but that hope will be improved into 
confidence, by the account which I can now give your Lordfhips 
ef the intention of another power, yet more formidable, to engage 
with us in the great defign of repreffing the infolence of France. 

A treaty of alliance, my Lords, has been for fome time concerted 

with the Emperobof Mufcov y, and has been negotiated with fuch 
diligence, 
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diligence, that it is now completed, and 1 doubt-not,but the laft 
ratifications will/arrive at this court in a few days ; by which it will 
appear to your Lordfhips, that the intereft of this nation has been 
vigilantly regarded, and to our allies, that the faith of Britain has 
never yet been fhaken.« It will appear to the French, that they have 
précipitated their triumphs, that they have imagined themfelves mafters 
of nations by whom they will be in a fhort time driven back to their 
own confines, and that perhaps they have parcelled owt kingdoms 
which they are never likely-to poflefs, 

It was affirmed, and with juftdifcernment, that applications ought 
to be made to this powerful court, as the profefledadverfary of Hrances 
and if it was not hitherto known that> their afiftance had. been 
affiduoufly folicited, our endeavours were kept fecret only that their 
fuccefS might be more certain; and that they might furprize, more 
powerfully by their effects. | 

Nor have the two other princes, which were mentioned by the 
noble Lord, been forgotten, whofe concurrence is at this: time fo 
neceflary to us: and I-doubt not but that the reprefentations. which 
have been made with all the force of truth, andiall the zeal thatis 
awakened by intereft and by danger, will in time produce the effects 
for which they were intended; by convincing thofe princes that they 
endanger themfelves by flattering the French ambition; that:.they 
are divefting themfelves of that defence: of which they «will quickly 
regret the lofs, and that they are only not attacked at prefent, that 
they may be deftroyed more eafily hereafter. 

But it is always to be remembered, my Lords, that in »public 
traniaGtions, as in private life, intere‘ a‘%s with lefs force aS) it. is at 
greater diftance, and that the immediate motive will generally pre- 
vail. Futurity impairs the influence of the moft important, objects 
of confideration, even when it does not leflen their certainty; and 
with regard to events only probable, events which a thoufand: acci- 
dents may obviate, they are almoft annihilated, with regard) to. the 
human mind, by being placed at a diftance from us. “Wherever 
imagination can exert its power, we eafily dwell upon: the-moft 
pleafing views, and flatter ourfelves with thofe confequences, which, 
though perhaps leaft to be expected, are moft defired. Wherever dif- 
ferent events may arife, which is the ftate of all human tranfactions, 
we natiirally promote our hopes, and reprefS our fears; and in:time 
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fo far deceive ourfelves, as to quiet all our fufpicions, lay all our 
terrors afleep, and believe what at firft we only withed. 

This, my Lords, muft be the delufion by which fome ftates are 
induced to favour, and others to neglect the encroachments of France. 
Men are impolitic, as they are wicked; becaufe they prefer the 
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eratification of the prefent hour to the afiurance of folid and perma- 
jent, but diftant happinefs. The French take advantage of this 


SEL Se 


general weaknefs of the human mind, and by magnificent promifes 
to one prince, and petty grants to another, reconcile them to their 
defigns. Each’finds that he fhal]l gain more by contracting an alliance 
with them, than with another ftate which has no view, béfides that of 


preferving to every fovereign his juft rights, and which therefore, ‘as 
it plunders none, will have nothing to beftow. 

This, my Lords, is the difadvantage under which our negotiators 
labour againft thofe of France; we have no kingdoms to parcel out 
among thofe whofe confederacy we folicit; we can promife' them no 
fuperiority above the nerghbouring princes which they do not now 
pofiefs ; we aflume not the provinceof adjufting the boundaries of 
dominion, or of deciding contefted titles ; we promife only the,pre- 
fervation of quiet, and the eftablifhment of fafety. 

But the Frerich, my ‘Lords, oppofe us with other arguments, -ar- 
guments which indéed receive their force from folly and credulity; 
but ‘what ‘more powerful affiftance can be defited? They.promife 
not mere negative advantages, not an exemption frotn ‘remote -op- 
preffion, or an efcape from flavery, which, as it was yet never felt, 
is very little dreaded; they offer an immediate augmentation of ‘do- 


jninion, and an extenfion of power; they propofe new traéts of com- 
merce, and open new fources of wealth; they invite confederacies, 
not for defence, but for conquefts; for conquefts tobe divided among 
the powers by whofe union tiey fhall be made. 

Let it not therefore be objected, my Lords, ‘tovour minifters, -or 
our‘negotiators, that the French obtain more influence than ‘they; 
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that they are more eafily liftened to, or more readily believed : for 
while fuch is the condition of mankind, that what is defired is eafily 
credited, while profit is more powerful than reafon, the Frenchielo- 
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quence will frequently prevail. 
Whether, my Lords, our feeming want of fuccefs inthe war with 
Spain admits of as eafy a folution, my degree of ‘knowledge in‘milt- 


tary afiairs, does not enable me ‘to determine. An account of this 
part 
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part of our conduct is to be expeéted from the Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty, by whom, I doubt not, but fuch reafons will be affigned 
for all the operations of our naval forces, and fuch vindications offered 
of all thofe meafures, which have been hitherto imputed too pre- 
cipitately to neghgence, cowardice, or treachery, as will fatisfy thofe 
who have been moft vehement in their cenfures. 

But becaufe it dees not feem to me very difficult to apologize for 
thofe mifcarriages which have occafioned the loudeft complaints, | 
will lay before your Lordfhips what I have been able to colle& from 
enquiry, or to conjecture fom obfervation ; and doubt not but it will 
eafily appear, that nothing has been omitted from any apparent defign 
of betraying our country, and that our minifters and commanders 
will deferve, at leaft, to be heard before they are condemned. 

That great numbers of our trading vefiels have been feized by the 
Spaniards, and that our commerce has therefore been very much 
embarrafied and interrupted, is fufficiently manifeft ; but to me, my 
Lords, this appears one of the certain and neceflary confequences of 
war, which are always to be expected, and to be fet in our confulta- 
tions againft the advantages which we propofe to obtain. It is as 
rational ‘to expe&t, that of an army (fen againft our enemies, every 
man fhould return unhurt to his acquaintances, as that every mer- 
chant fhould fee his {hip and-cargo fail fafely into port. 

If we examine, my Lords, the late war, of which the conduct 
has ‘been fo lavifhly applauded, in which the victories which we ob- 
tained have been fo loudly eclebrated, and which has been propofed 
to the imitation of al] future minifters, it will appear, that our lofles 
of ‘the fame kind -were then very frequent, and perhaps not lefs com- 
plained of, though ‘the murmurs are now forgotten, and:the'acela~ 
mations tranfmitted ‘to pofterity, becaufe we naturally relate what ‘has 
given US {atisfaction, and fupprefs what we cannot recollect without 
uneafinefs. 

If we look farther ‘backward, my Lords, and enquire into the 
event of any other -war an which we engaged fince commerce ‘has 
conftituted fo large-a part of the intereft of this nation, I doubt not 
but in proportion to our trade will be found our lofies; and in all 
future wars, as in the prefent, I fhall expect the fame calamities and 

the fame complaints. For the efcape of any number of fhips raifes 
no tranfport, nor produces. any gratitude ; but the lofs of a few wi 
always give occafion to clamours and difcontent. For vigilance, 
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however diligent, can never produce more fafety than will be naturally 
expected from our inconteftable fuperiority at fea, by which a great 
part of the nation is fo far deceived as to imagine, that becaufe.we 
cannot be conquered, we cannot be molefted. 

Nor do I fee how it is poffible to employ our power more effec- 
tually for the proteétion of our trade than by the method now. purfued 
of covering the ocean with our fleets, and ftationing our fhips of war 
in-every place where danger can be apprehended... If, it be urged, 
that the inefficacy of. our meafures is a fufficient proof of their .im- 
propriety, it will be proper to fubftitute another plan of operation, 
of which the fuccef may be more probable. To me, my Lords, -the 
lofs of fome of our mercantile veffels thews only the difproportion 
between the number of our fhips of war, and the extent of the-fea, 
which is a region too vaft to be compleatly carrifoned, and of which 
the frequenters muft inevitably be fubject, to the fuddem incurfions of 
fubtle rovers. 

The difpofition of our fquadrons has been fuch,..aswas doubtlefs 
dictated by the moft acute fagacity, and the moft enlightened expe- 
rience. The fquadron which was appointed to guard our coafts has 
been ridiculed as an tfelefs expence ; and its frequent excurfions and 
returns, without any memorable attempt, have given occafion to 


endlefs' raillery, and inceflant exclamations of wonder and contempt. 


But it is to be confidered, my Lords, that the enemies of this nation, 
either fecret or declareds had powerful {quadrons in many ports of 
the Mediterranean, which, had they known that our coafts were 
without defence, might have iffued out on a fudden,-and have ap- 
peared unexpectedly in our channel, from whence they might have 
laid our towns in ruin, entered our docks, burnt up all our prepara- 
tions for future expeditions, carried into flavery the inhabitants of 
our villages, and left the maritime provinces of this kingdom in a 
itate of general defolation, 

Out of this fquadron, however neceflary, there was yet a reinforce- 
ment of five fhips ordered to affift Haddock, that he might be enabled 
to oppote the defigns of the Spaniards, though affifted by their French 
confederates, whom it is known that he was fo far from favouring, 
that he was ftationed before Barcelona-to block them up. Why he 
departed from that port, and upon what motives of policy, or maxims 
of war, he fuffered ‘the Spaniards to profecute their fcheme, he only 
is able to inform us. a ; 
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That 'the Spaniards have not at leaft been fpared by defign, is evi- 
dent from their fufferings in this war, which have been much greater 
than ours. Many of our fhips have indeed been fnatched up by the 
rapacity of private adventurers, whom’ the ardour of initereft. had 
made vigilant; and’ whofe celerity of purfuit as ‘well as flight, enables 
fem to’ take the advantage of the fituation of their own ports, and 
thofe’ off their friends.’ But as none of our fhips have been denied 
convoys, | know not how the lofs of them can be imputed to the 
miniftry ; and if any of thofe who failed under the protection of fhips 
of war have been loft, the commanders may be required to vindicate 
themfelves from the charge of negligence or treachery. 

But this enquiry, my Lords, muftbe, in my opinion, referved for 
another day, when it may become the immediate fubject of our con- 
fultations, with which it has at prefent no coherence, or to which at 
Jeaft it is very remotely related. For I am not able, upon the moft 
impartial and the moft attentive coniideration of the Addrefs now 
propofed to your Lordfhips, to perceive any necefiity of a previous 
enquiry into the conduct of the war, the tranfaction of our negdcia- 
tions, or the ftate of the kingdom, in order to our compliance with 
this motion, by which we {hall be far from fheltering any crime from 
punifhment, or any doubtful conduct from enquiry ; fhall be far from 
obftructing the courfe of national juftice, or approving what we do 
not underftand. : 

The chief tendency of his Majeity’s Speech is to afk our advice on 
this extraordinary conjuncture of affairs, a conduct undoubtedly 
- worthy of a Britith Monarch, and which ‘we ought not to requite 
with difrefpect ; but what lefs can be inferred from an alteration of 
our eftablifhed forms of Addrefs, by an omiflion of any part of the 
Speech ? For what will be imagined by his Majefty, by the nation, 
and by the whole world, but that we did not approve what we «is 
not an{wer? 

The Duke of ArGYLE fpoke to the following purpofe :—Mly 
Lords, it is with great reafon that the prefent time has been repre- 
fented to us from the Throne as a time of uncommon danger and 
difturbance, a time in which the barriers of kingdoms are broken 
down in contempt of every law of heaven and of earth, and in which 
ambition, rapine, and oppreflion feem to be let loofe upon mankind ; 
2 time in which fome nations fend out armies and invade the tersi- 
tories of their neighbours, in oppofition to the moft folemn treaties, 
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of which others, with equal perfidy, filently fuffer, or fecretly favour 
the violation. | 

At a time like this, when treaties are confidered only, as..mo- 
mentary expedients, and alliances.confer nofecurity, it is evident that 
the prefervation of our rights, our intereft, ‘and our commerce, muft 
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depend only on our natural ftrength; and that inftead of cultivating 
the friendfhip:of foreign powers, which we muft purchafe upon .dif- 
advantageous conditions, and -which will be withdrawn from. us 


whenever we fhall need it; we ought therefore to colle& our .own 
force, and fhew the world how little we ftand in need of affiftance, 
and how little we have'to fear from the moft powerful of our enemies. 


Our country, my Lords, feems defigned by nature to fubfift with- 


out any dependance on other nations, and by a fteady and refolute 


improvement of thefe advantages with which providence has blefled 
it, may bid defiance to mankind; it might become, by the extenfion 
of our commerce, the general center at which the wealth of the whole 


earth might be colle&ted together, and from whence it might be iflued 
upon proper ‘occafions, for the diffufion of liberty, the repreftion..of 


infolence, and the prefervation of peace. 

But this glory, and this influence, my Lords, muft arife from do- 
meftick felicity; and domeftick felicity. can only be produced by a 
mutual confidence between the. government and'the people. Where 
the governors diftruft the affections of their fubje&s, they will notibe 
very folicitous to advance ‘their’ happinefs ; for who will endeavour to 
increafe that wealth which will, as he believes, be employed againft 
him? Nor will the fubjects chearfully concur even with the ne- 
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ceflary meafures oftheir governors, whofe general defigns they con- 
ceive to be:contrary to the publick intereit; becaufe any-temporary 
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fuccefs or accidental reputation, will only dazzle the eyes of the mul- 
titude while their liberties are ftolen away. 
This confidence, my Lords, muft be promoted where it exifts, 
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and regained where it is loft, by the open adminiftration of juftice, 
by impartial enquiries into public tranfaGtions, by the exaltation of 
thofe whofe wifdom and bravery*has advanced the publick reputation, 
or increafed the happinefS of the ‘nation, and the cenfure of thofe, 
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however elate with dignities, or furrounded with dependants, who 
by their unfkilfulnefs ‘or difhonefty, haye either embarrafled -their 
country or betrayed it, 
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For this reafon, my Lords, it is in my opinion neceflary to gratify 
the nation, at the prefent juncture, with the profpect of thofe. mea- 
fures, without which no people can reafonably be fatished, and to 
pacify their refentment of paft injuries, and quiet their apprehenfions 
offuture miferies, by a pofiibility at leaft, that they may fee the au- 
“¢hors of all our mifcarriages called to a trial in’open day, and the 
merit of thofe men acknowledged and rewarded, by whote refolution 
and integrity they imagine that the final ruin of themfelves and 
pofterity has been hitherto prevented. 

That the prefent ‘difcontent of the Britifh nation is almoft uni- 
verfal, that fufpicion has infufed itfelf into every rank and denomina- 
tion of men, that complaints of the neglect of our commerce, the 
mifapplication of our treafure, and the unfuccefsfulnefs of our arms, 
are to be heard from every mouth, and invevery place, where men 
dare utter their fentiments, 1 fuppofe, my Lords, no man willdeny ; 
for whoever fhould ftand up in oppofition to the truth of a fact fo 
generally known, would diftinguifh himfelf, even in this age of -ef- 
frontery and corruption, by a contempt of reputation, not yet :‘known 
amongft mankind. 

And indeed, my Lords, it muft be confefled that thefe difcontents 
and clamours are produced by fuch an appearance of folly, or of 
¢reachery, as few ages or nations have ever known, by fuch an ‘ob-~ 
ftinate perfeverance in bad meafures, as fhame has-hitherto prevented 
in thofe upon whom nobler motives, fidelity to their truft, and love 
of their country, had loft their influence. 

Other minifters, when they have formed’ defigns of facrificing the 
publick intereft to their own, have been compelled to better mea- 
fures by timely}difcoveries, and juft reprefentations ; they have:been 
criminal only becaufe they hoped for fecrecy, and have vindicated 
their condu& no longer than while they had hopes that their apologies 
might deceive. 

But our heroic minifters, my Lords, have fet themfelves free from 
the fhackles -of circumfpection, they have difburthened themfelves of 
the embarraflments of caution, and claim an exemption from the 
neceflity of fupporting their meafures by laborious deductions and 
artful reafonings ; they defy the publick when they can no longer de- 
Jude it, and profecute, in the face of the {un, thote meafures which 
they have not been able to fupport, and of which the fatal conie- 
quences are forefeen by the whole nation. 
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When they have been deteéted in one abfurdity, they take fhelter 
in another ; when experience has fhewn that’ one of theit attempts 


SiS 


GTS SS ee Ss el 


was defigned only to injure their country, they propofe a fecond of ' 


» | 


the fame kind with equal confidence, boaft again of their integrity, 
and again require the concurrence of the legiflature, and the fupport 
of the people. 

When they had for along time fuffered our trading veffels to be 

feized in fight of our own ports, when they had difpatched fleets into 
the Mediterranean, only to lie expofed to the injuries of the weather, 
and to fail from one coaft to another, only to fhew that they had no 
hoftile intentions, and that they were fitted out by the friends of the 
Spaniards, only to amufe and exhauft the nation, they at’ leneth 
thought it neceflary to lull the impatience of the people, who began to 
difcover that they had hitherto been harrafled with taxes and imprefies 
to no'purpofe; by the appearance of a new effort for the fubjeCtion of 
the enemy, and to divert, by the expectations which an army and a 
fleet naturally raife, any Clamours at their paft condud. 
For this end, having entered into their. ufual confultations, they 
projected an expedition into America, for which’ they raifed forces 
and procured tranfports, with all the pomp of preparation for the 
conqueft of half the continent, not fo much to alarm the Spaniards, 
which I conceive but a lecondary view, as to fill the people of Britain 
with amufing profpects of great atchievements, of the addition of 
new dominions to this empire, and an ample reparation for all their 
damages. ) 
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Thus provided with forces fufaicient in appearance for this mighty 
enterprife, they embarked them after many delays, and difmiffed them 
to their fate, having firft difpofed their regulations in fuch a manner, 
that it was impoffible that they fhould meet with fuccefs. 

I can call your Lordthips to witnefs, that this impofibility was not 
difcovered by me after the event, for I foretold in this Houfe, that 
their defigns fo condu&ted, mutt evidently mifcarry. 

Nor was this prediction, my Lords, the effect of any uncommon 
fagacity, or any accidental conje€ture on future confequences ‘which 
happened to be right; for to any man who has had opportunities of 
obferving that knowledge in war is neceflary to fuccefs, and expe- 
rience is the foundation of knowledge, it was fufficiently plain that 
our forces muft be repulied. 


The 
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The: forces fent into’ America, my Lords, were newly raifed, 
placed under. the direction of officers not, lefs ignorant. than them- 
felves, and commanded by a man who never ie commanded any 
oops before 5 and who, however laudable he might have difcharged 
the duty of a.Captain, was wholly unacquainted with the province of 
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Yet was this man, my Lords, preferred, net only to a multitude 
of other officers, to whom experience muft,have been of fmall advan- 
tage, if it did not furnifh them with knowledge far fuperior, to. his, 
but,to five and forty Generals, of whom 1 hope the nation has no 
reafon to fufpect that any of oo would not gladly have ferved it on 
an occafion of fo great impdrtance, and willingly have conducted an 
expedition intended, to retrieve the honour of the Britifh name, the 
terror of our arms, and the fecurity of our commerce. 

When raw troops, my Lords, with young officers, are to act un- 
der the command of an unfkilful General, what is it reafonable to ex- 
Pri but what has happened, overthrow, flaughter, ing ignominy ? 

What but that cheap victories fhould heighten the infolence, and 
harden the obftinacy of our enemies; and that we fhould not only 


be weakened by our lofs, but difpirited by our difgrace; by the dif- 
grace of being overthrown by thofe whom we have defpi fed, and with 
whom nothing but our own folly could have reduced us to a level. 
The other conjeSture which I ventured to propofe to your Lord- 
fhips, with regard to the Queen of Hungary, was not founded on 


facis equally evident with the former, though experience has difco- 


a Ne 


vered that it was equally true. It was then aflerted, both by other 
Lords and mytelf, that money would be chofen by that Princefs as an 
affiftance more ufeful than forces ; an opinion, which the Lords who 
are engaged in the adminiftration vigoroufly oppofed, In confe- 
quence of their determination, forces were hired, for what purpofe— 
let them now declare, fince none but themfelves have yet known. 
That at leaft they were not taken into our pay for the fervice for 
which they were required, the fuccour of the Houfe of Auftria, is 
moft evident, unlefs the name of armies is imagined fufficient to in- 
timidate the French, as the Spaniards are to be fubdued by the 
fight of fleets. “They never marched towards her frontiers, never 
oppofed her enemies, or afforded her the leaft affiftance, but ftood idle 
and unconcernad in the territories of Hanover; nor was it known 
that they exifted by any other proof than that remittances were made 


for their pay. 
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. Such, my- Lords, was the afiftance, afked with fo much folicitude, 
and levied with foomuch expedition, for the Queen of Hungary; fuch 
were the effedts of the zeal.of our iluftrious minifters for the pre 
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fervation of that auguft Houfe, to whofe’alliance we are perhaps in 
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debted for the prefervation of our religion and our liberties, and to 
which all Europe muft have:recourfe for thelter from the oppreffion-of 
France. 

- When this formidable body of men wasiaflembled, my Lords, and 
reviewed, they were perhaps found too graceftl and too well forted to 
be expofed to the dangers of a battle; and the fame tenderne(s: that 


bas fo long preferved our own forces from any other field than the 


Park, might refcue them from the fatigues of accompanying the a&tive 
huflars in their incurfions, or the fteady Auftrians in their, configs. 
Whatever was the reafon, my Lords, it is certain that they have 


been referved for other opportunities of fignalizing their courace, 
and they flept in quiet, and fattened upon the wealth of Britain, 
while the enemies of our illuftrious, magnanimous, and unfortunate 


ally, entered her territories without oppofition, marched through 
them uninterrupted, and rather took pofleffion than made conquefts. 
‘That in this condition of her affairs, the: Queen would refufe an 


a 


offer of 12,000 men ; that when fhe was driven from one country ta 
another, attended by an.army fearcely fufficient to form a’ flying 


oo 


camp, fhe would not gladly have accepted a reinforcement fo power- 
ful, let thofe believe, my Lords, who have yet never been deceived 


re 


by ‘minifterial faith. : 
‘The real defigns of the miniftry, my Lords, are fufficiently obvi- 
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ous, nor is any thing more certain, than that they had in requiring 
this mock affiftance for the Queen of Hungary, no other defign, than 
that of raifing her expedtations only to deceive them; and to divert 
her, by confidence in their preparations, from having recourfe to more 
efficacious expedients, that the might become, without refiftance, the 
flave of France. | 

For this’ purpofe they determined to fuccour her with forces rather 
than-with money, becaufe many reafons might be pretended, by 
which the march of the forces might be retarded ; but the money, 
my Lords, when granted, muft have been more fpeedily remitted. 

At lat the Queen, weary with delays, and undoubtedly fuficiently 
informed -of thofe defigns, which are now however generally dif 
covered, confidently denied, defireda fupply of money, which might 
be granted without leaving Hanover expofed to an inyafion, With 
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this demand, which they had no pretence to deny, they-have yet found 
expedients to delay their compliance. For it does not appear that 
the whole fum granted has yet been paid); and it would well become 
thofe noble ILords, whofe offices give then: an opportunity of obferv- 
ing the diftribution of the publick money, to juitify themfelves from 
the fufpicions of the nation, by declaring openly what has been re- 
mitted, and what yet remains to be difburfed for fome other purpofe. 

I's it not therefore evident, my Lords, that by promifing affiftance 
to this unhappy’ Princefs; the miniftry intended to deceive her? 
That when they flattered her with the approach of auxiliary forces, 
they defigned only to ftation them where’ they might garrifon the 
frontiers of Hanover? » And that when they forced her to folicit for 
pecuniary aid, they delayed the payment of the fubfidy, that it might 
not be received till it could produce no effect ? 

This, my Lords, is not only evident from the manifeft abfurdity of 
their conduét upon any other fuppofition, but. from the general 
fcheme which has always been purfued by the man whofe didtatorial 
inftructions regulate the opiniohs of all thofe that conftitute the mi- 
niftry, and of whom it is well known, that it has been the great purs 
pofe of his life to aggrandize France, by applying to her for affiftance 
jn imaginary diftrefles from fiGtitious confederacies, and by facrifeing 
to her in return the Houfe of Auftria, and the commerce of Britain, 

How then, my Lords, ean it be aflerted by us, that the Houfe of 
Auftria has been vigilantly fupported ? How can we approve mea- 
fures of which we difcover no effect but the experice of the nation? 
A double expence; produced firft, by raifing troops, which though 
eranted for the affiftance of the Auftrians, have been made. ufe of 
only for the protection of Hanover, and by the grant of money in the 
place of thefe troops which were thus fallacioufly obtained, and thus 
unprofitably employed ! 

For what. purpofe thefe forces were in reality raifed, I. fuppofe ne 
man can be ignorant, and no man to whom it is known.can poffibly 
approve it. How then, my Lords, can we concur in an Addrefs 
by which the people muft be perfuaded, that we either are deceived 
ourfelves, or endeavour to impofe upon. them ; that. we either dare 
not condemn any meafures however deftructive, or that at leaft we are 
inv hafte to approve them, left enquiry fhould difcover their tendency 
tvo plainly to leave us the power of applauding them, without an 
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open declaration of our own impotence, or difregard for the welfare 
of the publick. 

The complaints of the people are already clamorous, and their 
difcontent open and univerfal; and furely the voice of the people 
ought at leaft to awake us to an examination of their condition, And 
though we fhould not immediately condemn thofe whom they cenfure 
and deteft, as the authors of their miferies, we ought at leaft to pay 
fo much regard to the accufation of the whole community, as not to 
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reject it without enquiry, as a fufpicion merely chimerical. 

Whether thefe complaints and fufpicions, my Lords, proceed from 
real injuries and imminent dangers, or from falfe accufations and 
groundlefs terrors, they equally deferve the attention of this Houfe, 
whofe great care is the happinefs of the people. People equally 
worthy of your tendernefs and regard, whether they are betrayed by 
one party or another ; whether they are plundered by the advocates 
of the adminiftration, under pretence of fupporting the government, 
or affrighted with unreafonable clamours by the opponents of the: 
court, under the fpecious appearance of protecting liberty. The 
people, my Lords, are in either cafe equally miferable, and deferve 
equally to be refcued from diftrefs. 

By what method, my Lords, can this be effected, but by fome 
publick aflurance from this Houfe, that the tranfaGiions of the nation 
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fhall no longer be concealed in impenetrable fecrecy ; that meafures 
fhall be'no ‘longer approved without examination; that publick evils 
fhall be traced to their caufes ; and that difgrace, which they have 
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hitherto brought upon the publick, ‘fhall fall for the future only upon 
the authors of them, 
Of giving this affurance, and of quieting by it the clamours of the 
people ; clamours which, whether juft or not, are too formidable to be 
flighted, and too loud not to be heard, we have now the moit proper 
opportunity before us. The Addrefs which the pradtice of our an- 
ceftors requires us to make to his Majefty, may give us occafion of 
exprefling at once our loyalty to the Crown, and our fidelity to our 
country, ‘our:zeal for the horiour of our Sovereign, and our regard 
for the happinefs. of the people. 
For this purpofe it is neceflary that, as we preferve the practice of 
our anceftors in one refpect, we revive itin another; that we imitate 
thofe in juft freedom of language whom: we follow. is the decent forms 
of ceremony; and fhew, that as we preferve, like them, a due 
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fenfe of the regal dignity, fo like them we know likewife how to 
preferve our own, and defpife flattery on one fide, as we. decline 
rudenefs on the other. 

A practice, my Lords, has prevailed of late, which cannot but be 
allowed pernicious to the publick, and derogatoty from the honour of 
this Aflembly ; a practice of retaining inour Addrefs the words of the 
Speech, and of following it fervilely from périod to period, as. if it 
were expected that we fhould always adopt the fentiments of the 
Court ; as if we were not fummoned to advife but to approve, and 
approve without examination. 

By fuch Addreffes, my Lords, all enquities: may be eafly. pre- 
cluded ; for the minifter by whom the Speech is compiled, may eafily 
introduce the moft criminal tranfaCtions in fuch a manner, as that 
they may obtain the approbation of this Houfe ; which he may plead 
afterwards at our bar, when he fhall be called before it, and either in- 
volve us in the difgrace of inconfiftency, and expofe us to general 
contempt, or be acquitted by our former fuffrages, which it would 
be reproachful to retract, and yet criminal to confirm, 

It is not neceflary, my Lords, on this occafion to obferve what 
all partiés have long fince acknowledged, when it did not promote 
their intereft to deny it, that every Speech from the Throne is to be 
confidered as the work of the minifter, becaufe it is generally writte: 
by him; or if compofed by the King himfelf, muft be drawn up in 
purfuance of the information and counfel of the miniftry, to whom it 
is therefore ultimately to be referred, and may confequently be exa- 
mined without any failure of refpect to the perfon of the Prince. 

This ought however to be obferved, my Lords, that it may appear 
more plainly how certainly this practice may be imputed to the artifices 

- of minifters, fince it does not promote the honour of the Prince, and 
manifeftly ob{tructs the intereft of the people; fince it is a practice 
irrational in itfelf, becaufe it is inconfiftent with the great purpofe of 
this Aflembly, and can therefore ferve no other purpofe than that of 
| procuring indemnity to the minifters, by placing them out of the 
| reach of future animadverfion. 

Let not, my Lords, the uninterrupted continuance of this practice 
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| for fome reigns be pleaded in its defence, for nothing is more worthy 
of the dignity of this Houfe, than to prevent the mu 
)dangerous precedents. ‘That a cuftom manifeftly injurious to the 
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caufe it acquires every year new authority and greater veneration: 
if when a nation is alarmed and diftracted, a cuftom of twenty years 
is not to be infringed, it may in twenty years more be fo firmly 
eftablifhed, that many may think it neceflary to be fupported, even 
when thofe calamities are inconteftably felt, which perhaps now are 
only feared. 

i fhall therefore, my Lords, propofe, that of the Addrefs moved 


for all be left out but the firft paragraph ; it will then be more con- 
fiftent with the honour of your Lordfhips, with our regard for the 
people, and with our duty to the Crown, and hope no Lord will re- 
fule his concurrence. 

Lord Ha 
My Lords, upon an attentive confideration of the Addrefs now pro 


RDWICKE rofe next, and {poke to the following effect : 
pofed, I am not able to difcover any obje€tions: which can juftly 
hinder the unanimous concurrence of this Aflembly, fince there is not 
any propolition contained in it either dangerous or uncertain. 

The noble: Lords. who have oppofed this motion with the moft ar. 
dent vehemence, are very far from denying what is aflerted in it; 
they readily grant that defigns are concerted by many formidable 
powers againift the Houfe of Auftria, and that the confequences of 
the ruin of that family muft extend to the utmoft parts of Europe, 
and endange 


the liberties of Britain itfelf; that the power of France 


will then be without a rival, and that fhe may afterwards gratify her 
ambition without fear ee ithout danger. 

Nor is it, my Lords, irk ey ious in itfelf, or lefs generally al- 
lowed, that this. is a time which demands the moft active vigour, the 
moft invariable eve, and the moft diligent difpatch; that 
nothing can interrupt the courfe of our common enemies but the 
wifeft counfels, oe the mof refolute oppofition ; and that upon our 
conduct at this great conjuncture may probably Aue the happinefs 
and liberty of ourfelves, our allies, and our pofterity. 


All this, my Lords, is allowed to be apparently and indifputably 


truc, [am therefore at a lofs to conceive what can be the occafion of | 
As the | 
caufes of the calamities which are faid to threaten us are not affigned | 
at full liberty to charge them | 
upon thofe who fhall appear from future enquiries to deferve fo heavy | 


the debate in which fome of your Lordfhips have engaged, 
urthe Addrefs, we fhall leave ourfelves 


an accufation. 


Dh Vcd Arad Aneel Gwell Lend ed fed GA oo Lo 


1741. | tHe ADR #-F s) st 


If the minifters of the court have by any inconftancy in their 


meafures, or folly in their negotiatrons, given an opportunity to the 


enemies of Europe to extend their influence, or endangered either 
our own intereft, or that of our allies; if they have by oppreffion 
or negligence eae from his Majefty the affections of his peoples 
‘or the confidence of his confederates, nothing that is contained in 


the Addrefs now before us can be produced by them in juftification 
| of their conduct, or fecure them from accufation, cenfure, and 
| punifhment. 

f the wary my Lords, has been hitherto carried on with clandeftine 


ftipulations, or treachérous compacts ; f our setts have received 


orders to retire from the coaft of Spain, only to give our enemies an 
| Opportunity of invading the dominions of the.Queen of Hunibay 
| or have without directions deferted their flations, and abandoned the 
| protection of our commerce and our colonies; we fhall, notwith- 
| ftanding this Addrefs, retain in our hands the privilege of aaa ee 
| Into their conduét, and the power, if it be found criminal, of inflict 

| ing fuch penalties as juftice fhall require. 
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t know not therefore, my Lords, upon what motives the debate is 


£ 1 


| Continued, nor what objections they are which hinder our unanimity, 
| at a time when all petty controverfies ought to be forgot, and al 


/ nominal diftinGtions laid afide; at a time when general danger may 
|juftly claim general attention, and we ought to fufpend the afiertion 
| of our particular opinions, and the profecution of our feparate inte- 
'refts, and regard only the oppofition of France, the fupport of our 
allies, and the prefervation of our country. 

The noble Lords who have offered their fentiments on this oc 
fon, have very diffufely expatiated on the miferies that iaiseaa's over 
'us, and have fhewn uncommon dexterity and acutenefs in tracing 
‘them all to ofie fource, the weaknefs or difhonefty of the Britifh 
| miniftry. 

) . For my part, my Lords, though perhaps I believe that many cir- 
| cumftances of the prefent diftrefs are to be imputed to accidents 
which could not be forefeen, and that the conduct of the miniftry, 
However fometimes difappointed of the effects intended by it, was 
\yet prudent and’ fincere, I fhall at prefent forbear to engage in their 
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how we were involved in our prefent difficulties, as. by what means 
we may be extricated fiom them. 

‘The method by which weak ftates.are made. ftrong, and by which 
thofe that are already powerful, are enabled to exert their ftrength 
with efiicacy is the promotion of union, andthe abolition of all fuf- 
picions by which the people may be incited to a diftruft of their So- 
vereign, or,the Sovereign provoked .to.a difregard of his. people. 
With this view, my Lords, all Addrefles ought to be drawn up, and 
this confideration will be fufficient to reftrain us from any innova- 
tions at a time like this. 

If it fhould be granted, my Lords, that the ancient method, were 
better adapted to» the general intention of Addrefles, more corre- 
{pondent to the dignity of this Houfe, and liable to fewer inconve- 
niencies than that which later times have introduced, yet it will not 
follow that we can now fafely change it. 

Nothing in. the whole dodtrine. of politics is better known, than 
that.there: are times when the redrefs of grievances inveterate and 


-cuftomary is not to be attempted; times when the utmoft care is 


barely fufficient to avert extreme calamities, and prevent a total dif- 
{olution ; and in which the confideration of lighter evils muft not 
be fuffered to interrupt more important counfels, or divert that at- 
tention which the prefervatien of the ftate neceflarily- demands. 

Such, my Lords, is the prefent time, even by the confeffion of thofe 
who have oppofed the motion, and of whom. therefore it. may be 
reafonably demanded, Why they wafte thefe important hours in. 
debates upon forms and words? 

For that only forms and words have produced the debate, muft 
be apparent, even to themfelves, when the fervour of controverfy 
fhall have flackened; when. that vehemence, with which the moft 
moderate are suai tranfported, and that acrimony,' which can- 
dour isfelf cannot always forbear, {hall give way to reflection and to 
reaion.. hat the danger is preffing, and that preffing dangers re- 
quire expedition and unanimity, they willingly grant; and what 
more is afferted in the Addrefs ? 

That any Lord fhould be unwilling to concur in the cuftomary 
expreflions of thankfulnefs and duty to his Majefty, or in. acknow- 
ledgments of that regard for this Aflembly with which he afks our 
afiiftance and_adyice, I am unwilling to fufpe@; nor.can I. imagine 
that any part of the oppofition to this. s.propolal can be produced by 
unyil- 
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‘of Hungary’s intereft, have declared the Houfe of Auftria the only 
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unwillingnefs to comply with his Majefty’s demands, and to*promife 
that advice and affiftance, which it is our duty, both to’our Sove- 


‘reign, our country, and ourfelves, to offer. 


That thofe, my Lords, who have expreffed in terms fo full of in- 
dignation their refentment of the imaginary neglect of the Queen 
bulwark of Europe, and exprefled their dread of the encroachments 
of France’ with emotions which nothing but real paffion can produce, 
fhould be unwilling to aflert their refolution of adhering to the 
Pragmatic “SanCtion, and of defending the liberties of the empire, 
cannot be fuppoled. 

“And-yet, my Lords, what other reafons of their conduct can be 
affiened either by the emperor, or the people, or the allies of Bri 
tain; thofe allies whofe claim they fo warmly aflert, and whofe me- 
rits they fo loudly extol? Will it not be imagined in foreign courts, 
that the meafures now recommended by the emperor, are thought. 
not confiftent with the intereft of the nation? Will it not be readily 
believed, that we propofe to abandon thofe defigns of which we 
cannot be perfuaded to declare our approbation? 

What will be the confequence of fuch an opinion artfully propa- 
gated by France, and confirmed by appearances fo likely to deceive, 
may eafily be forefeen, and fafely predicted. “The French will pro- 
fecute their fchemes with frefh ardour, when they dread no longer 
any interruption from the only nation able to refift them; and it is 
well known, my Lords, how often confidence, by exciting courage, 
produces fuccefs. | 

Nor indeed can the fuccefs of their endeavours, thus animated and 
quickened, be eafily doubted, fince the fame appearances that en- 
courage then will intimidate their enemies. Our allies will then 
think no longer of union againft the general enemy; they mutt 
imagine their united force infufficient, and the only emulation 
among{t them will quickly be, which fhall firft offer his liberty to 
fale, who fhall firft pay his court to the mafters of the world, and 
merit mercy by a fpeedy fubmiffion. 

Thus, my Lords, will the Houfe of Auftria, that Houfe fo faith- 
ful to Britain, and fo fteady in its oppofition to the defigns of the 
French ambition, be finally funk in irrecoverable ruin, by thofe who 
appear to pleafe themfelves with declamations in its praile, and refo- 
lutions for its defence; and who never fpeak of the French without 


rage ‘and deteftation. 
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If on this occafion, my Lords, we fhould.give any fufpicion of 
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unufual difcontent, what could be concluded but that we are un- 
willing any longer to embarra{s ourfelves with remote confiderations, 
with taxes for the prefervation of the. rights.of 
other Sovereigns, and to hazard armies in the defence of the conti- 


nent? What can our allies think, but that we are at prefent weary 


£ 


* 


of the burthenfome and expenfive honour of holding the. balance of 
power in our hands, are content. to refign .the unquiet. province, of 
the arbiters of Europe, and propofe to confine our.care hencefor- 
ward to our immediate intereft, and fhut up ourfelves in our own 


1 


That this. is the real defign of any of thofe noble Lords who have 
oppofed the motion, | do not intend to infinuate ; for I doubt. not 
but th ey believe the general intereft both of this nation and its allies, 
moft likely to, be promoted by the method of Addrefs which they 
recommend, fince they declare that they do not think our ftate def- 
perate, and confefs the importance of the affairs on which we are 
required by his Majeity to deliberate, to be fuch, that nothing ought 
to reprefs our endeavours but impoflibility of fuccefs, 

Duch is, the slain and experience of thofe noble Lards, that 
the hopes which I had formed of feeing the deftruGtive attempts of 
the French once more defeated, and power reftored again to that 
equipoife which is necef flary to the continuance of tranquillity and 
happinefs, have received new ftrength from their concurrence, and 
I fhall now hear ie lefs folicitude the threats of France, 

‘That the French, my Lords, are not invincible, the noble Duke 
who fpoke laft has often experienced; nor is there ‘any reafon for 
imagining that they are. now more formidable than when we en- 
countered them in the fields of Blenheim and Ramillies, Nothing 
is requifite but a firm union among thofe princes who are immedi- 
ately in danger from their encroachments, to reduce them to with- 
draw their forces. from the countries of their neighbours, and quit, 
for the defence of their own territories, their {chemes of beftowing 
empires, and dividing GURU ss 

‘That. fuch an union is. now cultivated, we have been informed by 
his Majefty, whofe endeavours will probably be fuccefsful, however 
they may at firft be thwarted and obftructed ; becaufe the near ap- 
proach of danger will roufe thofe whom avarice has ftupified, or 
negligence intoxicated ; thus truth and reafon will become every day 


more, 
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more powerful, and fophiftry and artifice be in time certainly de- 
tected. 

When therefore, my Lords, we are engaged in confultations 
which may affect the liberties of a great part ot mankind, and by 


1.1 


which our pofterity to many ages may be made happy or miferable 5 


when the daily progrefs of the enemies of juftice and of freedon 


’ 
ought to awaken us to vigilance and expedition, and there are yet 


oO 
gl 


a hopes that diligence and firmnefs may preierve us from ruin, 

-us not wafte our time in unneceflary debates, and keep the na- 
tions of Europe in fufpence by the difcuffion of a queftion, the deci« 
fion of which may be delayed for years, without any manifeft in- 
convenience. Let us not embarrafs his Majefty by an’ unufual form 
of Addrefs, at a time when he is hk alliances, and forming 
plans for the refcue of the empire 

Nothing, my Lords, is more remote from the real end of Ad- 
drefies, than a reprefentation of them as made only to the minifter ; for 


4 


if there be any commerce between a prince and his fubjects, in 
which he is the immediate agent, if his perfonal dign ity be inte- 
refted in any act of government, I think itis not to be denied, that in 


ac 


eceiving the Addrefles of the two Houfes, he aflumes a peculiar and 


gifting charaGter, which cannot be confounded with his counfel or 


miniftry. 

The Duke of Arcyte rofe again, and fpoke to this effect: 
—My Lords, if there was now any conteft’ amongit us ‘ for 
{uperiority. of regard to his Majefty, of zeal for his honour, or re- 
verence of his perfon, I fhould not doubt of proving that no Lord in 
this Houfe can boaft of more ardour, fidelity, or refpeét than my- 
felf; and if the chief queftion now amongft us related to the terms 
in which h¢ deferves to be addrefled by-us, I fhould be unwilling 
that any man fhould propofe language more fubmiffive and reve- 
rend, or more forcible and comprehenfive than myfelf. 

But Addrefles, however they may for prefent purpofes be repre- 
fented as regarding the perfonal character of the King, are in reality 
nothing more than replies to a fpeech compofed by the minifter, 
whofe meafures, if we fhould appear to commend, our panegyric 
may; in fome future proceeding, be cited againft us. Every Addrefs 
therefore ought to be confidered as a public record, and to be'drawn 
up, to inform the nation, not to miflead our Sovereign. 
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‘The Addrefs now propofed, is indeed equally indefenfible totwham- 


foever it may be fuppofed to relate.) (If it refpeats the people, ‘itocan 
only drive theny to defpair if it be! confined to. the Sovereign, our 
advice, not.our panegyric, is now. requited, and Europe is:to-be 
preferved from: ruin, not by our eloquence, but our fincerity, siRe- 
fpect to his Majefty, my Lords, will be beft thewn by preferving his 
Influence in other nations, and his authority in his own empire. 
This can only be done by fhewing him. how the one has: been im- 
paired, and how the other may be in time endangered, 

By Addrefles like this which is now propofed, my Lords, ‘has:his 
Majefty been betrayed into an inadvertent approbation of meafures 
pernicious to the nation, and difhonourable to himfelf, and will now 
be kept ignorant of the defpicable condu@ of the war, the treacherous 
connivance at the defcent of the Spaniards upon the dominions of 
the Queen of Hungary, and the contempt with which every nation 
of the continent has heard of the neutrality lately concluded. By 
Addreffes like this, my Lords, have the rights of the nation been 
filently given up, and the invaders of liberty, and violators of our 
Jaws. preferyed from profecution; by fuch Addrefles have our Mo- 
narchs been ruined at one tyme, and our country enflaved at 
another. 

Lord Harrincton fpoke. next, in the following manner: My 
Lords, it is neceflary to explain that treaty of neutrality which has 
been mentioned by fome Lords as an ac to the laft degree. fthame- 
ful, an act by which the nation has been difhonoured, and the gene- 
ral liberties of Europe have been betrayed; a reprefentation fo dif- 
tant from the truth, that it. can only be imputed to want of infor. 
mation, 

This treaty of neutrality, my Lords, is fo far from being repreach- 
ful to this nation, that it has no relation to it, being made by his 
Majefty not in the chara€ter.of Emperor of Britain, but Ele&tor. of 
Hanover; noris any thing ftipulated by it but fecurity of the domi- 
nions of Hanever, from the invafion of the French for a fingle year. 

What part of this tranfaction, my Lords, can be fuppofed to fall 
under the cognizance of this Aflembly? Or with what propriety can 
it be mentioned in our debates, or produce an argument on either 
fide? That the dominions of Britain and Hanover are diftin@ and 
independent on each other, has often been aflerted, and aflerted with 
truth; and I hope thofe who {a ftudioufly feparate their intereft on 
all 
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all ‘other occafions, will ‘not now unite them only to reflect mali- 
cionfly on the conduct of his Majefty. 

ido not indeed charge any Lord with a defign fo malignant and 
unjut; having already aflerted it as my opinion, that thefe reproaches 
were produced only by ignorance of the true {tate of the affair, but 
cannot with equal readinefs allow that ignorance to be wholly 
jlamelefs, 

Itis' neceflary, my’ Lords, in common life, to every man who 
would avoid contempt and ridicule, to refrain from fpeaking, at leaft 
from’ {peaking with confidence, on fubjects with which he has not 
nrvadehimfelf fufficiently acquainted. This caution, my Lords, is 
more néceflary when his difcourfe tends to the accufation or reproach 
of another, becaufe he can then only efcape contempt himfelf by 
bringing it, perhaps unjuftly, on him whom he condemns. Jt is 
more ‘néceflary, ftill to him who fpeaks in the public council of the 
nation, and who may by falfe reflections injure the’ public intereft, 
and is yet more indifpenfably required in him who affumes the pro- 
vince of examining the conduét of his Sovereign. 

Lord Ist ay {poke in fubftance as follows: My Lords, it appears 
that all'thofe who have fpoke on either fide of the prefent queftion, 
however they may generally differ in their opinions, agree at leaft in 


ja 


ene affertion; that the time which is fpentin this debate might be 
far more ufually employed, and that we in fome degree defert the 
great caufe of liberty, by giving way to trifling altercations. 

This indeed is an argument of equal force for a conceflion on 
either fide ; but as in affairs of fuch importance, no man ought to 
a&t’ in a manner contrary to the convictions of his own reafon, it 
cannot be expected that we fhould be unanimous in our opinion, or 
that the difpute fhould be determined otherwife than by the vote. 

I haveindeed heard no arguments againft the motion, which re- 
quire long confideration; for little of what has been urged, has in 
my opinion been very nearly connected with the queftion before usy 
which is not whether the minifters have purfued or neglected the in- 
tereft of the nation, whether the laws have been violated or ob- 
ferved, the war timoroufly or magnanimoufly conducted, or our ne- 
gotiations managed with dexterity or weaknefs, but whether we 
fhall offer to his Majefty the Addrefs propofed. 

In this Addrefs, «my Lords, it has never yet been proved that any 
affertions are contained either falfe, or uncertain in themfelves, or 
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contrary to the dignity of this Aflembly, that any act of cowardice 

or treachery, any crime, or any error will be fecured by it from de- 

1 from punifhment. 

Vhat this, my Lords, may appear more plainly, I move that the 
: 


motion ol be read; nor do I doubt but- that the queftion will, by 
a clofer examination, be fpeedily decided. 


f The motion being again read, in order to put the queftion,] 
Lord Baruurstr fpoke to the effec following » My Lords, I 
that by reading the.mo- 
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know. not why the noble Lord fhould expect 
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tion, a more sill determination o quefiion would be produced ; 


for if the repeated confideration of it operates:upon the minds of the 
Lords that. have oppofed it, in Fis fame manner aS upon mine, it 
will am confirm their opinion, and ftrengthen their refolution. 

We are required, my Lords, to join in an Addrefs of thanks to 
bis Majelty for his endeavours to maintain the balance of power; in 
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am Addrefs, that implies a falfhood open and indifputable, and which 


ip 
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will therefore only make us contemptible to our fel fllowefubjedis, our 
allies, and our enemies. 

What is meant, my Lords, by the balance of power, but fuch'a 
diftribution of dominion, as may keep the fovereign powers in mu- 
tual dread of each other, and by conequence preferve peace ; fuch 
an equality of ftrength between one prince, or one confederacy and 
another, that the hazard of war ithall be nearly. equal om each fide ? 
But which of your Lordfhips will affirm, that this is now the ftate 
ef Europe? 

It is evident, my Lords, that, the French are far from imagining 
that there is now cps: power which can be put in the balance againit 
their own, and therefore diftribute kingdoms by caprice, and exalt 
Em, perors, upon stl own. terms. 

It is evident, that the continuance of the balance of power is not 
now. to be perceived by its natural confequences, tranquillity and 
liberty ; the whole continent is now in confufion, laid wafte by the 
ravages of armies, fubject to one fovereign to-day, and to-morrow 
to another: there is fcarcely any place where the calamities of war 
are not, felt or expected, and where property by confequence is not 

nee eats and life itfelf in continual danger. 

One happy corner of the world indeed is to be found, my Lords, 
fecured fro om ih and maflacre, for one year at leaft, by a well- 
imed which, on what terms it was obtained, 1 would 


gladly 
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gladly hear, and whether it was purchafed at the expence of the 
onour of Britain, though. the advantages of it are confined to 
danover. 


But as 1 am not of opinion, my Lords, that the balance of power 


- 


is preferved by the fecurity of Hanover; or that thofe. territories, 


_ however important, will be able to furnith forces equivalent to the 


power of France, I cannot agree to promife in an Addrefs of this 
Houfe. to afift His Majefty in maintaining the balance of power, 
though I fhall chearfully give my concurrence in every juft and 
vigorous effort to reffore it. 

But as it may be urged, that any direct expreffions of difcontent 
may be too wide a deviation from the common forms, which for a 
long time have admitted nothing but fubmiffion and adulation, I fhall 
only venture to propofe, that we may at leaft contract our Addrefs, 
that if we do not in plain language declare all our fentiments, we 
may however affirm nothing that we do not think; and 1 am confi~ 
dent, that all the praifes which can be juftly beftowed on the late 
meafures, may be comprized in a very few words. 

It has been infinuated, that this change of our ftile may eA 


= 


furprize His Majefty, and raife in him fome fufpicions of difconte 
and difapprobation ; that it may incline him. to believe his Minh 4h 
either not. underftood by us, or not applauded, and divert him from 


his prefent fchemes by the neceffity of an,enquiry into the reafons of 
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And. for what other purpofe, my Lords, fhould fuch a change of 


our {tile be propofed? Why fhould we deny on this occafion the 
encomiaftic language which has been of late fo profufely beftowed, 
but to fhew that we think this time too dangerous for flattery, and 
the meafures now purfued fuch as none but the moft abject flatterers 
can commend? 

I fhould hope, that if it be afked by His Majefty to what caufe 
it is to be imputed, that the Addrefs of this Houle is fo much, con- 
tracted, there would be found fome amongit us honeft enough to 
anfwer, that all which can be faid with truth is contained in, it, and 
that flattery and falfhood were not coniiftent with the dignity of the 
Lords of Britain. 

I hope, my. Lords, fome-one amongft us would explain to His 
Majefty the decency.as well.as the integrity of our conduct, and in- 
form.him that we have hinted. our difcontent in the moft refpectful 
manner 5 
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manner; and where there was fuficient room for the loudeft cenfure, 
have fatistied ourfelves with modeft filence, with a mere negation of 
applaufe. 


SLs i 


Lou 


Should we, my Lords, in ‘oppofition to the complaints of our 
countrymen, to the reprefentations of our allies, and all the convic- 


wed fixe.) vmod 


tion which our reafon can admit, or our fenfes produce, continue to 


act this farce of approbation, what can His Majefty conceive, but 
that thofe meafures which we applaud, ought to be profecuted as the 


moft effectual and fafe? And what confequence but total ruin can 


arife from the profecution of meafures by which we are already re- 


duced to penury and contempt? 


SiS LS 141 


Lord CHoLMONDELEY fpoke next to the following purpofe :— 
My Lords, It is never without grief and wonder that I hear any 


fufpicion infinuated of injuftice or impropriety in His Majefty’s mea- 


fures, of whofe wifdom and goodnefs I have fo much knowledge, as 
to affirm with the utmoft confidence, that he is better acquainted 


eCiey 


than any Lord in this Afiembly with the prefent ftate of Europe; fo 
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pa 


re-eftablifhed; and that he purfues the beft methods with the utmoft 
purity of intention, and the moft inceflant diligence and application. 
That the jufteft intentions may be fometimes defeated, and the 
wifeft endeavours fail of fuccefs, I fhall readily grant; but it will not 
follow, that we ought not to acknowledge that wifdom and integrity 
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which is exerted in the profecution of our intereft, or that we ought 


not to be grateful for the benefits which were fincerely intended, 
though not actually received. 


that he ts more able to judge by what methods tranquillity may be 


The wifdom of His Majefty’s counfels, my Lords, is not fuffici- 
ently admired, becaufe the difficulties which he has to encounter are 
not known; or not obferved. Upon His Majefty, my Lords, lies 
: 
| 


Al the tafk-of teaching the powers of the continent to prefer their real 
wn to their feeming intereft, and to difregard for the fake of diftant hap- 
i pinels, immediate acquifitions and certain advantages. His Majefty 
is endeavouring to unite in the fupport of the Pragmatic Sanction 


iil thofe powers whofe dominions will be enlarged by the violation of it, 


and whom'France bribes to her intereit with the fpoils of Auftria ; 
and who can wonder that fuccefs is not eafy in attempts like this? 
In fuch meafures we ought doubtlefs to endeavour to animate his 
Miajefty, by an Addrefs at leaft not lefs expreffive of duty and refpect 
than thofe which he has been accuftomed te receive; and therefore 
. { hall 
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I thail concur with the noble Lords, who made and fupported the 


motion. | 
[The Queftions, on a divifion, pafled in the affirmative, Con- 


4 


tent. 88... Not Content. 43. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
December 8, 1741. 
DEBATEJON TOHE ADDRES Ss 


Commons who attended in the Houfe of Lords, having heard his 
Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes, returned to their’own Houfe, where 
a copy of it being this day read to them by the Speaker, Mr. He As 


Herpert moved for an Addrefs, in words to this effect: 


Srr, To addrefs the throne on the prefent occafion, is a.cuftom 
which, as it is founded om reafon and decency has always been ‘ob- 
ferved by the Commons of. Britain ; nor do I fufpect-this Houle of 
any intention to omit thofe forms of refpect to-his Majefty, which 
our anceftors always preferved even under princes whofe conduG& and 
defigns gave them no claim to reverence or gratitude. 

To continue therefore, Sir, a practice which. the nature of- govern- 
ment itfelf, makes neceflary, and which cannot but be acknowledged 
to be in a peculiar degree, proper under a prince whofe perfonal vir~ 
tues are fo generally known, I hope for the indulgence of this Houfe 
in the liberty which I fhall take- of propofing an Addrefs ‘to this 
effect : 

That we fhould beg leave to congratulate his Majefty, upon his 
{afe and happy return to thefe his kingdoms, and to return our fincere 
thanks for his moft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and aflure him 
at the fame time, that with hearts full of duty and gratitude, we 
cannot but acknowledge his Majefty’s regard and attention to the 
honour and intereft-of this nation. | 

To obferve that the great and impending dangers that threaten 
plexed Situation of affairs, 
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Europe, under the prefent critical and per 
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have been reprefented by his Majefty tohis Parliament, for their ad- 
vice and affiftance, with fuch paternal concern, and fuch affe@ion to 
his people, fuch confidence in his faithful Commons, and fuch anxiety 
| for the general good of Europe, as cannot fail to excite in us a due 
fenfe of his Majefty’s goodnefseand condefcenfion ; and therefore to 
aflure his Majefty, in the ftrongeft manner, that this Houfe will, as 
often as thefe momentous affairs fhall come under our confideration, 
give his Majefty fuch advice, as becomes dutiful and faithful fubjects, 
and fuch affiftance and fupport, as fhall be moft conducive to the 
honour and true intereft of his crown and kingdoms. 

That we thank his Majefty for his royal care in profecuting the 
war with Spain; and that’ in order to anfwer thefe neceffary purpofes, 
we will grant fuch efféétual fupplies, as fhall enable his Majefty, not 
only to be in a readinefs to fupport his friends and allies, at fuch times 
and in fuch manner as the exigency and circumftances of affairs hall 
require, but to oppofe and defeat any attempts that fhall be made 
again{t his Majefty, his crown and kingdoms, or againft thofe, who 
being equally engaged with his Majefty by the faith of treaties, or 
united by common intereft and common danger, fhall-be willing to 
concert fuch meafures, as fhall be found neceflary and expedient for 
maintaining the balance of Europe. 
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This Addrefs, which in my opinion will contain both a proper 
aniwer to his Majefty’s Speech, and a decent declaration of our grati- 
tude and duty, will not I hope be oppofed. For furely it cannot be 
charged with aflerting any thing that is either falfe or mean, with 
beitowing any unneceflary panegyric, or with maintaining any fact 
that is not generally allowed. | 

Mr. Trevor feconded him in the manner following. Sir, As 
the neceflity of an Addrefs to his Majefty cannot be difputed, the 
only queftion on this occafion muft be, Whether the Addrefs now 


propoled be fuch as it may become this Houfe to offer in the prefent 
conjuncture of. affairs. | 


In an Addrefs, Sir, it is necefiary to preferve at once the refpeét 
due to our Sovereign, and the dignity which may juftly be afflumed 
by the reprefentatives of the people of Britain, a people whofe birth- 
right gives them a claim to approach their Sovereign, not indeed 
without the utmoft refpect, but with language, which abfolute mo- ~ 
narchs never-hear from the flaves: by whom they are furrounded. 


This 
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the Addrefs now yh ait i 
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we our offers of advice, and aflert.our claim to the direGion of 
the national expences a our runt to grant the neceflary fupplies. 


As there cannot therefore in my opinion, Sit, be any thing added 
to the Addrefs. now offered, and there appears to me no neceflity of 


any alteration or omiffion, I fecond the motion. 


Lord NoEext Somerset {poke next to this eftect:—Sir, Though 
I am far een ntending to reprefs.by fophiftical cavils, or trifling 
objections, the zeal wich the honourable Gentleman who propofed 
the Addrefs has fhewn for promo oting the public bufinefs, yet, as it 


is very inconfiftent Cae the duty of a-fenator to prefer civi lity to 


} 


truth, and to facrifice to ceremony or complaifance the intereft of 
his country, I think it neceflary to declare my opinion, that though 
the Addrefs propofed may admit of many amendments, which I leave 
to other gentlemen to make, I think the addition of one claufe abfo- 
lutely neceflary; that his Majefty may be defired not to engage this 
nation in a war for the prefervation of his foreign dominions; do- 
minions which, as they are in themfelves independent on the crown 
of Britain, and governed by different laws, and by a different right, 
have been feparated by an exprefs claufe from thefe kingdoms, in the 
act to which his Majefty owes his title to the throne. 

This requeft, Sir, is at this time particularly expedient, when the 
continent is in confufion, and the territories of Hanover are en- 
dangered by the approach of the French forces. Befides, as nothing 
is more fatal than groundlefs expectations of affiftance, i may con-~ 
tribute to the fafety of that people, to fhew them that they are to de- 

pend upon their own ftrengt! ‘a to call their forces together, to fortify 
towns, and guard their avenues ; and that, if they fit indolent 
and carelefs, in confidence that the power of Britain will be employed 
in their defence, they will only give their enemies an eafy conqueit, 
and enflave themfelves and their pofterity to a foreign power: I move 


tis 


therefore, That his Majefty be petitioned in our Addrefs, not to 
engage thefe kingdoms in a war for the ea fe of his foreign 


dominions. 
Mr. Suipren rofe and fpoke thus:—Sir, I know not with what 
eed Pan Phy 
fuccefs I may affert, in this fenate, pofitions, for which 1 have for- 


merly been cenfured, and, which few other members have hitherte 
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knowledged to a&t confiftently with myfelf in feconding the noble 
perfon who fpoke laft; and I am-convineed, that many of thofe who 
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differ from me in opinion, would gladly be able to boait of re- 
fembling me in congruity of principles, and fteadinefs of conduct. 

But fteadinefs, Sir, is the effect only of integrity, and congruity 
the confequence of conviction: he that {peaks always what he thinks, 
and endeavours by diligent enquiry to think aright before he ventures 
to declare his fentiments; he that follows, in his fearches, no leader 
but reafon, nor expects any reward from them but the advantage of 
difcovering truth, and the pleafure of communicating it, will not 
eafily change his opinion, becaufe it will feldom be eafy to thew 
that he who has honeftly enquired after truth, has failed to attain it. 

For my part, lam not afhamed nor afraid to affirm, that thirty 
years have made no change in any of my political opinions; I am 
now grown old in this Houfe, but that experience which is the con- 
fequence of age, has only confirmed the principles with which I en- 
tered it many years ago; time has verified the predi€tions which 
I formerly uttered, and I have feen my conjeétures ripened into 
knowledge. 

I fhould be therefore without excufe if either terror could affright, 
or the hope of advantage allure me from the declaration of my opi- 
nions ; opinions which 1 was not deterred from aflerting, when the 
profpect of a longer life than I can now expect might have added to 
the temptations of ambition, or aggravated the terrors of poverty 
and difgrace; opinions for which 1 would willingly have fuffered 
the fevereft cenfures, even when I had efpoufed them only in com- 
pliance with reafon, without the infallible certainty of experience. 

Of truth it has been always obferved, Sir, that every day adds to 
its eftablifhment, and that falfhoods, however fpecious, however 
fupported by power, or eftablifhed by confederacies, are unable to 
ftand. before the ftroke of time. Againft the inconveniencies and 
vexations of long life, may be fet the pleafure of difcovering truth, 
perhaps the only pleafure that age affords. Nor is it a flight fatis- 
action to a man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to find opportu- 
nities of reétifying his notions, and regulating his conduct by new 
lights. 

But much greater is the happinefs of that man to whom every day 
brings a new proof of the reafonablenefs of his former determina- 
tions, and who finds, by the moft unerring teft, that his life has 
been 
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been fpent in promotion of doétrines beneficial to mankind. This, 
Sir, is the happinefs which I now enjoy, and for which thofe who 
never fhall attain it, muft look for an equivalent in lucrative em- 
ployments, honorary titles, pompous equipages, and {plendid palaces. 

Thefe, Sir, are the advantages which are to be gained by a fea- 
fonable variation of principles, and by a ready compliance with the 
prevailing fafhion of opinions; advantages which I indeed cannot 
envy when they are purchafed at. fo high a price, but of which age 
and obfervation has too frequently fhewn me the unbounded influence; 
and to which I cannot deny that] have always afcribed the inftability 
of conduat, and inconfiftency of aflertions, which I have difcovered 
in many men, whofe abilities I have no reafon to depreciate, and 
of whom I cannot but believe they would eafily diftinguifh truth, 
were not falfhood recommended to-them by the ornaments of 
wealth, 

If there are in this new fenate any men devoted to their private in- 
tereft, ary who prefer the gratification of their paffions to the fafety 
and happinefs of their country, who can riot without remorfe in the 
plunder of their conftituents, who.can forget the anguifh of guilt in 
the noife of a feaft, the pomp of a drawing-room, or the arms ofa 
ftrumpet, and think expenfive wickednefs and the gaieties of folly 
equivalent to the fair fame of fidelity and the pcace of virtue, to them 
I fhall {peak to no purpofe; forI am far from imagining any power 
in my language to gain thofe to truth who have refigned their hearts 
to avarice or ambition, or to prevail upon men ‘to change opinions» 
which they have indeed never believed, though they are hired to affert 
them. There is a degree of wickednefs which reproof or argument 
cannot reclaim, as there is a degree of ftupidity which inftruction 
cannot enlighten. 

If my country, Sir, has been fo unfortunate as once more to com- 
mit her intereft to thofe who propofe to themfelves no advantage 
from their truit, but that of felling it, I may perhaps fall once more 
under cenfure for declaring my opinion, and be once more treated as 
a criminal for afflerting what they who punifh me cannot deny; for 
maintaining the inconfiftency of Hanover maxims with the happinefs 


| of this nation, and for preferving the caution which was fo ftrongly 
inculcated by the patriots that drew up the Act of Settlement, and 


gave the prefent Imperial Family their title to the Throne. 
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Thefe men, Sir, whofe wifdom cannot, be difputed, and, whofe 
zeal for his Majefty’s family was equal.to their knowledge, thought 
it requifite to provide fome fecurity againft the. prejudices of birth 
and education. They were far from imagining, that they were 
calling to the Throne a race of beings exalted above the frailties .of 
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humanity, or exempted by any peculiar privileges from error or from 
ignorance. 
They knew that every man was habitually, if not naturally, fond 


of his own nation, and that he was inclined to enrich it and defend it” 


at the expence of another, even, perhaps, of that to which he is in- 
degrees of greatnefs, wealth and power; for 
{tate 


which therefore, if reafon could prevail over prejudice, and every 
ted by ftri@t juftice, might claim more regard than 


debted for much higher 


every thing which makes one of life preferable to another; and 
action were regula 
that corner of the earth in which he only happened to be born, 

They knew, Sir, that confidence was not always returned, that 
we moft willingly truft thofe whom we have longeit known, and 
carefs thofe with moft fondnefs, oat e Bese: we find by ex- 
perience to correfpond with our own, without regard to particular 
circumftances which may entitle others to greater regard, or higher 


decre 


Sh 


ees of credit, or of kindnefs. 

Againft thefe prejudices which their favaci city enabled them to fore- 
fee, their integrity incited them to fecure’us, by provifions which 
every man then thought equitable and wife, becaufe no man was then 
hired to efpoufe a contrary opinion. 

To obviate the difpofition which a foreign race of princes might 
have to truft their original fubjects, it was enacted that none of them, 


fhould be capable of any place of truft or profit in thefe kingdoms. 


And to hinder 
Britain to Hanover, and enriching it -with the commerce of our 
traders, and the labours of our hufbandmen; from raifing taxes to 


augment the {plendour of a petty court, and increafing the garrifons 


of their mountains by mifapplying that money which this nation | 
fhould raife for its own deferice, it was provided that the Emperor of | 


Britain fhould never return to his 


in this kingdom, without any other care than that of gaining. the 


salen ap 


affections of his Britifh fab je 


hei ir pow er. 


native dominions, but refide always | 


&s, preferving their rights, and increafing | 


It 


our Monarchs .from transferring the revenues of | 
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It was'imagined by that Senate that the Electorate of Hanover, 4 
fubordinate dignity held by cuftom of homage to a greater power, 
ought to be thought below the regard of the Emperor of Britain, and 
that the Sovereign of a nation like this ought torremember a lower 
fiate only to heighten his gratitude to the people by whom he was 
exalted. They were far from imagining that Britainvand Hanover 
would in time be confidered as of equal importance, and«that their 


~< 


Sovereign would divide his years between one country and the other, 


and Aiba himéelf with exhibiting in Hanover the annual fhow of the 
pomp and dignity of a Britifh ee 

This claufe, Sir, however, a later fenate readily repealed ;- upon 
what motives | am not able to declare, -having never heard the argu- 
ments which prevailed upon their predeceflors to-enact it, confuted or 
invalidated ; nor have I found that the event has Be roduced any julifi- 
fication of their conduct, or that the nation has received as vy remark- 
able advantage from the travels of our Emperors. 

‘There is another claufe in that important aét which yet the Senate 


} 


has not adventured to repeal, by which it is s provided d, that this nation 
fhall not be engaged in war for the defence of the Hanoverian: domi- 
hions ; dominions of which we can have no intereft in the proteéction 
or prefervation; dominions perhaps of no great value into whatever 
hands chance and negligence may throw them, which their fituation 
bas made entirely ufelefi a naval power ; but wnich, thou 
cannot benefit, may man us, by diverting the attention of our So~ 
vereign, or withholding his affeCtions. 

Whether this claufe eh Sir, has not-fometimes been eluded, whether 
the fix thoufand Heffians which we once fupported were of ufe to any 
of the Britifh Reese, and whether a double number of the fame 
nation, now paid with our money for the defence 
Hungary, have not been thats ned only where they might defend 
Hanover, without the leaft advantage to our confederates, whether 
the nation has not been con ss! mned to gontte expences in the fu Sug 


of this alliance, by rail fing fos the Queen’s fervice troo ps which w 
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Only employed in the protection of Hanover, and then in i eiitoe 
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though I hope not-yet too late, to enquire. 
Pevis at Spd unnecellary, becaufe the claufe which is propofed 
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has been hitherto obferved or violated ; for the violation of it ought to 
engage usin fome meafures that may fecure us for the future from the 
like injury; and the obfervation of it is a manifeft proof how much 
it is approved by all parties, fince in fo many deviations from. this 
fettlement, and attinconftancy of conduct of which an example is: 
{carcely to be found, this law has been efteemed facred, the bulwark 
of our rights, and the boundary which the fovereign power has not 
dared to sialon | 

As his Majefty, Sir, has in a very folemn manner called upon v us 
for our advice and affiftance, what can be more proper than to lay | 
War is next to 


before him our opinion on this important queftion ! 
flavery one of the greateft calamities, and an unneceflary war therefore 
the greateft error of government, an error which cannot be too 
cautiouily obviated, or too fpeedily reformed. 

If we confider, Sir, the prefent ftate of the continent, there is 
nothing more probable than that the fubjeéts of the Elector of Hano- 
ver may folicit the affiftance of the Emperor of Britain, and therefore 
it is neceflary to inform them, that. their folicitations will be vain. 
If we enquire into the fufpicions of our fellow-fubjects, we fhall find 
them generally difturbed with fears, that they fhall be facrificed to the 
fecurity of foreign dominions, and therefore it is neceflary to recall | 
their affection to his Majefty where it is impaired, and confirm their | 
confidence where it has been hitherto preferved, by fhewing in the 
moft public manner, how vainly they have been difquieted, and how 
erolsly they have been miftaken. 

It is certainly our duty, Sir, to-give fuch advice as may moft truly 
inform his Majefty of the fentiments of his people, and moft effectu- _ 
ally eftablifh in the people an adherence to his Majefty; as it 1s cer- 
tain that no advice will be feconded by greater numbers than that 
which is propofed, nor can his Majefty by any act of goodnefs fo 
much endear his government, as by a ready promife to this nation 
of an exemption from any war in defence of Hanover. 

Lhope, Sir, it will not be objected, that by fuch requeft a fufpicion 


eiallit 
Wik 


be infinuated of defigns detrimental to the Britifh nation, and 
repugnant to the conditions on which his Majefty afcended the 
‘Ehrone, becaufe an objection of equal force may rife againit any ad=— 
vice whatever that fhall be offered by the’ Senate. 

It may be always urged, Sir, that to recommend any meafures, is 
to fappoie that they would not have been fuggefted to his Majefty by 


his. 
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his own wifdom, and by confequence that he is defective either in 
knowledge or in goodnefs, that he either miftakes or neglects the in- 
tereft of his people. ? 

‘Thus, Sir, may the moft laudable conduct be charged with {fedi- 
tion, and the moft awful regard be accufed of difrefpect, by forced 
confequences, and exaggerated language ; thus may Senates become 
ufelefs, left they fhould appear to be wifer than their Sovereign, and 
the Sovereign be condemned to act only by the information of fervile 


minifters, becaufe no public advice can fafely be given him. 


That kings muft act upon the information of others, that they can 
fee little with their own eyes through the mifts which flattery is con= 
tinually employed in raifing before them, and that they are therefore 
moft happy who have, by the conftitution of the country which they 
govern, an opportunity of knowing the opinions of their people with- 
out difguife, has yet never been denied by any who do not feparate 
the intereft of the King from that of the people, and leave mankind 
po political diftinCtion but that of tyrants and flaves. 

This, Sir, is the happinefs of the Emperor of Britain beyond other 
monarchs, an advantage by which he may be always enabled tg con 
template the happy and flourifhing itate of his fubjects, and to receive 
the bleffings and acclamations of millions that owe to his care their 
wealth and their fecurity. 

Of this advantage he cannot be deprived, but by the cowardice or 
the treachery of thofe men who are delegated by the people, as the 
guardians of their liberties; and furely it. requires no uncommon 
penetration to difcover, that no act of treafon can be equal in malig- 
nity to that perfidy which deprives the King of the affections of his 


- fubje€&ts, by concealing from him their fentiments and petitions. He 


that makes his Monarch hated, muft undoubtedly make him unhappy ; 
and he that deftroys his happinefs, might more innocently take away 
his life. 

To exempt myfelf therefore from fuch guilt, ta difcharge the truft 
conferred on me by my country, and to perform the duty which I owe 
to my King, I ftand up to fecond this motion. 

Mr. Gybbon fpoke next to the following purpofe':—=Sir, as it is 
not eafy to remember all the parts of an Addrefs by only once hearing 
it, and hearing it in a form different from that in which it is to be 
prefented, I think it neceflary to a more accurate confideration of it, 
that it fhould be read diftinétly to the Houfe. We may otherwile ' 

F 3 waite 


eT aera” Mea el a 


| 


¥ Sg sf STS SS GL SB SSS 
A} 
i 
oe 
= 
~ ke) pi: eB AT ee Dw [ DEC. Se 
i 


chal 
oe Tt 


wafte our time in debates, to which only our own forgetfulnefs: gives: 


t 


‘occafion; we may raife objections without reafon, and propofe amends 


' i 
ments where there is no defect. 


{The Addrefs was accordingly read, and Mr. Gybbon proceeded. ] 


2 mend xe.. omst 


Having now heard the Addrefs, 1 find by. experience the: propriety 


of my propofal, having remarked a claufe, which, immyopinion, is 


neceflary to be amended, and which I had not.obferved!when it: was 
repeated before. 
It is well known, that the Speeches: from the Throne, » though 


7. 


pronounced by the King, are always confidered as. the compofitions 


of the miniftry, upon whom any falfe aflertions would be charged, as 
the informers and counfellors of the Crown. 


& 
a) 


It is well known, likewife, that whenever this Houfe returns 


Thanks to the-King for any meafures that have been purfued, thofe 


gneafures-are fuppofed to be approved by them; and that approbation 


may be pleaded by the minifter in: lis defence, whenever he fhall be 


required to anfwer for the event of his countfels. 


nmy opinion, extremely unreafonable to propofe, 


Ty ee js .. yo _ 

it.is-thefefore, 11 
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that: Thanks fhould be returned to his Adajefty for his reyalcare in profe- 


r 
euting the war againft Spain’ for what has. been therconfequence;of, 


that care, for which our Thanks are to be with fo much -folemnity; 


returned, but defeats, difgrace and loffes, the ruin of:our merchants, 


Cc 


the imprifonment cf our-failors, idle fhows of armaments, and ufe- 


lefs expences ? 


’ 


What are the events which are to be recorded in an impartial ac= 
ed by fo long a train of infults.and 


eT 


eount of this war; a war provok 
i ps 


injuries, and carried on with fo apparent an inequality ‘of forces ? 
Have we defiroyed the fleets of our enemies, fired their. towns, and 


laid their fortreffes in ruins? Have we conquered their colonies, and 
1 


plundered their cities, and reduced them to a neceffity of receding 
from their unjuft claims, and repaying the plunder of our merchants £ 


Are their Ambafladors now foliciting peace at the Court of Britain, 


6r ‘applying to the neighbouring Princes to moderate the refentment 
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of their victorious enemies? 


I am afraid thatthe effects of our preparations, however formidable, 
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are very different; they have only raifed difeontent among our coun- 
trymen, and contempt among our enemies. ,We have fhewn that 
we are ftrong indeed, but that our force is. made/ineffeCtual by. our 
cowardice ; that when we threaten moft loudly, we perform nothing; 

that 
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that we draw our fwords but to brandifh them, and only wait an ep- 
portunity to fheath them in fuch a manner, as: not plainly to, confefs 
that we dare not {ftrike. ) 

If we confider, therefore, what effect our thanks for conduct like 
this muft naturally produce, it will appear that they can only encou- 


/yage our enemies, and difpirit our fellow-fubjedts. It will be ima- 


eined that’ the Spariancs are a powerful nation, which it was the 
higheft deeree-of temerity to attack ; a nation by whom it 1s honour 
faficient not to be overcome, and from whom we cannot be de- 
fended without the moft vigilant caution, and the moft extenfive 


| Knowledge both of politics and war. 


It will readily be perceived by the proud Spaniards, that. itis only 


4 


neceflary-to profecute their views a little lon to intimidate us 


with new gi and amufe us with new preparations; and th 
we, who are al ia fatished with our fuccefs, fhall foon be weary of 
a war‘from which it is plain that we never expected any advantage, 
and therefore fhall in a fhort time willingly receive fuch terms as 
our conquerors will bene us, 


Ttis‘always tobe remémbered how much all human affairs depend 
upon opinion, how often reputation fupplies the want of real power; 
by making thofe afraid who cannot be hurt, and by producing con 
fidence where there is no furperiority. ‘The opinion of which the 
fenate ought to endeavour the promotion; is confidence in their ftea- 
dinefs, honefty, and wifdom. Confidence which will not be much 
advanced by an Addrefs of Thanks for the condu& of the war 
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How juftly'may it be afked, when this Addrefs is fpread over the 


f world, what were the views with which the fenate of Britain peti- 


tioned their Sovereign to declare war againft Spain. 
If their defien was, as they then aflerted, to procure fecurity for 


© é 
the commeérce of America, and reparation for the injuries which 
their merchants had received, by what flu€tuation of cou fels, by 


5 am 


what prevalence of new opinjons have they now abanc ecg it? For 


that they have no longer the fame intentions, that they nowno more 


a4 


either propofe fecurity, or demand recompence, 1s evident ; fince 


though they have obtained neither, yet are they t hankful for the con- 


duct of the war. 


To what can this’ apparent inftability be’ imputed, but to the 
want either of wifdom to balance their own power with that of 
their enemies, and difcern the true intereft of their country, or ta 
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a mean compliance. with, the ‘clamouré of the people, to whom they 
durft not refufe the appearance of a wary though they hadino expec> 
tation. of honour or fuccefs? 

But in far other terms, Sir, will the. Spaniards, fpeale ofthe Ade 
drefs which is now propoled, <‘* Echold, fay our boafting enemies, 
the {pirit.and, wifdom.of that Aflembly, whofe counfels hold ‘the 
continent in fufpence, and whofe determinations change the -fate.of 
kingdoms; whole vote transfers fovereignty, covers the océan-with 
fleets, prefcribes the operation of diftant wars, and fixes, the balance 
of the world, Behold them amufed with idle preparations, levying 
money for mockeries of war, and returning thanks for the pleafure 
of the fhow. Beholdithem looking with wonderful tranquillity on 
the lofs of a great number. of their fhips, which have been feized 
upon their own coafts by our privateers, and congratulating them- 
felves and their. monarch..that any have been preferved.. How great 
would have been the exultation, and how loud the applaufes, had 
they fucceeded in any of their defigns; had they obftructed. the de» 
parture of our fleets, or hindered our defcent upon the dominions of 
the Queen of Hungary; had they confined. our privateers in our 
harbours, defeated any of our troops, or, over-run any of our colo~ 
nies? In what terms would they have exprefled their gratitude for 
victory, who are thus thankful for difappointments and difgrace?”? 

Such, Sir, muff be the. remarks. of our, enemies upon an Addrefs 
like that which is now propofed ; remarks which we and our allies 
muft be condemned.to_hear,. without attempting a reply... For what 
can be urged to extenuate the-ridicule of returning thanks where we. 
ought either to exprefs refentment,. offer confolations, and’ propofe 
the means_of better fuccefs, or cover our grief and fhame with pers 
petual filence? 

When it fhal] be told in foreign nations, that. the Senate of. Bri- 
tain had returned thanks for the efcape of the Spaniards. from Fer 
rol, theyr uninterrupted expedition to Italy, the embarraflment of their 
own trade, the captivity of their failors, and the deftruétion of their 
troops, what can they conclude, but that the Senate: of. Britain is 
a collection of madmen, whom madmen have deputed to tranfa& the 
publick affairs? And what muft be the influence. of {uch a people, 
and fuch a Senate, will be eafily conceived. 

if 1 have given way, Sir, in thefe obfervations, to any wanton 
hyperbole, or exaggerated aflertions, they will, I hope, be, pardoned 
by thofe who fhall refle€t upon the: real abfurdity of the propofal 
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which: Iam endeavouring to fhew in its true ftate, and by all who 
fhall: confider, that to ‘return thanks for the management of the 
war, is to return thanks for the carnage of Carthagena, for the ruin 
of our’merchants, for the lofs of our reputation, and for the exalta- 
tion of the family of Bourbon. 

I hope no man willbe fo unjuft, or can be fo ignorant, as to in- 
finuate or’believe, that impute any part of our mifcarriages to the 
perfonal conduct of his Majefty, or that I think his Majefty’s con- 
cern for the profperity of his people unworthy of the warmeft and 
fincereft gratitude. If the Addrefs were confined to the infpe€tion 
of our Sovereign alone, I fhould be very far from cenfuring or ridi- 
culing it; for his Majefty has not the event of war in his power, 
nor can confer upon his minifters or generals that knowledge which 
they have neglected to acquire, or that capacity which nature has 
denied them. He may perform more than we have a right to ex- 
pect, and yet be unfuccefsful ; he may deferve the utmoft gratitude, 
even when, by the mifconduct of his fervants, the nation is diftrefled. 

But, Sir, in drawing up an Addrefs, we fhould remember that we 
are declaring our fentiments not only to his Majefty, but to all Eu- 
rope; to our allies, our enemies, and our pofterity; that this Ad- 
drefs will be underftood, like all others; that thanks offered in this 
manner, by cuftom, fignify approbation ; and that therefore we muft 
at prefent reprefs our gratitude, becaufe it can only bring into con- 
tempt’our Sovereign and ourfelves. 

Sir RopertT WaLpoLe fpoke next to this effect: Sir, Iam very 


far-from thinking that the war againft Spain has been fo unfuccefs- 


ful. as fome gentlemen have reprefented it; that the lofles which we 
have fuffered have been more frequent than we had reafon to expec 
from the fituation of our enemies, and the courfe of our trade; or 
our defeats, fuch as the common chance of war does not often pro- 
duce, even when the inequality of the contending powers is incon- 


-teftable, and the ultimate event as near to Certainty, as the nature of 


human affairs ever can admit, 

Nor am‘ I convinced, Sir, even though it fhould be allowed that 
no exaggeration had been made of our mifcarriages, that the impro- 
priety of an Addrefs of ‘Thanks to his Majefty for his regal care in 
the management of the war, is grofs or flagrant. For if it be al- 
lowed: that his Majefty may be innocent of all the mifcondu@ that 
has produced our defeats, that he may have formed fchemes witely, 

which 
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which were unfkilfully profecuted ;: that-éven valour and knowledge 
concurring, will not. always obtain fuccefs; and’ that'therefore fome 
lofles may: be, fuffered,and fome defeats received,’ though not only 
his Majefty. gave the, wifeft direGtion,. but his. officers ‘executed ‘them 
with the utmoft diligence and fidelity ; -how will it appear from: our 
ill fuecefs, that our Sovereign does ‘not: deferve our gratitude? And 
if it fhall appear to us that our thanks’ are merited,’ who thal” reftrain 
us.from offering them in the moft publick and‘folemn manner? 

For my part, I think no confideration worthy ‘of regard in com- 
petition with truth and juftice; and’therefore fhall never forbear any 
expreflion of duty to my Sovereign, for fear-of ‘the* ridicule of our 
fecret, onthe reproaches of our publick enemiés. 

With-regard to. the’ Addrefs*under our confideration, if it ‘be: ale 
lowed either that 'we have not been unfuccefsful in’ any’ opprobriots 
degree, or'that:ill fuccefs does not neceflarily imply ‘any defect in’ the 
conductof his Majefty, or debar us from the' right of acknowledging 
his goodnefs and his wifdomj I'think, Sir, no ‘objection ean be madé 
to the form of gseeeRn now ‘propofed, in which all founding and 
pompous danguage, allideclama atory exageeration; and/ftudied figures 
of fpeech; all appearance ofvexultation; and ‘all the farce of! rhetou 
rick aré ‘carefully avoided; and’ nothing inferted*that may difeuft the 
moft delicate, or raife fcruples in the mot fincere, 

YetySir, ins we may not waite our time upon trivial difputes, when 
the nation expects relief from our counfelsy that weimay’ not fufpend 
the profecution of the war by ‘complaints of paft defeats, or retard 
that affiftance’ and advice which our Sovereign: demands, by en+ 


quiring whether it may be more proper to thank, er to’ counfel Himy 
Team salbeiaii for the fake’ of unanimity, that’ this claufe fhould’be 


omitted ; and: hope that no other part of the Addrefs can give any 
opportunity for criticifm, or for objections. 
Mrs Purrengy es e-next, in the manner following :—Sir, itis 


no wonder that the Right Honourable» Gentleman willingly confentg 


b 


to the omiffion of dite knee which could’ be ‘inferted for no othér 


purpofe than that he might facrifice it to the refentment’ which it mutt 

naturally produce, and by an appearance of modefty'and compliance) 

pafs eafily through the firft day, ‘and obviate any fevere. enquiries that 
might be defined. 

e 18 too well acquainted’ with the opinion’ of many whom “the 

nation has chofen’ to reprefent them, and with the’ univerfal elas 
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miours of the people, too accurately informed of the fate of our ene- 


miés, and too confcious how much his fecret machinations ‘have bins 


déred our fuecefs, to expect or ya that we fhould’ meet here to’ re- 
tirn thanks for the management of the war; of a’warin which 
as 5 


nothing ‘has “been attempted by his diretion that! was likely to fuc- 


ceeds and in which no! advantage has ‘been gained, but by acting 


without orders, and againft his hopes. 
That :I do not’ chargeshim, Sir, without reaion, or invent accu- 


+ 


{ations only to SeRirede his meafures, or. to gratify my ‘own refent- 
nent 3¢that) I-do! not eagerly: catch fying calumnies, prolong the 
date of: cafual reproaches, encourage the malignity of the envious, or 
adopt the fufpicions of the melancholy ;) that I do not impofe upon 

mylfelf by a warm imagination, and endeavour to communicate to 
others impreffions which I have only: received myfelf from prejudice 
and: malignity, will be proved fron the review. of his ion & finee 
the beginning of our difpute wit! h Spain, in which it will be found 
that he has been’ guilty not of fingle errors, but of deliberate trea- 
chery ; that | he ‘has al ways co-operated with our enemies, and facri-~ 
ficed to his private intereft the happinels and the honour of the Bri- 
tifly nation. 

How long our: merchants were. plundered, our failors-enflaved, 
and our colonies intimidated without refentment ; how long the Spa- 
niards ufurped: the dominion of the feas, fearched our fhips at. plea- 
fures confifeated :thé cargoes without controul, and. tortured our 
fellow-fubjects» with w naleenee? cannot but be remembered. Not 
only every Gentleman in this oufe, but every man.in the nation, 
however indolent, ignorant, or vssetiiconcak cah tell what barbarities 

ages were committed, what complaints were 
made, and. how they were received. . It is univerfally known. that 


were exercifed, what rava 


this Gentleman, and thofe whom. he has. feduced by igiioat and. 
employments, treated the lamentations of ruined families, and: the 
outeries -of tortured Britons, as the clamours of pie and, the 
murmurs of malignity {uborned, to inflame the people, and, embarrafs 
the government. 


It. is known, Sir, that our lofles. were at. one ne ridiculed: as 


below-the confideration of the legiflature, and the diitrefs of the noit 
ufeful and honeft part of mankind was made the fubjed of merri- 


ment and laughter; the aukward wit of all. the hirelings of the town 
} 


vas exerted to divert the attention of the publick, and all their art 


was 
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was employed to introduce other fubjects. into converfation, orto 
Hill the complaints which they heard with a timely jeft. 

But their wit was not more fuccefful on this, than on other occa. 
fions ; their imaginations were foon exhaufted, and they found as at 
other times, that they muft have. recourfe to new expedients.. The 
firft artifice of fhallow courtiers is to elude with promifes thofe com~ 
plaints which they cannot confute, a practice.that requires no un- 
derftanding or knowledge, and therefore has been generally followed 
by the adminiftration. This artifice they quickly made ufe: of, 
when they found that neither the merchants nor the nation were to 
be filenced by an affeGation of negligence, or the fallies of mirth ; 
that it was no longer fafe to jeft upon the miferies of their country- 
men, the deftruction of our trade, and the violation of our rights, 
they condefcended therefore to fome appearances of compaffion, and 
promifed to exert all their influence to procure redrefs and 
fecurity. 

That they might not appear, Sir, to have made this promife only 
to free themfelves from prefent importunity, they fet negotiations on 
foot, difpatched memorials, remonftrances, prepofitions, and com- 
putations, and with an air of gravity and importance, affembled at 
proper times to perufe the intelligence which they received, and to 
concert new inftrudtions for their minifters. 

While this farce was acted, Sir, innumerable artifices were made 
ufe of to reconcile the nation to fufpence and delay. Sometimes the 
diftance of the Spanith dominions in America, retarded the decifion 
of our claims. _ Sometimes the dilatory difpofition of the Spaniards, 
and the eftablifhed methods of their ‘courts, made it impoflible to 
procure a more fpeedy determination. Sometimes orders were dif 
patched to America in favour of our trade, and fometimes thofe 
orders were neglected by the captains of the Spanith fhips, and the 
governors of their provinces; and when it was enquired why thofe 
Captains and governors were not punifhed or recalled, we were 
treated with contempt for not knowing what had been fo lately told 
us of the dilatory proceedings of the Spanifh courts. 

In the mean time our merchants were plundered, and our failors 
thrown into dungeons; our flag was infulted, and our navigation 
reftrained, by men acting under the commiffion of the King of 
Spain; we perceived no effect of our negotiations but the expence, 

and 
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and our enemies not only infifted on their former claims, but profe« 
éuted them with the utmoft rigour, infolence, and cruelty. 

It muft indeed, Sir, be urged in favour of our minifter, that he 
did not’ refufe any a& of fubmiffion, or omit any method of fuppli- 
cation by which he might hope to foften the Spaniards ; he folicited 
their favour at their own court, he fent commiffaries into their 
country, he affifted them in taking pofleffion of dominions, to which 
neither we nor they have proved a right; and he employed the navies 
of Britain to tranfport into Italy the Prince on whom the new 
erected kingdom was to be conferred. 

Well might he expect that the Spaniards would be foftened by fo 
much kindnefs and forbearance, and that gratitude would at length 
induce them to fpare thofe whom no injuries or contempt had been 
able to alienate from them, and to allow thofe a free courfe through 
the feas of America, to whom they had been indebted for an unin- 
tefrupted paflage to the poffeflion of a kingdom. 

He might likewife urge, Sir, that when he was obliged to make 
war upon them, he was fo tender of their intereft, that the Britifh 
admiral was fent out with orders rather to deftroy his own fleet than 
the galleons, which in appearance he was fent to take, and to perifh 
by the inclemency of the climate, rather than enter the Spanifh ports, 
terrify their colonies, or plunder their towns. 

But to little purpofe, Sir, did our minifter implore the compafiion 
of the Spaniards, and reprefent the benefits by which we might 
claim it; for his compliance was by the fubtle Spaniards attributed 

not to kindnefs, but to fear; andit was therefore determined to re- 
duce him to abfolute flavery, by the fame practices which had already 
funk him to fo abje& a flate. : 

They therefore treated our remonftrances with contempt, conti- 
nued their infolence and their oppreffions, and while our agent was 
cringing at their court with frefh: inftructions in his hand, while he 
was hurrying with bufy looks from one grandee to another, and per- 
haps difmiffed without an audience one day, and fent back in the 
midft of his:‘harangue on another, the sudrathipe of the Spaniards 
continued their havock, our merchants were ruined, and our failors 
tortured. 

At length, Sir, the nation was too much inflamed to be any 
longer amufed with idle negotiations, or trifling expedients ; the 

ftreets echoed with the clamours of the populace, and this Houfe 
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was. crowded with petitions: ftom. the merchants: The Honourable 


Perfon, with alb his arty found himfelf unable any longer’to tlude?a 
determination of. this, affair...) Thofe> whom: He ‘had hitherto ‘per- 
fuaded that he had failed merely for want? of? abili ties, began now to 
fufpet that he had no: defire of better fuccefs ;-and thofe- who had 
hitherto:chearfully merited their penfions by-an unfhaken adherenée 
to all his meafures, who had extolled-his wifdom and his integrity 
with all the confidence of fecurity, began now to be :fhaken by the 
univerfality of the cenfures which’ the: open’ fu pport of perfidy 
brought upon them. They were: afraid any longer to aflert what 
they neither believed themfelvesy: nor sisi perfuade others to admit. 
The moft indolent were alarmed, the moft obftinate convinced, and 
the moft profligate afhamed. 

What could now ‘a tr Sir, to gain»a few months, ‘to fecure 
a fhort interval of quiet in which his agents might be employed to 
difleminate fome new falfehood, bribe to ‘his party fome new -vindix 
eators, or lull the people with the opiate of another expedient, with 
as account of conceffions'from the court of Spain, or a conegrefs to 


fi 


compute the lofies, and adjuft the claims of our merchants? : 

Something was necefiarily to be attempted, and orders were theres 
fore difpatched by our minifter, to his flave at the court of Spain, to 
procure fome ftipulations that might have, at leaft, the appearance 
of a flep towards the conclufion of the debate. His agent obeyed 
bien with Hing ufual alacrity and addrefs, and in time fent him, for 
the fatisfaction of the Britith people, the celebrated convention. 

The convention, Sir, has been fo lately difcufled, is fo particu- 
larly remembered, and fo univerf ally condemned, that it would be 
an unjuftifiable ANS of time to. expatiate upon it. ‘There 
were but few in the laft fenate, and I hope there are note in this, 
who did not fee the meannefs of fuffe ering inconteftable claims to be 
difputed by commiflaries, the injuftice. of the demand »which was 

made upon the South-Sea Company, and the contemptuous info~ 
lence of amufing us with the. fhadow of a ftipulation, which -was to 
vanifh into nothing, uulefs we shed a rajification of it, by 
pay ing what we did not-owe. 

‘Vhe convention therefore, Sir, was fo far from pacifying 
only pera the nation, and took from our minifter* the power 
of acting any longer openly in favour.of the Spaniards; of whom 
st mult be confefled, that their wifdom was overpowered. by their 


pride, 


A. 1741. ] Ty Hy E = Ae D, De R ES Se vhs) 
pride, and that, forthe fake of fhewing, toallthe. powers of Europe 
the. dependence in which;they held the,Court of Britain, they took 
from. their friends the power of ferving them any longer, and made it 
unfafe for them, to pay, that {ubmiffion to: which they.were inclined. 
The Spaniards. did. not fufficiently diftinguifh between the nation 
and. the. miniftry of Britain, nor fufpefted that their interefts, in- 
clinations, and opinions were direCily oppofite; and that thofe.who 
were careiled, feared, and reverenced by the miniftry, -were by the 


“Tr 


people hated, defpifed, and ridiculed. 


By enflaving our, miniftry, they weakly imagined that they had 
conquered our nation; nor perhaps, Sir, would they quickly have 
difcovered their miftake, had they;ufed their. victory, with greater 
moderation, condefcended to govern their, new province with lefs 
rigour, and fent us. laws in, any cther form than. that of the 
convention. 

But the fecurity which fuccefs.excites, papenices in them the fame 
effects asit has often done in others, and deftroyed in fome degree the 
advantages of the conqueft by which it was infpired. “The laft proof 
of their contempt of our Sovereign and our nation, was too flagrant 
to be palliated, and too publick not to be refented... The cries of the 
nation were redoubled, the folicitations of the merchants renewed, 
the abfurdity of our paft. conduct expofed, the meannefs of our for- 
bearance reproached, and the neceflity of more vigorous meatures 
evidently proved. 

The friends of Spain difcovered, Sir, at length, that war was 
neceflarily to be proclaimed, and that it would be no longer their in- 
tereft to actin open oppofition to juftice and reafon, to the policy of 
all ages, and remonftrances of the -orhole natio 

The minifter, therefore, after long delays, after having run round the 
circle of all his. artifices, and endeavouring to intimidate the nation 
by falfe reprefentations of the power of our enigma and the danger 
ef an invafion from them, at length fuffe var to be procl laimed, 
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though not till he had taken all precautions that igure difap 
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of fuccefs. 

He knew that the flate of the Spanifh dominions expofed them in 
a particular manner to fudden incurfions by {mail parties 
former warg againft them, our chief advantage had been gained by the 
boldnefs and fubtili 


ity .of private adventurers, who‘by hovering over 
their toafts in {mall vedlels,. without waifine the alarms which the fight 
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of a royal navy neceffarily produces, had difcovered opportunities of 
landing unexpectedly, and entering their towns by furprife, of plunder. 
ing their wealthy fhips, or enriching themfelvesby ranfoms and compo- 
fitions ; he knewthat inconfiderable bodies of men, incited by private ad- 
vantage, felected with care for particular expeditions, inftruGted by fe- 
cret intelligence, and concealed by the fmallnefs of their numbers, had 
found means to march up into the country through ways which 
would never have been attempted by regular forces, and have brought 
upon the Spaniards more terror and diftrefs than could have been 
produced by a powerful army, however carefully difciplined, or 
however fkilfully commanded. 

It was therefore, Sir, his firft care to fecure his darling Spaniards 
from the pernicious defigns of private adventurers ; he knew not but 
fome of Elizabeth’s heroes might unfortunately revive, and terrify 
with an unexpected invafion the rémoteft corners of the Spanifh 
colonies, or appear before their ports with his nimble floops, and bid 
defiance to their navies and their garrifons. When therefore a bill 
was introduced into this Houfe, by which encouragement was given 
to the fubjects of this kingdom to fit out privateers, and by which 
thofe who fhould conquer any of the colonies of the Spaniards, were 
confirmed in the pofleffion of them for ever, it cannot be forgotten 
with what zeal he oppofed, and with what fteadinefs he rejected it, 
though it is not poffible to aflign any difadvantage which could have 
been produced by paffing it, and the utmoft that could be urged 
againft it was, that it was unneceflary and ufelefs. | 

Having thus difcouraged that method of war which was moft to be 
dreaded by our enemies, and left them little to fear but from national 
forces and public preparations, his next care was to fecure them from 
any deftructive blow, by giving them time to equip their fleets, col- 
le& their forces, repair their fortifications, garrifon their towns, and 
regulate their trade; for this purpofe he delayed, as long as it was 
poflible, the difpatch of our navies, embarrafled our levies of failors 
by the violence of imprefles, violence which proper encouragement 
and regulations might have made unneceflary, and fuffered the pri- 
vateers of the enemy to plunder our merchants without controul, 
under pretence that fhips of war could not be ftationed, nor convoys 
provided for their protection. 

At length feveral fleets werésfitted out, Vernon was fent to Ame- 
rica, and Haddock into the Midditerranéan, with what confequences 
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it is well known, not fhould I mention them at this time, had I not 
been awakened to the remembrance of them by a propofal of thanks 
| for the conduct of the war. | 
"The behaviour of the two Admirals was very different ; though it ne 
has not yet appeared but that their orders were the fame. Vernon | 
with fix fhips deftroyed thofe fortifications, before which Hofier 
| formerly perifhed, in obedience to the commands of our miniftry. 


How this fuccefs was received by the minifter and his aad cag how 
| much'they were offended at the exultations of the populace, how evi+ 

dently they appeared to confider it as a breach of their fe es and a 
_ deviation from their di ‘rections, the whole nation can relate. 
Nor is it to be forgotten, Sir, how invidioufly the minifter himfelf 
endeavoured to extenuate the honour of that action, by a attempting to 
procure in the Addrefs, which was on that occafion prefented to his 
Majefty, a {uppreffion of the number of the fhips with which he per- 
formed it. | 

In the mean time, Sir, the nation expected accounts of the fame 
kind from the Mediterranean, where Haddock was ftationed with a 
very confiderable force ;, but inite + of relations of ports bombarded, 
ages laid in afhes, \ 
ian 


ts, whofe fhips 


| and towns plundered, of navies deftroyed, and villa 
we were daily informed of the ee of our merch 
were taken almoft within fight of our, {quadrons. | 
| We had indeed once the fatisfaction of hearing that the fleet of Paint: 
Spain was confined in the port of Cadiz, unprovided with provifions, | 
| and it was rafhly reported that means would either be found of de- NL de 
| ftroying them in the harbour, or that they w rould be fhut up in that | Hi th 
 unfruitful part of the country, till they fhould be obliged to difband aha 


| their crews. 
We therefore, Sir, bore with patience the daily havock of our 
| trade, in expectation of the entire deftruction of the royal navy of Bed 


r 


Spain, which would reduce them to defpair of refiftance, and compel, 


| them toimplore peace. But while we were flattering ourfelves with 
| thofe pleafing dreams, we were wakened on a fudden with an aftonifh- Nias 
| ing account that the Spaniards had left Cadiz, and without any in- eG 


| terruption from the Britons, were taking in provifions at Ferrol. Mea 
This difappointment of our expectations didindeed difcourage ‘us, We th 
but not ecpHve us of pales e 3; we knew eh a politic are fome- 


} attention; ‘we did not expe oft | in our commanders any ¢xemption from 
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human errors, and required only that they fhould endeavour to repair 
their failures, and correct their miftakes ; and therefore waited with- 
out clamour, in expectation that what was omitted at Cadiz would 
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be performed at Ferrol. 

But no fooner, Sir, had the Spaniards ftored their fleet, than we 
were furprifed with a revolution of affairs yet more wonderful. Had- 
dock, inftead of remaining before Ferrol, was drawn. off by fome 
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chimerical alarm to protect Minorca, and the Spaniards in the mean 
time failed away to America, in conjunction with the French 


{guadron that had been for fome time ready for the voyage. 
If we confider the abfurdity of this conduct, it cannot but be 
imagined that our minifter muft fend Haddock falfe intelligence and 
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treacherous directions, on purpofe that the Spanifh fleet might efcape 


without interruption. For how can it be conceived that the 
Spaniards could have formed any real defign of befieging port Mo- 
hon? Was it probable that they would have fent an army in de- 
fencelefs tranfports, into the jaws ofthe Britith fleet ? and it was well 
known that they had no flips of war to protec them. It was not 
very agreeable to common policy to land an army upon an ifland, an 
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ifland wholly deftitute of provifions for their-fupport, while an hoftile 
navy was in pofleffion of the fea, by which the fortrefs which their 
troops were deftined to befiege might be daily fupplied with necef- 
faries, and the garrifon augmented with new forces, whiletheirarmy | 
would be itfelf befieged in a barren ifland, without provifions, with- . | 


as 


out recruits, without hope of fuccour or poflibility of fuccefs. 

But fuch was the folicitude of our Admiral for the prefervation of 
Minorca, that he abandoned his ftation, and fuffered the Spaniards 
to join their confederates of France, and profecute their voyage to 
America without hindrance or purfuit. 
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In America they remained for fome time mafters of the fea, and 
confined Vernon to the ports; but want of provifions obliging the 
French to return, no invafion of our colonies was. attempted, nor 
any of thofe deftructive meafures purfued which we had reafon to 
ee and of which our minifter, notwithftanding his wonderful 


fagacity, could not have foretold that they would have been defeated 
BY; in unexpected {carcity of victuals. 
The Spaniards, however, gained by this expedient time to repair 


their fortifications, ftrengthen their garrifons, and difpofe their forces 
in the moft advantageous manner ; and therefore, though they were 
8 | not 
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not enabled to attack our dominions, had at leaft an opportunity of 
fecuring their own. 

At length, Sir, left it fhould be indifputably evident that our mi- 
nifter was in confederacy with the Spaniards, it was determined, that 
their American territories fhould be invaded ; but care was taken to 
difappoint the fuccefs of the expedition by employing new raifed 
troops, and officers without experience, and to make it burthenfome 
to the nation by a double number of officers, of which no ufe could 
be difcovered, but that of increafing the influence, and multiplying 
the dependants of the miniftry. ‘ 

It was not thought fufficient, Sir, to favour the defigns of the 
Spaniards by the delay which the levy of new troops neceflarily pro- 
duced, and to encourage them by the probability of an eafy refiftance 
againft raw forces; nor was the nation, in the opinion of the minif- 
ter, punifhed for its rebellion againft him with adequate feverity, by 
being condemned to fupport a double number of troops. Some other 
methods were to be ufed for embarrafling our preparations and pro- 
tracting the war. 

The troops, therefore, Sir, being by the accident of a hard winter 
more fpeedily raifed than it was reafonable to expect, were detained in 
this ifland for feveral months, upon trivial pretences; and were at 
length fuffered\to embark at a time when it was well known that they 
would have much more formidable enemies than the Spaniards to en- 
counter ; when the unhealthy feafon of the American climate muft 
neceflarily deftroy them by thoufands ; when the air itfelf was poifon, 
and to be wounded certainly death. | 

Thefe were the hardfhips to which part of our fellow-fubje€ts have 
been expofed by the tyranny of the minifter ; hardfhips which caution 
could not obviate, nor bravery furmount ; they were fent to combat 
with nature, to encounter with the blafts of difeafe, and to make war 
againft the elements. ‘They were fent to feed the vultures of Ame- 
rica, and to gratify the Spaniards with an eafy conqueft. 

In the paflage the General died, and the command devolved upon a 
man who had never feen an enemy, and was therefore only a fpecula- 
tive warrior; an accident, which as it was not unlikely to happen, 


-would have been provided againft by any minifter who wifhed for 


fuccefs. “The melancholy event of this expedition I need not men~ 
tion, it was fuch as might be reafonably expe€ted ; when our troops 
were fent out without difcipline, without commanders, into a country 
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where even the dews are fatal again{ft enemies informed of their ap~ 
proach, fecured by fortifications, inured to the climate, well provided 


and fkilfully commanded. 
In the mean time, Sir, it is not to be forgotten what depredations 
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were made upon our trading veflels, with what infolence fhips of very 
little force approached our coafts,’ and feized our merchants in 
ficht of our fortifications; it is not to be forgotten that the conduct 
of fome of thofe who owed their revenues and power to the minifter, 
gave yet ftronger proofs of a combination. 

It is not to be forgotten with what effrontery the lofles of our mer- 
chants were ridiculed, with what contemptuous triumph of revenge 
they were charged with the cuilt of this fatal war, and how publickly 


7 


they were condemned to futter for their folly. 

For this reafon, Sir, they were either denied the fecurity of con- 
voys, or forfaken in the moft dangerous parts of the fea, by thofe to 
whole protection they were, in appearance, committed. For this 
reafon,-they were either hindered from engaging in their voyage by 
the lofs of thofe men who were detained unaétive in-the fhips of war, 
or deprived of their crews upon the high feas, or fuffered to proceed 
only to become a prey to the Spaniards, 

But. it was not, Sir, a fufficient gratification of our implacable 
minifter, that the merchants were diftrefled for alarming the nation 5 
it was thought likewife neceffary to punifh the people for believing 


too eafily the reports of the merchants, and to warn them for ever © 


again daring to imagine themfelves able to difcern their own intereft, 
or to prefcribe other meafures to the’ minifters, than they fhould be 
themfelves inclined to purfue; our minifter was refolved to fhew 
them, by a matter-ftroke, that it was in his power to difappoint their 


their happinefs, by the very means by which-they hoped to fecure. 


them. 

For this purpofe, Sir, did this great man fummon all his poli- 
ticks together, and call to council all his confidents. and all his de- 
pendants, and it was at length, after mature deliberation, determined 
by their united wifdom, to put more fhips into commifhon, to aggra- 
vate the terrors of the imprefs by new violence and feverity, to draw 
the failors by the promife of large rewards from the fervice of the 
merchants, to.collect a mighty fect, and to dispatch it on a fecret 
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A fecret expedition, Sir, is a new term of minifterial art, a term 
which may have been perhaps formerly made ufe of by foldiers, for a 
defign to be executed without giving the enemy an opportunity of 
providing for their defence ; but is now ufed for a defign with which 
the enemy is better acquainted than thofe to whom the execution of it 
is committed. A fecret expedition is now an expedition of which 
every one knows the defign, but thofe at whofe expence it is under- 
taken. It is akind of naval review, which excels thofe of the Park 
jn magnificence and expence, but is equally ufélefs, and equally 
ridiculous. | 

Upon thefe fecret expeditions; however, were fixed for a long 
time the expectations of the people ; they faw all the appearances. of 
preparation for real war; they were informed, that the workmen in 
the docks were retained by uncommon wages to do double duty; they 
faw the moft fpecious encouragements offered to the failors ; they 
faw naval fores accumulated with the utmoft induftry, heard of no- 
thing but the proof of new cannon, and new contracts for provifion ; 
and how much reafon foever they had to queftion the fincerity of the 
ereat man who had fo long engrofied the management of all affairs, 
they did not imagine that he was yet fo abandoned to levy forces 
only to exhauft their money, and equip fleets only to expofe them to 
ridicule, 

When therefore, Sir, after the ufual delays, the papers had in- 
formed the people that the great fleet was failed, they no longer 
doubted that the Spaniards were to be reduced to our own terms; 
they expected to be told in a few days, of the deftruction of fleets, 
the demolition of caftles, and the plunder of cities; and every one 
envied the fortune of thofe who, by being admitted into their formi- 
dable fleet, were entitled to the treafures of fuch wealthy enemies. 

When they had for fome time indulged thefe expectations, an ac- 
count was brought, that the fleet was returned without the leaft 
action, or the leaft attempt, and that new provifions were to be taken 
in, that they. might fet out upon another fecret expedition, 

But, Sir, this wonder-working term had now loft its efficacy, 
and it was difcovered, that /ecret expeditions, like all other Jecret 
fervices, were only expedients to drain the money of the people, and 
to conceal the ignorance or villainy of the minifter. 

Such has been the conduct for which we are defired to return 
thanks in an humble and dutiful Addrefs, fuch are the tranfactions 
which 
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which we are to recommend to the approbation of our conftituents, 
and fuch the triumphs upon which we muft congratulate our 
fovereign. 

For my part, Sir, T cannot but think that filence is a cenfure too 
gentle of that wickednefs which no language can exaggerate, and 
for which, as it has perhaps no example, human kind have not yet 
provided a name. Murder, parricide, and treafon, are modeft ap- 
pellations when referred to that conduct by which a King is be- 
trayed, and a nation ruined, under pretence of promoting its in- 
tereft, by a man trufted with the adminiftration of public affairs. 

Let us therefore, Sir, if it be thought not proper to lay before his 
Majefty the fentiments of his people in their full extent, at leaft not 
endeavour to conceal them from him; let us-at leaft addrefs him in 
fuch a manner as may give him fome occafion to enquire into the 
Jate tranfactions, which have for many years been fuch, that to en- 
quire into them is to condemn them. 

Sir Ropert WaPo te rofe again, and frioke to this effet :— 
Sir, Though I am far from being either confounded or intimidated 
by this atrocious charge; though I am confident, that all the mea- 
fures which have been fo clamoroufly cenfured, will admit of a very 
eafy vindication, and that whenever they are explained they will be 
approved ; yet as an accufation fo complicated cannot be confuted 
without a long recapitulation of paft events, and a dedu@ion of 
many particular circumftances, fome of which may require evidence, 
and fome a very minute and prolix explication, Icannot think this 
a proper day for engaging ‘in the controverfy, becaufe it is my intereft 
that it may be accurately difcuffed. 

At prefent, Sir, I fhall content myfelf with bare affertions, like 
thofe of him by whom I am accufed, ‘and hope they will not be heard 
with lefs attention, or received with lefs belief. For furely it was 
never denied to any man to defend himfelf with the fame weapons 
with which he is attacked. 

I fhall therefore, Sir, make no feruple to affert, that the treafure 
of the public has been employed with the utmoft frugality to promote 
the purpofes for which it was granted; that our foreign affairs have 
been tranfacted with the utmoft fidelity, in purfuance of long con- 
fultations ; and fhall venture to add, that our fuccefs has not been 
fuch as ought to produce any fufpicion of negligence or treachery. 
That 
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That our defign againft Carthagena was defeated, cannot be 
denied ; but what war has been one continued feries of fuccefs? In 
the late war with France, of which the condu&t has been fo lavifhly 
celebrated, did no defigns mifcarry £ If we conqueted at Ramillies, 
were we not in our turn beaten at Almanza? If we deftroyed the 
French fhips, was it not always with fome lofs of our own? And 
fince the fufferings of our merchants have been mentioned with fo 
much acrimony, do not the lifts of the {hips taken in that war, prove 
that the depredations of privateers cannot be entirely prevented ? 

The difappointment, Sir, of the public expectation by the return 
of the fleets, has been charged upon the adminiftration, as a crime 
too enormous to be mentioned without horror and deteftation, That 
the miniftry have not the elements in their power, that they do not 
prefcribe the courfe of the wind, is a fufficient proof of their negli- 
gence and weaknels : with as much juftice is it charged upon them, 
that the expectations of the populace, which they did not raife, and 
to which perhaps the conqueft of a kingdom had not been equal, 
failed of being gratified. 

Lam very far from hoping or defiring that the Houfe fhould be 
fatished with a defence like this ; I know, by obferving the practice 
of the opponents of the miniftry, what fallacy may be concealed in 
general aflertions, and am fo far from wifhing to evade a more exa¢t 
enquiry, that if the Gentleman who has thus publicly and confidently 
accufed the miniftry, will name.a day for examining the ftate of the 

nation, I will fecond his motion. 

[The Addrefs was at length agreed to, without a divifion. ] 

Mr. PutTeney then moved, That the ftate of the nation fhould 
be confidered fix weeks hence; Sir Robert Walpole feconded the 
motion, and it was unanimoufly agreed, That this Houfe will, on 
the aif of next month, refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole 
Houfe, to confider.of the ftate of the nation. But when that day 
came, Sir Robert Walpole having been able to defeat a motion which 
was to refer fome papers to a fecret committee, the confideration of 
the ftate of the nation was ‘put off for a fortnight ; but on the eve 
of that day, both Houwfés adjourned for fourteen days, during which 
Sir Robert Walpole refigned his employments of Firft Lord of the 
Treafury, and Chancellor and Under Treafurer of his Majefty’s Ex- 
chequer ; and was created a Peer, by the title of Lord Walpole, and 
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Ona Mation for enquiring guto the Condud? of Affairs at home and 


abroad, during the laff twenty Years, 


Lord Limerick rofe, and {poke in the following manner :—Sir, 
As I am about to offer to the Houfe a motion of the higheft impor- 
tance to the honour and happinefs of our country, to the prefervation 
of our privileges, and the continuance of our conftitution, I make 
no doubt of a candid attention from this Aflembly, and hope for fuch 
a-determination as fhall be the refult not of external influence, but 
of real conviction, 

I cannot but congratulate myfelf and all lovers of their country, 
that we are arrived at a time, in which fuch hopes may be rationally 
indulged, that we fhall foon fee the triumph of liberty, and the reno- 
vation of fenatorial freedom, It is not without the higheft fatisfac- 
tion, that I find my life protracted to that happy day, in which the 
yoke of dependence has been fhaken off, and the fhackles of oppreffion 
have been broken; in which truth and juftice have once more raifed 
up their heads, and obtained that regard, which had fo long been 
paid to fplendid wickednefs and fuccefsful rapine. 

‘The time is now paft, in which it was meritorious to harden the 
heart againft pity, and the forehead againft fhame ; to plunder the 
people by needlefs taxes, and infult them by difplaying their fpoils 
before their eyes, in luxurious riot, and boundlefs magnificence ; 
when the certain method of obt aining what the greateft part, even 
of good men, cannot but fometimes with to acquire, tntereft, afflu- 
ence, and honaur, was an implicit refignation to authority, a defer- 
tion of all principles, defiance of all cenfure, and an open declaration 
again{t any other motives of action, than the fole pleafure of an arbi- 
trary minifter. | 

It is. now, - no Janger confidered as an inftance of difaffedtion 
to the government reprefent fhe miferies and declare the opinians 
22 ef 
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‘of the people; to propofe their intereft as the great bafis of govern- 
‘ment, the general end of fociety, and the parent of Jaw. Itis now 
rno longer Criminal to affirm, that they have a right to complain when 
‘they are in their own opinton injured, and to be heard when they 
‘complain. It may now be with fatety afferted, that. thofe who {well 
_with the pride of office, and glitter with the magnificence of a court, 
however they may difplay their affluence, or boaft their titles, with 
whatever contempt they may have learned of Jate to look upon their 
fellow-fubjects, who have no pofleffions but what they have obtained 
by their induftry, nor any honours but what are voluntarily paid to 
their underftanding and their virtue; with whatever authority they 
may dictate to their dependents, or whatever reverence they may 
exact from a long fubordination of hirelings, are, amidft all their 
pomp and influence, only the fervants of the people, entrufted.by My 
them with the adminiftration of their affairs, and accountable to them al 
for the abufe of truft. 

That trufts of the higheft importance have been long abufed, that 


| the fervants of the people, having long thought themfelves. out of the 
_-reach of juftice, and above examination, have very ill difcharged the ai 
offices in which they have been engaged, that the public advantage | 
| has been wholly difregarded, that treaties have been concluded with- ca 

| domeftic affairs have been managed with equal ignorance, negligence, ae 
| or wickednefs ; the prefent {tate of Europe, and the calamities of Ae 
this country, will fufiiciently inform us. 

If we furvey the condition of foreign nations, we fhall find, that 
| the power and dominions of the family of Bourbon, a family whic 
has never had any other defigns than. the extirpation of true religion, 
and the univerfal flavery of mankind, have been daily increafed. | 
| We fhall find that they have increafed by the declenfion of the i ih 
| Houfe of Auftria, which treaties and our intereft engage us to Wi: 
! fupport. ue 
| But had their acquifitions been made only by the force of arms, hey 
had they grown {tronger only by victories, and more wealthy only by Wh 
q plunder, our minifters might with fome appearance of reafon have 
| jmputed their fuccels to accident, and informed us, that we gained ay 
| in the mean time a fufficient counterbalance to thofe advantages, by ib f i 


| 
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out any regard\to the intereit of Britain, and that. our, foreign and 
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ati uninterrupted commerce, and by the felicity of peace; peace. TA 
which in eyery nation has been found to produce affluence, and of Hi 
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which the wifeft men have thought, that it ‘could fearcely be too 
dearly purchafed, 

But peace -has in this nation, by the wonderful artifices of our 
minifters, been the parent of poverty and mifery ; we have been fo 
far from finding our commerce extended by it, that we have enjoyed 
it only by a contemptible patience of the. moft open depredations, 
by along connivance at piracy, and by a continued fubmiffion to 
infults, which no other nation would have borne. 

We have been fo far from feeing any part of our taxes remitted, 
that we have been loaded with more rigorous exaétions to fupport the 
expences of peace, than were found neceflary to defray the charges 
of a war againft thofe, whofe opulence and power had incited them to 
afpire to the dominion of the world. 

How thefe.taxes have been employed, and why our trade has been 
neglected, why our allies have been betrayed, and why the ancient 2 
enemies of our country have been fuffered to grow powerful by our 
connivances, it is now time to examine; and therefore I move, 
That a committee be appointed to enquire into the conduét of affairs 
at home and abroad during the laft twenty years. 

Sir Joun St. Ausin then fpoke as follows:—Sir, I rife up to 
fecond this motion,; and, as the noble Lord has opened it in fo full _ 


and proper a manner, and as I do not doubt but that other Gentlemen 


are ready to fupport it, more practifed in fpeaking, of greater abilities 
and authority than myfelf, I am the lefs anxious about the injury. it 
may receive from the part I bear in it. I think the propofition is fo 
evident, that it wants no enforcement; it comes to you from the 
voice of the nation, which, thank God, has at laft found admittance 
within thefe walls. 

Innocence is of fo delicate ‘a nature, that it cannot bear fufpicion, 
and therefore will defire enquiry ; becaufe it will always be juftified 
by it. Guilt,from its own confcioufnefs, will ufe fubterfuges, and fly 
to concealment; and the more righteous and authoritative the en- 
quiry, the more it will be avoided; becaufe the greater will be the 
dread of punifhment. | 

In private life, I am contented with men’s virtues only, without 
feeking for opportunities of blame. In a public charaéter, when 
national grievances cry aloud for enquiry and juftice, it is our duty 
to purfue all the footfteps of guilt ; and the loud, the pathetic appeal 
of my conftituents, is more forcibly perfuafive than any motive of 

private 
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private tendernefs. This appeal is not the clamour of faction, art- 
fully raifed to difturb the operation of government, violent for a 
‘while, and foon to be appeafed. It is the complaint of long and 
patient fufferings, a complaint not to be filenced ; and which all en~ 
deavours to fupprefs it, would only make more importunate and 
‘clamorous. It is the folemn appeal of the whole people, of the united 
body of our conftituents, in this time of national calamity, earneftly 
befeeching you, in a legal parliamentary way, to redrefs their griev- 
vances, to revive your ancient right of enquiry, to explore the moft 
| remote and hidden fources of iniquity, to detect the bold authors 
of their diftrefs, that they may be made examples of national juftice. 
It is to you they appeal, the truc, the genuine reprefentative of 
the people. Not like former parliaments, an inftrument of itate, the 
property of a minifter, purchafed by the miffionaries of corruption, 
| who have been difperfed through the kingdom, and furnifhed with 
|the public money to invade all natural intereft, by poifoning the 
‘morals of the people. Upon this rotten foundation has been erected 
a towering fabric of ‘corruption: a moft dangerous confpiracy has 
been carried on againft the very eflence of our conftitution, a formi- 
dable fyftem of minifterial power has been formed, fallacioufly 

afluming, under conftitutional appearances, the name of legal go- 
'‘vernment. 

In this fyftem we have feen the feveral offices of adminiftration, 
‘meanly refolving themfelves under the dire€tion and controul of one 
man: while this {cheme was purfued, the nation has been inglori- 
 oufly patient of foreign indignities; our trade has been moft fhame- 
_ fully neglected, or bafely betrayed ; a war with an impotent enemy, 
_ moft amply provided for, unfuccefsfully carried on; the faith of 
| treaties broke; our natural allies deferted, and weakened even by 
| that power, which we now dread for want of their affiftance. 

It is not the bare removal from office that will fatisfy the nation, 
| efpecially if fuch removal is dignified with the higheft marks of royal 
favour. This only gives mankind a reafonable fear, that his Ma- 
| jefty has rather condefcended to the importunities, than adopted the 
' opinion of his people. It is indeed a moft gracious condefcenfion, a 
) very high inftance of his Majefty’s juft intentions to remove any of 


) his fervants upon national fufpicion; but it will give his Majefty a moft 


unfavourable opinion of his people, if he is not fatisfied that this fuf- 


picion was juft, It is the unfortunate fituation of arbitrary Kings, 
that 
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that they know the fentiments of their people only from whifperers in| 
their clofet. Our monarchy has, fecurer eftablifhments. Our 
Sovereign is always {ure of Lae the true fenfe of his people, be- : 
caufe he may fee it through the proper, the conftitutional'medium ; 
but then this medium mutt be pure, it muft tranfmit every object i in 
its real form and its natural colours. This is all that is now con- 
tended for. , You are called to the exercife of your juft right of ene) 
quiry, that his Majefty may fee what reafon there is for this general” 
Inquietude, a 

This motion is of a general nature, whom it may more particularly — 
affect, I fhall not determine. But there is a great perfon, lately at” 
the. head of the adminiftration, who ftands foremof, the principal — 
object of national fufpicion. He furely will not decline this eEnquiryy 
it is his own propofition, he has frequently in the name of the whole” | 
adminiftration thrown down his gauntlet here, has defired your ene 
quiries, and has refted his fate on your juftice. “Che nation accepts” | 
the challenge, they join iffue with him, they are now de efirous to 
bring this great caufe in judgment before you. 

It mutt be imputed to the long intermiffion of this right of enquirysl 
that the people have now this caufe of complaint; had the admini-. 
ftration of this great perfon been fubmitted to the conftitutional 
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controuls, had his conduct undergone ftrict and frequent enquiries,” 
he had parts and abilities to have done great honour and fervice to 
this country. But the will, uncontrouled,. for ever muft and will 
produce fecurity and wantonnefs ; nor can moderation and defpotic © 
power fubfift long together. 

In vain do we admire.the outlines of our conftitution, in vain do 


y 


we boaft of thofe wife and. falutary reftraints, which our anceftors, 


at the expence of their blood and treafure, haye wifely impofed upon 


monarchy itfelf, if it is to be a conftitution in theory only, if this 
evalive doctrine is to be admitted, that a fellaw-{ubject of our own, 


pethaps of the loweft rank among us, may be delegated by the 


Crown to exercife the adminiftration of gavernment, with abfolute, 


uncontroulable dominion over us ; which muft be the cafe, if mini- 


fterial conduct is not liable to parliamentary enquiries. 


If I did not think this motion agreeable to the rules and proceed- 


ings of the Senate, if I thought it was meant to introduce any pro- | 


cedure which was not ftri¢tly confonant to the laws and conftitution 
oi my country, 1 do moft folemnly proteit 1 would be againft it. 


¥ 
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But as I apprehend it to arife from the nature and fpirit of our 
conftitution, as it will defend the innocent, and can be detrimental 
lonly to the guilty, I do moft heartily fecond the motion. 
) The Hon. Henry PELHAM oppofed the motion ‘to the following 
effect :-—Sir, If it was not daily to be obferved, how much the minds 
lof the wileft and moft moderate men are elated with fuccefs, and 
how often thofe, who have been able to furmount the ftrongeft 
obftacles with unwearied diligence, and to referve their fortitude 
unfhaken amidft hourly difappointments, have been betrayed by flight 
‘advantages into indecent exultations, unreafonable confidence, and 
chimerical hopes ; had I not long remarked the infatuation of prof- 
'perity, and the pride of triumph, I fhould not have heard the motion 
| which has been now made without aftonifhment. 
It has been long the bufinefs or the amufement of the Gentlemen, 
who, having for fome time conferred upon themfelves the venerable 
| titles of patriots, advocates for the people, and defenders of the con- 
| ftitution, have at length perfuaded part of the nation to dignify them 
with the fame appellation, to difplay in the moft pathetic language, 
| and aggravate with the moft hyperbolical exaggerations, the wanton- 
_nefs with which the late miniftry exercifed their power, the exorbi- 
| tance of their demands, and the violence of their meafures. They 
have indulged their imaginations, which have’ always been fufficiently 


fruitful in fatire and invective, by reprefenting them as men in whom 
all regard to decency or reputation was extinguifhed, men who no 
longer fubmitted to wear the mafk of hypocrify, or thought the efteem 
of mankind worth their care; who had ceafed to profefs any regard 
to the welfare of their country, or any defire of advancing the public 
happinefs; and who no longer defired any other effects of their 
power, than the fecurity of themfelves and the conqueft of their 
opponents. 

Such, Sir, has been the character of the miniftry, which, by the 
snceflant endeavours of thefe difinterefted patriots, has been carried 
to the remoteft corners of the empire, and diffleminated through all 
the degrees of the people. Every man, whom they could enlift 
among their pupils, whom they could perfuade to fee with their eyes, 
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rather than his own, and who was not fo ftubborn as to require 
proofs of their aflertions, and reafons of their conduct; every man 
who, having no fentiments of his own, hoped to become important 
by echoing thofe of his inftructors, was taught to think and to fay, 
| that 


Lats 


SIS TSTS STS STS EP ats SSS 


& 
a 


O4 DEBATE ON {MARCH 9g, 


iS. 


that the court was filled with open corruption ; that the greateft 
and the wifeft men of the kingdom fet themfelves publicly to fale, 

and held an open traffic for votes and places ; that whoever engaged - 
in the party of the minifter, declared himfelf ready. to fupport his 

caufe againft truth, and reafon, and conviction, and was no longer 

wader the reftraint of fhame or virtue. | 

‘Thefe affertions, hardy as they were, they endeavoured to fupport 
by inftances of meafures, which they defcribed as having no other 
tendency, than to advance the court to abfolute authority, to enflave 
the nation, or to betray it: and more happily would they have propa- 
gated their fyftem, and much fooner would they have obtained a 
general declaration of the people in their favour, had they been able 
to have produced a motion like this. 

Should the influence of thefe men increafe, fhould they grow fecure 
in the pofleffion of their power, by any new methods of deluding the 
people, what wonderful expedients, what unheard-of methods of 
government may not be expected from them? What degrees of vio- 
lence may they not be fuppofed to practife, who have flufhed their 
Rew authority by a motion which was never projected fince the firft 
exiftence of our government, or offered by the moft arbitrary mini- 
fter in all the confidence of an eftablifhed majority. 

It may perhaps be imagined by many of thofe who are unacquainted 
with fenatorial affairs, as many of the Members of this Houfe may 
without any reproach be fuppofed tobe, that I have, made ufe of 
thofe arts againit the patriots which they have fo long practifed againt 
the court ; that I have exaggerated the enormity of the motion by 
unjuft comparifons, or rhetorical flights ; and that there will be nei- 
ther danger nor inconvenience in complying with it to any but thofe 
who have betrayed their truft, or neglected their duty, 

Edoubt-not, but many of thofe with whom this motion has been 
concerted, have approved it without feeing all its confequences ; and 
have been betrayed into that approbation by a laudable zeal for their 
country, and an honeft indignation againft corruption and treachery, 
by a virtuous defire of dete@ting wickednefs, and of fecuring our 
conftitution from any future dangers or attacks. | 

For the fake therefore of thefe Gentlemen, whom I cannot but : 
fuppofe willing to follow the di&tates of their own confciences, and 
to act upon juft motives, I fhall endeavour to lay open the nature of 
this extraordinary motion, and doubt not but that when they find it, 
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gs it will unqueftionably appear, unreafonable in itfelf, and dangerous 
to pofterity, they will change their opinion for the fame reafons as 
they embraced it, and prefer the happinefs of their country to the 
‘profperity of their party. 

Againft an enquiry into the conduct of all foreign and domeftic 
laffairs for zwenty years paft, it is no weak argument that it is without 
precedent ; that neither the zeal of patriotifm, nor the rage of faction, 
ever produced fuch a motion in any former age. It cannot be 
‘doubted by thofe who have read our hiftories, that formerly our 
country has produced men equally defirous of detecting wickednefs, 
‘and fecuring liberty, with thofe who are now congratulating their 
‘conftituents on the fuccefs of their labours ; and that faction has 
‘ Cwelled in former times to a height, at which it may reafonably be 
hoped it will never arrive again, *tis too evident to be contfo- 


: 
: 


| verted. 

| What then can we fuppofe was the reafon, that neither indigna= 
) tion, nor integrity, nor refentment, ever before directed a motion like 
(this? Was it not, becaufe it neither will ferve the purpofes of ho-= 
| nefty, nor wickednefs ; that it would have defeated the defigns of 
) good, and betrayed thofe of bad men; that it would have given 
) patriotifm an appearance of faction, rather than have vefted faction 
: with the difguife of patriotifm. 

| ..It cannot be fuppofed, that the fagacity of thefe Gentlemen, 
: however great, has enabled them to difcover a method of proceeding 
| which efcaped the penetration of our anceftors, fo long celebrated 
| for the flrength of their underftanding, and the extent of their 
| knowledge. For it is evident, that without any uncommon effort 
| of the intelleCtual faculties, he that propofes an enquiry for a year 
} paft, might have made the fame propofal with regard to a longer 
) time; and it is therefore probable, that the limitation of the term is 
| the effect of his knowledge, rather than of his ignorance. 

j © And indeed the abfurdity of an univerfal enquiry for twenty years 
' pait is fuch, that no man whofe ftation has given him opportunities 
of being acquainted with public bufinefs, could have propofed it, 
had he not been mif-led by the vehemence of refentment, or biafled 
) bythe fecret operation of fome motives different from public good ; 
| for it is no lefs than a propofal for an attempt impoflible to be exe- 
) ‘cuted, and of which the execution, if it could be effected, would be 


detrimental to the public. 
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Were our nation, Sir, like fome of the inland kingdoms of the 
continent, or the barbarous empire »of Japan, without commerce, 


= 8 


without alliances, without taxes, and without competition with 


other nations; did we depend only on the product of our own foil to 
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fupport us, and the ftrength of our own arms to defend us, without 


ane 


any intercourfe with diftant empire, or any. folicitude about foreign 


affairs, were the fame meafures uniformly purfued, the government 
fupported by the fame revenues, and adminiftered with the fame 
views, it might not be impracticable to examine the conduct of 
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affairs; both foreign and domeftic, for twenty years; becaufe every 
year would afford only a tranfcript of the accounts of the laft. 

But how different is the ftate of Britain, a nation whofe traffic is 
extended over the earth, whofe revenues are every year different, or 


gaging in new treaties of al- 


liance, or forming new regulations of trade with: almoft every 


differently applied, which ts daily en 


nation, however diftant, which has undertaken the arduous and in- 


tricate employments of fuperintending the interefts of all foreign 


empires, and maintaining the equipoife of the French powers, which 


receives ambaffadors from all the neighbouring princes, and extends 


tt 
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its regard to the limits of the world. 
In fuch a nation, every year produces negotiations of peace, or 


preparations for war, new fchemes and different meafures, by which 
expences are fometimes increafed, and fometimes retrenched. In 


Se 
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fuch a nation, every thing is in a flate of perpetual viciffitude ; be- 
caufe its meafures are feldom the effects of choice, but of neceflity, 


arifing from the change of conduct in other powers. 


Nor is the multiplicity and intricacy of our domefti¢c affairs lefs 
remarkable or particular. It is too well known that our debts are 
great, and our taxes numerous; that our funds, appropriated to par- 
it ticular purpofes, are at fome times deficient, and at others redun- 
WH dant; and that therefore the money arifing from the fame innpofts, is 
te differently applied in different years. “To afflert that-this fluctuation 


produces intricacy, may be imaginec a cenfure of thofe to whofe 


| With care our accounts are commitied; but furely it muft be owned, that 
i i our accounts are made neceilarily lefs uniform and regular, and fuch 
Ht as mu({t require a longer time for a complete examination. 

Whoever fhall fet his foot in our offices, and obferve the number 
of papers with which the tranfactions of the laft twenty years have 


Billed them, will not necd any arguments againit this motion, Wher 


he 
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he fees the number of writings which fuch an enquiry will make 
neceflary to be perufed, compared, and extracted, the accounts 
which muft be examined and oppofed to others, the intellis 


I 
foreign courts which muft be confidered, and the eftimates of do- 
meftic expence ih 1 mutt be difcuffed ; he will own, that whoever 
|. 1s doomed to the tafk of this enquiry, would be happy in exchange eing 
| his condition with that of the miners of America, and that the moft 
tefolute induftry, however excited a ambition, or animated by 
patriotifm, muft fink under the weight of endlefs labour. 


If it be confidered how man 


P 
y 
it muft be confefled either that the national treafure is fquandered in 


| falaries upon’ men who have no em nloyment, or that twenty y 
| may be reafonably fuppofed to produce more tie rs than a commit 
| tee can examine; and, indeed, if the committee of enquiry be not 
| more numerous than has ever been ghana a a may be aflerted, 
| without RE that the enquiry into our affairs for, twenty 
|-years paft, will not be accurately epilatese in dels than’ twenty years 
to come; in ace time thofe whofe conduct is now 
have given the chief occafion to this motion, may be expected to 
| be removed for ever from the malice of calumny, and the rage of 
| perfecution. 

But if it fhould be imagined by thofe who, having never been 


| engaged in public affairs, cannot properly judge of their intricacy 


Bf 


jand extent, that fuch an enquiry is in reality fo far from being im- 


| poflible, that it is only the work of a few months, and that the 
|Jabour of it will be amply recompenfed by the difcoyeries which ig 
| will produce, let them but fo long fufpend the gratification of their 
|Curiofity, as to confider the nature of that demand by which they 
| are about to fatisfy it. A demand by which nothing lef is required 
‘than that all the fecrets of our government fhould be made 
public. 


i 


It is known in general to every man, whofe employment or amufe- 
“ment it pas been to confider the ftate of the French kingdoms, that 
| the laft twenty years have been a time not of war, but ‘of negotia 
tions ; a period crowned with projects, and machinations often more 
| dangerous than violence and invafions ; oa that thefe projects have 
been counteracted by oppofite hemes a treaties have been de- 
feated by treaties, and one alliance overbalanced by another, 
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Such a train of tranfactions, in which almoft every court ef France 
has been engaged, muft have given occafion to many private con- 
ferences, and fecret negotiations ; many defigns muft have been dif- 
covered by informers who gave their intelligence at the hazard of 
their lives, and been defeated fometimes by fecret ftipulations, and 
fometimes by a judicious diftribution of money to thofe who pre« 
fided in fenates or councils. 

Every man muft immediately be convinced, that by the enquiry 
now propofed, all thefe fecrets will be brought to light; that one 
prince will be informed of the treachery of his fervants, and another 
fee his. own cowardice or venality expofed to the world. It is plain, 
that the channels of intelligence will be for ever ftopped, and that 
no prince will enter into private treaties with a monarch who is 
denied by the conftitution of his empire, the privilege of concealing 
his own meafures. It is evident, that our enemies may hereafter 
plot our ruin in full fecurity, and that our allies will no longer treat 
us with confidence. 

Since therefore the enguiry now demanded is impoffible, the mo- 
tion ought to be rejected 3 as it can have no other tendency than to 
expofe the fenate and the nation to ridicule; and fince if it eould\be 
performed, it would produce confequences fatal to our government, 
as it would expofe our moft fecret meafures to our enemies, and 
weaken the confidence of our allies. I hope every man who regards 
either his own reputation, or that of the fenate, or profefles any fo- 
licitude for the public good, will oppofe the motion, 

Lord Quarennon fpoke to this effect:—Sir, I am always ine 
clined to fufpe€&t a man who endeavours rather to. terrify than per- 
fuade. Exageerations: and hyperboles are feldom made ufe of by 
him who has any real arguments to produce. The reafonablenefs of 
this motion, (of which I was convinced when I firft heard it, ‘and 
of which, I believe, no man can doubt who is not afraid of the 
enquiry propofed by it,) is now in my opinion evinced by the weak 
oppofition which has been made by the Honourable Gentleman, to 
whofe abilities I cannot deny.this atteftation, that the caufe which he 
cannot defend, has very little to hope from any other advocate, 

And furely he cannot, even by thofe who, whenever he. fpeaks, 
ftand prepared to applaud him, be thought to have produced any 
formidable argument. againft the enquiry, who has advanced little 
more than that it is impoffible to be performed, 


Impofibility 
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Impoffibility is a formidable found to ignorance and cowardice ; 
but experience has often difcovered, that it is only a found uttered by 
thofe who have nothing elfe to fay; and courage readily furmounts 
thofe obftacles that fink the lazy and timorous into defpair. 

That there are indeed impofiibilities in nature, cannot be denied. 
There may be fchemes formed which no wife man will attempt to 
execute, becaufe he will know that they cannot. fucceed; but furely 
the examination of arithmetical deductions, or the confideration. of 
treaties and conferences, cannot be admitted into the number of 
impoffible defigns ; unlefs, as 1t may fometimes happen, the treaties 
and calculations are unintelligible. 

The only difficulty that can arife, muft be produced by the con- 
fufion and perplexity of our public tranfactions, the inconfiftency of 
our treaties, and the fallacioufnefs of our eftimates ; but IT hope no 
man will urge thefe-as arguments againft the motion. An enquiry 
ought to be promoted, that confufion may be reduced to order, and 
that the diftribution of the public money may be regulated. If the 
éxamination be difficult, it ought to be fpeedily performed, becaufe 
thofe difficulties are daily increafing; if it be impoffible, it ought to 
be attempted, that thofe methods of forming calculations may be 
changed, which make them impoffible to be examined. 

Mr. Fowkes replied in the manner following:—Sir, to treat 
with contempt thofe arguments which cannot readily be anfwered, is 
the common practice of difputants; but as it is contrary to that 
candour and ingenuity which is infeparable from zeal for juftice and 
love of truth, it always raifes a fufpicion of private views, and of 
defigns, which however they may be concealed by fpecious appear- 
ances, and vehement profeffions of integrity and fincerity, tend in 
reality to the promotion of fome fecret intereft, or the gratification 
of fome darling paffion. It is reafonable to imagine, that he, who 
in the examination of public queftions, calls in the affiftance of ar- 
tifice and fophiftry, is a€tuated rather by the rage of perfecution, 
than the ardour of patriotifm; that he is purfuing an enemy, rather 
than detecting a criminal; and that he declaims againft the abufe of 
power in another, ‘only that he may more eafily obtain it himfelf. 

In fenatorial debates, I have often known this method of eafy 


confutation praétifed, fometimes with more fuccefs, and formetimes 


with lefs. I have often known ridicule of ufe, when reafon t 
baffled, and ‘feen thofe affect to defpife their opponents, 
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been able:to produce nothing againft them but artful allufions to patt 
debates, fatirical infinuations of dependence, or hardy affertions un- 
fupported by proofs. “By thefe arts. 1 have known the young. and 
unexperienced kept in fufpence; I have feen the cautious and diffi- 
dent taught to doubt of the plaineft truths; and. the bold and fan- 
guine perfuaded to join in the cry, and hunt down ‘reafon after the 
example of their leaders. 

But a bolder attempt to difarm argument of its force, and to per- 
plex the underftanding, has not often, been made, than this which I 
am now endeavouring to oppofe. A motion has been. made ,and 
feconded for an enquiry, to which it is obje@ed, not that it is ille- 
gal, not that it is inconvenient, ‘not'that it is unneceflary, but that 
it is zmpoffible. An objection more formidable cannot,.in my opi- 
nion, eafily be made; nor can it be imagined that thofe men would 
think any other worthy of an attentive examination, who can pafs 
over this as below their regard; yet even this/has produced no an- 
{wer, but contemptuous raillery, and violent exclamation. 

What arguments thefe Gentlemen require, it is not eafy to con- 
jeQure; or how thofe who difapprove their meafures, may with any 
hope of fuccefs difpute againft them. |, ‘Thofe impetuous. fpirits that 
break fo eafily through the bars of impofhibility, ‘will fcarcely fufter 
their career to be ftopped by any other reftraint; and it may be rea- 
fonably feared, that arguments from juftice, or law, or policy, will 
have little force upon thefe daring minds, who in the tranfports of 
their newly acquired victory, trample impoffibility: under their feet, 
and imagine, that to thofe who have vanquifhed the miniftry, every 
thing is practicable. 

That this enquiry would be the work of years; that it will employ 
greater numbers than were ever deputed by this Houfe on fuch an 
occafion before ; that it would deprive the nation of the councils of 
the wifeft and moft experienced members of this Houfe, (for fuch 
only ought to be chofen,) at atime when all Europe is in arms, 
when our allies are threatened not only with fubjeétion, -but annihi- 
lation; when the French are reviving their ancient fchemes, and 
projecting the conqueft of the continent; and that it will therefore 
interrupt’ our attention to more important affairs, and difable us 
from refcuing our confederates, is inconteftibly evident; nor can the 
wifeft or the moft experienced determine how far its confequences 
whether it may not expofe our commerce 
to 
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to be deftroyed by the Spaniards, and the liberties of all the nations 
round us to be infringed by the French ;'whether it may not termi- 
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nate in the lofs of our saddpduntiiden ind the deftruction of our 
religion. 

Such are the effects which may be expected from an attempt to 
make the enquiry propofed ; effects, to which no proportionate ad- 
vantages can be expected from it, fince it has been already fhewn, 
that it can never be compleated; ‘and to which, though the indefa- 
tigable induftry of curiofity or malice fhould at length break through 
all obftacles, and lay all the tranfaGtions of twenty years open to the 
world, no difcoveries would be equivalent. 

‘That any real difcoveries ‘of mifconduct would be made, that the 
intereft of .our country would be found ever to have been lazily 
neglected, or treacheroully betrayed, that any of our rights have 
been either yielded by cowardice, or fold by avarice, or that our 
enemies have gained. any advantage over us by the connivance or 
ignorance of our minifters, I am indeed very far from believing; 
but as l am now endeavouring to convince thofe of the impropriety 
of this motion, who have long declared themfelves of a different 
opinion, it may not be improper to afk, what advantage they propofe 
by deteCting errors of twenty years, which are now irretrievable ; 
of enquiring into fraudulent practices, of which the authors and the 
agents are now probably in their graves; and expofing meafures, of 
which all the inconveniencies have been already felt, and which have 
now ceafed to affect us. 

If it be wife to neglect our prefent intereft for the fake of enquiring 
into paft mifcarriages, and the enquiry now propofed be in itfelf pof- 
fible, 1 have no objections to.the prefent motion; but as I think the 
confufed ftate of Europe demands our utmoft attention, and the 
profecution of the war againft Spain is in itfelf of far more importance 
than the examination of all paft tranfactions, I cannot but think, 
that the duty which I owe to my country requires that I fhould de- 
clare myfelf unwilling to concur in any propofal, that may unnecef= 


rR 


{arily divert our thoughts or diftraét our counfels. 


Lord Percivat then rofe and {poke to the follawing purpofe :— 


fig 


Sir, to difcourage good defigns by reprefentations of: the danger of 


attempting, and the difficulty id jae them, has been at all times 


the practice of thofe whofe intereft has been threatened by them. A 


pirate never fails to intimidate his purfuers by exaggerating the num- 
ber 
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ber and refolution of his crew, the ftrength of his veffels, and the 
fecurity of his retreats. A cheat difcourages a profecution by dwel- 
ling upon his knowledge of all the arts and fubterfuges of the law, 
the fteadinefs of his witnefles, and the experience of his agents. 

To raife falfe terrors by artful appearances is part of the art of war, 
nor can the general be denied praife, who by an artful difpofition of 
a fall body, ainbumayes thofe enemics from attacking him by whom 
he would certainly be overcome; but then furely the appearance 
ought to be fuch as may reafonably be expected to deceive ; for a 
ftratagem too grofs ‘only produces contempt and confidence, and 
adds the vexationfof being ridiculous to the calamity of being 
defeated. ! 

Whether this will be the fate of the advocates for the miniftry Tam 

able to determine; but furely they have forgot the refolution 
with which their enemies bore up for many years againft their fupert- 
ority, and the conduét by which at laft they defeated the united in- 
fluence of power and money; if they hope to difcourage them from 
anattack, by reprefenting the bulk and ftrength of their paper fortifi- 
cations. ‘They have loft all memory of the excife and the eonven- 
tion, who can belicve their eloquence fufliciently powerful to evince, 
that the enquiry now propofed ought to be numbered among 
impofiibilities. 

Whoever, Sir, is acquainted with their methods of negoctation, 
will indeed eafily believe the papers fufficiently numerous, and the 
tafk of examining them fuch as no man would willingly undertake ; 
for it does not appear for what end the immenfe fums which late 
Senates have granted, were expended, except for the payment of 
fecretaries, and minifters, and couriers. But whatever care has been 

employed to perplex every tranfaction with ufelefs circumftances, and 
to croud every office with needlefs papers, it will be long before they 
convince us, that it is impoffible to examine them, They may 
doubtlefs be in time perufed, though perhaps they ¢an never be 
underftood. re on 

The utmoft inconvenience, Sir, that can be feared, is the necef- 
fity of engaging a greater number of hands than on former occafions, 
and it will be no difagreeable method to the public, if we employ fome 
of the clerks which have been retained only for the fake of gratifying 
the leaders of borcughs, or advancing the diftant relations of the de- 


fenders of the minift A in unravelling thofe proceedings which they 
have 
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have been hitherto hired enly to embarrafs, and in deteGling fome of 
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thofe abufes to which the will of their mafters has made them inftru- 


mental; that they may at lait deferve, in fome degree, the falaries 


which they have enjoyed, may requite the public for their part of 
its fpoils, by contributing to the punifhment of the principal plun- 
derers, and leave their offices, of which I hope the number will be 
quickly diminifked, with the fatisfaction of having deferved at laft the 
thanks of their country. 

By this expedient, Sir, the enquiry will be made at leaft poffible, 
and I hope, thought fhould ftill remain difficult, thofe who have fo 
tong ftruggled for the prefervation of their country, and who have at 
jaft feen their labours rewarded with fuccefs, will not be difcouraged 
from purfuing it. 

The neceffity of fuch ar enquiry will crow every day more urgent ; 
becaufe wicked men will be hardened in confidence of impunity, and 
the difficulty, fuch as itis, will beincreafed by every delay; for what 
now makes an enquiry difficult, or in the ftile of thefe mighty politi- 
cians impoffible, but the Jength of time that has elapfed fince the laft 


‘ exertion of this right of the Senate, and the multitude of tranf- 


actions which are neceffarily to be examined ? 

What is this year an irkfome and tedious tafk, will in another 
year require fti!l more patience and labour ; and though 1 cannot be- 
lieve that it will ever become impofiible, it will undoubtedly in time 
be fufficient to weary the moft actiye induftry, and to difcourage the 
moft ardent zeal, 

The chief argument therefore that has been hitherto employed to 
difcourage us from an enquiry, ought rather, in my opinion, to in- 
cite us to it. We ought to remember, that while the enemies of our 


“ country are fortifying themfelves behind an endlefs multiplicity of 


negociations and accounts, every day adds new ftrength to their 
intrenchments, and that we ought to force them while they are yet 
uinable to refift or efcape us. 

Sir Wa. Yonce then fpoke to the following effe&:—Sir, how- 
ever I may be convinced in my own opinion of the impracticability 
of the enquiry now propofed, whatever confidence I may repofe in 
the extenfive knowledge and long experience of thofe, by whom it 
has been openly pronounced not only difficult bu¢ impoffible, I think 
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ftronger in themfelves, (for what objection can be ftronger than im-= 
poffibility) ought at leaft more powerfully to incite us to oppofe it. 
Of the impoflibility of executing this enquiry, thofe who have pro- 
pofed it well deferve to be convinced, not by arguments but experi- 
ence ; they deferve not to be diverted by perfuafions. from engaging in 
a tafk, which they have voluntarily determined to. undergo; a tafk 
which. neither nett nor teonb nor neceflity has impofed upon 
them, and to which it may juftly be fufpected, that they would .not 
have fubmiited upon any other motives, than thofe by which their 
conduct ‘has Acheree been a directed, ambition and re- 


: 4 Real 
Men who upon fuch principles condemn themfelves to labours 


s 
hich thevcannntfonnare tirale:datet nerit{n ans 7 4 
Mich they Cannot iupporet, furely deferve to pera in the execution of 


their own proje to be overwhelmed by’the burdens which they 


have laid upon wasan hk and to fuffer the difgrace which always 
s the undertakers of impoffibilities; and from which the powers 
st raillery and. ridicule, which they have fo fuccefsfully difplayed on 
afion, will not be fufficient to defend them. 


They have indeed, Sir, with great copioufnefs of language, and 


agination, ihewn the weaknefs of fuppofing this 
1g > 8 
enquiry impofiible ; they have propofed a.method of performing it, 


¥ 


which they hope will at once confute anid irritate their opponents ; 
hee) 1 7 2 1 * 

but all their raillery and all their arguments have in reality been 

thrown away upon an attempt to confute what never was advanced. 


Lae fas CLF y ] 
Vhey have firft miftaken the affertion which they oppofe, and’ then 
expofed its abfurdity; they have introduced a bugbear, and then at- 


tempted to fignalize their courage and their abilities; by fhewing that 


{he honourable Gentleman, Sir, who firft mentioned to you the 
impoffibility of this enquiry, fpoke only according to the common 
ye ak of words, and was far from intending to imply natural 
and philofophical impoffibility. He was far from intending to infinuate, 
that to examine any feries of tranfactions, or perufe any number of © 
papers, implied an abfurdity, or contrariety to the eftablifhed order of 
nature; he did not intend to rank this defign with thofe of building in 
the ‘air,’ or tere out the ocean; he intended only to affert a 
moral or popular impoffibility, to thew that the fcheme was not 
practicable but by greater numbers than could be conveniently em- 


ploy ed 


A. P7A41-2 PURLIC- ENQUIRY. 10g 


sloyed upon it, or in a longer fpace of time than it was rational to 


i 


ty 
9 
pee) =a 


p30) 
affion to it; as, we fay it is impofflible to raife groves upon rocks, or 
build cities in deferts ; by which we mean cnly to imply, that there is 
no proportion between the importance of the effe&, and the force of 
the caufes which muft operate to produce it; that the toil. will be 
great, and the advantage little. 

In this fenfe, Sir, and nothing but. malice or perverfenefs could 
have difcovered any other, the motion may be truly faid to be impof- 


ther the care of thofe who 


fible ; but its impoffibility ought to ber 
than of thofe that oppofe it; and therefore I fhall lay before 
the Houfe other rezfons, which unlefs they can be anfwered,. will de- 


termine me to vote againft it. 


oO 


b) 


It cannot be doubted but the papers which muft-on this oceafion 


be examined, contain.a great numberof private tranfaclions, which 


1 


the intereft of the nation and the honour of our Sovereign require to 
be concealed. . The fyftem of policy which the French have, within 
the laft century, introduced into the world, has made: negociation 
more neceflary than in any preceding time. What was formerly 
performed by fleets and armies, by invafions, fieges, and battles, has 
been of, late accomplifhed by: more filent methods. Empires have 
been enlarged without bloodfhed, and nations reduced to diftrefs 
without the ravages of hoftile armies, by the diminution of their 
commerce, and the alienation of their allies. 

For this reafon, Sir, it has been neceflary frequently to engage in 
private treaties, to obviate defigns fometimes juftly, and at other 
times perhaps unreafonably fufpected. It has been proper to act upon 
remote fuppofitions, and to conclude alliances which were only to be 
publickly owned, in confequence of meafures taken by fome other 
powers, which meafures were fometimes laid afide, and the treaty 
therefore was without effet. In fome of thefe provifionary contracts, 


it is eafy to conceive, that defigns were formed not to the advantage 


IC 


- 


of fome powers, whom yet we do not treat as enemies, which were 
only to be made public by the execution of them : In others, perhaps 
fome conceflions were made to us, in confideration of the. affiftance 
that we promifed, by which the weaknefs of our allies may be dif- 
covered, and which we cannot difclofe without making their enemies 
more infolent, and increafing that danger from which they apply to 


1s for fecurity and protection. 
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If to this reprefentation of the nature of the papers, with which 
our offices have been filled by the negociations of the laft twenty 
years, any thing were neceflary to be added, it may be farther al= 
ledged, that it has been long the practice of every nation on this fide 
of the globe, to procure private intelligence of the defigns and ex- 
pectations of the neighbouring powers, to penetrate into the councils 
of princes and the clofets of minifters, to difcover the inftru@ions of 
ambafladors, and the orders of generals, to learn the intention of 
fleets before they are equipped, and of armies before they are levied, 
and to provide not only again{t immediate and vilible hoftilities, but 
to obviate remote and probable dangers. 

It need not be declared in this Allembly, that-this cannot always 
be done without employing men who abufe the confidence repofed in 
them, a practice on which I fhall not at this time trouble the Hou 
with my opinion, nor interrupt the prefent debate, by any attempt to 
juitify or condemn it, ‘This I think may be very reafonably alledged, 
that whether the employment of fuch perfons_be defenfible by the 
reciprocal: practice of nations or not, it becomes at Jeaft thofe that 
corrupt them and pay them for their treachery, not to expofe them to 
vengeance, to torture, or to ruin ; not to betray thofe crimes which 
they have hired them to commit, or give them up to punifhment, to 
which they have made theméelves liable only by their inftigation, and 
for their advantage, 

‘That private compacts between nations and fovereigns ought to be 
kept inviolably fecret, cannot be doubted by any man who confiders, 
that fecrecy. is one of the conditions of thofe treaties, without which 
they had not been concluded ; and therefore, that to difcover them is 
to violate them, to break down the fecurities of human fociety, to 
deftroy mutual, truft, and introduce into the world univerfal con- 
fufion. For nothing lefs can be produced by a difregard of thofe ties 
which link nations in confederacies, and produce confidence and {e- 
curity, and which enables the weak by union to refit the attacks of 
powerful ambition, 

How much it would injure the honour of our Sovereign to be 
charged with the diffolution of concord, and the fubverfion of the 
general bulwarks of public faith, it is fuperfluous to explain. To 
know the condition to which a compliance with this motion would 


reduce the Britifh nation, we need only turn our eyes downwards 
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‘upon the hourly fcenes of common life; we need only attend to the 
occurrences which croud perpetually upon our view, and contider 

: the calamitous ftate of that man, of whomit is generally known that 
he cannot be trufted, and that fecrets communicated to him are in 
| reality fcattered among mankind. 

Every one knows that’ fuch a man can expect none of the advan- 
tages or pleafures of friendfhip, that he cannot tranfact affairs with 
| others upon terms of equality, that he muft purchafe the favours of 
| thofe that are more powerful than himfelf, and frighten thofe into 
compliance with his defigns who have any thing to fear from him 
that he muft give uncommon fecurity for the performance of his 
| covenants ; that he can have no influence but that of money, which 
| will probably become every day lefs, that his fuccefs will multiply his 
enemies, and that in misfortunes he will be without refuge. 

The condition of nations collectively confidered is not different 
from that of private men, their profperity is produced by the fame 
condué, and their calamities drawn upon them by the fame errors, 
lon negligences, or crimes ; and therefore, fince he that betrays fecrets 
| in private life, indifputably forfeits his claim to truft, and fince he 
- that can be no longer trufted is on the brink of ruin, I cannot but 
conclude that, as by this motion all the fecrets of our government 
mutft be inevitably betrayed, my duty to his Majefty, my love of my 
country, and my obligations to difcharge with idelity the truft which 
| my conftituents have conferred upon me, oblige me to oppofe it. 


| Mr. LirtrLeron ‘then rofe and fpoke to this effect :—Sir, ‘it 
| always portends well to thofe who difpute on the fide of truth and 
| xeafon, when their opponents appear not wholly to be hardened againft 


the force of argument, when they feem defirous to gain the victory, 
| not by fuperiority of numbers but of reafon, and attempt rather to 


| convince, than to terrify or bribe, For though men are not in queft 
) of truth themfelves, nor defirous to point it out to others; yet while 
a ‘ : P ’ 

| they are obliged to fpeak with an appearance of fincerity, they muft 
| . 


| 
| neceflarily afford the unprejudiced and attentive an opportunity of 
difcovering the right. While they think themfelves under a necef- 
| fity of reafoning, they cannot but fhew the force of a juft argument, 


by the unfuccefsfulnefs of their endeavours to confute it, and the pro- 
y I 


priety of an ufeful and falutary motion, by the flight objections which 


fs 


dee: raife againft it. “They cannot si find themfelves fometimes 
forced to difcover what they can never be expected to acknowledge, 
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the weaknefs of their own reafons, by deferting them, when they are 
prefied with contrary affertions, and ecking a fubterfuge in new ar- 
guments equally conclufive and incontemptible. They fhew the 
{fuperiority of their opponents, like other troops, by retreating before. 
them, and forming one fortification behind another, in hopes of 
Wearying thofe whom they cannot hope to repulfe. 

Of this conduét we have had already an inftance in’ the prefent de- 
bates a debate managed with fuch vigour, order, and refolution, as_ 
fuficiently fhews the advantage of regular difcipline long continued, 
and proves, that troops may retain their {kill and {pirit, even when 
they are deprived of that leader, to whofe inftruGions and example 
they were indebted for‘them. | When firft this motion was offered, it 
feems to have been their chief hope to divert us from it by outcries of 
impoffibility, by reprefenting it as the demand of men unacquainted 
with the flate of our offices, or the multiplicity of tranfaGions, in 
which the indefatigable induftry of our minifters has been employed ; 
and they have therefore endeavoured to perfuade us, that they are 
only difcouraging us from an infuperable labour, and advifing us to 
defift from meafures which we cannot live to accomplith. 

But when they found, Sir, that their exaggerations produced mer- 
riment inftead of terror, that their opponents weré determined to try 
their ftrength againft impoffibility, that they were refolved to launch 
out into this boundlefs ocean of enquiry ; an ocean of which they 
have been boldly told, that it has neither fhore nor bottom, and that 
whoever ventures into it muft be toft about for life ; when they dif- 
covered that this was not able to fhake our refolution, or move us 
to any other difpofition, they thought it proper to explain away their 
aflertion of impoffibility, by making a kind of diftinGtion between 
things impoffible, and things which cannot be performed; and finding 
it neceflary to enlarge their plea, they have now afferted, that this en- 
quiry is both impoffible and inexpedient. . 

Its. impoffibility, Sir, has been already fufficiently. difcufled, and 
fhewn to mean only a difficulty which the unfkilfulnefs of our mi-~ 
nifters has produced ; for tranfaGtions can only produce difficulties 
to the enquirer, when they are confufed; and confufion can only be 
the effect of ignorance or neglect. 

Artifice is, indeed, one more fource of perplexity; it is the intereft 
of that man whofe caufe is bad to fpeak unintelligibly in the defence of 
it, and of him whofe a@ions cannot bear to be examined, to hide 


them 
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‘them in diforder, to engage his purfuers in a labyrinth that they may 
not trace his fleps.and difcover his retreat; and what intricacies 
may be produced by fraud co-operating with fubtilty, it is not 
ipoffible to tell. | 

| Ido not however believe, that all the art of wickednefs can elude 
ithe enquiries of a Britifh Senate, quickened by zeal for the public 
7 nefs. ‘The fagacity of our predeceflors has often detected crimes 
‘concealed with more Neos than can be afcribed to thofe whofe con- 
ldu& is now to be examined, and dragged the authors of national 
|calamities to punifhment from their darkeft retreats. “Ihe expedi- 
ency therefore of this motion is now to be confidered, and furely it 


iwill not require long refle€tion to prove, that it is proper, when the 


ation is opprefled with calamities, to enquire by what milconduct 


they were brought uponit; when immenie fums have been raifed by 
ithe moft oppreffive methods of exaction,' to afk why they were de- 


i} 


imanded, and how they were expended ; when penal laws have been 


partially executed, to examine by what authority they were fufpended, 
and by what they were enforced; and when the Senate has for twenty 
lyears implicitly obeyed the dire€tion of one man, when it has been 
‘known throughout the nation before any queftion was propofed, how 
it would be decided, to fearch out the motive of that regular compli- 
lance, and to examine whether the minifter was reverenced for his 
'wifdom and virtue, or feared for his power, or courted for the public 
‘money, whether he owed his prevalence to the confidence or Corrups 
\tion of his followers? 


It cannot furely be thought inexpedient, to enquire into the reafons 


. 

| for which our merchants were for many years {uffered to be plundered, 
4 for which a war, folicited by the general voice of the whole nation, 
hwas delayed ; into the reafons for which our fleets were fitted ‘out 
only to coaft upon the ocean, and connive at the departure of 
ifquadrons and the tranfportation of armies, to fuffer our allies to be 
Hinvaded, and our traders ruined and enflaved. 

. It is in my opinion convenient to examine with the utmoft rigour, 
‘why time was granted to our enemies to fortify themfelves againft us, 


? 


while a {tanding army.preyed upon our pe Why forces unac- 


ople 
Iquainted with the ufe of arms were fent againft them, under the 
icommand of leaders equally ignorant? And why we have {uffered 


Etheir privateers in the mean time to rove at la urge. aver the ocean, and 


Minfult us upon our own coafts? Why we did not refcue our failors 
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from captivity, when opportunities of exchange were in our power ? 
And why we robbed our merchants of their crews by rigorous im- 
prefies, without employing them either to guard our trade, or fubdue 
Our enemies? 


If the Senate is not to be fuffered to enquire into affairs like thefe, 


it is no longer any fecurity to the people, that they have the right of 


electing reprefentatives ; and unlefs they may carry their enquiries 
back as far as they fhall think it neceflary, the moft acute fagacity may 
be eafily cluded ; caufes may be very remote from their confequences, 
the original motives of a long train of wicked meafures may lye hid 
In fome private tranfaction of former years, and thofe advantages 
which our enemies have been of late fuffered to obtain, were perhaps 


fold them at fome forgotten congrefs by fome fecret article. 


Such are probably the private tranfations which the Honourable 


Gentleman is fo much afraid of expofing to the light; tranfaGtons 
in which the intereft of this nation has been meanly yielded up by 
cowardice, or fold by treachery ; in which Britain has been confi- 
dered as a province fubordinate to fome other country, or in which 
the minifter has enriched himfelf by the facrifice of the public rights. 
It has been, indeed, alledged with fome degree of candour, that many 
of our treaties were provilions againft invafions which perhaps were 
never intended, and calculated to defeat meafures which only our own 
cowardice difpofed us to fear. ‘That fuch treaties have, indeed; been 


made, Hanover is a fufficient witnefs; but however frequently they 


may occur, they may furely be difcovered with very little difadvans 
tage to the nation; they will prove only the weaknefs of thofe that 
made them, who were at one time intimidated by chimerical terrors, 
and at another lulled into confidence by airy fecurity. 

The conceffions from foreign powers, which: have been likewife 
mentioned, ought furely not to be produced as arguments againft the 
motion ; for what could more excite the curiofity of the nation, if, 
indeed, this motion were in reality produced by malevolence or re- 
fentment; if none were expe&ted to concur in it but thofe who 
envied the abilities, or had felt the power of the late minifter, it 
might be perhaps defeated by fuch infinuations ; for nothing could 
more certainly regain his reputation, or exalt him’ to’ more abfolute 


authority, than proofs that he had obtained for us any conceflions 


from foreign powers. 


lf 
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|. If any advantageous terms have been granted us, he muit be 


) 
_confefled to have.fo far difcharged his truft to his allies, that he has 
| kept them with the utmoft caution from the knowledge of the peo- 
\ple, who have heard during all his adminiftration of nothing bug 


Le 


e 
fub fidies, fubmiffion, and compliances paid to almoft every prince 
| on the continent who has had the confidence to demand them; and 
| if by this enquiry any dif pi to the difadvantage of our allies 
| fhould be ftruck out, he may with great fincerity alledge, that it was 

. made without his confent. 

|. Another objeGtion to this enquiry is, that the fpies: which are re~ 
tained in foreign courts may be deteéted by it, that the canals of our 
| intelligence wilt be for ever ftcpped, and that we fhall henceforth 
| have no knowledge of the defigns of foreign powers, but what may 


be honeftly attained. by penetration and. experience.. Spies are, in- 


deed, a generation for whofe fecurity | have. not much regard, but 
for whom I amon this occafion lefs folicitous, as I believe very few 
of them will be affected by this motion. 

The conduct of our minifters: has never difcovered fuch an. ac- 
_quaintance with the defigns of neighbouring princes, as could be 
fufpected to be obtained by any uncommon methods, or they have 


| very little improved the opportunities: which early inforniation put 
into their power; for they have always been baffled and deceived. 
_ Either they have employed no fpies, or their fpies have~ been ‘di- 
| rected to elude them by falfe intelligence, or true intelligence has been 
| of no ufe; and if any of thefe aflertions be true, the-public will not 
fuffer by the motion, | 
| - It was juftly obferved by the Honourable Gentleman, that a paral- 
lel may be properly drawn between a nation and a private man, and 
“by confequence between a trading nation and a trader. Let us 
therefore confider what muft. be the. ftate of that trader who fhall 
| never infpect or ftate his accounts, who fhall fuffer his fervants to 
| traffic in the dark with:his ftock, and-on his credit, and who fhall 
| permit them to tranfa@ bargains in his name, without enquiring 
whether they are advantageous, or whether they are performed. 
| Every man immediately marks out a trader thus infatuated, as on 
| the brink of bankruptcy and ruin; every one will eafily forefee, that 
his fervants will take advantage of his credulity, and proceed hourly 
: to grofler frauds; that they will grow rich by betraying his interedt, 
| that they will neglect his affairs to promote their own, that they will 
. plun- 
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rs 


plunder him till he has nothing left, and feek then for employment 
among thofe. to whom they have recommended themfelves by felling 


LSLS18. 
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their truft.. His neighbours, who eafily forefee his approaching mi- ¥) 
fery, retire from him by degrees, difunite their bufinefs from his, 


wt 
weak Sx) segt Ane 


and leave him to fall, without involving others in his ruin. 4 
Such muft be the fate of a trader whom idlenefs, or a blind cons >. 


Loa 


fidence in the integrity of others, hinders from attending to his own 


affairs, unlefs he roufes from his flumber, and recovers from his in- 
| , fatuation. And what is to be done by the man who, having for” 


miore than twenty years neglected fo neceflary an employment, finds 


what muft neceflarily be found in much lefs time, his accounts per= — 
plexed, his credit deprefied, and his affairs difordered?:.What re- 
mains, but that he fuffer that diforder to. proceed no farther, that 
he refolutely examine all the tranfactions which he has hitherto over- 


looked, that he repair thofe errors which are yet retrievable, and 
reduce his trade into method ; that he doom thofe fervants, by whom 
he has been robbed or deceived, to the punifhment which they de- 


ferve, and recover from them that wealth which they have accumu- 
if lated by rapacity and fraud. | 
By this method only can the credit of the trader or the nation be 


repaired, and this is the method which the motion recommends; a 
motion with which therefore every man may be expected to comply, 


SRN 


who defires that his country fhould once more recover its influence 


=a 
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and power, who wiflies to fee Britain again courted and feared, and 
her monarch confidered as the arbiter of the world, the protector of 
the true religion, and the defender of the liberties of mankind. . 
Mr. Puixxips fpoke in fubftance as follows:—Sir, I am fo far 
from believing that there is danger of expofing the {pies of the go- 


yernment to the refentment of foreign princes, by complying with 
this.motion, that I fufpect the oppofition to be produced chiefly from 
a con{cioulnefs, that ‘no fpies will be difcovered to have been em- 


ployed, and that the fecret fervice for which fuch large fums have 
been required,. will appear to have been: rather for the fervice of do- 
meftic than of foreign traitors, and to have been performed rather 
in this Houfe than in foreign courts. . 

at Al Secret fervice has been long a term, of great ufe to the minifters 
pith of this nation; -a term of art to which fuch uncommon efficacy has 
been hitherto annexed, that the people have been influenced by-it to 


i 


pay taxes, without expecting to be informed how they were applied, 


vee x having 
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| having been content with being told when they enquired after their 


3 


oat jiyskd) Soe eRe a 
properties, that they were exhaufted and diffipated in fecret fetvice. 


: e 
Secret fervice 1 conceive to have originally implied tranfactions, 
of which the agents were fecret, though the effets were vifible. 
When Marlborough defeated the French, when he counteracted al 


4 j 


3 ° ° } * / « X ae SR ah ee 
their ftratagems, obviated all their defigns, and deceived all their 


> 


expectations, he charged the nation with large fums for fecret fer- 


Vice, which were, indeed, chearfully allowed; becaufe the importance 


| and reality of the fervice were apparent from its effects. But what 


_ advantages can our minifters boaft of having obtained in twenty years 


} e means of their intelligence! by whom have they within 

by th ans of th telligence# Or 

that period, not been deceived by falfe appearances? When we pur- 
p 3 rt 

chafe fecret fervice at fo dear a rate, let it appear that we really ob- 


| tain what we pay for, though the means by which it is obtained are 


| ourfelves contributing to the public fecurity? 


kept impenetrably fecret. Wherever the ufefulnefs of the intelli- 
gence is not difcoverable, it is furely juft to enquire, whether our 
money is not demanded for other purpofes, whether we are not in 
reality hiring with our own money armies to enflave, or fenators to 
betray us; or enriching an avaricious minilter, while we imagine 


S 


/ 


the cuftom: for men to {peak of the 


| government with reverence, even when they oppofed its meafures, 


or projected its diffolution; nor has it been thought in any time be- 


| fore our own decent or fenatorial, to give way to fatire or invective, 


or indulge a petulant imagination, to endeavour to level all orders 
by contemptuous reflections, or to court the populace, by echoing 
S 


. rc 
tig 


their language, or adopting their fentiments. 


This method of gaining the reputation of patriotifm, has been 
unknown till the prefent age, and referved for the prefent leaders of 
the people, who will have the honour to fland recorded as the ori- 
Ly fh 


° 


| ginal authors of anarchy, the great fubverters of order, and the frft 


men who dared to pronounce, tha 


t all the fecrets of government 
ought to be made public. 

Tt has. been hitherto wnderftood in all nations, that thofe who were 
intrufted with authority, had likewife a claim to refpect and confi- 
dence ; that they were chofen for the fuperiority of their abilities, or 
5 


ri 
the’ reputation of their virtue; and that therefore it was reafonable 
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to confen to their management, the direétion of fuch affairs, as by 
their own nature require fecrecy. 

But this ancient doctrine, by which fubordination has oh fo. long 
preferved, is now to be fet afide for new BS teal which may flatter 
the pride, and incite the paflions of the people; we are now to be 
told, that affairs are only kept fecret, becaufe Aa will not bear exa- 
mination; that men conceal not thofe tranfaGions in which they 
have fucceeded, but thofe in. which they have failed ;. that in are 


3 
Ja + sllie R } iy ‘rim ¢ d ha Ig nine 
lé their follies or their crimes, atid that to examine 


only inclined to hic 


th 


their conduct in the moft open manner, is only to fecure the intereft 
of the public. 

Thus has the nation been taught to expect, that the counfels of 
the cabinet fhould be difperfed in the public papers; that their go- 
vernors fhould declare the motives of their meafures, and difcover 
tie ib een of our allies, and the fcheme of our policy; and that 
the people fhould be confulted upon every emergence, and enjoy the 


right of inftructing not only their own reprefentatives, but-the mi- 


nifters of the crown. 

In this debate the mention of fecret treaties has been received with 
contempt and ridicule, the minifters have been upbraided with chi- 
merical fears, and unneceffary provifions again{t attacks which never 
were defigned; they have been alledged to have no other intereft in 
view than tate own, when. they endeavour to miflead enquirers, and 
to have in reality nothing to keep fram public view but their own 
ignorance or wickednefs. ; 

It cannot furely be ferioufly, aflerted by men of knowledge and ex- 


fiens formed by wife governments, of 


perience, that there are no de 
Pricntrhe increta le it it be aflerted, tl 
wnich_ the fuccefs depends upon fecrecy ; 3 nor can it be atierted, that 
the enquiry now propofed will betray nothing from which our ene- 
mies may receive advantage. 

If weg fhould fuppofe, that all our fchemes are either fully accom- 
plifhed, or irretrievably defeated, it will not even then be prudent to 
difcover them, fince they will enable our enemies to form conjec- 
tures of the future from the paft, and to obviate hereafter the fame 
jefions. when it fhalf be 1 F 
ceilgns, when it thall be thought neceflary to refume them. 

But in reality nothing is more irrational, than to fuppofe this a 
se time than any other for fuch general difcoveries; for why fhould 

t ‘Be imagined, that our engagements are not ftill ¢ depending, and 
Our treaties yet in force? And what can be more difhonourable or 

impru-~ 
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| 
i imprudent, than to deftroy at once the whole fcheme of foreign po- 


Slicy, to diffolve our alliances, and deftroy the effects of fuch long 
| 
5° and fuch expenfive negotiations, without firft examining whether 


ry will be beneficial or detrimental to us? 


i ne atone at 


Nor is it only with refpect to foreign affairs that fecrecy is necef- 
| ee there are undoubtedly many domeitic tranfactions which it is 
}not proper to communicate to the whole nation, ‘There is full 

| faCtion among us, which openly defires the fubverfion of our prefent 
eftablifhment; a faction, indeed not powerful, and which grows, [ 


/hope, every day weaker, but which is favoured, or at Jeaft imagines 


| itfelf favoured by thofe who have fo long diftinguifhed themfelves by 
y opp yofing the meafures of the government. Againit thefe men, 
Bwhofe hopes are revived by every commotion, who ftudioufly 
Pheighten every fubject of difcontent, and add their outcries to every 
Fclamou r, it is not doubted but meafures are formed, by which 
B their defigns are difcovered, and their meafures broken; nor can jit 
) ibe fuppofed, that this is done without the affiftance of fome who are 
Preceived with confidence amonegft them, and who probably pafs for 
Bthe moft zealous of their party. 

Many other domeftic occafions of expence might be mentioned, 
‘of expence which operates in private, and produces benefits which 
are only not acknowledged, becaufe they are not known, but which 
jcould no longer be applied to the fume ufeful purpofes, if the channels 


; | 


Benrouch which it pafles were laid open. I cannot therefore forbear 


}to offer my opinion, that this motion, by which all the fecrets of our 
| }governn ent will be difcovered, will tend to the confufion of th 
Pprefent fiibein of Europe, to the abfolute ruin of our intereft in 


‘Fforeign seni t8s and to. the embarraflment of our domeftic affairs. 

‘BI cannot therefore conceive how any advantages can be expected by 
ithe moft eager perfecutors of the late miniftry, which can even in 
Itheir opinion deferve to be purchafed at fo dear a rate. 

, | Mr. Pitt then fpoke to the following purpofe :— Sir, I know not 

| by what fatality the adverfaries of the motion are impelled to affift 
itheir adverfaries, and contribute to their own overthrow, by fug- 
Beefting, whenever they attempt to oppofe it, new arguments againtt 

; Ethemfelves. 

It has been long obferved, that when men are drawing near to 
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Bdeftruction, they are apparently deprived of their underitanaing, ana 


- 
~ 

w 

<A 

< 

see 

»~ 

«<4 
= 
_ot 
~ 
c 
i) 
ce? 


pcontribute by their own folly to thofe calamities 
| Se: threatened, 


| 


ay net nai ah ances Ni ph ae 


< ee ne — 
ae P oa 
toot Lah 


him 


Rees St St 


uA st 


— oman 


La : 


4] 


iene 


eae 


. 
fered 


GE 


$ Soaks 
Piers y 
‘4 


Se LS 


hae pre 


to 


ge ees 


116 DEBATE OM [MARCH 9. 


threatened, but which might by a different conduét.be fometimes 

elayed. This has furely now happened to the veteran advocates for 
an abfolute and unaccountable miniftry, who have difcovered on this 
occafion, by the weaknefs of their refiftance, that their abilities are 
declining; and I-cannot but hope, that the omen will be fulfilled, 
and that their infatuation will be quickly followed by their.ruin. 

To touch in this debate on our domeftic affairs; to mention the 
diftribution of the public money, and to difcover their fears, left the 
ways in which it has been difburfed, fhould by this enquiry be difcos 
vered, to recal to the minds of their opponents the immenfe fums 
which have been annually demanded, and of which no: account 
has been yet given, is-furely the loweft degree of weaknefs and 
imprudence, 

I am fo far from Deine convinced that any danger can arife from 
this enquiry, thatt believe the nation. can only be injured by a long 
neglect of fuch examinations ; and that a.minifter is eafily formidable; 
when he has exempted himfelf by a kind of prefcription from expofing 
his. accounts, and has long had an opportunity of employing the 
public money in multiplying his dependents, enriching his. hirelings, 
enflaving boroughs, and corrupting fenates. 

That thofe have been in reality the purpofes for which the taxes 
of many years have been fquandered, is fufficiently apparent without 

Ve have wafted fums with which the French, in purs 
fuance of their new f{cheme of increafing their influence,’ would 


“ae 


have been able to purchafe the fubmiffion of half the nations of the. 


earth, and with which the monarchs of Europe might have been 
held dependent on a nod; thefe they have wafted only to fink our 
country into difgrace, to heighten the fpirit of impotent enemies, te 
deitroy our commerce, and diftrefs our colonies. . We have patiently 
fuftered, during.a peace of twenty years, thofe taxes to be extorted 
from us, by which a war might have been fupported againit the moft 
powerful nation, and have feen them engulphed in the boundlefs ex- 
pences of the government, without being ‘able to difcover any other 
efiect from them than the eftablifhment of minifterial tyranny, 

‘There has, indeed, been among the followers of the court a re- 
gular fubordination, and exact obedience; nor has any man’ been 
found hardy enough to reject the dictates of the grand vifier, Every 
man. who has received his pay, bas with great cheerfulnefs complied 
with his commands , and every man who has held any. poft or office 


undet? 
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bimder) the crown, has ‘evidently confidered himfelf as enlifted by 
Hthe minitter. 

)> But the vifible influence of places, however deftru€tive to’ the 
Pconftitution, is not the chief motive of an enquiry; an enquiry im- 
} plies fomething fecret, and is intended to difcover the private me- 
} thods ‘of ‘extending dependence, and propagating corruption; the 
§ methods by which the people have been influenced to choofe.thofe 


} men for reprefentatives whofe principles they deteft, and whofe con- 


} duct they condemn; and by which thofe whom their country has 
I) chofen for the guardians of its liberties, have been induced .to fup- 
/ port in this Houfe meafures, which in every other place they have 
| made no fcruple to cenfure. 

[ When we fhall examine the diftribution of the public treafure, 
} when we fhall enquire by what conduct we have been debarred from 
: the honours of war, and at the fame time deprived of the bleflings 
| of peace, to what caufes it is to be imputed, that our debts have 
continued during the long continued tranquillity of Europe, nearly 
/ in the ftate' to which they were raifed by fighting, at our own expence, 
i the general quarrel of mankind; and why the finking fund, a kind 
| of inviolable depofit appropriated to the payment of our creditors, 
} and the mitigation of our taxes, has been from year to year diverted 
to very different ufes? We fhall find that our treafure has been ex- 
fl 


haufted, not to humble foreign enemies, or obviate domeftic infur- 


| 
| 


'yeGtions; not to fupport our ‘allies, or fupprefs our factions; but for 


} ends which no man, who feels the love of his country yet unextin- 
| euifhed, can ‘name without horror, the purchafe of alliances, and 
| the hire of votes, the corruption of the people, and the exaltation of 
)- France. 

| < Such are the difcoveries which I am not afraid to declare, that I 
i expect from the enquiry, and therefore I cannot but think it necef- 
4 fary. If thofe to whom the adminiftration of affairs has been for 
4) twenty years committed, have betrayed their truft, if they have in» 
Bvaded the public rights with the public treafure, and made ufe of the 


Hdignities which their country has conferred upon them, only to enflave 
Vit, who will not confefs, that they ought to be delivered up to fpeedy 
juftice? That they ought to be fet as land-marks to pofterity, to 
Pwarn thofe who fhall hereafter launch out on the ocean of affluence 
and power, not to be too confident of a profperous gale, but to re- 
Hmember, that there are rocks on which whoever rufhes muft. inevi- 
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N 
tably perth? If they are,innocent,. and far.be it from me.to declare 


a 


them guilty. without, examination, whom will this: enquiry, injure? 


Or aise effects will it produce, but that which every man.appears ta 


defire, the re-eftablifhment of the public .tranguillity, a firm, confi- 


+ 


dence in the juitice and wifdom, of the Steen ent, and .a general 


reconciliation of the people to the minifters. 


Colonel Morpaunr fpoke then. in fubftance as follows aa 


1x0twithf{tanding the zeal with which the Honourable Gentleman has 


urged the neceflity of this enquiry, a zeal of which, I think, it mays 


at leaft be faid, that it is too vehement and acrimonious to be »the 
mere refult of public fpirit, unmixed with intereft or refentment 
he has yet been fo far unfuccefsful in his reafoning, that he has. not 
produced in me any conviction, or weakened any of the impreffions 
which the arguments of thofe whom he oppofes had made upon me. 

He has contented himfelf with recapitulating fome of the benefits 
which may be hoped for from the enquiry; he has reprefented in the 
ftrongeft terms, the fuppofed mifconduct of the miniftry ; -he has 
aegravated all the appearances of wickednefs or negligence, and 
then has inferred the ufefulnefs of a general enquiry for the punifh- 
ment of paft offences, and the prevention of the like practices in 
future times, 

That he has difcovered great qualifications for invective, and that 
his declamation was cen ca reve to inflame thofe his have al- 
ready determined their opinion, and who are therefore only reftrained 
from fuch meafures as. are now recommended by natural caution and 
fedat , 1 do not deny; but furely he does not expect to gain pro- 
ibe te aflertions without proof, or to produce any alteration of 
fentiments, without attempting to anfwer the arguments which have 
been offered againft his opinion. 

It has been urged with great appearance of reafon, that an en- 
quiry, fuch as is now propofed, with whatever profpects of ven- 
geance, of juitice, or of advantage, it may flatter us at a diftance, 
will be in reality detrimental to the public; becaufe it will difcover 
all the fecrets of our government, lay all our negotiations open to 
the world, will fhew what powers we moft fear, or. moft truft, and 
furnifh our enemies with means of defeating all our fchemes, and 
counteracting all our meafures, 

This appears to me, Sir, the chief argument againft the motion, 
an argument of which the force cannot but be difcovered by thofe 

whofe 
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| whofe intereft it is to confute it, and of which, therefore, by ap- 
i ekg to neglect it, they feem to confefs that it is unanfwerable ; 


§ and therefore, {ince ] cannot find the motion ch uftified otherwife than 
B by a bce aithy of its propriety, and violent invectives againtt 


Bee ie) tt LT ahs RATE 189; omen 6 UM Fe ere ad l Rit arr iy 1 
® the miniftry, 1 hope that 1 {hall efcape a saieaibent the cenfure of the calm 


; 
! 
{ 
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and impartial, though I venture to declare, that 1 cannot approve 
2 oO 


Bit; and with cere to the clamorous and the turbulent, I lig long 


# learned to defpife their menaces, becaufe [ have hitherto found them 


B only the boatts of it mpotence, 


1° Mr. CornwaLt made anfwer to the following purport :—Sir, if 
i ° ; < x a e at 

} to obtain the Pancake FE hale of the Gentleman that fpoke laft, 
| it be neceflary only to anfwer the argument on which he has infifted, 


} and nothing be Abeehtacy to rae an enquiry but his approbation, 
I fhall not defpair, that this debate may be concluded according to 
the wifhes of the nation, that fecret wickednefs may be. detected, 
§ and that our pofterity may be fecured from any invafion of their li- 
§ berty, by examples of the vengeance of an inj ured people. 

| ©The Houfe divided-—The Yeas went forth.—For the Queftion 
i 342 ; againft it 244.—So that it pafled in the negative by a majo- 


B rity of two. ] 


= 


HOUSE. OF. LORDS. 


May 20, 1742. 


| Debate on a Motion for indemnifying Evidence relating to the Condudt 
of the Earl of Orford. 


| The following debate having been produced by an occafon very uncom- 


\ fee CA) MPO IME shay Ne 

| mon and important, it i5 neceffary to give an account of fuca tranfjaciions 
| — as may contribute to illuftrate it. 

T hs oe na IW bi es 

a The prime minifter being driven out of the Houfe J Commons, by the 


prevalence of thofe, who fram their oppafition to the meafures of the 
| court, were termed the country party, it was pr raf d that a committee 
| fhould be appointed, “ to enquire into the conduct of public. af- 

“© fairs at home and abroad, during the laf{ twenty years ;"° bu: 
| the motion was rejectee 
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ft was afterwards moved, © That a committee fhould be appointed to 
“* enquire into the conduét of Robert, Earl of Orford, during the 
“ laft TEN years in which he was firft Commiffioner of the Téa 
“fury, and Chancellor and Under T 


whieh wes carried by 252 to 245. 


I 


‘reafurer of the Exchequer;”? 


A committee of one and twenty wth chofen by ballot, and entering upon 
the enquiry, called before them Mr. Gibbon, ‘whe-declared himfelf agent 
to J. Reuse, and faid, that Botteler being a candidate for Wens 
dover, and finding that no fucce/s was to be expefted without Zool, 
fent a friend to N. Paxton, with a mens and that he faw him return 
with a great number of papers, in which be faid were bills for 500. 

Botteler and his friend being examined, confirmed the teflimany of Gibs 
bon; and Botteler added, that he fent to Paxton as an officer of the 
tr Bie. acquainted with thofe who had the difpofal of money ; ‘that 
his claim to the favour which he afked arofe from a difappointment in 
a former election 3 that he never Lave for the money airy fecurity or 
acknowledgment, nor confidered himfelf indebted for it to Paxton or any 
other perfon. ity 

Paxton being then examined, refufed to return any anfwer to the quefiton 

of the Committee, becaufe the anfwer might tend to accufe himfelf, 

Which rea ifon was alledged by others for a like refufal. 


Wy "ef 


The Committee finding their enquiries eluded, by this plea for fecrecy, 
which the laws of Britain allow to be valid, reported to the Commons 
the objiacles that they met with; for the removal of which a bill was 
broucht in like that of deste) which having paffed the Commons, 
prodused in the Eoufe of Lords a debate, in which the greateft men of 

each party exerted ihe utmoft Phe of their reafon and eloquence. 

The bill being read a fecond time, and a motion made jor its being re- 


c 


Jerred ta a Committee, 


Lord Carrerer {poke to this effec :—My Lords, As the quef 
tion now before us is of the higheft importance both to the prefent age 
and to pofterity, as it may direct the proceedings of the courts of 
jultice, prefcribe the courfe of public enquiries, and by confequence 
affect the property or life of every Lord in this Aflembly.; I hope it 

will be debated among{t us without the acrimony which arifes from 
the prejudice of party, or the violence which is produced by the defire 
of victory, and that the controverfy will be animated by no other 
pation than ‘eal for juftice and love of truth, 


2 "That 
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»Eormy part; my Lords, Ihave reafon to believe, that many pro 


feffions of my fincerity will not be neceflary on this oceafion, becaufe 


anh \ 


1 fhali not be ealily fufpected nit any stead in favour of the noble 


E 
Lord to-whom this bill immediately relates.’ It is) well known to 
your Lordthips how freely I ai cenfured his conduct, and-hew 
invariably I have oppofed thofe meafures by which the nation has been 
fo far exafperated, that the bill, now un jer our confideration, has 
been thought neceflary by the Commons, to pacify the general dif- 
content, to reftore the public tranquillity, an id to. recover. that confi- 
dence in the government, without which no happinefs is to be ex- 
pected, without which the beft meafures will always be obftructed 


by the people, and the jufteit. remonfirances difregarded by the 


ecourt. 
But however laudable may be the end propofed by the Canimoes, 
I cannot, my Lords, be fo far dazzled by the profpe& of ob ining It, 


as not to examine the means to which we are invited to. concur, and 
enquire with that attention which the honour of fitting in this Houfe 
has made my duty, whether they are fuch as have been practifed 
by our anceftors, fuch as are preferibed by the law, or warranted by 
prudence. 


The caution, my Lords, with which our anceftors have always 


proceeded in enquiries by which life or death, property or reputation 


was endangered, the certainty, or at leaft the high degree of proba~ 
required in evidence, to make it a fufficient ground 
nor is it cine to thew their 


bility, which they 
of conviction, is univerfally known ; 
opinion by particular examples, becaufe being. no le 
the welfare of their pofterity than. for their own, they were careful 
to record their fentiments in laws and ftatutes, and to prefcribe 
witht the ftrongeft fanctions to fucceeding governments, what they 
had difcovered by their own reflections, or been taught by their 


fs folicitous. for 


predecefiors. 
They confidered, my Lords, not only how great was the hardfhip 


of being unjuftly condemned, but likewife-how much a man might 


fuffer by being falfely accute ed: how much he might be harrafled by 


hss) 3 


a profecution, and how fenfibly he might feel the difgrace of a trial. 


; gs ae : , 
They knew that to be charged with guilt implied fome degree of Te~ 
proach, and that it gave room at leaf for an inference that the 


known conduct of the perfon accux fed was fuch as made it probable, 


that he was fill more ues than he appeared ; they knew. that the 
credulity 
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credulity of fome might admit'the charge upon evidence that was 

jected by the court, and that difference of party, or privaté quarrels; 
might proveke others to propagate reports once publifhed, even’ whet 
in their Own opinion they were fufficiently.confuted ; and that! there 
fore an innocent ‘man might languifh in’ infamy by a groundlefs 
charge, thougl h he fhould efcape any legal penalty. 

It has therefore, my Lords, been immemorially eftablifhied in’ this 
nation, that no man can be apprehended, or eallea into queftion for 
any crime till there fhall be proof. 

Firft, that there is a Corpus Deli@i, a crime real ly and vifibly com- + 
foal ; thus before a procefs can be iflued out. for enquiring after a 
murderer, it muft be apparent that a murder has been perpetrated, 
the dead body muft be expofed to a jury, and it muft appear to them 
that he died by violence. It is not fufficient that a man ts loft, and 
that it is probable that he is murdered, becaufe no other reafon of his 
abfence can be afligned ; he muft be found with the mark s of force 
upon him, or fome circumftances that may make it credible, that he 
did not perifh by accident, or his own hand. 

It is required, fecondly, my Lords, that he who apprehends any 
perfon as guilty of the fact thus apparently conwiledd) muft fufpe& 
him to be the criminal ; for he is not to take an Opportunity, afforded 

im by the commiffion of an illegal a@, to gratify any fecret malice,’ 
or wanton curiofity, or todrag to a folemn examination, thofe againft 
whom he cannot fupport an accufation, 

And, my Lords, that fufpicion may. not ravage the reputation of 

Britons, without controul ; that men may not give way to the meré 
Bai of malevolence, and load the ‘chara@ers of thofe with 
atrocious wickednefs, whom perhaps they have-no real reafon to be- 
lieve more depraved than the bulk of mankind, and whofe failings 
may have been exaggerated in their eyes by contrariety of opinion, or 
accidental competition, it is required in the third place, my Lords, 
that whoever apprchends or molefts another on fufpicion of a crime, 
il be able to give the reafons of his fufpicion, and to prove them 
by competent evidence. 

Thefe, my Lords, are three eflentials which the wifdom ‘of our 
anceftors has made indifpent ably previous to the arreft or imprifon- 
ment of the meaneft Briton; it muft appear, that there is a crime 
committed,. that the perfon to be feized is fufpected of having com- 
mitted it, and that the fufpicion is founded upon probability. Requi- 
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Stes, fo reafonable in their own nature, fo-neceflary to the prot ection 
of every man’s quiet and reputation, and by confequence fo ufeful to 
the fecurity and hae of fociety, that I {uppofe they will need no 
{upport, or vindication. Every man. is. interefted, in, the continuance 
of this method of proceé éding, becaufe no.man is fecure from fuffering 
by the interruption or abolition of it. 

Such, my Lords, is.the care and caution which the law directs in 


\ 


the firft, part of any crimini | procefs, the detainment of th sca 


fuppofed guilty ; nor is the method of trial preferibed with if regard 


to.the fecurity of innocence. 
It.is an. elftablifhed sn that no man can be obl liged to accule 


ety np ., vals 259 gn ng 
imfelf, or to anfwer any queitions which may have any tendency to 


difeover what the nature of. his defence : requires to be concealed. 
His guilt muit appear either -by a voluntary and unconftrained con-+ 


} 
yer 


feffion, which the terrors of confcience nave tometimes extorted, and 


the notoriety of the crime. has at other 


depofition of fuch witnefies as the jury fhall think worthy ot belief. 
To the credibility of any witnels it is always requ fite that he be 


difinterefted, that his own caufe be not inv olved in that ofthe perfon 
who ftands at the bar, that he has no profpect of advanc ing his for~ 

tune, clearing his reputation, or fecuring his life. For it is made 
too plain by daily examples that intereft will prevail over the virtue 
of moft men, and that it is not fafe to believe e thofe who are ftrongly 
tempted to deceive. 

There are cafes, my Lords, where the: intereft of the dite offering 
his evidence is fo apparent, that he is not even admitted to b 
and any benefit which may poftibly be propofed, is sania as an 

objection to evidence, and weakens it in a meafure proportionate to 
og diftance of the profpect and the degree of proht. 

Such are the rules hitherto followed in criminal proceedings, the 
yiolation of which has been always cenfured as cruelty and oppreffion, 
and perhaps always been repented even by thofe who pop ofed and 
defended it, when the commotions of party have fubfided, and the 
heat of oppofition and refentment has given way to unprejudiced 
reflection. 

Of thefe rules, my Lords, it is not neceflary to produce any des 
fence from the practice of diftant nations, becaufe it is fufficient - in 
the prefent cafe, that pay, are eftablifhed by the conftitution of this 
country, to which every Briton has a right to appeal ; for how can 
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any man defend his condu&, if having a&ted under’ one law; hevis 
to be tried by another ? 

Let us therefore, my Lords, apply thefe rules to the prefent bill, 
and enquire what regard appears to have been paid to them by the 
Commons, and how well we thall obferve them by concurring’ in 
their defign. 

With refpe& to the fir, by which it is required, that there be'a 
known and manifeft crime, it does not appear to have engaged the 
Jeaft attention in the other Houfé; for no fa& is fpecified in’ the bill 
upon which a profecution can be founded, and therefore to enquire 
after evidence is fomewhat prepofterous ; it is nothing lefs than’to 
invite men to give their opinion without a fubject, and to anfwer 
without a quettion. 

It may be urged, indeed, that there is a univerfal difeontent over 
the whole nation, that the clamour againft the perfon mentioned in 
the bill, has been continued for many years; that the influencé of the 
nation is impaired in foreign countries; that our treafury is exhaufted; 
that our liberties have been attacked, our properties invaded, and our 
morals corrupted ; but thefe are yet only rumours, without proof 
and without legal certainty ; which may indeed with great propriety 
give occafion to an enquiry, and perhaps by that enquiry fome ‘faéts 

may be afcertained which may afford fufficient reafons for farther 
procedure. 

But fuch, my Lords, is the form of the bill now before us, that 
if it fhould pafs into a ftatute, it would, in my opinion, puta {top to 
all future enquiry, by making thofe incapable of giving evidence, who 
have had moft opportunities of knowing thofe tranfactions, which 
have given the chief occafion of fufpicion, and from whom therefore 
the moft important information muft naturally be expected. 

The firft requifite qualification of a witnefs, whether we confult 
natural equity and reafon, or the common law of our own country, 
is difintereftednefs ; an indifference, with regard to all outward cir- 


cumftances, about the event of the trial at which his teftimony is 


required. For he that is called as a witnefs where he is interefted, 


ity giving evidence in his own caufe. 


But this qualification, my Lords, the bill now before us manifeftly 
takes away; for every man who fhall appear againft the perfon into 


a 
we 


whofe conduct the Commons are enquiring, evidently promotes, ‘in 
the higheft degree, his own intereft by his evidence, as he may pres 
clude 
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clude all examination of his own behaviour, and fecure the poflefion 


of that wealth which he has 
ot perhaps preferve that life which the juftice of the nation might 


} 


accumulated by fraud and oppreflion, 


take away. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more obvious than that this offer of in- 
demnity may produce perjury and falfe aumees nothing is more 
probable than. that he who 1s confcious of any atrocious nfilstiWiess 
which he cannot certainly fecure from difcovery, will {natch this op- 
portunity of committing one crime more, to fet himfelf free from 


the dread of punifhment, and blot out his own guilt for ever, by 


charging Lord Orford as one of his accomplices, 

It may be urged, my Lords, that he who fhall give falfe evidence, 
forfeits the indemnity to which the | honeft witnefs is entitled; but let 
be now, rather than in any former time, 
It is at 


us confider. why this fhould 
accounted a fufficient fecurity againft falfhood and perjury. 
all times criminal, and at all times punifhable, to commit perjury 5 
and yet it has been hitherto thought necefiary, not only to deter it by 
fubfequent penalties, but to take away all previous a ses ii no 
man’s oath will be admitted in his own caufe, though offered at the 
hazard of the punifhment inflicted upon perjury. To offer indem- 
nity to invite evidence, and to deter them from falfe accufations by 
the forfeiture of it, even though we fhould allow to the penal claufe 
all the efficacy which can be expected by thofe who propofed it, is 
only to fet one part of the bill at variance with the other, to erect 
and demolifh at the fame time. 

But it may be proved, my Lords, that the reward will have more 
influence than the penalty; and that every man who can reafon upon: 
the condition in which he is placed by this bill, will be more incited 
to accufe Lord Orford, however unjufily, by the pean of fecu- 
rity, than intimidated by the forfeiture incurred by perjury. 
tes t expofes him 
= be a] ble 


For, let us fuppofe, my Lords, a man whofe 
to con~ 


o 


to punifhment, and who knows that he fhall not long 
what can be more 2} pparently his intereft. than to contrive 


ceal it ; t, 
1 wickednefs with fome 
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tranfactions of the perfon to whom thi: 
be poffibly confuted, and lofe the bene! ft offered by the ftate; but the 


lofs of it will not place him in a condition more dangerous than 
that which he was in befor¢; he has already deferved all the feverity 
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to which perjury will expofe him, and by forging a bold and well 
connected calumny, he has at leaft a chance of efeaping. 
Let us fuppofe, my Lords, that the bill now under our confidera- 
tion affigned a pecuniary reward to any man who fhould appear 
again{t this perfon, with a clau . by which he that fhould accufe him 
faliely fhould be difmifled without his pay; would not this ap pear 


a method of profecution seach to law, .and reafon, and juftice ? 
T 


Would not every man immediately difcover, that the witnefles were 
bribed, and achosigga th ley would deferve no credit? And what-is the 
diference between the adv antage now offered and any other con- 

fideration, except that fcearcely any other reward can be offered fo 


if 


great, and Confequently fo likely to influence ? 
S 


It is to be remembered, that the patrons of this bill evident y 


call for teftimony from the abandoned and the profligate,. from men 
whom they fuppofe neceflarily to confefs their own crimes in their 
depolitions ; and furely wretches like thefe ought not to be folicitéd 
to perjury 0 the offer of a reward. 

flow cruel muft all impartial fpeCtators of the public tranfaGtions 
account a profecution like this? What would be your Lordfhips 
judgment, fhould you read, that in any diftant age, or remote coun- 


if 


ry, 2 man was Boudiinaien upon the evidence of perfons publicly 
hired td accufe him, and who, by their own confeffion, were traitors 
to their country? 

That wickednefs, my Lords, fhould be extirpated by feverity, and 
juttice rigoroufly exercifed upon public offenders, is the uncontro- 
verted intereit of every country; and therefore it is not to be doubted, 
that in all ages the reflections of the wifeft men have been employed 
upon the moft proper methods of detecting offences ; and fince the 
icheme now propofed has never been practifed, or never but } by the 
moft oppreffive tyrants, in the moft flagitious times, it is evident, 
that it has been thought inconfiftent with equity, and of a tendency 
contrary to public happinefs. 

} am very far, my Lords, from defiring that any breach of national 
truft fhould efcape deteétion, or that a public office fhould afford fe- 
curity to bribery, extortion, or corruption. Iam far from intending 
to patronife the conduct of the perfon mentioned in the’ prefent bill. 
Let the Commons proceed with the utmoft feverity, but let them not 
deviate from juftice. If he has forfeited his fortune, his honours, 
or his life, let them by a legal procefs bé taken from him ; but let it 
always 
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always be confidered, that he, like every other man, i to be allowed 
and or fall. by 


the laws of his country, and to retain the privileges of a Briton, till 


o 


1 ' } re - - F 
the.common methods. of felf-defence;. that he is to f 
fal 


it fhall appear that he has forfeited them by his crimes. 


} cefla 


To. cenfure guilt, my Lords, is undoubtedly neceflary, and to 


. ° s 7 2 oe Dat a Seg an I 
enquire into the conduct of men in power incontettably juit; but by 
the.laws both of heaven and.earth, ‘the,means as well.as the end are 
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only propofe a good end in our conduct, but muft attain it by that 
method which equity direéts and the law prefcribes. 

How well, my Lords, the law has been obferved hitherto:on this 
occafion, I cannot but‘ propofe that your Lordthips fhould confider. 

t is well known, that the Commons cannot claim a right to ad- 
om an oath, and therefore can only examine witnefles by fimple 
interrogatories. “That they cannot confer upon a committee the 
power which they have not themfelves, is indubitably certain; and 
therefore it is evident, that they have exceeded their privile 
proceeded in their enquiry by methods which the laws of this. nation 
will not fupport. 


rr. 


Phat they cannot, my Lords, in their o 


Q 


own right adminifter an 
oath, they apparently confefs by the practice of calling in on that 
occafion a juftice of the peace, who, as foon as he has dria his 
office, is expected to retire. This, my Lords, is an evident elufign, 
for it is always intended, that he who gives an oath, gives it in confe- 
quence of his right to take the examination; but in this cafe the wit- 
nefs takes an oath, coram non fearon before a magiftrate that has no 
power to interrogate ee and is interrogated by thofe who have no 
right to require his oath. 

Such, my Lords, is my opinion of the conduct of the Committe 
of the Houfe of Commons, of whom [| cannot but conclude ‘that they 
have aflumed a right which the conftitution of our government con- 
fers only on your Lordthips, as a Houfe of Senate, a Court of Judi- 
cature, and therefore cannot think it prudent to confirm. their pro- 
ceedings by an approbation of this bill. 

‘The Commons may indeed imagine that the 
makes it neceflary to proceed by extraordinary m 
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believe that the nation will not be fatished without a dilcovery. of 


thofe frauds which have been fo ] long practifed, and the punifhment 
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and oppreffed ; but let us confider, that clamour is not evidence, ‘and 
that we ought not either to recede from juftice, or from our own 


lo remonftrate againft this invafion of our privileges, my Lords, 
might be at this juncture improper; the difpute might in this time of 
commotion and vicifiitude diftract the attention of thofe to whom the 
public affairs are committed, retard the bufinefs of the nation, and 
give our enemies thofe advantages which they can never hope from 
their own courage, or policy, or ftrength. It may therefore be prudent 
on this occafion, only not to admit the right which they have aflumed, 
to fatisfy ourfelves with retaining our privileges, without requiring 
any further confirmation of,them, and only defeat the invafion of 
them by reje€ting the bill, whichis indeed of fuch a kind as cannot be 
conhrmed without hazarding not only our own rights, but thofe of 
every Briton. 

For here is a fpecies of teftimony invited, which is hitherto inns 
known to our Jaw, and from which it may be difficult to tel] who can 
be fecure ; the witnefles are required.to difclofe all matters relating to 
the conduéct of Lord Orford, according to the beft of their Lie 
remembrance, or belief! A form. of depofition, my Lords; of -great 
tet a man’s belief may be influenced by.the report = others 
who may deceive him, by his obfervation of circumftances either re- 
mote in themfelves, or imperfectly difcovered, or by his own reafon- 
ingsy which muft be juft or fall aig according to his abilities; but 
which muft yet have the fame effect upon his belief, which they will 


lees not in’proportion to their real ftrength, but to the confi- 
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ence placed in them by hi 


a 


mifelf, 


There is only one cafe, my Lords, in which, by the common 
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had te mere belief, and this 


courfe of ra er Ss, any regard: is 


evidence iso accepted on that occafion, becaufe né other can 


4 


pofibly be obtained. When any claim is to be determined by written 
of 


evidences, which, in order to prove their validity, it is rieceflary 


; 


_to enquire by whom they were drawn or figned ; thofe who are 


h the writing of adead perfon, are adimitted to deliver; 


cate J oS a 
acquatutec wit 


upon oath, their belief tha 


8 
t the writing afcribed to him, was or was 
not his; but fuch fecondary witnefles are never called, when the 
perfon can.be produced whofe hand is to be proved, 

There is yet another reafon for which it is improper to admit fuch 
evidence as this bill has-a tendency to promote. It is well known, 
that 
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that in all the courts of common law, the perfon accufed is in fome 
degree {fecured from the danger of being overborne by falfe accufa- 
tions, by the penalty which may be inflifted upon witnefles difcovered 
to be perjured ; but in the method of examination now propoted, 

method unknown to the conftitution, no-fuch fecurity can be ob- 
tained, for there is no provifion made by the laws for the punifhment 
of a man who fhall give falfe evidence before a committee of the 


_ Houfe of Commons. 


It may likewife be obferved, that this b#] wants one of the moft 


eflential properties of a law. perfpicuity and determinate meaning ; 
here is an indemnity promifed to thofe who fhall difcover ALL that 
they snow, remember, or believe. A very extenfive demand, and 
which may therefore be liable to more fallacies and evafions than can 
be immediately enumerated or detected. For how can any one prove 
that he has a claim to the indemnity? He eas indeed, make fome 


difcoveries, but whether he does not conceal fomething, who can 


>? 


determine? May not fuch referves be fufpected, when his anfwers 


fhall not fatisfy the expectations of his interrogators? And may not 
that fufpicion deprive him of the benefit of the at? May not a man, 
from want of memory, or prefence of mind, omit fomething at his 

examination which he may appear afterwards to have known? il 
fince no human being has the power of diftinguifhing ae between 


| faults and frailties, may not the defect of his memory be charged on 


€ 
him as a criminal fuppreffion of aknown fact? And may not he be 
left to fuffer the confequences of his own confeffion? Will not the 
bill give an apparent opportunity for partiality? And will not life 
and death, liberty and imprifonment, be placed in the hands of a 
committee of the Commons? May they not be eafily fatished with 
informations of one man, and inceflantly pre{S another to farther dif- 
coveries? May they not call fome men notorioufly criminal to 
examination, only tofecure them from punifhment, and fet them out 
of the reach of juftice? And extort from others fuch anfwers as may 
beft promote their views, by declaring themfelves unfatisfied with the 
extent of their teftimony ? And will not this be an extortion of evi- 


_ dence equivalent to the methods practifed in the moft -defpotic go- 


vernments, and the moft barbarous nations? 
It has always been the praife of this Houfe to pay an equal re gard ta 


juftice and to mercy, and to follow without partiality, the direction 
_ of reafon, and the light of truth ; and how confiftently with this cha- 
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it.to be our hicheft ambition to maintain,) we 
y the prefent bill your Lordfhips are this day to confider. Tt 


se’ tr } SHAliTed TPS Sty a IAD Negi ON Agate 
is to be enquired, ‘whether to fuppofe a man guilty, only becaufle fome 


guilt is fufpected, be agreeable to juftice ; and whether it be rational 


before there is any f proof of a-crim €5..to pot out the criminal. 


ae are to confider, my Lords, whether itis not unjult to hear, 
acain{t any. man, an evidence who is hired to accufe him, and hired 

rel Rey BON ny Soporte <A 2 ony er . r f 
with a reward which he cannot receive without coi ifefling himfelf a 


it is to be enquired, whether the evidence of a man who declares 
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only what he believes ought to be wi tted, when the nature of the 


i 


crime allows ftronger proof, and whether any man ought to be exa 
nined where he cannot be punifhed if he be found perjured, 


RES ELD ett psa A Li cana: | Me . - : 
A natural sad Wi regard to our own ane on the prefervation of 


which the continuance of the conftitution muft depend, ought to 
alarm us at the appearance of any attempt to invade them ; and the 
necefiity of known forms of juftice, ought to incite us to the pre- 
vention of any innovation in the methods of profecuting offenders. 
For my own part, my Lords, I cannot approve either the princi- 


ink it neeefiary to proceed by known 


precedents, when there is no immediate danger that requires extraor- 
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ainary mecalures, Of Witicn i am far irom being Co onvinced that they 
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-fent occalion. - think that the certaii ity of a 
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crime ougpnt to precede tne proiecu ition ofa crim l, and I fee that 


g 
there is in the, prefent cafe no crime attempted to ate proved; » ‘Che 
Commons have, in my opinion, already exceeded their privileges, 
and 1 would not willingly confirm their new claims... For thefe 
reafons, my Lords, I openly declare, that 1 cannot agree to the bill’s 
being read a fecond time. 

Lord Taxzor fpoke next to this efeG@ :—My Lords, fo high is my 


venetation for this great Affembly, that it is never without the utmof 
ition that I can ied upon myfelf to give my fenti- 
ueftion that is the fubjeét of debate, however itrong 


may a) my Pad or however arf my zeal, 
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yarticular degree do I diftruft my own abilities, 
when I find my opinion contrary to that of the noble Lord who has 
now f{poken ; andit is no common perplexity to be reduced to the 


dificult choice of either fuppredi ing my thoughts, or expofing them 
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as 
~-Yet, fince fuch is my prefent ftate, that I cannot avoid a declafa- 
tion of my thoughts on this queftion, without being condemned in my 


own breait-as a deferter of my country, nor utter them without the 
danger of becoming contemptible in the eyes of your Lordthips: I 
will, however, follow my confcience, rather than my intereft; and 
though t thould lofe any part of my little reputation, I thall 1 find an 
ample recompence from the confcioufnels that I loft it in the difcharge 
of my duty, on an occafion which requires. from every good man the 
hazard of his life. 


(he arouments of the noble Lord have had upon me an effect 


which they never, perhaps, produced on any part of his audience be- 
fore; they have confirmed me in the contrary opinion to that which 


he has endeavoured to maintain. It has been remarked, that .in fome 
encounters, not to put to flight is to obtain the vitory; and, ina 
controverfy with the noble Lord, not to be convinced by him, is to 
receive a fufficient proof that the caufe in which he is engaged is not 


to be defended by wit, eloquence, or learning. 


1 


nde 
On th Pe ent queftion, my Lords, as on all others, he has pro- 
th 


duced all that can be urged, either from the ay wledge of paft ages, 
or experience - the prefent; all that the {cholar or the ftatefman can 


1 


fapply has been accumulated, one argument has been added to 
another, and all the powers of a great capacity have been employed, 
only to fhow that right and wrong cannot be confounded, and that 
fallacy can never {trike with the force of truth. 


T 


When I furvey the arguments of the noble Lord, difrol 


bed of thofe 
ornaments which his imagination has fo liberally beftowed upon them, 
Iam furprifed at the momentary effect which they had upon my 
mind, and which they could not have produced had they been clothed 
in the language of any other perfon. 

Hor when I recollect, fingly, the particular pofitions upon which 
his opinion feems to be founded, I do not find them by any means 
uncontrovertible, fome of them feem at belt uncertain, and fome 
evidently miitaken. 

‘That there is no apparent crime committed, and that therefore no 
legal enquiry can be made after the.criminal, 1 cannot hear without 
aftonifhment. Is our commerce ruined, are our troops deftroyed, are 
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the morals of the people vitiated, is the fenate croudea with de- 
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endents, are our fleets difarmed, our allies betrayed, and our ene- 
3 5 J 


Pee TT ENO R Ys et ah 


eI 


LSet 
As 


— trans 


aa 


= 


= § 


f=. 


week Ae oe 


= 


+E. 


a2 


eat 5 ar ee 


Su 


515 


<i 


\ 
j 


Ay 
a 
aq 

ey 


es 


Si515 


il 


4 


ites 


a 


SLE. 


x 


132 7 AD EIB OA TYE! 1 @ wa C | MAY 1/20, 


crime committed, wher itewas. moved to petition his: Majefty to ine 
mifs this perfon from his:councils for ever? 

It hasbeen obferved, my Lords, that: nothing but the fight af the 
dead body can warrant 2 purfuit after the murderer ; obut this is a:con- 
ceffion fufficient for the prefent purpofe ; for if, upon thefight of a 
murdered perfon, the murderer may: lawfully -be enquired, after, jand 
thofe who-are reafonably fufpected detained arid examined --with equal 
reafony my Lords, may the furvey of aruined nation,. a nation op- 
prefled with burthenfome taxes, devoured by the caterpillars of a 
ftanding ‘army,:dunk°into contempt in» every foreign court,.and re- 
pining at the daily decay of its;commerce, and the: daily multiplica- 
tion of its‘oppreflors, incite:us. to.an enquiry after the author of its 
miferies. 

It is aflerted, that no man ought.to be called into queftion for any 
erime, who-is«not fufpected of having committed it). ‘This, my 
Lords, ‘is‘a rule not only reafonable in itfelf, but fo narurally obferved, 
that I believe it never yet was brokem ; and am:certain, no:man will 
be charged with the violation: of it, for :aceufing this perfon as an 
enemy to’his country. | 

But he that declares his fufpicion, may be:called upon to difcover 
upon what facts it is founded ; nor will this:part of the law produce 
any difficulty in the prefent cafe, for as every man in the nation fuf- 
pects this perfon of the moft enormousicrimes, every man/ean produce 
fufficient arguments ta juftify his opinions 3 

Onvall ‘other occafions, my Lords, public fame is sliced fome 
weight ; that any man is univerfally accounted. wicked, will add 
ftrength tothe teftimony brought againft him: for: any \particular 
offence’; and it is at leaft.a fufficient reafon for calling any-man to 
examination that a crime is committed, and he is generally reported 
tobe the author of it. 

That this is the ftate of the perfon into whofe condudé the Com- 
mons-are now enguiring, that he is cenfured by every man in the 
kingdom, whofe fentiments are not reprefled by vifible influence, 
that-he-has no: friends but thofe who have fold theirsintegrity for the 
plunder of the»public,.and that all who. are. not» enemies» to their 
country, have; for ‘many «years, inceflantly ‘ftruggled :to, drag, him 
down from the:pinnacle.of power, and expofe him to that punifhment 
whichvhe: has fo lone deferved, andfo long defied, isvevident beyond 
eomtradictron: |: 
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Let it not therefore be urged, ‘my Lords; that there is no certainty 
of a crime which is proved to the conviction of every honeft mind ; 
let itnot be faid that it is unreafonable to fufpeétthis man; whom the 
voice of “the people; avoice always to:be reverenced, has fo long 
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condemned. ; 
The method of procuring evidence:againft him by an: act of in- 
demnity has been ‘reprefented by the noble Lord as not agreeable to 


‘juftice orto law: in the knowledge ef the law I am far from ima- 


eining myfelf able to contend with him; but:d think it may not be 
improper to obferve, that a perfon of the higheft eminence in that 
profeftion, whofe long ftudy and: greatiabilities give his decifions an 
uncommon ‘claim to authority and veneration, and who was always 
confidered in this Houfe with the higheft regard, appears to have en+ 
tertained-a very different opinion. 

It was declared by him, without the leaft reftri@ion, that all means 
were lawful which tended to the difcovery of truth, and therefore the 
public may juftly expe that extraordinary-methods fhould. be ufed 
upon occafions of uncommon importance. 

Nor does this expedient appear to me very remote from the daily 
practice “of promifing pardon to thieves, on condition that. they will 
make difcoveries by which their confederates may be brought) to 
juttice. 

If we examine only the equity of this procedure, without regard to 
the examples of former times, it appears to me eafilydefenfible;: for 
what can be more rational than to break a confederacy of wretches 
combined for the deftruction of the happinefs of mankind, by dividing 
their intereft, and making ufe, for the public good, of that regard for 
their’own ‘fafety, which has fwallowed up every other: principle of 
action f 

It is admitted that wickednefs ought to be punifhed; and it isouni- 
verfally known that punifhment muft be preceded by deteGtion; any 
method therefore that promotes the difcovery of crimes may be-con= 
fidered as advantageous to the public. 

As there'is no wickednefs of which the. pernicious confequences 
are more’extenfive, there are none which ought more diligently to be 
nrevented, or more feverely punifhed, than that of thofe men who 
have dared to abufe the power which their country has put into their 
hands ; ‘but how they can be convicted by any other means than thofe 


which are now propofed, I confefs myfelf unable to difcover ; for by 
K 3 a 


e 2 ‘ N sy 
~~. namie i Ss genase onn BP ve " “ Lee RR OIE EN wae 


se be 


ites 


aes 


eh 
hans 


DS 


iSLs 


BS age cd 


Geass 


LS LSS 515151515 


] 
i 
H 
4 


pire oermeme 


SiS1s 


a 


SFiS lsisisiaisis 


eo | 
et Bees 


ee 


Saar ee 


TSE LS Ss 


ic 


134 DL B AMIE © DMN [Mauve 20. 
a very {mall degree) of:artifice, aman invefted i with powendmay 


make every: witnefs aopartner of his; guiltjoand «nosman willhbe able 


to accufe him; without betraying ‘himfelf, 
evident, that the 


In thesprefent-eafe. itris 

perfon-of whole-actions:the ball wow sbefore-nsds 
defigned to space a more perfect difcovery; hasbeen \combined 
with others.in illegal meafures, -in meafures which theiry owl fecurity 
obliges win to concea],-and. which therefore «the: intereftiof tt 
public demands to be divulged, 

That Paxton has. diftributed large fums for purpofesowhich she 
dares not difcover, we are informed by the reports of ttheyfecret com- 
mittee; and I fuppofe every body fufpects: that: they were/diftributed 
as rewards for fervices which the nation thinks not very. meritorious, 
and | believe no. man will afk what reafon. canbe alled: 
fufpicions. 

But fince it may be poflibly fue¢efted that Paxton’ expended: thefe 
fums contrary to his mafter’s direction, or without his knowledge, 
it may be demanded, whether fuch an affertion would not be an ap- 
parent proof of a very criminal degree of negligence in a man in- 
trufted with the care of the public treafure? 


d for fuch 


ce 
= 


Thus, my Lords, it appears in my opitiion evident, that either he 
has concurred in meafures which his: fervile agent, ‘the’ mercenary 
tool of wickednefs, is afraid to confefs, or that he has ftood by neg- 
ligent of his et and fuffered' the treafure of: the nation to‘bedquan- 
dered by the meaneft wretches without account. 

‘That the ie part of the accufation is undoubtedly jut, the 
report of the Commons cannot’ but convince us. dt appears:-that 
for near eight years, Paxton was fo high in confidenceyi that no ac- 
count was demanded from him; he beftowed' penfions*at pleafure, 
he was furrounded, like his mafter, by his idolaters; and after the 
fatigue of cringing in oné place, had an opportuhity. of purchafing 
with the taxes of the nation, the gratification of tyranny, in 
another. 

I prefume, my Lords, that no man dares affert fuch: a flagrant 
neglect of fo important an office, to be not criminakin a very high 
degree ; to {teal in private houfes: that whichis received in’ truft, is 
felony by the ftatutes’ of our country ; and furely the wealth. of the 
public ought not to be lefs fecured than that ‘of individuals, nor 
ought he’ that connives at robbery to be treated: with more Jenity than 
the robber, 


‘Therefore, 


herefore,my Lords,”ias cannot but approvesof the bull, tmove 
that: it)may be readia fee ondtime ; and 
have offered iyvhemijoied with others, hich Asexpect,so hearsirom 
lords of latereater experiences knowledge! and) ca t ll induce 
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your uordfhips to be of the fame opinion. 
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fon avainft whom it is contrived,, muft bea moniter.burthentome, to 


Jd); that -his ,crimes mutt. be,.at once. public and, enormous, 
and that--he shas been already. condemned,.by.a 


though he has had the fubtilty to efcape.by ome wugieeee defect in 
A 


the: forms: of slaw... It, might, be imagined,).my Lords,, that there 


were the moft evident marks of guilt in the conduct. of the man.thus 


2 


cenfured, that he, fled from the iuftice -of his country, that heha 


openly fuborned witneiles in his, favour, or had. by fome: artihce. cer- 
tainly known; obftructed the evidence that. was to have been broy 


againgh hime. It might at jeaft be reafonably. conceived, that his 
érimés were of fuch a kind as might in:their own nature €ai) 
concealed, and that therefore fome extraordinary meafures.were ne- 
ceflary for the difcovery of wickednefs which lay out of the reach, of 
common seuppaltye 

But, my Lords, none of thefe circumftances can be now alledged ; 


rc ‘ hy : ; 5 
for there is no certainty of any crime committed, nor any appearance 


C (A5 te ° ¥ ; \ * rio m pee 7 oe =7}5 ft hy . oP nen oft 2 
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at defiance in full fecurity, and aeciines no legal, trial of bis,jpe! 
aGtions.; of whieh it ought to be obferved, :that;they, have bythe, na- 
~ . ut 6 eid bys 


ture ‘ofshis employments been fo public, that, they may Pay be 


examined without recourfe to a new law te facilitate difcoveries. 
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The bill therefore is), my Lords, ‘at leat unneceflary, andan in- 
novation not lp cetiny ought always to be rejeftedy becaufermo: man 


ean forefee all’ the confequences of ‘new meafutes, “orcan’ know-what! 


evils they may Create, ‘or what” fubfequent' changes they: may intros 
duce. “The alteration of one part of ‘a’ fyftem naturally requires the 
alteration of another. 

3ut, my Lords, that there is no’ neceffity for this law: now pros 


pofed, is not the frongeft argument that may be brought iagaintt ity 


for there is in reality a néceffity that it fhould:be rejected. ‘Juftice 
and humanity are neceflarily to be: fupported,. without which no 
fociety can fubfift, nor the life or ‘property of any mahbe enjoyed 

with fecurity: and neither juftice nor humanity can truly. be faidtg 
refide, where a law like this has met with approbation. 

My Lords, to profeeute’ any ‘man’ by fuch methods, is to. over- 
bear him by the violence of power, to take from him all the fecuri- 
ties of innocence, anddiveft him of all: the means of felf-defence; 

tis to Hire againft him thofe whofe'teftimonies ought not to beadmit« 
We if they were voluntarily produced, and of which, furely) nos 
bing will be farther neceflary to annihilate the validity, thai to ob- 
pis that they are the depofitions of men cwho ate villains by their 
own amt and-of whom \the nationfees, that they’ may vfave 
their lives by a bold accufation, whether true or fale: 

nt rat the bill will indeed be effetual to the purpofes defigned, that 
i¢ wilPcroud the ourts of juftice with’ evidence, and open feenes of 
wickednefs never difcoveted’ before, I can readily believe; for I 
Cannot imagine that any man who has expofed his life by any flagrant 
crimes will mifs “fo fairvan opportunity of faving it by anotherd.oI 
{hall expect, my Lords, that villains of all denominations, who are 

now? fkulking tn ~private ‘retreats, who are eluding the officers of 
jattice;»or flying before the public purfuit of the country, will fecure 
themfelves :by this eafy expedient ; and that houfebreakers, highway- 
men and: pickpockets,, will come up in crouds to the bar, charge the 
Earl of Orford’as their accomplice, and plead this bill as a fecurity 
agaimi{t all enquiry. 

‘That this fuppofition, however wild.and exaggerated it may feem, 
may not be thought altogether chimerical, that. it may appear with 
how ditde:conlideration this Bill has been drawn, and how eafily it 
may be perverted to the patronage of wickednefs, I will lay before 


your Lord{bips fuchia.pleavas may. probably bewroduced by iti. 
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A mah whom the confciowfnefs of murder has for fome time kept 
in-continual-terrors, may clear himfelf for. ever, by alledging, that 
he was commiffioned by the Earl of Orford to engage, with any cer- 
tain fum, the vote or intereft of the murdered perfon; that he took 
the opportunity of a folitary place to. offer him the. bribe, and pre- 
vail upon him to comply with his propofals ; but that finding him 
obftinate and perverfe, filled with. prejudices againft a wife and, juft 
adminiftration, and inclined to obftruat the meafures of. the govern-~ 
ment, he for fome time expoftulated with him ; and being provoked 
by his contumelious reprefentations of the, ftate of .affairs, he could 
no longer reftrain the ardour of his loyalty, but.thought it proper to 
remove from the world: a man fo much inclined to fpread fedition 
among the people; and that therefore finding-the place convenient, 
he fuddenly rufhed upon him and cut his throat. 

Thus, my Lords, might the murderer reprefent his. cafe, perhaps, 
without any poffibility of a legal confutation; thus might the moft 
atrocious villainies efcape cenfure, by the affiftance of impudence 
and cunning, 

A bill like this, my Lords, is nothing lefs than a profcription ; 
the head of a citizen is apparently fet to fale, and evidence is hired, 
by which the innocent and the guilty may be deftroyed with equal 
facility. 

It is apparent, my Lords, that they by whom. this bill is pra- 
pofed, act upon the fuppofition that the noble perfon mentioned in 
it) is guilty of all thofe crimes of which he is fufpected;.a fuppo- 
fition, my Lords, which it is unjuft to make, and to which neither 
reafon, nor ‘the laws of our country, will give countenance or 
fupport. 

J, my Lords, will much more equitably fuppofe him innocent; I 
will fuppofe that he has, throughout all the years of his adminiftra- 
tion,’ fteadily profecuted the beft ends, by the beft means; that if he 

miftaken or difappointed, it has been neither by 
his. negligence or ignorance, but» by falfe intelligence, or accidents 
and that he has never either facrificed his coun- 
illegal methods, the 


has fometimes been 


not to be forefeen ; 
try to private intereft, or procured, by. any 
-affiftance and fupport of the legiflature 5 and I avill afk your Lord- 
fhips, whether, if this charaGcer be juff, the bill ought to be pafled, 


and doubt not but every man’s confcience will inform bimy that at 


ought to be rejected qith the utmost indignatipp. 
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dently this, that it may brinp innocence into dangers’ Baty my Horde 
} 


every mar beforehis ‘ttial ds’ to be fuppefed: innocent, and therefore 
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no man ought to bevex pofed to? the hazirds of%4 trial, by whreh vita 
tue and wickednefs are‘ rediiced ito a waists Avbill dike this oucht to 
be marked out asthe utmot effort o 


malice}: 45% fpeci€s of cruelty: 
never known before, and>as*‘a abies of profecution ‘which’ this 
Houfe: has cenfured, 


~ 7 e a * 
4 aid not, indeed, expect from’ thofe who have fo long clamoured 
with incefiant vehemence avaint the meaiures of the miniftry, fuch 
roe, / 


an open confefiion of their own weak nes. Nothing, my Lords, was fo 
vert urged, or fo warm ly exagecrated 
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allerted; than that his guilt would be eafily proved’ when his 


ority was at an end and that even his own agents would readily 
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cetect him, when they were no longer dependant upon his favour. 


Uhe: time, my Lords, fo long expected, ‘and fo ardently defired, 
is atlength come, this noble perfon whom they have fo J long purfued 


i 
if 
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he 


with deciamations; inveGives 


> and general 'reproaches; has'g it length 
religned thofe offices which fet hint above punifament. or trials: he 
1S now without any. other fecurity. than’ that by which every’ other 
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iave therefore now, ‘with ‘oreat 
fagacity, contrived a method by whichche may: beidivetted of the 
common’ privileges of ‘a focial 
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Where, my Lords, can it be expected that malice like othisliwill 


tend 


ke 
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nnd anend? Is it not reafonable 'to imagine that if — fhould. be 
dient *baffled 


bythe abilitics which: they -have fo den encountered teresa fuce 


2 


gratified:in this demand, ‘and fhould find even'this: exped 
D 5 


cefs, they would proceed to meafures yet more atrocious, and punith 
him without evidence, whom they call to a:trialwitheut a crime, 


It has been obferved by the noble Lord: who {poke laft, that there 
are crimes mentioned inthe report of the, Secrets Committee:of the 
Houfe: of Commons, or that at Jeaft fuch fa@s are aflerted init, 
that. an accufation may by eafy deductions be formed: from them, 
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The report) of that. committee, my Lords, with whatever venera- 
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tion it may be mentioned, by thofe whofe purpofes it ‘happens ‘to 


favour, 
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favour, or of whatever importance, itymay, be in. the, other FLoule,: 1s 


here nothing but a pamphlet. not, to, bere garded, as an evidence, or 
a eta of authoritys) pit is only.an account of facts of 
which we know not how. they..were collected, and which every one 
7 } . 
i 


may, admit, or reject, atyhis own choice, -till they, are, afcertained: by 


Si 
proper evidence.at cur own bar,, andewhich therefore ought not to 
influence our opinion, in the prefent debate. 
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Nor is the bill, my Lords, only founded upon princi iples intone 


fal 


Gitent with the conftitution, of this, nation, apparently tending to the 
introduction. of a new fpecies,of oppreffion, -but.is in itfelf fuch as 


cannot be-ratified. without inj ury,, to the’ honour (of . this: great 

Aflembly, 

In eXaminine the bill, my Lords, 1 think at-not neceflary to dwell 
wo » 9 y 


uponathe. more minute and trivial defects of the orthography aitd ex~ 


prefion, though they are fuch as might juitly, give ocvafion for 
? Fy £5 * he= ~ xT “i 2 rere > rea 
fufpecting, that they by. whom it), was writteny were no lefs firangers 


to, our, language tha 
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nto our eile: ‘Theresare errors. or 
falfhoods which-it more nearly;concerns us» to detect and) to: which 
we cannot give any, fancion, sai anevident diminution of our 
own authority. 

It declares, my Lords, that there: is»now an enquiry! dep 
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before the Senate, an aflertion evidently falfe, for the enquity is only 
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he. Commons, « Whether this -was> mferte d by miftake. or 
defien, ,whether it was intended to: infinuate that the whole fenatorial 
power was agampsieg ‘n the Houfe of Commons, ‘or tonperfuadesthe 


pation. tl e Four Lordfhi dS concurred with them inet this enquiry if 
1 b bo> 


is not aso to determine; but fince it is falfe im either enfe, Jt 
ought not to receive our confirmation. 
If we fhould pafs the bill in its’ prefent ftate, we fhould, not only 


declare. our. approbation of the meafures hitherto puriue 
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Commons, by which, it has been already proved, bythe noble)and 


learned Lord who fpoke firft againit the bill, that the 


violated the law, but invaded the. privileges ef athis -Houfe., We 


fhould not only eftablifh for, ever in a committee of the Houfe of 


Commons, the power of examining, upon oath. by an, elufive and 
equivocatory expedient, but we fhould in effect vote away jour, own 
exiftence, give up at once all authority) in. the, government, and 
grant them an unlimited power, by acknowledging, them the Denate, 


an. acknowledgment. which) might ina, very fhort time. beiquoted 
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again{t us, and from which it would ‘not be eafy for us to extricate 
ourfelves. | 

It has indeed been: remarked, that ‘there i: a large fum of ‘money 
difburfed without account, and the public is’ reprefented’ as appa. 
rently injured, either by fraud or negligence; but’ it is not*remermd 
bered that none but his Majefty has a right to enquire into the ditt 
tribution of the revenue appropriated to the fupport of his family and 
dignity, and the payment of his fervants, ‘and which therefore €annot 
with any degree be called public money, or fall under the cognifance 
of thofe whom it concerns to infpect the national accounts, » Either 
the civil litt muft be exempt from enquiries, or his Majetty muft be 
reduced toa ftate below that of the meaneft of his fubjects ; he can 
enjoy neither freedom» or property, and) muft be debarred for ever 
from ‘thofe bleflings which -he> is inceflantly labouring to fecure te 
others. 

‘There islikewife another confideration which my regard for the 
honour of this Aflembly fuggefted tome, and of which I doubt not 
but that allyyour Lordfhips) will allow the importance. |The noble 
perfon who is pointed outin this bill as. a public criminal, and whom 
all the villains of the kingdom are. invited to accufe, is invefted with 
the fame honours. as ourfelves, and has a fon.who -kaé' for many years 
po‘lefied a: feat amoneft us; let sus not-thérefore concur with the 
Commons to load our own Houfe with infamy, and to propagate 
reproach, which will at laft fix wpon ourfelves: 

Innumerable are the objections, my Lords,» which ‘might yet\bé 
urgedy and urged without any poflibility of -reply3»but as Ishave> als 
ready been: heard with fo much patience, [ think whatihas béen):ale 
eady mentioned fufficient to determine the queftion.:andias Idoubt 
not. but: thev-other defects and abfurdities will be obferved, if it be 
neceflary, by fome other Lords, I thall prefume only tovadd, that as 
the: bilbappears. tonme> contrary to the ‘laws-of’ this nation, to the 
common \juftice of fociety,and to the geéneral-reafon of mankind, 
as it muft naturally eftablifh a precedent of oppreflion, and ‘confirm 
a fpecies of authority in the other Houfe which was either never 
claimed before, ar always denied-;; as-J- think the:mof notorious and 

public criminal ought not to be deprived of that method ‘of «defence 
which the eftablifhed cuftoms of our country allow himy-and. believe 
the’ perfon mentioned incthis bill'to deferve rather applaufes. and vres 
wards than cenfures and: puniffiments, I think myilelf obliged» to op= 
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pofe -it;, and hope to find your ‘Lordfhips: unanimous in the, fame 


opinion. 

Then-the Duke of An@yLE-anfwered in fubftance as. follows i— 
My. Lords, whatever may be the fate.of this.queftion, I. have. little 
hope: that.it will be unanimoufly decided, becaufe 1 have reafon to 
fear that fome Lords. have-conceived prejudices againi the bill, which 
hinder them from difcovering either, its reafonablenefs or its neceflity ; 
and-am convinced that others:who approve the bill, can fupport their 
opinion by arguments from which, as they cannot be confuted, they 
never will-xecede. 

Thofe arguments which have influenced my opinion, I will lay be- 
fore -your Lordfhips, and doubt not of fhewing that I.am very far 
from giving way ‘to perfonal malice, or the prejudices: of oppofi- 
tion; and that I regard only the voice “of reafon, and the call-of 


the nation. 

Caloinefs: and impartiality, my Lords, have been with® great pro- 
priety recommended tous by the noble Lord! who! {poke firft in. this 
debate ; and J hope he will difcover by: the moderation with which I 
fhall deliver my fentiments on this occafion, how much [reverence 
his precepts, and how willingly I yield to-his authority. 

Lam at leaf certain, that 1 have hitherto liftened to the argu- 
ments that have been offered on either fide with ansattention void of 
prejudice; Lhave reprefled no motions of conviétion, noreabftracted 
my mind from any difficulty, to avoid the labour of folving it: 1 
have-been folicitous to furvey every pofition in its whole» extent; and 
trace it to its remote confequences ; Ihave affifted the arguments 
againft the bill by favourable fuppofitions, and imaginary circum- 
ftances, and have endeavoured to diveft my own opinion of fome 
appendant-and accidental advantages, that I might view it ina ftate 
lefs likely to attra&t regard; and yet 1 cannot find any reafon by 
which I could juftify myfelf to my country or my confcience, if I 
fhould concur in rejecting this bill, or fhould not endeavour to 
promote it, 

Lam not unacquainted, my Lords, with the difficulties that: ob- 
ftru@ the knowledge of ous own hearts, and cannot deny that: incli- 
nation may be fometimes miftaken for conviction ; and mem even 

wife and honeft, may imagine themfelves to believe what, in reality, 
they only: wifh:: but this, my Lords, can only happen ‘for want» of 


attention, or on fudden emergencies, when it is neceflary to deter- 
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mine with little confideration, whilé thé paffions have né¢ yet time 


to fublide, and reafon 1s yet itrugeline with the emotions of defire. 


In other circumftances s; my Lords,’ I am convinced that no man 


Impofes'on himfelf without’con: il at the fraud, without con{ciouf. 


nets that he adinits ah opinion which he'has hot well examined, and 


without confultin 1g indolence ‘rather than reafon ; and therefore, my 


Lords, I can with confidence affirm, that I now declare my real opi- 
von, and that if J err, L err only for want ‘of abilities to difcover the 


ai 


ruth 5 and hope jt will appear to your Lordfhips, that T have been 
milled at leaft by {pecious arguments, and deceived: by fallacious 


ap-= 
pearances, which it is no reproach ‘not to have been able to'dete& 
I 
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my Lords, be granted, I fuppofe, without hefitation, api 


vith dating. that it never at the fame time com- 
mands and pro hi bits the fame aé tion, that it cannot be at once vio- 


lated and obferved. From thence it will inevitably follow. that where 
i 2 


the circumitinces of any tranfa&tion ate fuch, that the 


2. 


that law by which: it’ is cog nifab 


expedients m ay be found by which thefe e cireumftances s may be altered. 
Otherwife a fubtle or powerful delinquent will ee find fhelter in 
ambiguities, and the’ law will remain mactive, like a balance loaded 
equally on sisal fidé. 
‘er he fer ¢ wed ee y Lo r sh Iq } 1 7 t 
nthe prefent occafion, 1 ord Pronounce with the utmoft 
éonhidénce;-as a maxiny of indubit able certainty, that the public has 
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hans evidence, and that no man can plead exemption 
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from this duty to his country. But thofe whom fal lfe gratitude, or 


contracted notions of their own intereft, or fear f being entangld 


si he inares of examination, prompt to Lance the juftice of the 
public, urge with equal veh emence, 


and indeed~ with equal truth, 
that xo man is obliged to accufe bimfelf, 


and that the conttitution. of 
Britath allows no man’s evidence to be € extorted from’ him to his own 
deftruction. 


Thus, my Lords, two of the frit principles of the Britith law, 


trough maxims equally important, equally certain, and equally te 


be preferved from the leat appearance of violation, 


101 are contra- 
5 SS Sp a} ther 2na eithe > b ; d b 4 fe i -} > .4y 
cictory to eacht other, and neither can be obe eyed; becaufe neither can 
be infringed. 7 z 
How then, my Lords, is. this contradiction to be reconciled, ‘and 


the neceflity avoided of breaking the law on-one fide or the other, 
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T have never heard that any man was fo ftupid as to miftake fuch 4 bill 
for a general act of grace, or that the confeffion of any crimes was 
procured by it, except of thofe which it was intended to detect ; I 
have never been informed, that any murderer was blefled with the 
acutenefs of the noble Lord, or thought of flying to fuch an aét as 
toa common fhelter for villainy. Such fuppofitions, my Lords, can 
be intended only to prolong a controverfy and weary an opponent ; 
nor can {uch trifling exaggerations contribute to any other end, than 
of difcovering the fertility of imagination, and the exuberance of 
cloquence, 

For my part, my Lords, I think paflion and negligence equally 
culpable in a debate like this; and cannot forbear to recommend 
ferioufnefs and attention, with the fame zeal, with which moderation 
and impartiality have already been inculcated. He that entirely dif- 
regards the queftion in debate, who thinks it too trivial for a ferious 
difcuffion, and fpeaks upon it with the fame {uperficial gaiety with 
which he would relate the change of a fafhion, or the incidents of a 
ball, is not very likely, either to difcover or propagate the truth ; 
and is lefs to be pardoned, than he who is betrayed by paffion into 
abfurdities, as it is lefs criminal to injure our country by zeal than 
by contempt. 

‘Uhat bills, without any effential difference from that which is now 
before us, have been paffed in favour of private companies, is indif- 
putably certain; it is certain that they never produced any other 
effect, than fuch as were expected from them by thofe who promoted 
them. It is evident, that the welfare of the nation is more worthy 
of our regard than any feparate company; that the whole, of more 
importance than apart; and therefore the fame meafures may be now 
ufed with far greater juftice, and with equal probability of fuccefs. 

The neceffity of the law now propofed, my Lords, cannot more 
plainly appear, than by reflecting on the abfurdity of the pleas made 
ufe of for refufing it, which, confidered in the whole, contain only 
this aflertion, That the fecurity of one man is to be preferred to 
juftice, to truth, to public felicity ; that a precedent is rather to be 
citablifhed, which will for ever fhelter every future minifter from the 
laws of our country; and that all our miferies are rather to be borne 
in filence, or lamented in impotence, than the man, whom the 
whole nation agrees to accufe as the author of them, fhould be ex- 
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| poled: to the hazard of a:trial, even before thofe whom every tie of 


| ng contimved affection has united to him: 

| 1 3 «4 #99 1 

} | Itis indeed obj jected, that by paffing this bill, we fhall transfer the 
| : 
rr { at. #rr174 C } “i 
y authority of trying him ‘to the other Houfe; that we thall give up 


§ our privileges for ever, ere&t a new court of shidetahs: and overturn 


Tt ng | ns . e s 

i have long obferved,: my Lords, how vain it is to argue againtt 

thofe whole refolutions are determined 1 by extrinfic motives, and have 

been. long- acquainted iit the art-of difeuifing obftina acy, by. an ap- 
QO QQ a 


} pearance of reafons that have no weight; even in the opinion of him 
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clouds of objeCtion$’, which, 
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by the arft reply, will certainly be ars elle but which, at leaft, All 


g the mouth for a: time, and)preferve the difputant from the reproach 
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| by whom ans are offered, and of ra 


| of adhering to an opinion, in vindication of which he had nothing 
| to fay. 

) «© Of this kind is the objeAion which I am now to remove, though 
4 I remove it only-to make way for another, for thofe can never be 
d filenced who can fatisfy themfelves with arcuments like this; how- 


rc 
§ ever, thofe that offer it expect it fhould KG anfwered, and if it fhould 
a | 
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j be. pafied over in: the debate, will .boaft’ of its irrefragability, and 


| imagine that they have gained the victory by the fuperiority of their 
} abilities, ratherthan-of. their numbers. 

j. . That we fhall, by paffing this bill, give the Commons a power 
| which they want at prefent, is unqueftionably evident ; but we thall 
§ only retrieve that which they were never known to want before, the 
} power of producing evidence; evidence which we, my Lords, muft 
§ hear,..and of whofe teftimonies we fhall referve the judgment to our- 
t felves.. The Commons will only 
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i man whofe condué& is the {ubject of enquiry, muft ftand his trial at 
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i our bar; nor has the bill anyother. tende ency, than to enable the 
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ee to brine him to it. 
o 
| What ‘can: be alledged againft this defign 1 know not; becaufe I 


gcan difeover no objections which do not imply euilt, and guilt we are 


Jnot yet. at liberty to fuppofe. am. fo far from preffing this bill from 
Jany motives of perfonal malevolence, that I- am, only doin: 
i cafe of the minifter, what 1 fhould ardently defire to be done in my 
Jown, and what-no man would with to obftrudt,- who was fu pported 
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by a confcioufnefs of integrity, and ftimulated by that:honeft fenfe of 
reputation which I have always found the concomitant of innocence. 

Lhope I thall be ‘readily believed by your Lordfhips, ‘when I aflert 
orice more, that I-hould not only forbear all ‘oppofition:to a bill in- 
tended to produce’a fcrutiny into my conduct, but that 1 fhould: pro- 
mote it with all my intereft, and folicit all my friends: to expedite 
and fupport it; for there was once a times my Lords, in which my 
behaviour was brought to the teft, a time when: no expedient! was _ 
forgotten by which'l might. be opprefled, nor any method untried ‘to 
procure accufations:againft me. 

Whether the prefent.cafe: in every circumftance will ftand exactly 
parallel 'to’mine,’ Iam very far from prefuming to determine... 1 had 
ferved-my country with induftry, fidelity.and fuccefs, and had received 
the illufrious teftimony of my conduct, the public thanks, of this 
Houfe, I was confcious of no crime, nor had gratified in my “fer- 
vices any other paffion than my zeal for the public. 1 faw mylelf 
ignominioufly difcarded, and attacked by every method of calumny 
and reproach. Nor was the malice of my enemies fatished with de~ 
ftroying my reputation without impairing my fortune: for this pur- 
pofe a profecution was projected, a wretch was found out who en- 
gaged to accufe me, and received his pardon for no other purpofe ; 
nor did I make any oppofition to it in this Houfe, though I knew. the 
intent with which it was prdcured, and-was informed that part of 
my eftate was allotted him to harden his heart, and ftrengthen his 
affertions. 

This, my Lords, is furely a precedent which I have:a right ‘to 
quote, and which will vindicate me to your Lordfhips from the im- 
putation of partiality and malignity; fince it is apparent, that Ido 
only in the'cafe of another, what I wilkngly fubmitted to, when an 
enquiry was making into my conduét. 

But, tay Lords, this is far from being the only precedent which 
may be pleaded in favour of this bill ; a bill which in reality concurs 
with the general and regular pragtice of the eftablifhed law, as will 
appear to every one that compares it with the eighth fection of the 
A& for preventing Bribery ; in which it is eftablifhed as a perpetual 
jaw, that he who, having taken‘a bribe, fhall, within twelve months, 
inform againft him that gave it, fhall be received as an evidence, and 
be indemnified from all the confequences of his difcovery. 
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To thefe ‘arguments of reafon and precedent,I will add’ one of a 
more prevalent kind, drawn from motives of intereft, »which furely 
would direct our minifters ‘to favour the enquiry, and promote every 
expedient that) might produ¢e a complete difcuffion of the public 
affairs 3 fihce they would thew, that they are not afraid of the moft 
rigorous fcrutiny, and are above any fears that the precedent which 
they are/now eftablifhing may revolve upon themfelves. 

‘To elude the ratification of this bill, it was at firft urged that 
there was no proof of any crime ; and when it was fhewn, that there 
was an apparent mifapplication of the public money, it became necef- 
{ary to determine upon a more hardy aflertion, and to filence malicious 
reafoners, by fhewing them how little their arguments would be 
regarded. It then was denied, with a fpirit worthy of the caufe in 
which it was exerted, that the civil lift was public money. 

Difputants like thefe, my Lords, are not born to be confuted ; it 
would be to little purpofe that any man fhould afk, whether the 
money allotted for the civil lift was not granted by the public, and 
whether public grants did not produce public. money; it would be 
without any effect, that the ufes for which that grant is made fhould 
be enumerated, and the mifapplication of it openly proved; a dif- 
tinction, or at leaft a negative would be always at hand, and obftinacy 
nd intereft would turn argument afide. 

Upon what principles, my Lords, we can now call out for a proof 
of crimes, and proceed in the debate.as if no juft reafon of fufpicion 


had appeared, ] am not able to conjecture; here is, in my opinion, 


“if not demonftrative proof, yet the ftrongeft prefumption of one of 


the greateft crimes of which any man can be guilty, the propagation 
of wickednefs, of the moft atrocious breach of truft which can be 
charged upon a Britifh minifter, a deliberate traffic for the liberties 
of his country. 

Of thefe enormous villainies, however dificult it may now feem 
to difengage him from them, I hope we fhall fee reafon to acquit him 


ft! % 
it 
a 


at the bar of this Houfe, at which, if he be innocent, he ought to 
be defirous of appearing ; nor do his friends confult his honour, by 
endeavouring to withhold him from it; if they, indeed, believe him 
guilty, they may then eafily juftify their conduct to him, but the 
world will, perhaps, require a more public vindication. 

Thefe, my-Lords, are the arguments which have influenced me 
hitherte te approve the Lill sow before us, and waich wil continue 
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onfuted ; and furely if they 
{urely of fo much impors 


yave been produced, mutt be al- 
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erred to a committée, in which ambiguities may be re- 
moved, and inadvertencies corrected. 

Lord CHoLMONDELEY {poke next to the following purpofe :— 
My Lords, This bill is in my opinion fo far from deferving appro- 
bation, that Iam in doubt whether I fhould retard the determination 
of he bei by laying before you the reafons which influence me 
in this debate ; nor indeed could I prevail upon myfelf to enter into 
a sac difcuffion of a queftion, on which I fhould have imagined 
that all mankind would have been of cne opinion, did not my reve- 
rence of the abilities of thofe noble Lords who have fpoken in defence 
of the bill,‘incline me, even againft the conviction of my own reaion, 
to fufpect that arguments may be offered inits favour, which I have 
not yet been able to difcover ; and that thofe which have been pro- 
duced, however inconclufive the ey have feemed, will operate more 
powerfully when they are more fully difplayed, and better underftood, 

For this reafon I fhall lay before your Lordfhips the objections 

which arofe in my mind when the bill was firft laid before us, and 
which have rather been ftrengthened than invalidated by the fubfe- 
quent debates 

It appears, ay Lords, evident to me, that every man has a right 
to be tried by. the known laws of his country; that no man.can be 
juftly punifhed sh a law made after the commiffion of a fact, becanfe 


he then fuffers by a law, againft which he never tranfgrefled; nor 1s 


any man to be profecuted by methods invented only to facilitate his 
condemnation, becaufe he ought to be acquitted, however em he 
may be fuppofed, whom the eftabli fhed rules of juftice cannot con- 


vict. ‘The law, my Lords, is the m cats of political, as confcience 
of moral pie and he that breaks no law, may indeed be criminal, 
but sis|not punifhable. The | law. likewife prefcribes the method, of 
profecuting gu oe and as we, by omitting any crime in. our laws, 


difable ourfelves from punifhing it, however public or flagrant, fo 


by regulating the procefs in our courts of juftice, we give fecurity to 
that guilt, which _ that procefs cannot be detected. 

The truth of this affertion, my Lords, however paradoxical it may 
perhaps appear, y “ill b ecome evident, if we fuppofe a man brought to 
the 
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the bar, whofe guilt was unqueftionable, though it could not be 


legally proved, becaufe all thofe were dead who might have appeared 


againit him. It is certain that his ¢ good fortune would give him no, 


claim to pardon, and yet he could not’ be convicted, unlefs we fup- 
pofe him weak enough to accufe himfelf. In this cafe, my Lords, 
it is not impofiible, that fome might be prompted by their zeal to 
propofe, that the forcizn methods of juftice might be introduced, and 
the rack employed to extort-from his own mouth a confeffion of thofe 
crimes of which every one believed him guilty. 

With what yeaa my. Lords, fuch a propofal would be heard, 
how loudly it would be cenfured, and | how univerfal Tprejected, [need 
not fay; but muft obferve, that, in my opinion, the deteftation would 
arife principally from a fenfe of the injuftice of expofing any man to 
peculiar hardfhips, and diftinguifhing him .to his difadvantage from 
the reft of the commun 


ity. wy 
It will, my Lords, not-be eafy to prove, that it is lefs agreeable to 
juftice to oblige a man to accufe himfelf, than to make ate of €x- 


traordinary methods of procuring evidence againft him; becaufe th 


barriets of fecurity which the law has fixed are equally broken in 
either cafe, and the accufed is expofed ° 
cat 
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xpofed to dangers, from which he 
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had reafon to. believe himfelf fheltered by the conftitution of his 


country. : 

This argument, my Lords, I have mentioned, without endeavour- 
ing to evince the innocence of the perfon whom this bill immediately 
regards ; becaufe the intent of it is to theca that no man is to be 
deprived of the common benefits of the conftitution, and that the 


guilty have a richt to all the advantages which the law, allows them, 
For guilt is never to be fuppofed till it is proved, and it is therefore 
never to be proved by new methods, merely becaufe it is fuppofed. 

That the method of procuring evidence now propofed is new, my 
Lords, I think it no temerity.to conclude ; becaufe the noble Lords 
who have endeavoured to defend it, have produced no inftance of a 
el praQtice, and their knowledge and acutenelfs is fuch, that they 
can only have failed to difcover them, becaufe they are indeed no 
e to be found. 


In the cafe of bribery, my Lords, the perfon accufed has, the 


1 
wier 


privilege, if he be innocent, of profecuting his accufer for perjury, 
and is therefore in lefs danger of being harrafied by a falfe indictment 
But, my Lords, this is not the only difference between. the two 
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cafes; for he that difeovers a bribe received by himfelf, has ‘no 

motives of intereft to prompt his evidence ; he is only fecured from 
fuffering by his own difcovery, and might have been equally fafe by 
filence and fecrecy; fince the law fuppofes the crime out of the'reach | 
of detection, otherwife than by the confeffion of the criminal. ° | 
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But far different, my Lords, are the circumftances of ‘thofé who 
are now invited to throng the courts of juftice, and ftun us with 


depofitions and difeoveries. They are men fuppofed criminal by the 


indemnity which is offered them; and by the nature of their crimes 


a ST NT 


it is made at leaft probable, that they are in daily hazard of difcovery ; 


and punifhment, from which they are fummoned to fet themfelves 
free for ever, by accufing a man of whom it has not been yet proved } 
that he can legally be called to a trial. 


aE 
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Thus, my Lords, in the law which the noble Duke has men- 
tioned as a precedent for this bill, the accufer is only placed in a 
kind of equilibrium, equally fecure from punifhment, by filence or 
by information, in hope that the love of truth and juftice will turn the 


balance; in the bill now before us the witnefs is in continual danger 
by withholding his evidence, and is reftored to perfe&t fafety by be= 


j 


coming an accufer, and from making difcoveries, whether trve or 
falfe, has every thing to hope and nothing to fear, 
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The necedity of punifhing wickednefs has been urged with great 


ftreneth ; it has been unanfwerably fhewn, bv the advocates for this 
5 3 / 9 
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bill, that vindictive juftice is of the higheft importance to the happinefs 


of the public, and that thofe who may be injured with impunity, aré 
in reality denied the benefits of fociety, and can be faid to live in’ the 
flate of uncivilized nature, in which the ftrong muft prey upon the 
weak. : 

This, my Lords, has been urged with all the appearance of ‘con- 


es 


viétion and fincerity, and yet has been urged by thofe who are pro- 
viding a fheiter for the moft enormous villainies, and enabling men 
who have violated every precept of law and virtue, to bid defiance 
to juftice, and to fit at eafe in the enjoyment of their acquifitions. 
And what, my Lords, is the condition, upon which wickednefs 


is to be fet free from terror, upon which national juftice is to be ‘dift 


i 


armed, and the betrayers of public counfels, or the plunderers of pub- 
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lic treafure, qualihed for new trufts, and fet on a level with uns 
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tainted fidelity?“ A condition, my Lords, which wretches like thefe 
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will very readily accept, the eafy'tefms of information and of perjury. 


Baey 


Ac1742.)) XINDEMNIFYING EVIDENCE, r51 


They are required only to give evidence againft a man marked out 
for_deftruétion, and the guilt, of partaking in his crimes is to be 
effaced by the merit,of concurring in his ruin, 

It has indeed been a method of detection, frequently employed 
againft houfe-breakers and highwaymen, to proclaim a pardon for 
im that fhall conviG his accomplices, but furely, my Lords, this 
practice will not in the prefent gueftion be mentioned as a precedent. 
Surely it will not be thought equitable to level with felons, and with 
thieves, a perfon diftinguifhed by his rank, his employments, his 
abilities, and his fervices; a perfon, whofe loyalty to his Sovereign 
has neyer been called in queftion, and whofe fidelity to his country 
has at leaft never been difproved. 

Thefe are meafures, my Lords, which I hope your Lordthips will 
never concur to promote; meafures not fupported either by law.or 
juftice, or enforced by any exigence of affairs, but dictated by perfe- 
cution, malice and revenge; meafures by which the guilty and, the 
innocent may be deftroyed with equal facility, and which muft there- 
fore tend to encourage wickednefs as they deftroy, the fecurity of 
virtues 

Lord CARTERET then rofe, and fpoke to the following effect :— 
My Lords, [have fo long honoured the abilities, and fo often con- 
curred with the opinion of the noble Lord who began the debate, 
that I cannot without. unufual concern, rife up now to {peak in op- 
polition to him; nor could any other principle fupport me under the 
apparent difadvantage of a conteft fo unequal, but the confcioufnels 
of upright intentions, and the cancurrence of the whole nation, 

T cannot but confider myfelf on this occafion, my Lords, as the 
advocate of the people of Britaim, who, after continued oppreffiions, 
lofles, and indignities, after having been plundered and ridiculed, 
karrafled and infulted for complaining, have at length flattered them- 
felves that they fhould have an opportunity of appealing to our bar for 
juitice, and of fecuring themfelves from future injuries, by the 
punifhment of thofe that had fo long triumphed in their guilt, pro- 
claimed their defiance of juftice, and declared that the laws were 
made only for their fecurity. 

The expectations of the people have been fruftrated by. the unex- 
pected obftinacy of the agents of wickednefs, by a plea that. was 
neyer made ufe of for the fame purpofe before, againit which the 
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of the nation have proviaed no r¢medy,, andewhich) your 


known laws y 
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Loi df {hip s are therefore } now. called upon. to-overthrow. 


‘That the nation calls loudly for an enquiry, that tae mifapplication, 
of the public treafure is univerfally fufpe ted, and that, the, perfon 
mentionedin-the bill, is believed to be the chief author of that mit: 


plication ; that at leafi thofe.who have fquandered.it have acted by 
his authority, and been: admitted: to. truft by his recommendation, 
and that he.is therefore.accountable to the: public for their conduct, «1 
jhall fuppofe cannot be denied. 


‘The nation, my Lords, has.a right to be gratified 


nthe demands 
of an enquiry, whatever be the foundation of their nGaieee fince 


it is manifeft that. it can produce no other effects than thofe of giving, 


new luftre to innocence, and at Hellas sha clamours of the: people, if. 


it fhould be found. that the government. has been adminiftered with 
honefty and ability’ and it is not lefs evident that, if. the general 
ha 


opinion is well grounded, if our intereft-has) been: betrayed, and. that 


money aster only to inate the nation which was raifed for the 


defence of it, the fevereft punifhment ought tobe inflicted, that-all 


future minifters may be deterred from the fame crimes by exemplary 
vengeance. 


appears upon every fuppofition ufe- 
omprehend, how it can be profecuted 


b 


of propofing. an. indemnity to thofe 


3 
Every wicked meafure, my Lords, muft involve in cult’ alb who 
are, engaged.in it; and how eafily. it may be: concealed> from every 
other perfon may be fhewn by an example ofia crime, which no man 
will ey to have fometimes exifted, ‘and which in the opinion of moft 


iS, Not. very uncommon in this age. 
It will be allowed, at leait, that on. fome occafions, when a 
favourite begins to totter, wher {trong objections are raifed azaintt 


| 


the continuance of a-ftanding army, when a convention requires the 


~) 
ratiftcation of the legiflature, or fome fatal Addrefs is propofed to be 
prefented to the Crown, a pecuniary. reward may fometimes. be of 


ered, and though that, indeed, be a fuppofition more difficult to-be 
admitted, fometimes, however rarely, accepted 

In this cafe, my Lords, none but:he that gives and he-that receives 
the bribe can be confcious of it; at moft we can only fuppofe: an ins 


tervening 
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_tervening agent to 
mifted to the fecret fo as*to nih able 


| 
| muft’ be fome defect of ‘cunning ‘in 
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= from: which’ of thefeiany difcovery.can be probably expected, 
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| reafon can be alledgedy for bai either, fhould expofe himielt to 


| punithment for the fake of ruining his ailociate. 
| It is therefore»:>my Lords, nee from this inftanee, that without 


) the confeflion of fome guilty perfon, no difcovery can be made of 
| thofe crimes which are moft detrimental to our happinefs, and:moft 


{ pe 


§ dangerous to our liberties. [tis apparent that no man will difcover 


} his own» guilt ; while there remains any danger of fuffering by his 


| confeffion, it is certain that fuch crimes will be committed, if they 
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tdifcouraged by the fear-of punifhment,: and it cannot therefore 


a 


n 
§ be denied that a proclamation of indemnity is neceflary to their 


| detection. 
|  This,my Lords, is not, as it has been alledged, a method un- 


| known to our conititution, as every man’ that reads the common 
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} been promifed to any man, who, having been engag ry; 
would: difcover his confederates’; and furely a calaied that is daily 
3 J 


# practifed for the Toe ee vate property, may be very -rationally 
|) and juftly adopted by the legiflature for the prefervation of the hap- 


# pinefs and the property i the public. 


The punifhment of wickednefs, my Lords, is undoubtedly one of 
§ . the-eflential parts of good government, and in reality the chief pur- 
} pofe-for which fociety is inftituted, for how will that fociety in which 


any individual may be sion day inflaved, and murdered without 


1 


} redrefs and without punifhment, differ from the’ ftate of corrupt 
} nature, in which the ftrongeft muft be abfolate, and right and power 
| always the fame ? 

] That conftitution, therefore, which has not provided for the 
i) punifhment, and previoufly for the difcovery of guilt, is fo far in a 
}) {tate of imperfection, and requires to be ftrengthened by new provi~ 
fions. “This, my Lords, is far from:being our ftate, for we have 
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in our hands a method of detecting the moft i erful criminals, a 


} methodin itfelf agreeable to reafon, recommended by-the p a ractice of 
our predeceflors, and now approved sore-be'the fanGtion of one 
Wy Ceti atid NOW approved once more Dy the lanction oF ohe 
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‘The objections which:have on this occafion been made againftnit, 
are fuch as no law can efcape;-and which therefore. can have no 
weight; and it is no-fmall confirmation of. the expediency of it that 


they, by whom it has been oppofed, haye not been able to attack ic. 
with ftronger reafons, from which, if we confider their abilities, we. 


fhall be convinced, that nothing has fecured it but the power of truth. 

It-is enquired by the noble Lord, how we fhall. diftinguith true 
from falfe evidence ; to which it may be very readily anfwered, that 
we fhall diftinguifh them by the fame means as on any other occafion, 
by comparing the allegations and. confidering how every... witnefs 
agrees with others and with himfelf, how. far his aflertions are in 
themfelves probable, how they are confirmed or weakened by known 
circumftances, and how far they are invalidated by. the contrary 
evidence, 

We fhall, my Lords, if we add our fan@ion to this bill, difcover 
when any man’s accufation is prompted by his intereft, as we might 
know whether it was dictated by his malice, 

It has been afked alfo, how any man can afcertain his claim to the 
indemnity! “To which. it may ,be eafily replied; that by giving his 
evidence he acquires a right, till that evidence fhall be proved to 
be. falfe. 

The noble Lord who fpoke fome time ago, and whofe abilities and 
qualities are fuch, that. cannot but efteem and admire him,; even 
when conviction obliges me to oppofe him, has propofed a cafe in 
which he feems to imagine thata murderer might fecure himfelf from 
punifament, by connecting his.crime with fome tranfaGtion in which 
the Karl of Orford fhould be interefted, This cafe, my Lords, \is 
fufficiently improbable, nor is it eafy to mention any method of trial 
in which fome inconvenience may not be produced, in the indefinite 
complications of circumftances, and unforefeen relations of events. 
Itis known to have happened once, and cannot be known not to.-have 
happened often, that a perfon acculed of murder, was tried by a jury 
ef which the real murderer was one. Will'not this then be an argu- 
ment againft the great privilege of the natives of this empire, a trial 
by their equals ? 

But, my Lords, I am of opinion that the murderer would: not 
be indemnified by this bill, fince he did not commit, the crime by the 
direction’ of ‘the perfon' whom he is fuppofed to. accufe; nor, would it 
havevany neceflary -connection with his cqnduat, but might .be, fup» 
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| preffed in the accufation, without any diminution of the force of the 
| evidence. “A man will not’ be fuffered to introduce his accufation 
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with an account of all the -villanies of his whole life; but will be 


required ‘to confiné his ‘teftimony .to the affair upon which he 1s 


examined. 
The Cominittee, my Lords, will diftinguifh between the crimes 


perpetrated by the direétion of the Earl of Orford, and thofe: of 


“Shother kind. And fhould an enormous criminal give fuch evidence, 


as the noble Lord was pleafed'to fuppofe, he may be indemnified for 
the bribery, but will be hanged for the murder, notwithflanding any 
thing in this bill to the contrary. 

It has been infifted on by the noble Lords, who have fpoke againft 
the bill, that no crime is proved, and therefore there is no foundation 
for it. But, my Lords, I have always thought that the profufion of 
the public money was a crime, and there is evidently a very large fum 
expended, of which no account has been given; and, what more 
nearly relates to the prefent queftion, of which no account has ever 
been demanded. 

On this océafion, my Lords, an affertion has been alledged, which 
no perfonal regard fhall ever prevail upon me to hear without dif- 
puting it, fince I think it is of the moft dangerous tendency, and 
unfupported by reafon or by law. Itis alledged, my Lords, that the 
Civil Li& is not to be confidered as public money, and that the na- 
tion has therefore no claim to enquire how it is diftributed ; thatit is 
given to fupport the dignity of the Crown, and that only his Majefty 
ean afk the reafon of any failures in the accounts of it. 

T have on the contrary, my Lords, hitherto underftood, that ail 
was public money which was given by the public. “The prefent con- 
dition of the Crown is very different from that of our antient monarchs, 
who fupported their dignity by their own eftates. I admit, my 
Lords, that they might at pleafure contrat or enlarge their ex~ 
pences, mortgage or alienate thei lands, or beftow prefents and 
penfions without controul. 

It is indeed expreffed in the a&, that the grants of the Civil Lift are 
without account, by which I have hitherto underftood only that the 
fum total isexempt from account; not that the minifters have a right 
to employ the Civil Lift,to fuch purpofes as they fhall think, moft 
conducive to their private views. for if it fhould be granted, not 


only that the nation has no right to know how the whole is expended, 
which 
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which is the utmoft that can be allowed, or to direct the a application 


cr 


of any part of it, which is ng difputable, yet it certainly has a 
claim to direct in what manner it fhall mot be applied, and to provide 
that boroughs are not corrupted under pretence of promoting the 
dignity of the Crown. 

The corruption of boroughs, my Lords, is one of the ereateft 
crimes:of which any man under our conftitution is apable ; it is to 
wre at once the fountain and the ftream of government, to poifon 
1ole nation at once, and to make the people wicked, that they” 

t the Houfe of Commons with wicked reprefentatives. 
Such, my, Lords, are the crimes, the fufpicion of which incited the 
ommons to a public enquiry, in which they have been able to pro- 


} 7 =) ~ re 1} 
ceed fo far, as te prove that the public difcontent - was not witheu 
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Caule, anc that iuch arts had been practifed, as it is.abfolutely necef 
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fary, to the ‘aig fecurity,. to deteét and punifh. 

Fhe -refore purfued heir examinati with a decree of ardor 
EF hey therefore purined their examination with a degree of ardoug 
proportioned to the importance of the danger in which every man 1S 


involved by the violation of the fundamental ] jaws of the conttitution ; 
but they found .themfelves obftruGted | by the fubtilty of fome wh 
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confefied only that they were guilty, and determined to be Gitta f to 
their accomplices and themfeli 
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made impo ffible ; the ultimate < ind peingipal agent is fheltered Ean 
the law by his guard o of mercenaries, wretches who are contented to 
be infamous, if they can continue to be rich, and value themfelves 


on their adherence to their matter, while tl they are confpiring to ruin 


e nation, my ert in the mean time, juftly applies for redrefs 
to the power of the legiflature, and to its wifdom for methods of pro- 
curing it by law. The Commons have complied with their impor-~ 
tunities, and propofe to your Lordfhips the bill before you, a bill for 


a as a public enquiry poffible, and for bringing, a minifter within 
reach of the law, 


1, my Lords, we are uppraives with our own de- 
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Ciarations, that the perfon mentioned-in this bill would quickly find 
acculers, when he fhould be diy vefted of his authority. Behold him 
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now, JAY DIS aavocares, reauced from his envied d eminence, and 


placed on a:level with his fellaw Sabie Gel hahaa r the 
paced On aiével with his fellow manbel behold him. no long yer the 
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wifdom and inteerity of minifters, ne were not the prefent queftion 
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of too ereat importance to admit of falfe conceflions, | fhould fufter 


thout controverly. 
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But, my Lords, this is no time for criminal indulgence, and there- 
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ae is not neceflarily fo be out of powers; a minifter may 


retain his influence, who has refigned his employment ; he may feill 
retain the favour of his Prince, and poffefs him with a falfe opinion, 
that he can only fecure his authority by protecting him; or, what 
there is equal reafon to fufpect, his fucceflors may be afraid of con- 
cufring ina law which ey hereafter be revived againft premieres 

It may be urged farther, my Lords, that he cannot with great pro- 
pricty be faid to have no pow ver, who fees the le ae crowded 


with men that are indebted to his favour for their rank and their 


Baek aman may bid defiance to enqt 
‘by fecurity very different from that ¢ 


upon the fecresy of thofe whom he-has perhaps ‘hee 
P I 


virtue; he may know that common danger will unite 
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and that they cannot abandon him without expoling themfelves to the 
fame cenfures. 

Thefe fecurities, my Lords, the fortifications of the iait retreat of 
wickednefs, remain now to be broken, and the nation expects its fate 
from our determinations, which will either fecure the liberties © of, our 
pofterity from violation, a) fhewing 
fhelter thofe who fhall invade them, 
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rived at this period, and that all Aruceles for its continuance will be 


vain. 
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Let us not, my Lords, combine with the pubuc enemics, let us 
moi mihcoasly 
that this Houfe is infeCted with 


not give the nation reafon to beli 
the contagion of venality, that our honour is become an empty name, 
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Let us remember, my Lordsy that power is fupported by opinion, 
and that the reverence of the public cannot be preferved ‘but by rigid 
juftice and active beneficence. 3 

For this reafon, Iam far from: granting that we oilght: to be 
cautious of charging thofe with crimes’ who have the honour of a feat - 
amongit us. In my opinion, my Lords, we ought to’ be “watchfal _ 
againit the leaft fufpicion of wickednefs in our own body,’ we ought 


alls, and preferve that power for which 


to eject pollution from our w 
fome appear fo anxious, by keeping our reputation pute’ and un- 
tainted. 

It is therefore to little purpofe objefted, that there is no corpus 
aeliéti ; for even, though, it were true, yet while there is a corpus 
fufpicionis, then enquiry ought to be made for our own honour, ‘nor 
can either law or reafon be oni againtt it. 

I cannot therefore doubt, that your Dordiht nips will endeavour to 
do juftice ; that you will f ened the produCtion of oral evidence; Jett 
all written proofs fhould be deftroyed ; that 'you will not defpife the 
united petition of the ‘whole people, of -which I dread'the confe- 
quence ; nor reject the only expedient by which their’ fears may be 
diffipated, and their happinefs fecured. 

Lord Harpwicke {poke next in the following manner :—My 
Lords, after having, with an intention uninterrupted by any foreign 
confiderations, and a “atid intent only on the difcovery of truth, 
examined ‘every’ argument which has been urged on either fide, J 
think it my duty to declare, that Ishave yet difcovered no reafon 
which, in my opinion, ought to prevail upon us to ratify the bill that is 
now before us. 

The noble Lords who have defended it, appear to réafon more 
upon maxims of policy, than rules of law, or principles of juftice; 
and feem to imagine, that if they can prove it to be expedient, it’is 
not neceflary to fhew that it is equitable. 

How far, my Lords, they have fucceeded in that argument which 
they have moft laboured, \ think it not neceflary toexamine, becaule 
I have hitherto accounted it an inconteftable maxim, that whenever 
intereft and virtue are in competition, virtue is always to be preferred. 

‘The noble Lord who fpoke firft in this debate has proved theun- 
reafonablenefs and illegality of the methods propofed in this bill, be- 
yond the poffibility of confutation ; he has fhewn that they are in- 
coniifient 
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confiftent:with the law, and.that the law is founded upon reafon:, he has 
proved, thatthe bill fuppofes a criminal previous to the crime, fum- 
mons the man to a trial, and then enquires for what offence. 

Nor has,he,.my Lords,, confined himfelf.to a deteGtion of the ori- 
ginal defect, the uncertainty of any crime committed, but has pro- 
ceeded.to. prove, that upon whatever fuppofition we proceed, the bill 


is unequitable, and of no other tendency than to multiply grievances, 


and eftablifh.a precedent of opprefiion. 

For this. purpofé he has fhewn, that no evidence can. be. procured 
by this bill, becaufe all thofe who fhall, upon the encouragement 
propofed in it, offer information, muft be confidered as hired wit- 
neiles, to whom no credit can be given, and who therefore ought 
not to be heard. 

His Lordfhip alfo proved, that we cannot pafs this bill without 
diminifhing our right, beftowing new powers upon the Commons, 
confirming fome of their claims which are moft dubious, nor, by 
confequence, without violating the conftitution 

To all. thefe arguments, arguments drawn from the moft impor- 
tant confiderations, enforced by the ftrongeft reafoning, and ex- 
plained with the utmoft perfpicuity, what has been replied? How 
have any of his affertions been invalidated, or any of his reafons 
eluded? How has it been. fhewn that there is any foundation for’a 
criminal charge, that witnefles thus procured ought to be heard, or 
that our rights would not be made difputable by confirming the pro- 
ceedings of the Commons? 

It has been anfwered by a noble Lord, that though there is not 
Corpus Delicti, there is Corpus Sufpictonis, What may be the force 
of this argument I cannot fay, becaufe Iam not afhamed to own, 
that I do not underftand the meaning of the words. I very well un- 
derftand what is meant by Corpus Deliéi1, and fo does every other 
Lord; it is univerfally known to mean the body of an offence; but as 
to the words Corpus Sufpicionis, I do not comprehend what they 
mean: it is an expreffion indeed which I never before heard, and 
can fignify, in my apprehenfion, nothing more than the body of a 
fhadow, the fubftance of fomething which is itfelf nothing. | 

Such, my Lords, is the principle of this bill by the confeffion of 
its warmeft. and ableft advocates; it is a bill for fummoning a perfon 
to atrial, againft whom no crime is alled; si and againft whom \ne 
witnefs will appear without a bribe. 
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For that thofe who fhould appear in confequence of this bill to 
offer their evidence; ought: to be confidered. as’ bribed, -will furely 
need no proof to thofe who confider, that bribes are not confined: to 


money, and that every’ man who promotes his own intereft by his 


depoiition, is fwearing, not for truth and juftice, but for himfelf. 


It may be urged, and-it is, in my opinion, all that the mof fruitful 
imagination can fuggeft in-favour of this bill, that they are not fe 
quired to accufe the Earl of Orford, but to give in their evidence 
concerning his conduct, whether in his favour, or againft him. 

But this argument, my Lords, however f{pecious sit may feem, 
will vanifh of itfelf, if the bill be diligently confidered, which is only 
to confer indemnity on thofe, who in the courfe of their evidence 
fhall difcover any of their own crimes; on thofe whofe teftimony 
fhall tend to fix fome charge of wickednefs on the Earl of Orford ; 
for it cannot eafily be imagined how thofe who appearin his fa- 
vour, fhould be under a neceflity of revealing any actions that require 
an indemnity. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears that the bill can produce no other 
effect than. that of multiplying aécufations, fince-it offers rewards 
only to thofe who are fuppofed to have been engaged in unjuftifiable 
practices, and to procure witnefles by this method, is equally unjut 
as-to propofe a public prize to be obtained by {wearing againft any of 
your Lordfhips. 

if witnefles are to be purchafed, we. ought at leaft to offer an equal 
price on each fide, that though they may be induced by the reward 
to offer their depofitions, they may not be tempted to accufe. rather 
than to juftify. | 

Should any private man, my Lords, offer a reward to any that 
would give evidence againft another, without fpecifying the crime of 
which he is accufed, doubtlefs he would be confidered by the laws pf 
this nation, as a violator of the rights of fociety, an open. flanderer, 
and a difturber of mankind: and- would immediately, by an indicts 
ment or information, be obliged to make fatisfaGtion to the com- 
munity which he had offended, or to the perfon whom he had 
injured. 

It has, my Lords, 1 own, been aflerted by the noble Duke, that 
the public has. a right. to every man’s evidence, a maxim which in 
its proper fenfe cannot be denied. For it is undoubtedly true, that 
the public has a right to all the affiftance of every individual; but it 
i$5 
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is, my Lords, upon fuch terms as have been eftablifhed for the gene- 
ral Alben of all; on fuch terms as the majority of each (edict 
has pref ribet: But, my Lords, the majority of a remy which js 
the true dé finition of the paenes are ‘equally obliged with the fmaller 


number, or with individuals, to the obfervation of :juftice, and can- 


not therefore prefcribe to different individuals different conditions. 
They cannot decree that. treatment to be jut with regard to one 
which they allow to be cruel with refpect to anéther. ‘The claims of 
the public are founded, firft upon right, which is invariable; and 
next upon the law, which ‘though mutable in its own nature, is how- 
ever to be fo far fixed, as that every man may know his own condi- 
tion, his own property, and his own privileges, or it ceafes in effeét 


ef 
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LL , rae 
of government, or the mealure of 


to be law, it ceafes-to be the rule 
conduct. 

In the prefent cafe, my Lords, the public has not a right to hire 
evidence, becaufe the public has hitherto fubfifted upon this condi- 
tion, among others, that no man’ fhall {wear in his own caufe.. 
public has not a right to require from any man that he fhould betray 
himfelf, becaufe every man may plead that he is exempted from that 
demand by the public faith. 

‘Thus, my Lords, the right of the public is only that right which 
the public haseftablifhed by law, and confirmed by continual claims ; 
nor is the claim of the public from individuals to be extended beyond 
its known bounds, except in times of general diftrefs, where a few 
muft neceflarily fuffer for the prefervation of the reit, 

This neceffity is indeed now urged,’ but furely it ought to be 
fhewn, that the prefent circumftances of affairs differ from thofe of 
any former age, before it can with any propriety be aflerted, that 
meafures are now neceflary, which no other diftrefles, however ur- 
gent, or provocations, however flagrant, have hitherto produced. 
It ought to be proved, that wickednefs had difcovered’ fome new 
fhelter from juftice, before new engines are invented to force it from 
its retreat, and new powers applied to drag it out to punifhment. 

The nation has fubfifted, my Lords, fo many centuries, has often 
recovered from the’ lingering difeafe of inward corruption, and re- 
pelled the fhocks of outward violence; it has often been endangered 
by corrupt counfels, and wicked. machinations, and furmounted 
them by the force of its eftablifhed laws, without the affiftance of 
temporary expedients; at leaft without expedients like this, which 
Vor. I, M neither 
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neither, law nor, juftice, can ,fupporty and which would. in itfelf,-be 
a more atrocious grievance. than thofe, if they were real, .which is 
intended to punifh, and, might, produce far greater. evils than.thofe 


which are imputed to him, againft whom, it is projected, 

It has indeed, my Lords, been mentioned by a noble Lord, i in 
much fofter language, as a method only of making an enquiry pof- 
fible.. The poffibility of an enquiry, my Lords, is; a very. remote 
and inoffenfive idea; but names. will. not change;the nature of, the 
things to which they are applied... The bill is, in my,opinion, cal- 
culated to make a defence impoffible, to deprive innocence, of its 
guard, and to let loofe oppreffion and perjury. upon the world, It is 
a bill to dazzle the wicked with a profpect of fecurity, and to incite 
them to purchafe an indemnity for one crime, by the perpetration of 
another. It is a bill to confound the notions of right and wrong, to 
violate the eflence of our conftitution, and to leave us without any 
certain fecurity for our, properties, or rule for our actions, 

Nor are the particular parts lefs. defective than the general foun- 
dation; for it is full of ambiguous promifes, vague ideas, and inde- 
terminate expreffions, of which fome have been already particularized 
by the noble Lords that have fpoken on this occafion, whofe obfer- 
vations I {hall not repeat, nor endeavour to improve; but cannot 
forbear propofing to the advocates for the bill one fentence, that it 
may be explained.by them, and that at leaft we may not pafs, what 
we do not underftand. 

In the enquiry into the conduc of the Earl of rae a) every man, 
as we have already feen, is invited to bring his evidence, and. to 
procure an indemnity, by anfwering fuch queftions as fhall be afked, 
teuching or concerning the, faid engairy, ar relative thereto. What is 
to be underftood by this laft fentence, I would willingly be informed; 
I would hear how far the relation to the enquiry is defigned tobe 
extended, with what other enguiries it is to be complicated, and 
where the chain of interrogatories is to have an end. 

When an evidence appears before the committee, how can he be 
certain that the queftions afked are relative ta the enquiry? How can 
he be certain that they. are fuch as he may procure an indemnity by 

efolving? Or whether they are not unconneéted with the principal 

gueition, and therefore infidious and dangerous? And to what power 
mut he appeal, if he fhould be profecuted afterwards upon his own 
confedlion, on pretence that it was not relative to the enquiry? 
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Expreffions like thefe, my Lords, if they are not the effeés of 
malicious ‘hurry, and negligent animofity, muft be intended to veft 
the committee with abfolute authority, with the award of life and 
death, by leaving to them the liberty to explain the ftatute at their 
own pleafure, to contract or enlarge the relation to the controverfy, 
to enquire without bounds, and judge without controul. 

Thus, my Lords, I have laid before’ you my opinion of this bill 
without any partial regard, without exaggerating the ill confequences 
that may ‘be feared from it, or endeavouring to elude any reafoning 
by which it has been defended. I have endeavoured to purfue the 
arguments of the noble Lord who fpoke ‘firft, and to fhew that it is 
founded upon falfe notions of criminal ‘juftice, that it propofes irra- 
tional ‘and illegal methods of trial, that it will produce confequences 
fatal to our conftitution, and eftablifh a precedent of oppreffion. 

I have’ endeavoured, in examining the arguments by which the 
bill has been defended, to fhew that the rights of the public are af- 
certained, and that the power of the majority is to be limited by 
moral confiderations ; and to prove, in difcuffing its particular parts, 
that it is inaccurate, indeterminate, and unintelligible. 

What effe&ts my enquiry may have had~upon your Lordfhips, 
yourfelves only can tell; for my part, the neceffity ‘of dwelling “fo 
fong upon the queftion, has added new ftrength to’my conviction; 
and fo clearly do I now fee the danger and injuftice of a law like 
this, that though I do not imagine myfelf indued with any peculiar 


depree of heroifm, I believe, that if 1 were condemned to a choice fo 


difagreeable, I fhould more willingly fuffer by fuch ‘a bill” paffed in 
my own cafe, than confent to pafs it in that of another. | 

The Duke of ArcyLe replied to the following effe&t:—My 
Lords, 1 am-not yet able to difcover that the bill now before us is 
either illegal or abfurd, that its interpretation is doubtful,” or its pro- 
bable confequences dangerous. | | 

The indifputable maxim, that the public has a right to every man’s 
evidence, has been explained away with much labour, and with more 
art than a good caufe can often require.’ We have been told of pub- 
lic contraéts, of the rights of fociety with regard to individuals, and 
qhe privileges of individuals with refpect to fociety ; we have had 
one term oppofed to another, only to amufe our attention; and law, 
réafon, and fophiftry have been mingled, till common fenfe was loft 
in the confufion: 
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But, my Lords, it is eafy to difentangle all:this perplexity of ideas, 
and to fet truth free from the fhackles of fophiftry, by obferving that 
itis, in all'civilized nations of the world, one of the firft principles of 
the conftitution; that the public has a right, always referved, of 
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having recourfe to extraordinary methods of preceeding, when the 


happineis of the community appears not fufficiently fecured ‘by the 
known laws. 


Laws may, by thofe who have made the ftudy and explanation’ of 
them the employment of their lives, be efteemed as the great ftandard 


of right ; they may be habitually reverenced, and confidered as facred 
in their own nature, without regard to the end with which they are 


defigned to produce. 


But others, my Lords, whofe minds operate without any impedi- 


ment frem education, will eahly difcover, that laws are to be re- 
garded only for their ufe; that the power which made them only for 
the public advantage, ought to alter or annul them, ‘when'they are 
no longer ferviceable, or when they obftruct thofe effects which they 
were intended to: promote. 

Twill therefore, my Lords, till affert, that the public bas a right to 
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every man’s evidence; and that to reject any bill which ean have no 


} 
' 
} 
} 
z 
ae 


other confequence than that of enabling the nation to aflert its 
claim, to reconcile one principie of law with another, and‘to de- 
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prive villainy of an evafion which may always be ufed, is to deny 
juitice to an opprefled people, and to concur in the’ ruin of our 
country. 


And farther, my Lords, I confidently affirm it has not been proved, 


that this bill cam endanger any but the guilty ; nor has it been:fhewn 
that it is drawn up for any other purpofe than that which the noble 
¥ ak 3 ‘a * e * .. 
Lord mentioned, of hindering an enquiry from being impoffible; it 


thet therefore hn i be required from thofe who affect, on this occa- 


ISLS. 
a 
) 
5 
& 
ov] 
om 
et 
(a) 
ie 
o. 
S 
= 
Ne 
o 
my 
©: 
Lap j 
mS 
m 
mt 
er 
“<4 
oS 
ks) 
ve 
=< 
oe 
SG 
Bes 
e) 
| 
w 
© 
bie a) 
Las 3 
: 
2) 
[a al 
oO 


det igns, and fo much zeal for our conftitution, to demonftrate, that 
either an enquiry may be carried on by other means, or that an en- 
quiry is itfelf fuperfuous or improper. 

‘Though none of thofe who have fpoken againft the bill-have been 
willing to expofe themfél¥es to univerfal indignation, by declaring 
that they would gladly obftru&’ the progrefs of the enquiry; that 

hey defigned to throw ‘a mift over the public affairs, and to conceal 
from the people the caufes of their mifery; and though I have no 
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tight to charge thofe who differ from-me in opinion with intentions, 
which, as they do not avow them, cannot be proved; this however I 
will not fear. to affirm, that thofe who are for rejecting this method 
of enquiry, would confult their honour by propofing forme other 
equally efficacious; left it fhould be thought by fuch as have not any 
opportunities of knowing their fuperiority to temptations, that they 
are influenced by fome ‘motives which they are not willing to own, 
and that they are, in fecret; enemies to the enquiry, though in pub= 
lic they only condemn the method of purfuing it. 

The Duke of NewcasTie next rofe, and {poke to this effect :— 
My Lords, the arguments which have been produced in defence of 
the bill before us, however thofe who offer them may be influenced 
by them, have made, hitherto, very little impreflion upon me; my 
f 


opinion of the impropriety and illegality of this new method of pro- 


fecution, ftill continues the fame; nor can it be expected that f 
fhould alter it, till thofe reafons have been anfwered which have been 
offered by the noble Lord who {poke firft in the debate. 

The advocates for the bill feem indeed confcious of the infufficiency 
ef their arguments, and have therefore added motives of another 
kind; they have informed us, that our power fubfifts upon our repu- 
tation, and that our reputation can only be preferved by concurring 
in the meafures recommended by the Commons; they have infinuated 
to us, that he who obftructs this bill, will be thought defirous to 
obftrua& the enquiry, to confpire the ruin of his country, and to act 
jn confederacy with public robbers. 

But, my Lords, whether the nation is really exafperated to fuch a 
degree as is reprefented, whether it is the general opinion of mankind 
that the public affairs have been unfaithfully adminiftered, and whether 
this bill has been dictated by a defire of public juftice, or of private 
revenge, I have not thought it neceflary to enquire; having long 
learned to act in confequence of my own conviction, not of the 
opinions of others, at leaft not of thofe who-determine upon queftions 
which they cannot underftand, and judge without having ever ob- 
tained an opportunity of examining, 

Such, my Lords, muft be the opinions of the people upon queftions 
of policy, opinions not formed by reflections, but adopted from thofe 
whom they, fometimes with very little reafon, imagine nearer fpecta- 
tors of the government than themfélves, and in whom they place an 


implicit confidence, on account of fome cafual act of popularity. 
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Ifhall not, therefore, think. the demands. of. the people. a. rule.of 
conduct,-nor, fhall ever, fear,to incur. their, refentment inthe profecus 
tion of their intereft, I. fhall. never, flatter their paffions, to obtain 
theirofavour,,or.gratify.their revenge for fear of. their contempt, 
‘The: inconftancy,.my.Lords, of public applaufe,. all. of us have-obs 
ferved, and many of us have experienced; and we know that. it-is 
very,far from being always the reward of merit.. We know. that 
the. brighteft character may be eafily darkened by calumny ; that thofe 
who are labouring for the welfare of the public, may be eafily repre~ 
fented as traitors and oppreflors; and that. the people may quickly be 
perfuaded to join.in the accufation. 

» That the people, however deceived, have a right to.accufe whom- 
foever they.fufpect, and that their accufation ought to be, heard,.I-do 
not deny ; but furely,.my Lords, the opinion of the people isnot 
fuch a proof of guilt as will juftify a method of profecution never 
known |before, or give us a right to. throw. down. the barriers: of 


liberty;; and punith by, power. thofe, whom we cannot convict 
by Jaw. 
Xi 


> 


et any of your Lordthips. fuppofe. himfelf by, fome. accident ex- 
poled:to,the temporary malice of the populace, let him, imagine. his 
enemies inflaming them to a demand of a profecution, and then pro- 
poting that he should be deprived of the common methods. of defence, 
and that evidence fhould be hired againft him, left-the public fhould 
be :difappointed, and he, will quickly difcover the. unreafonablenefs: of 
this: bill, | 

I {uppofe no man will deny, that methods. of profecution intro. 
ducedoon one, occafion; may be practifed on anothers and. that in 
the natural rotations of power, the fame means may be ufed. for very 
different.ends. Nothing is more probable, my Lords,, if .a_-bill,of 
this kind {hould be ever: paffed, in compliance with the clamours) of 
the people; to» punifh, minifters,; and.to. awe the court, than that.it 
may in time, if a wicked: minifter thould arifes -be made.a precedent 
for meafures’ by which) the court may intimidate. the champions of 
the peoples by which thofe may be purfued to deftruGtion, who. have 
beenguilty of no’ other:crime than that. of ferving, their country. in 
a manner which thofe who are ignorant of the circumftances. of 
affairs, happen to difapprove. 

The meafures now: propofed, my Lords, are, therefore ito.be) ree 
jected, becaufe sitds evident that they will eftablifh.a precedent, by 


which 
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which virtué May at any’ time be oppreffed, but which can be very 
feldom'neceflary for the “detection of wickednefs’; fince there is no 
probability that it will often happen, that a man really guilty of enor- 
ious erimes’can fecure himfelf from’ difcovery; or connect others 
with hima “in fuch a manner, that they cannot impeach him without 
betraying themfelves. 

Buty ‘my Lords, whenever virtue is to be perfecuted, whenever 
f\{e' accufations are to be promoted, this method is inconteftably 
ufeful ; for no reward can fo efficacioufly prévail upon men who lan- 
guith in daily fear of public juftice, as a grant of impunity. 

It may be urged, my Lords, I own, that all enquiries into futu= 
rity aré idle f{peculations ; that the expedient propofed is proper on 
the prefent occafion, and that no methods of juftice are to’ be al- 
lowed, if the pofiibility of applying them to bad purpofes, is a fuf- 
ficient reafon for rejecting them. 

But to this, my Lords, it may be anfwered with equal reafon, that 
every procefs of law is likewife in fome decree defective; that the 
complications of circumftances are variable without end, and there- 
fore cannot be comprifed in any certain rule; and that we muftvhave 
no eftablifhed method of juftice, if we cannot be ‘content with fuch 
as may poflibly be fometimes eluded. 

And, my Lords, it may be obferved farther, that fcarcely any 
practice can be conceived, however generally unreafonable and un- 
juft, which may not be fometimes equitable and proper; and that if 
we are to lay afide all regard to futurity, and act merely with regard 
to the prefent exigence, it may be often proper to violate every part 
of our conftitution. This Houfe may fometimes haye rejected bills 
beneficial to the nation; and if this reafoning be allowed, it might 
have been wife and juft in the Commons and the emperor to have 
fufpended our authority by force, to have voted us ufelefs on that 
occafion, and have paffed the law without our concurrence. 

With regard to the eftablifhment of criminal profecutions, as well 
as to our civil rights, we are, my Lords, to confider what is upon 
the whole moft for the advantage of the public ; we are not to admit 
practices which may be fometimes ufeful, but may be often perni- 
cious, and which fuppofe men better or wifer than they are. -We 
do not grant abfolute power to a wife and moderate prince, becaute 
his fucceffors: may inherit his power without his virtues; we are not 


to truft or allow new methods of profecution upon an eccafion on 
M 4 which 
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which they may feem ufeful,. becaufe they may be, employed.to pur- 
poles very different from thofe for which they were introduced, 
‘hus, my Lords, I have fhewn the impropriety of the bill, now 


before us, upon the moft. favourable fuppolition, that. can, poflibly be., 


1ade ; a fuppofition of the guilt of the noble perfon againft whomvit 
is contrived, And Last ni Lords, what cannot even in that cafe 


be approved, muft, if we oofe him innocent, be detefted, 
That he is really, innoce wed my Lords, that he is only blackened 
by. calumny, and purfued by refentment, cannot be more ftrongly 


proved than ve the neceflity to which his enemies are reduced, of ufing 

expedients never heard of in this nation before, to procure accufations 

wzaini{t him ; expedients which they. cannot fhew to have-been at 

any qine necellary for the Raa iment of a man really wicked, and 

which, by bringing guilt and innocence into the fame danger, leave 
| 


| 


us at liberty to imagine, that he is clear from the crimes imputed. ta 
him, even in the opinion of thofe who purfue him. with the fierceft 
refentment, and the loudeft clamours. 

t may, well be imagined, my Lords, that thofe whom he has fo 
long defeated by his abilities, feé themfelves pow baffled by his inno- 
cence ; and that they only now perfécute his character, to hide the 
true reafon for which they former] ly attacked his power, 

I hope, my Lords, I fhall be eafily forgiven for obferving, that 
this isa teftimony of uncorrupted greatnefs, more illuftrious than 
any former minifter has ever obtained; for when was it known, my 
Lords, that after a continuance of power for twenty years, any man, 


when his conduct became the f fubject of public examination, was 


without, accufers ! 

I cannot, for my part, but congratulate the noble perfon upon his 
triumph over malice, malice affifted by fubtilty and. experience, by 
wealth and power, which is at length obliged.to confefs its impotence, 


QO 


to call upon us to affift it wi ith new laws, to enable it to offer a re- 
ward for evidence againit him, and throw down the boundaries of 
natural juftice, that he may be hartafled, cenfured and opprefled, 
upon whom it cannot be proved that he ever deviated from the laws 
or employed his power for any other end than the promotion: of the 
public happinefs, 

Had the officers of the crown, my Lords, when his influence.was 
reprefented fo great, and his dominion {o abfolute, projected, any 
juch mea fures for his. d efence ; had they prepoled to, filence his 


opponents 
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opponents ibycallins them to a trial, and ‘offered a fated price for 
accufations'‘againft them, how loudly would they have been charged 
with: the moit flagrant violation of the laws, and the moft open dif- 


ehts of nature; with how much vehemence ‘would it 


> 


regard of the ri 
have been urged, that they were intoxicated with their fuccefs, and 
F 


that. inthe full fecurity of power they thought themfelves entitled to 


neglect the great -diftinétions of right and wrong, and determined to 
employ the law for the completion of thofe purpoles, in which juftice 
would give them no afliftance, 

I doubt not that your Lordthips will eafily perceive, that this cen- 
fure is equally juft in either cafe ; that you will not allow any man 
to be profecuted by methods which he ought not to have ufed in his 
ewn cafe; that you will not expofe ary man to hardthips, from which 
every other member of the community is exempt; that you will not 
fuffer any man to be tried by hired evidence; and that you will not 
condemn him whom the law acquits. 

Lord Batuursr fpoke next in fubftance as follows :—My Lords, 
The queftion under our confideration has been fo long and fo accu- 
rately debated, that little can be added to the arguments on either fides 
and therefore, though I think it neceflary on fo important an occafion 
to make afolemn declaration of my opinion, I ihall endeavour to 
fupport it, not fo much by any arguments of my own, as by a reca@ 
pitulation and comparifon of thofe which have been already heard by 
your Lordfhips, 

It has not been denied, that the punifhment of crimes is abfolutely 
neceflary to the public fecurity; and as it is evident, that crimes 
cannot be punithed unlefs they are detected, it muft be allowed, that 
the difcovery of wicked meafures ought to be in a very great degree 
the care of thofe who are entrufted with the government of the 
nation ; nor can they better difcharge their truft, than by defeating 
the artifices of intrigue, and blocking up the retreats of guilt. 

This likewife, my Lords, is admitted with fuch reftrictions as feem 
intended to preclude any advantage that might be drawn from the 


ouilt is not to be 


appearance of a conceflion; for it is urged, that 2 


detected by any methods which are not juft, and that no methods are 
jut which are not ufual. 

The firft pofition, my Lords, I have no intention to controvert ; 
asvit is not to violate juftice, but to preferve it from violation, that 
this bill has been projected or defended, But, my Lords, it is to be 
| 7 obferved, 
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obferved, that they who fo warmly recommend the ftriteftt adherence 
to: juftice,feem not’ fully to underftand the duty which they urge, 
To do juftice, my Lords, is to a&-with impagtiality, to’ banifh from 
the mind all regard to perfonal motives, and to confider every quef- 
tion in its whole extent, without fuffering the attention tobe reftraitied 
to particular circumftances, or the judgment >to’ be obftru@ed by 
partial affeGion. 

This rule, my Lords, feems not to have bebe very carefully ob 
ferved by the moft vehement advocates for juftice in the cafe ‘before 
us; for they appear not to be folicitous that any fhould recéive 
juftice but the perfon mentioned in the bill; they do not remember, 
that the public has cried out for juftice more than twenty years, for 
juftice which has not yet been obtained, ‘and which can be obtained 
only by the method now propofed. 

It is neceflary, my Lords, for thofe who are fo watchful “againtt 
the breach of juftice, to prove that any means can be unjuft. which 
have no other tendency than the detection of wickednefs, ‘of wicked~ 
nefs too artful or too powerful to be punithed by the common rules 
of law. ! 

The introduction of new methods of profecution, is the natural 
confequence of new fchemes of villainy,°or new arts of evafion; 
nor is it neceflary that precedents fhould be produced, when the wif- 
dom of the legiflature concurs in acknowledging the neceffity of ‘€x- 
traordinary meafures. ‘Though our conftitution is in'the higheft de- 
gree excellent, I never yet heard that it was perfect, and whatever is 
not perfect may be improved. Our laws, however wife, are yet 
the contrivances of human policy; and why fhould we defpair° of 
adding fomewhat to that which we inherit from our anceftors?) Why 
fhould we imagine, that they anticipated every contingency, and left 
nothing for fucceeding ages ? , 

Pthink, my Lords, with the higheft regard both of our laws and 
thofe by whom they were enacted, but I look with no lefs veneration 
on this illuftrious aflembly ; I believe your Lordfhips equal to your 
progenitors in abilities; and therefore, fince you cannot bit outgo 
them in experience, am confident that you may make improvements 
in the fabric which they have ere€ted ; that you may adorn’ it with 
new beauties, or ftrengthen it with new fupports. 

It cannot at Jeaft be dénied; that your Lordfhips have all the power 
of your anceftors; and fince every law was once new, it is certaim 

they 
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they. were far from. imagining. that there was always a neceflity of 
enquiring. after precedents, If the argument drawn from, the want 
of precedents be now of any force, let it be proved that its force was 
lefs. in. any former reign ; and Jet it be confidered how our govern- 
tnent could have attained: its prefent excellence, had this Houfe, in- 
fteadof applying to’every grievance its proper remedy, been amufed 
with turning over journals, and looking upon every new emergence 
for precedents, of which it is certain that there muft have been a 
time.in which they were not to be found. 

In all regulations eftablifhed by the legiflature, it is fufficient that 

they do not produce confufion by being inconfiftent with former laws, 
that they unite eafily with our conftitution, and do not tend to. the 
embarrafiment of the machine-of government. This confideration, 
my Lords, has been in a very remarkable manner regarded by thofe 
who drew up the bill before us;.a bill of which the noble Duke has 
proved, that it will.be fo far from perplexing our judicial proceed- 
ings; that it will reconcile the law. to itfelf, and free us from, the 
neceflity of obeying one precept by the neglect of another. 
_ The arguments of the noble Duke are fuch as, in my opinion, can- 
not be anfwered, or heard: impartially .without conviction... The 
maxims.quoted by him are each of them inconteftably true; they are 
on.this occafion incompatible, and this is the only method by which 
they can be reconciled. 

Nor has he only fhewn. the. propriety of the bil) by. irrefragable 
reafons, but has proved likewife, that. it is,confiftent, not only with 
the conftitution. of our government, but.with the practice of our 
anceftors’; he has fhewn, that it may be fupported not only by rea~ 
fon, but by bills of the fame kind, enacted on occafions of far, lefs 
importance. 

He has proved, my Lords, all that the moft fcrupulous enquirer 
can wifh; he has made it.evident, that the bill would be. proper, 
though it were unprecedented; he has produced many precedents in 
fupport of it, and has thereby evinced, that the only prefent queftion 
is, Whether it is juft? ‘To the precedents alledged by him it has 
been objected, that they differ in fome particulars.. But when, my 
Lords, did any two actions, however common, agree in every cir- 
cumftance? Relations may be complicated without end, and every, 


new complication produces new appearances, which, however, are 
always 
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always to be dilregarded while the conftituent principles remain 


If we confider the difficulties in which the opponents of the bill 
have involved themfelves, it will not be eafy to think well of a caufe, 
which gives birth to fuch, wild aflertions, and extravagant opinions: 
‘They have firft, by requiring precedents, determined, that our con- 
Hitution muft be henceforward for ever at a ftand; and then, by 
declaring that no precedents are of any weight, in which every 
circumftance is not. parallel to the cafe in debate, have debarred us 
from the repetition of any. occafional law; they have declared, 
almoft in plain terms, themfelves ufele{s, and deltroyed that autho- 
rity at once, which they feem fo much afraid’ of communicating ta 
the Commons, 

But by none of their arts. of fubtle diftin@ion, my Lords, have 
they been able to evade the argument which arifes from the con- 
formity of this bill to the common practice of out courts; an argu- 
ment which has produced no other anfwer than loud declamations ; 
againft the indecency of comparing with pickpockets and pe al 
men, a noble perfon, a minifter of acknowledged merit, long graced 
with the favour of his Sovereign, and long io fea Nes with the higheft 
buts § 

I, my Lords, am very far from pleafing myfelf with licentious or 
indecent language ; I am far from envying any man that exaltatien 
which he obtains either by good or by bad ations; and have no in- 
indian of levelling the perfon, whofe conduct I defire to fee exa- 
mined, with the profligate or infamous. Yet I cannot forbear ta 
obierve, that high rank is an aggravation of villainy; that to have 
enjoyed the favour of his Sovereign, is no defence, of him that has 
abufed it ; and that high truft is an honour only to that man, whoy 
when he lays down his office, dares ftand an enquiry. 

Fad there been no precedent in our judicial proceedings, my Lords, 
which bore any refemblance to this bill, there would not from thence 


Opie 


have arifen any juft objection. Common proceedings are eftablithed 


for common occafions ;. and it feems to have been the principle of 
our anceftors, that it is better to give ten guilty perfons an oppor- 
tunity of efcaping juftice, than to punifh one innocent perfon. by an 
unjuft fentence. A prineiple which, perhaps, might not be erroneous 
in common cafes, in which.only one individual was injured by anos 
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ther, or when the trial was by the law committed to a common jury, 
who might eafily be mifled. 

They might likewife imagine, my Lords, that a criminal, encou- 
raged by a fortunate.efcape to a repetition of his guilt, would un- 
doubtedly fome time fall into the hands of the law, though not ex- 
tended on purpofe to feize him; and therefore they conftituted their 
proceedings in fuch a manner, that innocence might at leaft not be 
entrapped, though guilt fhould fometimes gain a reprieve. 

But in the prefent cafe, my Lords, every circumftance requires a 
different conduct. By the crimes. which this bill-is intended to de- 
tect, not fingle perfons, or private families, but whole nations, and 
all orders of men have long been injured and opprefied, and opprefled 
with fuch fuccefs, that the criminal has no temptation to’ renew his 
practices ; 
the trial will be heard by this Houfe, by perfons whofe integrity fets 
them above corruption, and whofe wifdom will not be deceived by 
falfe appearances. 

This. confideration, my Lords, affords an unanfwerable reply to 


nor is there any danger of an erroneous fentence, becaufe 


1 


thofe who reprefent'the bill as ill-concerted, becaufe the evidence to 
be procured by it, is the teftimony of men, partners, by ran own 
confeffion, in the crimes which they reveal. 

Every court, my Lords, examines the credibility o 


é 2 
and the known corruption of thefe men. may be properly pleaded at 
the trial, where your Lordfhips will balance every circumftance with 
your known impartiality, and examine how far every aflertion is 
invalidated by the character of the witnefs, and how far it is cons 
firmed by a corroboratory concurrence of known events, or fupport- 
ed by other teftimonies not liable to the fame exception. 

Thus, my Lords, it may be obferved how quickly the clouds are 
difperfed with which intereft or perverfenefs have endeavoured to 
obfcure the truth, and how met Sy the eA ey objections which the 
greateft abilities could raife againft this bill are confuted, or how ap- 


parently, when they are clofely examined, whey confute themfelves. 
One of the objections that require no anfwer is, that which has 
been raifed with-regard to the extent of the indemnity offered in the 


bill, which, in the opinion of thofe that oppofed it, ought to be re- 


q ¢ 


ftrained to particular perfons. But that it is chiefly, if not folely, 
intended to be applied to thofe who have refufed to anfwer the ae 
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convinced 5 it was, however, neceflary’ to draw itp in Wenerat 
terms, ‘left ‘other artifices’ might Nave been” employed, and deft,’ by 
pointing out ‘particular perfons, opportunity might “have ‘been! given 
to deprive the public of their evidence, ‘by prevailing upon them to 
withdraw. 

The bill ‘was juftly ftiled, by a noble Lord, 2 bill to ‘prevent ae 


enquiry from being impoffible.’ The’ difficulty of enquiries for’ the 
public’ is well known; and the difficulty arifes chiefly ‘from the 
inability of the people to reward their advocates, or their evidence. 
The ftate of the court, my Lords, is very different ; the crown can- 
not only pardon, but advance thofe that have on any occafion’ pro- 
moted its intereft ; and T hope it will not be too much power to be 
for once granted to the people, if they aré empowered to throw a 
fimple indemnification into the balance, and try whether ‘with the 
flight addition of truth, and reafon, and juftice, it will be’ able ‘to 
weigh down titles, and wealth, and’power. 

It has been urged, that there is danger left this bill fhould become 
a precedent: Thope, my Lords, the fame occafion will not ‘often 
happen; and whenever it fhall hereafter occur, the precedent of 
paffing the bill will be much lefs dangerous than that of rejecting it. 

I hope it is not neceffary to fay more’on this occafion; yet I can- 
not forbear to remind fome Lords of the fatal confequences which 
at critical conjunctures they have often dreaded, or appeared to dread; 
from a‘ difagreement of this Houfe with the Commons. At’ this 
time, in which the nation is engaged in war, when the whole 'conti= 
nent is one general fcene of difcord and confufion ; when the wifeft - 
counfels, the firmeft unanimity, and the moft vigorous meafures are 
apparently neceflary, it might not be improper to refle@t, how un- 
feafonably we fhall irritate the Commons by rejecting this bill, ‘and 
how juftly we fhall exafperate the people, by fhewing them that their 
complaints and remonftrances are of no weight; that they muft expect 
the redrefs of their grievances from fome other power’; ‘and that we 
prefer the impunity of one man to the happinefs and fafety of the 
public. | 

Lord [nay fpoke next to the following purpofe :—My Lords, As 


fy 
iq 


ir : : ; 
there has in this debate been very frequent mention of extraordinary 
iy : ait 
tice cafes, of new modes of wickednefs, which require new forms Of 
pay ses het ges iil 
ap | procedure, and new arts of eluding juftice, which i>*ks new methods 
“iy of profecution ‘neceflary, I cannot forbear to ley Bemre your Lord- 
| fhips 
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fhips, my fentiments on this queftion ; fentiments not fo much formed 
by reflection as.imprefled by experience, and which 1. owe) not..to 
any fuperior degree of penetration into. future events, but to fubfe- 
quent. difcoveries of my own errors. 

I have obferved, my Lords, that in every collifion of parties, that 
occafion.on which their paflions. are inflamed, is always termed an 
extraordinary conjuncture, an important crifis. of affairs, either be- 
caufe men affect to talk in ftrong terms of the bufinefs in which they 
are engaged, for the fake of aggrandizing themfelves in their own 
opinion and that of the world, or becaufe the prefent object appears 
greateft to their fight by. intercepting others, and that is. imagined 
by them to be really moft important in itfelf, by which their own 
pleafure is moft affected. 

On. thefe extraordinary oceafions, my Lords, the viGtorious have 
always.endeavoured to fecure their conqueft, and to gratify. their 
paffions by new laws, by laws, even in the opinion of thofe by whom 
they are promoted, only juftifiable by the prefent exigence.. And no 
fooner has a new rotation of affairs given the fuperiority to another 
party, than another law equally unreafonable and equally new, is 
found equally neceflary for a contrary purpofe.. Thus is our confti- 
tution violated by both, under the pretence of fecuring it from, the 
attack of each other, and lafting evils have been admitted for.the fake 
of averting a temporary danger. 

Lhave been too long acquainted with mankind to charge any party 
with infincerity in their conduct, or to accufe them of affecting to 
.Feprefent. their difputes as more momentous than they appeared to 
their own eyes... 1 know, my. Lords, how highly every man learns 
to value that which he has long contended for, and how.eafily every 
man prevails upon himfelf to believe the fecurity of the public. com- 
plicated with his own.» I have no other intention in thefe remarks, 
than to fhew how men are betrayed into a concurrence in meafures, 
of which, when the ardour of oppofition has fubfided, and the ima- 
ginary danger is paft, they have very feldom failed to repent. 

I do not remember, my Lords, any deviation from the eftablifhed 
order of our conftitution, which has not afterwards produced remorfe 
in thofe that advifed it, I have known many endeavour to obviate 
the evils that might be produced by. the precedents which they have 
contributed to eftablifh, by public declarations of their repentance, 
and acknowledgments of their error; and for my part, I take this 
opportunity 
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opportunity of declaring, that though I have more than once promated 
extraordinary bills, I be not recolle& one which I would not now 
oppofe, nor one of which experience has not fhewn mie, that the 
danger is greater than the benefit. 

Thave learned at length, my’ Lords, that our éonttiheeion has been 
fo formed by the wifdom of our anceftors, that it is able to protect 
itfelf by itscown powers, without any affiftance from temporary ex+ 
pedients,-which, like fome kinds of medicines in the human body, | 
may give it the appearance of uncommon vigour, but which, in 
fecret, prey upon its nobleft parts, and hurty it to a fudden decay. 

But none of all the meafures into which’ I have {cen parties 
precipitated by acrimony and impetuofity; have\ I known parallel to 
the hips which 1s now Hghthen sh in this Houfe ; a bill which I hope’ 
we fhall have reafon to term: the wildeft effort of mifguided zeal, and 
the moft ab urd elas that the enthufiafm of faction ever produced. 

The particular claufes of this bill have been already examined with 
great base and penetration, and have all tle fhewn to be 
abfurd or ia I fhall the: periak aoe add this ite that 


} thote ne Shall 1 receive Hs erable by shes when 
fuch difcoveries are‘ not made as they may happen to expect, the 


Rivet 
PELE 


ielles may be charged with referve and infincerity, and be profe- 
cuted for thofe crimes which could never have been known but by 


their own confeffion, 

It is not impoflible, but that if the bait’ df indemnification thall 
be found infuficient to produce teftimonies againft the noble perfon; 
a bill of pains and penalties may be attempted to terrify thofe who 

€ too wile to be enfnared by fpecious promifes ; for what may not 
bé Eesoadie from thofe who have already fent their fellow-fubjects to 
prifon, only for refufing to accufé themfelves ? 

Nor can I difcover, my Lords, how the moft abandoned villains 
will be-hinde ed’ from procuring indemnity by perjury, or what fhall 
exclude a confpirator againft the life and government of his Ma- 
jefty from pardon, if he fwears, that in a plot’ for fetting the Pre- 
tender on the throne, he was affifted by the counfels of the Earl of 
Orford. 

It has indeed been in fome degree granted, that the bill requires 
fome amendment, by propofing that the neceflary. alterations may be 
made to fuch parts of it as fhall appear defeQiv@ to the committee; 
| which 
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which would indeed be highly expedient, if only fome particular 
claufes were exceptionable; but, my Lords, the intention of the a 
bill is cruel and oppreflive ; the meafures by which that intention is 
promoted are contrary to law, and without precedent; and the 
original principle is falfe, as it fuppofes 4 criminal previous to the 
crime. 

It is urged as the moft prefiing argument by the advocates for the 
bill, that it ought to be pafled to gratify the people. I know not, 
my Lords, upon what principles thofe who plead fo earneftly for rigid 
juftice, can endeavour to influence our decifions by any other mo- 
tives; or why they think it more equitable to facrifice any man to 
the refentment of the people, than to the malice of any fingle perfon; 
nor can conceive why it fhould be thought lefs criminal to fell our 


voices for popularity than for preferment. 


As this is therefore, my Lords, a bill contrary te all former laws, 
and inconfiftent with itfelf; as it only tends to produce a bad end by 
bad means, and violates the conftitution not t6 relieve but to opprefs ; 
as the parts, fingly confidered, are defective, and the whole grounded 
upon a falfe principle; it neither requires any longer debate, nor 
deferves any farther confideration; it is rather to be detefted than 
criticifed, and to be rejected without any fuperfluous attempt for its 
amendment. | 

[The aforementioned Lords were all who fpoke in this debate. 
The queftion being then put, Whether the bill fhould be committed ? 
It pafled in the negative. 


Content 47 Not content 092 Vb 

) Wp tae 

Proxies 10 Proxies Ly a 
§7 109 


But a Proteft was entered on this occafion, figned by 28 Lords; 


the former part of it drawn from the fpeech of the Duke of Argyle, 
and the latter part of it from that of Lord Carteret. ] 
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H, O.US2E.o OF) 20-2. DS. 
May 20, 1742. 
On the Security and Protetiion of Trade and Navigation. 


The fame day that the Lords read a firft time the indemnification 
bill, they read. alfo’ for the firft time a bill fent from the Commons, 
entitled, 4n Ad? for the better protecting. and fecuring the Trade, and 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Time of War. As this bill had a re- 
markable. rife, pafled the Commons without a divifion, and the end 


“‘propofed'by it was. fo commendable, it may be proper to give fome 


account. of. it before we proceed to the debate thereon in the Houfe 
of Lords. 

It. may be remembered, that we have mentioned great caufe of 
complaint on accouut of the lofles fuftained by the Britifh merchants 
from. the enemy’s privateers, who were not fufficiently checked. ‘The 
merchants and traders.of London, Briftol, and other cities, haying 
applied to the adminiftration in, vain, prefented petitions to both 
Houfes, fetting forth, among other things, ‘* that notwithftanding 
“€ the growing infolence of the Spanifh privateers, the applications 
“¢ of the fuffering merchants for protection and. redrefs, had been 
“* neglected ; that numbers of. his Majefty’s moft ufeful fubjects have 
“been reduced to want and imprifonment, or, compelled by inhu- 
«<.man treatment, and defpairing of a Cartel for the exchange of 
“© prifoners, had enlifted in the fervice of Spain; that there had been 
« various neglects and delays in the appointment of convoys, and 
“© fome of the commanders of the few that had been granted, deferted 
‘¢ the fhips under their care at fea, and left them as a prey to the 
s* enemy,” &c. 

One petition farther fays, “ That the want of fhips of force pro- 
“< perly ftationed, encouraged the enemy to increafe the number of 
“¢ their privateers.” 

Another, “¢ That. moft of the captures were almoft on our coait, 
‘*. inthe channel and foundings, at a time when the naval force.of 


“6 Britain 
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“¢ Britain was greater than ever was known, a few fhips of which 
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** might have ruined the enemy’s privateers.” 
One fet of the petitioners apprehend, ‘* that moft of the captures 


** might have been prevented, had a few fhips “been properly fta- 


il 


** tioned on this fide Cape Finifterre, and the commanders kept to 


the (tricteft duty.” 


r 
e 


Other petitioners “* are not a little alarmed, not only at the in- 
creafe aud number of the Spanifh privateers lately equipped, but 
** at the unexpected great ftrength the enemy have lately fhewn in 
<S-the Bk dik oudnieade by which their trade int become more pre- 
“carious than ever.” 

The laf petition delivered in was from the Mayor, ‘Al 
and Commons of the city of London, fetting forth, ** that they had 
“*. feen a powerful and well provided fleet remain inactive in our 
‘¢ own ports, or more inglorioufly putting to fea, without the ap 
“¢ pearance of any enterprize in view; while our trading veficls were 


‘‘ daily expofed to the privateers of an inconfiderable port, and a 


“© feeble enemy holds our naval power in derifion, to the ruin of 
“ trade, the enriching the enemy, and the difgrace of the Britith 
¢ name.” 

Their general requeft is, ** That they may have regular convoys, 
“ and that the commanders be ordered not to defert their charge 
‘*’when in danger; that cruizers be properly ftationed, fubject to 
“© {uch infpection as fhall beft anfwer the end defigned.” 

They all concluded with praying, “‘ that the Houfe would mak 
“ {uch provifion for the future fecurity of the navigation and com- 
«¢ merce of thefe kingdoms as they fhall think fit.” 

The petitions were feverally referred to the confideration of a 
committee of the whole Houfe, and the followi ng orders made’ for 
neceflary papers to be laid before the Houfe. 

1. An account of his Ma ajefty’s fhips of war which have’ been 
employed fince the beginning of laft year, as cruizers for the pro- 
tection of the trade of this kingdom on’ this fide Cape Finiterre, 
the ftations of fuch fhips, and how long ordered to continue there- 
upon, with the times of their going to fea, and their returning Into 
port; when fuch fhips were cleared, and. which of them tallowed, 
and when refpeCtively. 

2. The journals of the commanders of fuch of his Majefty’s fhips 
of war as have been employed, fince the commenceinent of the pre- 
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fent war as cruifers for the protection of trade;"on ‘this fide: Cape 
Finifterre. 

3- An account of the fhips of war built in any of his Majefty’s 
yards, which have been launched fince-July 1729, 'the times when | 
launched, when firft putto fea, and on what fervices employed. 

4. An account of the fhips of war built in private yardsfor his 
Majefty’s fervice, in the faid time; diftinguifhing the times when ‘con- 
tracted for, when launched, when firft put: to: fea, os on» what fer- 
vices employed. 

5. An-account of the fhips and veflels purchafed:for his Majefty’s 
fervice fince the faid time, diftinguifhing when purchafed, when firtt 
put to fea, and what fervices employed'in. 

6..An account of the fhips of war appointed as convoys: to: the 
trade of this kingdom:to foreign parts, dince the commencement of 
the prefent war, diftinguifhing the fhips appointed, and the particuler 
pin together with the:notices given to the traders of the time 

fixed: for their failing, and the times they failed refpeGively. 
7.0That -his Majefty be addrefled) for the report of the com- 
miffioners for:executing the office of Lord High Admiral to his:/Ma- 
jefty in Council, upon the petition of the merchants, relating totheir 
lofies during theiwar,: tobe laid before the Houfe. 

8. That the-{choolmafter and a mariner on board his Majefty’s 
fhip:the Duke, do attend the {aid Committee. 

Six days after thefe orders pafled, the faid accounts and report: were 
prefented to the Houfe by the Secretary of the Adiiralty. 

There were: alfo laid before them: copies of above one, hundred 
letters, from and ‘to the Secretary of State, Admirals; Ambafladors, 
Confuls, Commanders of his Majefty’s fhips, and trading, veflels ; 
from the commiffioners of the fick and hurt feamen,; with heads/of a 
cartel for exchange of prifoners; and memorials and reprefentations 
from, merchants. 

Alfo.a lift of fhips taken fince the commencement of the war, and 
of the prifoners made by the enemy, alfo letters from feveral..of them 
relating to theirtreatment, and from the vaptain-General of. the 
province where the faid feamen were imprifoned, relating toan ex- 
change ; feveral certificates and depofitions, and a’ propofal by the 
Lords of the Admiralty for a general exchange. of prifoners); -alfo 
copies.of the orders of the Commiffioners of Admiralty to,Captains 
nd,Commanders on. the enemy’s coat. 

Petitions 


“¢o'the inftruGions eftablifhed for good government, with the: nar: Hare 
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Petitions from the wives of feamen taken prifoners ; letters to and 
from the principal officers of the enemy, prifoners in Britain,» relating 
to)the exchange. 

Certificates of the difcharge of feveral prifoners, by the enemy, on 
promifethatva like number of the prifonerssin Britain fhould be 
difcharged. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty alfo laid before the Houfe. a book 


of the regulations and inftructions relating to the fea fervice, eftablifh- 
ed by his Majefty in Council. 

Thefe requifites being laid before the Houfe of Commons, they 
went into a Committee on the 23d day of their fitting, heard one of 
the petitioners, feveral witneiles, and defired to fit again. 

In the mean time was prefented to the Houfe feventeen other letters 
concerning fea affairs, andan account when the Eaft India Company 
firft applied fince the war began for a convoy to St. Helena, and when 
they failed, and what number of fhips came under the faid convoy, 
and on the 25th day of fitting the Committee heard’ more witnefles. 

Next day they proceeded, when an account was brought in of the 
Spanith prifoners releafed, by what.orders, and on what conditions ; 
alfo'an account of the number of feamen employed the laft year, dif. ih 
tinguifhing how many at home, and how many abroad, alfo>of- the 
number of fhips and veflels of war, diftinguifhing the rates. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty alfo prefented a lift of the names 
ofthe merchant fhips, and the mafters, as have behaved fo negligently 
as to delay the convoys from whom they had taken failing-orders, or 
that have abandoned the fame, or that have been any ways. difobedient 


ration of the facts fince the beginning of the war. 

Alfo copies’of the reafons given in writing by fuch Commanders of 
his Majefty’s fhips as have been appointed in this war as cruifersion 
this fide Cape Finifterre, for leaving their ftations or for coming into 
port, before the time required by their orders, which papers were 
fixty-one in number. an 

All which’ werereferred to: the faid..Committce, and: then they i fl 
heard fome other evidence, and after further proceeding defired leave 1) a 
to fit again. a 

Next’day the Secretary of the Admiralty prefented copies of all ap- 
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thereon, whith papers were above: forty, of which eight: were ‘peti. 
tions to get convoys for fingle fhips. 


ary 


All which papers and accounts were referred to the faid) Gomimit- 


3 
Ai 


eee 


tee, which was’ to proceed again onthe» 28th ‘day, ‘but;the:Heufes 
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were defired. to adiourn:for fifteen:dayss -) When the) Houfe.met again 


the’ faid Secretary prefented copies: of all complaints: made fince-the 


war began, to the Commifiioners of the. Admiralty, againit, or res 


lating to. commanders leaving the-trade under their convoy; or their 


ftations, or for impreffing feamen out: of coutward-bound!fhips ‘after 


clearance, or homeward-bound before they reached their port,: of for 


other mifbehaviour, or itjury done by them: to tradey «with amaccount 
of what has been done thereupon. 


Thefe papers, including the complaints: and:the orders:given there 


upon, which aremuch the greater part,) with jufifications: from the 
commanders, were in number-forty ;) but we ought not to emit that 
among{t them therée.is'a-reprefentation of the Portugal merchants in 
favour of one commander, Capt. Ambrofe, who: had! taken feveral 


of the enemy’s privateers: 
On the 23d day of fitting was prefented, from the office for the 
fick and wounded feamen, copies of the returns from fuch perfons:as 


have been empowered to pay his Majefty’s bounty to the Britith fub- 
jeCts, prifoners in the: ports of Spain, diftinguifhing the number of 


men paid each month, and what ‘fhips they belonged: to, and« when 


taken, 


\lforan account of the number of men»who have been put fickon 


fhore from his Majefty’s thips, into the hofpitals lat .yeary diftinguith= 
J p d Ss 


ing’ how many died, and how many were returned to the! hips, or 
runaway, or were otherwife difpofed of. 

Which-papers were referred to the faid Committees and: the Houfe 
went into it, heard further evidence, and the Chairman defired leave 
torfit again, 

Accordingly they proceeded on this affair the 35th day, and heard 
further evidence. 

On the 37th day mere papers were laid before the Houfe, being 
three ieveral orders iffued by the Admiralty to the Commandersiof his 
Majefty’s fhips in the ports of Portugal, or -fuch as hall have-occas 
fion to put into'the faid ports; alfo an eftimate of the debt of the 
havy ; which were referred to the {aid Committee, and. the, Houfe 

went 
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went into ity and came to feveral refolutions which, were reported the 
next day, and are as follow, 

Phe fittrefolution was, That it appeared to the Committee, that 
notwithftanding the repeated applications of the merchants for.cruifers 
to be properly ftationed for the protection of the trade of this. nation 
from the privateers of Spain, the due and neceflary care has’not been 
taken to keep a proper number of his Majefty’s fhips employed.in that 
)  fervice,; more efpecially in and near the Channel and Soundings ; for 
want of which, many fhips had been taken. by the enemy, fome of 
them of confiderable value, to the great lofs of many of his Majefty’s 
|  fnbjects,. the great advantage and encouragement of the enemy, and 
| the difhonour of this nation. II. That the detention of the thips 

bound to Portugal for near twelve months, by the refufal of protections 
for fome time, and the delay of convoys afterwards, gave our rivals 
in trade an opportunity of introducing new fpecies of their woollen 
manufactures into Portugal, to the great detriment of this kingdom. 
Upon this foundation the Houfe ordered that) a bill be brought in 
for the better protecting and fecuring the trade. and navigation of this 
kingdom in times of war; and that the Lord Mayor of London, 
(fince deceafed) and Sir John Barnard, do prepare and, bring in 
the fame. 
On the 1f day of April, being the sgth of their-fitting, the Lord 
| Mayor of London prefented, according to order, a bill for the better 
protecting and fecuring the trade and navigation of this kingdom in 
time,of war, and the fame was received and read a firft time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond time, and to be printed. 
By reafon of fome omiffion, we do not find when the bill was rea j 
a fecond time; but, on the 7ad fitting, a day was appointed to go 
.into ‘a Committee on the 79th, when they did, and made feveral 
amendments, which were reported on the 82d day, and with amends 
ments to one of them were agreed to, and ordered to be engrofieds 
At their 87th fitting the bill was read a third time and pafled, and the 
Lord Mayor of London was ordered to carry the bill to the Lords, 
and defire their concurrence. © And three days after ity was read by 
their Lordthips a firft time, and is as follows; the words within thefe 
marks [ ]} fhewing how the blanks were filled up, and the amend+ 
ments made in its progrefs through the Houle of Comuzons with 
notes of the words left out, 
N 4 
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An AB forthe better proteEting and feciring of the Trade-and. Navigation : 
of this: kingdom in times of war: 
< WHEREAS it: is: heceflar ys in temes/of warjothatra fuficient 


number of {hips fhould-be ‘appointédy and kept conftantl y>émploveds 
as cruifers, ‘in proper ftations, for the protection and fecurity) of: the 
trade-and ‘navigation of: this kingdoms be ith enacted by the King’s 

Moft.Excellent Majefty, by and with’ the advice and: eonfent 6f both 
loufes of the Senate in this prefent Council aflembled;/and bythe 


authority of the fame, “Chat when and’as often as this kingdom fhall 


be-engaged in war with any kingdom or ftate in Europes (over and 


above the fhips of war for the line of battle, and for convoys to remote 
parts) fuch a number of thips of war: as fhall be fuficient for the pro- 
tection and fecurity of the merchant fhips, in: their going out and re= 
turning home, fhall be conftantly employed-as cruifers, or for’ cén= 
voys; in and near the Britifh Channel and Soundings, and in fach 
other {tations on this fide Cape Finifterre,-as fhall by the Lord High 
Admiral,’ or Commiffioners for executing the office of Lord High 


Admiral of Great-Britain for the time being, be judged mof proper 


Fd 


for that purpofe; the aforefaid fhips of war to be careened/at leatt 


gee 


fthree] times in the year; or eftener if there be occafio ion3:-and that 
the feamen. on board any fuch cruifers {hall not be. turned cover: into 


any other. fhip. or. flips, but. fuch only as fhall ‘be appointed ‘for 


cruifing, or home convo ih according to the tenor of this a, 
(2...) Provided. alway 


faid, Chat nothing belie contained fhall réftrain; or be conftriled:¢q 


s, and be jt enacted iby the authority afore u 


ra) ° 1 r¥e ° - . A 
rettrain, the Lord High Admiral or Commifioners for executing the 


5! 
office.of Lord H: ith Admiral for the time bein,’ from dire@ing any 


of the fhips: which fhall be appointed to be cruifersin purfuante of 


this. a€t, to be employed in the line of battle, {in cafe of great nex 


pA px ie ct. tna d { +e} i, ’ : ds 
cefiity): on this fide. Cape Finifterre, without whofe immediate di- 
rection, the faid fhips fhall be always cruihing, or employed as home 


CONVOYS, except wh en th ey are careeni ns or refitting. 


(3:) .$¢ And be it ena&e d by the saath i aforefaid, That the Lord 


Higi, Admiral, or Commifiioners. for executing the office of Lord 


High Aedidinal for the time being, fhall on or before the [firft day of 


July next] authorife and appoint a CommifGoner of the Navy. “or 
PI Ys 


fome one or more ae or perions, who fhall conflantly refide at 
fuch place or places -as_ his s. Majefty fhall dire@?; by virtue of which 


appol nt- 
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appointment,” fuch perfon‘or perfons, in the place or places for which 
he or they, fhali be appointed, fhall fuperintend ‘or overfee every thing 
relating’ to the aforefaid cruifers ; and fhall take cave that every thing 
neteflaty- be: immediately provided: for all ‘and every the aforefaid 

cruifing fhips of war, that fhall come into any port by ftrefs of. weather, 
or to c2tcen or refit; and!as foon’as they or any of them are refitted, 
fhall order allor any of the {aid fhips of -war to put to fea again as 
foon'as pofiible. 

(arly it And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That 
from and after the faid [firft day of July] if any Captain, or other 
officer on board any of his Majefty’s fhips of war, fhall ‘wilfully 
fpring, carry away, or lofe any maft or mafts of any fuch-fhip*, or 
fhall: make any falfe pretence or excufe for leaving the ftation ‘on 
which fuch fhip or fhips fhall’ be appointed to cruife, or fhall return 
into port before the expiration of the term appointed for his cruife, 
without juft and fufficient reafon for fo doing, every Captain ‘or 
officer offending in any of the aforefaid cafes, [fhall be punithed by 
fine, imprifonment, or otherwife, as the offence by a Court Martial 
fhall be adjudged to deferve.] 

(5.) ** And to the intent i it may be the more eafily known 
what fervice the aforefaid cruifers fhall every year perform, be 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the CommiMfioner of the 
Navy in each ef the out-ports, or fuch perfon or perfons as frail; for 
that purpofe, be Leaders by the Lord High Admiral, or 'Commif- 


fioners for seats the office of Lord High Admiral fo 


ig 


being, -fhall tranfmit to him or them, ever y [three months | 
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and feparate account digefted into peepee colu eit of 
any of the fhips appointed 'to be cruifers, failed out of port, when fueh 
thip camein, together with the number of F de ays caft up that fuch fhip 


ie time when 


was Out upon duty, and the reafons of her’ putting into port, andthe 
time and: reafons of her ftay there ; with an account how often, and 
the times when each of the faid fhips have been careened every year 
and that the Lord High Admiral, or Commiffioners for executing the 
officeof Lord High Admiral for the time being, {hall caufe copies of 
the faid accounts to be laid before both Houfes of ‘the Senate ' within 
feight days] after their meeting. 

(6.) “-And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That 


the Lord Hich Admiral, or Commifficners for executing the ofice 


* Left out, or /bips, 
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Lord High Admiral for thé time being, thallyon or before ithe faid 
[hrft day of July }nominate and appoint fuch a number of the fhips of 
war, as fhall be fufficient for the purpofes aforementioned, 6 \be 
cruifers or ‘convoys on this fide ‘Cape Finifterre for the current year, 


fats 


axe. omnt 


seed 


and fhall afterwards Jeanie and every year, duting the prefent) of any 
future war, between the [ firft day of N ovember] and the [firdt day of 
December] nominate and appoint a fu‘ficient numberof ships of war 
to be cruifers or convoys on ig fide Cape Finitterre: for the yeat 


enfuing'; and as often as.any of them {hall happen tobe taken or loft; 


fall, as foon as may be, appoint saiaaies in the room of every thip fo 


cae 


taken or lott. 

(7): ** And whereas itis. of the utmoft importance. to the trade of 
this nation, that the captains or commanders of his Majefty’s fhips 
of war appointed for convoys to and from remote parts, fhould:take 
due care of the merchant fhips committed to their charge; be it 
therefore enacted by the authority aforefaid, ‘That every captain’ or 
commander of any of his Majefty’s fhips of war, who, on or after 
the bill {hall commence, fhall be appointed convey or guard.to any 
merchant fhips or veflels, or who fhall have any. merchant, hips or _ 
veflels under his charge, do and fhall diligently attend upon fuch charge 
without delay, and in and during the courfecof the voyage take the 


Meerrsengens 


utmoft care of fuch merchant fhips and veffels, and do and hall 


: 


iq 
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every evening fee that the whole number of the faid»merchant ships 


and vellels under his convoy be in company with him; and in cafe 
he fhall be obliged in the night time to tack,” or alter his courfe, or 
lie to, ‘that he do and {hall make the proper fignals, to give the mer- 
chant fhips and vefiele, under his convoy, ‘notice ‘thereof; and -if/in 
the morning he fhall find any of the faid merchant fhips and veffels 
to be miffing, he fhall ufe his utmoft endeavours to seit them, and 
{hall not willingly or negligently fail away. from, leave, or forfake 
fuch merchant {hips or veflels, until he has feen'them fafe, fo far as 
he fhall be Jiredied to convoy them; and in cafe any of the faid 
merchant fhips or veffels fhall be in diftrefs, he fhall give them all 
proper and necefiary relief and affiftance, as far as he is able; and in 


(S15 51515151515 15L 


cafe any fuch captain or commanding officer fhall refufe or aepided to 


wd 


£ 
, 


-_ 


do all or any of the matters aforefaid, every fuch captain or com- 


by 


nanding officer fhall [be condemned to make reparation of the 


fo 


damage to the merchants, owners, and others, as the court of admi- 
. ralty 


= 


yD ed ed ed ed ed ae Od ad ed eed heed eed eed Coed eed eed aed Geek ed eed eed aed eed eet ET Oo — 


Ayo17 42 | TRADEOAND NAVIGATION. 187 


talty fhalbadjudge ; and alfo be punifhed according to the quality o¢ 
his offence; as thall be adjudged fit by:a court-martial. } 

-4(8) And whereasit is of the utmoft importance to our fettle+ 
merits in America, and: the trade thereof *, that the commanders of 
the: {hips ftationed there, fhould ufe their beft endeavours for the pro- 
teGtioniand fecurity of fuch trade, [and the colonies there; } be it 
further enacted’ by the: authority aforefaid, “That + none of» his 
Majefty’s thips, which thall be ftationed at any of the faid fettle- 
ments; (hall quit? or leave their {tations under pretence of going to 
careeni or refit, or under any: other pretence whatfoever, without an 
efpecial order from the Lord High Admiral, or commiflioners for 
executing the office of Lord? High Admiral, (or the. commander in 
chief of his Majefty’s fhips of war in thofe feas, or in America t,) 
for the time being |. 

(g) “And to the end that it may appear what fervice the fhips fo 
ftationed fhall perform, be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, Phat 
the captain or commanding officer on board every fuch fhip or vellel, 
fhall keep a diftin® and feparate account, digefted into proper co- 
lumns, of the times when the faid fhip or veflel failed out of port, 
when fuch fhip or veflel came in, the fervice fhe was upon, together 
with the number of days caft up, that fuch fhip or veflel was out 
upon fuch duty, and fhall caufe the fame to be fairly entered in one 
or more book or books, to be kept for that purpofe; fuch entries to 
be digefted in proper columns, and to be [every fix months] tranf- 
mitted to §the captain or commanding officer of every fuch ftation 
fhip; tothe Lord High Admiral, or commifiioners for executing, the 
office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, and fhall alfo fend 
duplicates: of the faid accounts, at the firft opportunity. 

*%* (70) © And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That the Commanders of his Majefty’s fhips of war, on their ar- 
rival at any of the faid fettlements, fhall deliver acopy of the orders 
they fhall have. received from the Lord. High Admiral,. or commi{- 
fioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral,of Britain for 

* Left out, *¢in time of war.” + Left out, ‘‘ during the continuance of 
any fuch war.” t Thefe words were added. | Left out, ‘ or unlefs 
the commander or commanders of fuch fhip or fhips fhall be ordered off their fta- 
tion, to be employed in the line of battle in the American feas, which fhall not be 
done, but in cafes of the greateft neceffity.” § Left: out, * together with, 


the duplicates thereof,” #* This claufe was added in the commuttec. 
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el thetimeibeing;: fo-far -as ae relate to the protection of! the faid:co-= 
Jonies, and of the trade\of the faid colonies, tothe) governor and 
council of the neha colony or plantation where they fhall be 


{tationed ; which orders fhall be entered into the .council’ books of 
fuch colony or plantation’ refpectively ; and the faid governor and 
council are ‘hereby authorized and impowered to give fuch'dire@tions 
in writing to the captains and commanders of {uch ftationed:fhips; as 
they fhall think will be moft for the protection and fecurity of their 
trade: And the faid captains. and: commanders’ are ‘hereby® required 
to conform to, and obferve:the fame, provided the fame'do not cons 
tradict the. inftructions they fhall have received from: the faid Lord 
High Admiral, or commiffioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral for the time being.” 
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My Lords, T know: not by what accident ‘the numerous’ defe%s 
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and general impropriety of this bill have efeaped the attention of the 


<=" 


other Houfe; ‘nor is there any neceflity for examining the motives 
upon which it paffed, or of enquiring whether its reception was. faci- 
litated by the popularity of the title, the influence and autnority of 
thofe by whom it was propofed, or the imaginary defeéts’ of our~pre- 
fent regulations, which have been on fome occafions reprefented’ to 


he i ch as it Is fearcely po offible to change but for the better. 
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he knowledge and experience of thofe who concurred in fending 
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a bill for’ your Lordfhips approbation, cannot but produce fome 
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degree of prepoffeffion in, its favour; for how can it be imagined 
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obfervation) fhould ‘not be «well: verfed in queftions relating chiefly 
to their private intereft, and difcover the nea eit way to their own 
fuccefs ! 

And yet, my Lords, it: will be found that their fagacity has per- 
haps never/fo apparently forfaken them-as:on this oceafion, that no 
propofition was ever laid before this Houfe, in which more contracted 
motives were  difcovered, and that the bill is fuch as might rather 
have, been expected from petty traders, unacquainted with the fitua+ 


tion of kingdoms, the interefts of princes, the arts of policy, the 


pat 


laws, of their. own country, and the conduct of former wars, that 
by merchants of extenfive trafic, general correfpondence, and great 
attainments. 

Before I proceed, my Lords, to confirm the ‘character of the bill 
by a diftinét confideration of the particular paragraphs, and an enu- 
mcration of the feveral improprieties and defects which may be found 
in it, I think it not fuperfiuous or unfeafonable to remark one gene- 
ral error common to this with all other laws of the fame kind, the 
error of prefcribing rules to military operations, of attempting to 
fix what is in its own nature variable, as it muft depend upon external 
caufes to which the Britifh legiflature has yet found no means of 

xtending its authority. 

To dire&t,-upon remote conjeétures and uncertain profpects, the 
condué& of a commander, is, in my opinion, my Lords, not more 
rational than to trace upon a chart the courfe of a fhip, and pronounce 
it criminal to deviate from it. The one fuppofes a foreknowledge of 
the motions of the wind, and the other of the councils of our ene- 
mies; nor can any thing be expected from fuch regulations, but 
overthrow and difgrace. I believe, my Lords, that_in running over 
the hiftories of the world, and examining the originals of the 
mightieft empires, and the fudden revolutions which have been pro- 
duced: by the overpowering torrents of war, which at different pe- 
riods of time have {wept the powers of the earth before them, it will 
be found that-all: rapid conquefts, and fudden extenfions of empire, 
have been effected by fovereign princes at the head of armies which 
acted only by immediate command, that few memorable actions have 
bee performed by. delegated commanders, and. that of thofe few 
whofe names have defcended to pofterity, thofe have. generally been 
moft. fuccefsful who were invefted.with the largeft.powers,,- who 
acted: without controul, and were at liberty to {natch every oppor- 
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tunity, and improve every favourable conjuncture, without/any ne- 
ceflity of communicating their fehemes, of waiting for the’ refult ‘of 
tedious deliberations, or of foliciting a relaxation of former ‘6rdets. 

But, my Lords, though: perhaps ‘all politive preferiptiéns of the 
conduct of military undertakings have a tendency rather to obftru& 
than promote fuccefs, yet as they may. be drawn up with different 
degrees of wifdom and fagacity, they may have'a greater or lef‘ ap- 
pearance of ufefulnefs and reafon. Such as have been well coné 
certed may afford ufeful hints, though they ought not’to be ‘enacted 
with indifpenfable obligations. And to confider even thofe in which 
lefs proofs of {kill and forefight can be difcovered, may have: at leat 
this advantage, that the propofals may not be f{peedily repeated,’ nor 
our counfels embarrafled with abfurd expedients. I fhall therefore 
lay before your Lordfhips my opinion of every paragraph, and thew 
what are the objections which may be raifed both to the whole bill in 
general, and to its particular claufes. 

‘To the bill in general, it muft be objeGted, that it is filled with 
vague expreffions, and ideas fo indeterminate, that no man can tell 
when he has obeyed it.) Here are many rules ordered to be obferved, 
when there fhall be no juft and fufficient ‘reafon for negle@ing ‘them, 
and fome operations to be performed as often as there fhall be occa- 
fron, and fhips are to cruife in a certain’ latitude, unlefs thére is 2 
neceffity of employing them elfewhere. 

Did not the title of this bill, my Lords, give it fome claim to a 
ferious confideration ; and did not: the integrity and capacity of thofe 
by whom it was drawn up, exempt them’ from contempt and ridi- 
cule, [ihould be inclined to treat a law like this with fome degree of 
levity; for who, my Lords, can be ferious when his confent is de- 
fired’to a bill, by which it is ena€ted, that men fhall a@ on ‘certain 
occafions, as they fhall think moft expedient? 

Nor is this, my Lords, the only inftance of precipitancy and want 
of confideration, for many of the injunctions are without any penal 
fanction ; fo that ‘though we fhould pafs this bill-with the greateft 
unanimity, we fhould only declare our opinion, or offer our 
advice, but fhould make no law, or what, with regard to the pur- 
pofes. of government, is the fame, a law which may*be broken 
without danger. 

But general objeCtions, my Lords, will naturally produce general 
evalions; and a debate may be prolonged without producing any 
clear 
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clear view of the fubje&, or any fatisfaCtory decifion of a tingle quef- 
tion: J.fhall, therefore endeavour-toirange my objections .in order, 
and by.examining:fingly every, paragraph of the bill, thew the weak- 
nefs of fome expedients, ‘the /fuperfuity of others, and the, general 
unfitnefs of the whole jto,produce the protection and fecurity ine 
tended. by it. 

In the firft clanfe alone may be found inftances,of all the impro- 
prieties which I have mentioned to your Lordfhips. It is propofed 
that in a time. of war between this empire,and any other ftate, fuch 
a:number of fhips fhall be employed as cruizers,or conveys in the 
channel,.as the admiralty fhall judge moft proper for that purpofe. 
Whatis this, my Lords, but to continue to the Admiralty the power 
which has been always executed? What is it but to enact, that the 
fhips, fhall be ftationed in time of war as. the Commifioners of the 
Admiralty, fhall determine and dire? 

Of thefe fhips, it is further enacted, that they fhall be cazeened 
three times a year, or oftener if there fhall be occafion ; but it is not 
declared who fhall judge of the neceflity of careening, or who. fhall 
be punithed for the neglect of it when it is requifite, or for the per- 
miffion or command of it when it is fuperfluous. 

There is yet. another regulation, my Lords, in this claufe, which 
ought not te. be pafled without, remark. It is provided, that the 
failors employed in the cruizers and convoys..in the channel, fhall 
not be turned over but to other cruizers: and convoys ; :by which | 
fuppofe it was intended, that our outguards fhould be prevented from 
being weakened, and that our merchants fhould never be deftitute of 
protection; an end truly laudable, and which deferves to. be pro- 
moted by fome eftablifament better concerted. “The expedient now 
propofed, feems to have been contrived upon the fuppofition thatthe 


t 


Admiralty may not always be very folicitous for the, fafety.of the 


y 


merchants, and that therefore it is neceflary to fecure them by a law 


| 


from. the danger of being deprived of protection; for upon the. pre 
fent eftablifhment, the removal of men from one fhip to another 
muit be: made. by the permiffion of the Admiralty,; and when the right 
of fuch permiffion fhall. by this law be taken away, what new fecu- 
rityywill the. merchants obtain? ‘The Admiralty. will fill have: the 


power, though not of turning over the men, yet of recalling the 


thips, and.commerce fuffer equally.in either cafe. 
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By the fecond claufe, my Lords, there is ftill a power referved to 
the Admiralty, of difmiffing thefe guardians of commerce from their 


ftations, and employing them in cafe of great neceffity in the line of 


battle, on this fide Cape Finiflerre. 
term of great neceffity, of which it is apparent that the Commiffioners 


Not to cavil, my Lords, at the 


of the Admiralty are to judge, I would defire to be informed what 
meafures are to be taken, if a royal navy fhould unluckily rove be- 
yond this Cape, which is marked out as the utmoft bound of the 
power of the Admiralty, and fhould there be reduced to the necef- 
lity of engaging defperately with a fuperior force, or retiring igno- 


minioufly before it. Are not our fhips to pafs a fingle league beyond 


their limits, in the honour or prefervation of their country? Are ~ 


they to lie unactive within the found of the battle, and wait for their 
enemies on this fide the Cape? : 

The. third claufe, my Lords, is, if not abfurd like the former, yet 
fo imperfeGtly drawn up, that it can produce no advantage; for of 
what ufe will it be to ftation an officer where his Majefty shall think 
jt? At all the royal docks there are officers already ftationed, and 
in any other place what can an officer deputed by his Majefty do more 
than hire workmen, who will as chearfully and as diligently ferve any 
other perfon? And why may not the captain of the veflel procure 
neceflaries for money, without the afliftance of a commiffioner 

In the fourth claufe, my Lords, nothing is propofed but what is 


every day practifed, nor any authority conferred upon the Court of 


Admiralty, than that which it always poflefled, punithing thofe who 
difobey their orders, ‘The provifion againft the crime of wilfully 
{pringing a maft, is at leaft ufelefs; for when did any man admit that 
he fprung his maft by defign? Or why fhould it be imagined that 
fuch an act of wickednefs, fuch flagrant breach of truft, and apparent 
defertion of duty, would in the prefent ftate of the navy efcape the 
fevereft punifhment? Would not all the officers -and mariners on 
board the fhip fee that fuch a thing was wilfully done? Would not 
they cry out—* You are fpringing the maft,” and prevent it, or 
difcover the crime, and demand punifhment? 

The fifth claufe, my Lords, is without any penal fan&tion, and 
therefore cannot be compulfive; nor is any thing of importance pro-= 
pofed in it, which is not already in the power of the Senate. Either 
Houfe may now demand an account of the ftations and employ- 
ments of the fhips of war; nor does the Senate now omit to exa- 
mine 
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mine. the conduct.of our naval affairs, but becaufe our attention is 
diverted by more important employments, which will not by this 
bill be contracted ot facilitated, 

The ufe of the provifion in the fixth claute, my Lords, I am not 
able to conceive; for to what purpofe, my Lords, thould. the fhips 
appointed for any particular fervice be nominated at any ftated time? 
What confequence can fuch declarations of our defigns produce, but 
that of informing our enemies what force they ought to provide 
again{t us? In war, my Lords, that commander has generally been 
efteemed moft prudent, who keeps his defigns moft fecret, and 
allaults the enemy in an unguarded quarter, with fuperior and un~ 
expeCted itrength. 

In the feventh claufe, many regulations are prefcribed to the com- 
manders of thofe fhips which are appointed to convoy the trading 
vellels. Thefe regulations, my Lords, are not all equally unreafonable, 
but fome of them are {uch as it may on many oceafions be impofiible 
for the commanders of his Majefty’s thips to obferve in fuch a man- 
ner as that the mafters of merchant fhips may not imagine themfelves 
neglected or forfaken. The captain of the convoy may be therefore 
harrafied by them with profecutions, in which it may be difficult to 
make his innocence appear, The convoy may be fometimes ac» 
cufed of deferting the traders, when the traders in reality have for- 
faken the convoy, in confidence that they fhould either arrive fafe at 
the port without proteétien, or be able, if they fhould happen to fal} 
into the enemies hands, to charge their misfortune upon the negli- 
gence of their proteQor. 

The eighth claufe, my Lords, is fo far from being fuch as might 
be expected from merchants, that it feems rather to have been drawn 
up by men who never faw the fea, nor heard of the violence of a 
ftorm. For whothat had the flighteft idea of the uncertainty and hazard 


of a failor’s condition, who that had been ever told of a fhipwreck, 
or but looked on the piétures of naval diftrefs, would propofe’ that 
no thip fhould retire to a harbour, or quit the ftation to which it was 


aligned, om any pretence whatfoever without permiftion, which fom@- 


times could not be obtained in many months, and which never could’ 


be received foon enough to allow of aremedy for fudden difafters, or 
-Prefling calamities. It might with equal reafon be enaed, that no 
man fhould extinguifh a fire without an a& of the Senate, or repel a 
thief from his window, without a commiffion of array. 
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It is happy, my Lords, that this claufe is not enforced by a pe- 
nalty, and therefore can never have the obligatory fanction of a 
law; but fince it may reafonably be fuppofed, that the authors’ of it 
intended that the obfervatian fhould be by fome means or other en- 
joined, let us examine how much fecurity it would add to our navi- 


gation, and how much ftrength to our naval power, if the breach of 
it had been made capital, which is in itfelf by no means unreafon- 
able; for what punifhment lefs than death can fecure the obfervation 
of a law, which, without the hazard of life, cannot be obeyed? 

Let us therefore, my Lords, fuppofe a crew of gallant failors fur- 
prized in their cruize by fuch a hurricane as is frequent in the Ame- 
rican feas, which the higheft perfection of fkill, and the utmoft exer- 


tion of induftry has fcarcely enabled them to efcape ; let us confider 
them now with their mafts broken, their fhip fhattered, and their 
artillery thrown into the fea, unable any longer either to oppofe an 
enemy, or to refift the waves, and yet forbidden to approach the land, 
and cut off from all poffibility of relief, till they have reprefented 
their diftrefs to fome diftant power, and received a gracious permif- 


fion to fave their lives. 

Mifery like this, my Lords, admits no ‘exaggeration, nor need I 
dwell long on. the abfurdity of eftablifhing regulations which cannot 
be obferved, and which if they were enforced by any fandtions, pro- 
portioned, as all penal fanétions ought to be, to the temptations of 


violating them, muft drive all our failors into foreign fervice, or urge 
them, upon the firft diftrefs, to defiance of law, and fill America 


re 
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. 


with pirates, and with rebels. 

By the ninth claufe, my Lords, nothing is propofed but a relaxa- 
tion of the prefent difcipline. It requires, that the commanders of 
fhips of war fhall fend only once in fix months thofe accounts of 
their conduct and their fervice, which they are at prefent obliged to 
tranfmit by every fhip that returns from America ; fo that by pafling 


SSL 
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this bill, we fhall’only be difabled from receiving regular and fea- 
fonable informations of the tranfactions of our diftant fquadrons and 
colonies, fhall be difturbed with groundlefs fufpicions, and tortured 


with unnéceflary fufpence. 

I have arrived at length at the laft claufe, a claufe, my Lords, 
worthy tobe the:concluding paragraph of a bill like this ; a claufe 
in‘which the power of the Admiralty’ is communicated to the gover- 
nors of our colonies ; men, my Lords, not hitherto much celebrated 
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for their fuperior wifdom, moderation, or integrity; of whom at 
leaft it is no’ reproach to afiert, that they are known to be for the 
moft part wholly unacquainted with maritime affairs, and very litt! 
famed for military, knowledge; and of whom itis above all to be 
confidered, that they generally commence merchants at their arrival 
in America, and may more probably direct fhips fent to guard the 
colonies, to ftations in which they may preferve their own veilels, 
than to thofe where they may contribute moft to the general fecurity 
of trade. 

‘Thus, my Lords, 1 have examined without prejudice every para- 
graph of this bill, and believe that from the objections which I have 
made, it appears now plainly to your Lordfhips, that all the regula- 
tions which are of any ufe, are fuch as are already eftablifhed by long 
cuftom, or by former ftatutes; and fuch therefore as it is unnecef- 
fary to mention in a new law; and that whatever is here to be found 
new, is abfurd, unintelligible or pernicious. | 

This bill, my Lords, is faid to be founded on the act made for the 
fame purpofe, in the wars of the Queen Anne; but I cannot for- 
bear to obferve, that the; original law, though not one of thofe to 
which much of the fuccefs of that war is to be afcribed, was drawn 
up with more difcernment than the bill before us. It was at leaft 
intelligible ; the number of cruizers was limited, and it was there- 
fore poffible to know when it was obeyed; but of this bill] can con- 
fidently affert, that as no man can underftand, fo no man can 
obferve it. 

I have fpoken more largely, my Lords, on this occafion, becaufe 
this bill relates particularly to my prefent employment, in which as 
I defire to do my duty, I defire to know it; and furely I cannot be 
condemned by your Lordfhips for oppofing a bill, of which the only 
tendency is to make my province difficult, to render one part of my 
office inconfiftent with another, and engage me in the tafk of fuper- 
intending the execution of impracticable meafures. 

What influence my arguments will have upon your Lordfhips, I 
cannot forefee. As every man flatters himfelf that his own opinions 
are right, I hope to find this Houfe concurring in my fentiments ; 
But_ whatever may be the determination of your Lordfhips, I am fo 
fully convinced of the pernicious tendency of this bill, and the em- 

arrafiments which muft.be produced by an attempt to execute it, 
that if it be not rejected by this Houfe, I fhail wil 
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office to others of more courage, or of greater abilities ; for 1 can 
have no hopes of performing my duty under thefe reftrictions, either 
to my own honour, or to the advantage of my country. 

The Duke of Beprorp {poke next to the following effe: :—My 
Lords, Though the noble Lord has produced very {pecious arguments. 
again{t every paragraph of the bill before us, and though many of 
his obfervations are juft, and fome of his objections, not eafily to be 
anfwered, yet I cannot admit that it will produce thofe fatal confe-. 
quences which he feems to forefee, nor am yet convinced that it will 
be either pernicious or ufelefs. 

It has always, my Lords, been the practice of this Houfe, to 
attend to every propofal for the public advantage, to. confider. it 
without any regard to the character of thofe by whom jit is offered, 
and to approve or reject it upon no other motiyes than thofle of 
juftice and reafon. 

The fame equity and prudence has always influenced your Lord- 
fhips to diftinguifh between the feveral parts of the fame bill; to 
reject thofe expedients, of which, however plaufible, either experience 
or reafon may difcover the impropriety, and to retain thofe from 
which any real benefit can reafonably be expeéted. We fhould never 
throw away gold becaufe it is mingled with drofs, or refufe to pro- 
mote the happinefs of the nation, becaufe the expedients which were 


offered for that end happened to be conjoined with fome others of a 
difputable nature. 
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By the ptofecution of this method, a method, my Lords, too ra- 
tional and juft to be negleéted or forgotten, I doubt not but this 
bill, which, as I fhall readily admit, is not yet perfect, may be im- 
proved into a law, from which the nation will receive great adyan- 
tages, by which our trade will be extended, and our riches increafed. 

Many of the claufes, my Lords, may in my opinion admit of an 
eafy vindication, others may be amended by very flight alterations, 
and very few are either wholly ufelefs, or manifeftly improper. 

The chief defect of the firft claufe is fuch, that the noble Lord has, 
by declaring his difapprobation of it, given a very uncommon proof 
of his integrity, difintereftednefs and moderation; for it is imperfect 
only by placing too much confidence in the Admiralty, which is left 


in full power to determine the number of cruizers in or near the 
Channel and foundings, 
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The noble Lord has remarked, that the act of Queen Anne, on 
which the prefent bill is founded, exacted a determinate number of 
fhips to be employed in this particular fervice, and that it was there- 
fore more prudently drawn up than the prefent bill, But I cannot 
fee the wifdom of diminifhing the authority of the Lord High Ad- 
miral; for had that aét been extended in the fame manner to other 
fervices, it would have left him only the name and fhadow of an 
office, without power and without ufe. 

This claufe, my Lords, rightly underftood, is only a declaration 
of confidence in his Majefty’s officers, an evident confeffion of their 
abilities to difcern the intereft of the public, and of their zeal for the 
profecution of it. 

With as little reafon, my Lords, can it be objeCed, that the fhips 
are required to be careened three times a year. ‘The neceffity of 
careening frequently thofe fhips, of which the chief ufe arifes from 
their celerity, every failor can declare to your Lordfhips ; nor will 
any man whom his employments or his amufements have made ac- 
quainted with navigation, alledge that any thing is propofed in the 
bill which it would not be detrimental to the public fervice to neglect. 

“It has been objected by the noble Lord, that they are directed to 
be careened oftener, if there be occafion; terms by which a difcretionary 
power is implied, of which yet it does not appear in whofe hands it 
is lodged. Let us confider, my Lords, what inconvenience can arife 
from the claufe as it now ftands, and what corruption or negligence 
can be encouraged by it. 

The difcretionary right of bringing the fhip into the ports to be 
caréened oftener than thrice a year, muit be without controverfy 
placed in the captain; for none but thofe that are in the fhip can 
difcovet the neceffity of careening it, or know the inconveniencies 
that are produced by the adhefion of extraneous fubftances to its fides 
and bottom, 

T own, my Lords, it may be objected, that every captain will by 
this claufe be furnifhed with an excufe for deferting his ftation at 
pleafure ; that under pretence of uncommon ardour to purfue the 
enemy, he may wafte his time in endlefs preparations for expedition 5 
that he may loiter in the port to careen his fhip ; that before it is foul, 
he may bring it back again, and employ the crew in the fame opera- 
tion; and that our merchants may be taken at the mouth of the 
harbours in which our fhips of war lie to be careened. 
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But, ty Lords, it is to be remembered, that in the third claufe 
a commiffioner is appointed, by whom :accounts' are regularly to be 


tranfmitted to the Admiralty, of the arrival and departure of every 


fhip, and by whom the condudt of every captain is to be infpected ; 
and that, he may eafily detect fuch truant commanders, as fhall careen 


their fhips only for the fake of deferting their ftations. 


Nor can the merchants fuffer by any negligence or corruption of 


the captains, becaufe it is intended: that the place of every fhip re- 
P 


aus into port fhall be fupplied by, another ; and that the fame 


number ie be always in the fame ftation, ange more important 
fertis c es them more neceflary 1 in another place. 


ct Bs 


This provifo, my Lords, a provifo undoubtedly reafonable, is 


a 


eftablifhed in 1 fecond claufe, but has not had the good fortune to 
- efcape the cenfure of the noble Lord, who has enquired, What muft 
be the conduct of the commanders of cruizing veffels, if a fea-fight 
fhould happen beyond the Cape, which they are in this claufe for- 


cy 


bidden to pafs? 
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That the claufe may admit of expreffions not only more proper, 
but more agreeable to the intention of thofe by whom it was drawn 
up, Icannot deny; for I fuppofe it very far from their defign to limit 
the operations of our navy to any part of the ocean, and am confi- 
dent that they meant’only that the cruizers fhould not be difpatched 
to fuch a diftance froin their ftations, as that our coafts fhould be 


i 
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left long unguarded, or the enemy have time to collect his forces, 


and pour his navies or his privateers upon our defencelefs traders. 

If by the commiffioners mentioned in the third claufe be intended 
anew {warm of officers, the propofition is fuch as I confefs myfelf 
very far from approving ; for it will be to little purpofe that we pro- 
tect the trade, if we invent new commiffioners to devour its profits ; 
nor can we hope. for any other confequence from additional wealth, 
if it be procured by increafing the influence of the crown, but that 
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we fhould become a more tempting prey to the harpies of a court. 
But, my Lords, to accomplifh all that is intended by this claufe, 


there is not any need of new officers; for there are not many ports 
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in which fhips of war can be commodioufly careened, and perhaps 
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there.is,not one which can be ufed for this purpofe, in which there is 
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falary will afford an ample recompence for fome cafual addition of 
employment. 

The fourth claufe, in which is provided that no commander fhall 
wilfully {pring his maft, or defert his ftation, is fuch as I fhould be 
willing, with the noble Lord, to think unneceflary ; but muft appea 
to your Lordfhips, whether the late conduct of the convoys has not 
too evidently fhewn the defedt of our prefent eftablifhment. 

The injuries, my Lords, which the public may fuffer by the 
negligence of the commanders of the fhips of war, are fuch as it is 
worthy of the legiflatwre to obviate with the utmoft caution; and 
therefore it is by no means improper to enact a punifhment for thofe 
who fhall upon any falfe pretences leave their {tation ; for though 
fuch negleét of duty is, in the prefent {tate of our naval eftablifhment, 
confidered as difreputable and irregular, yet it does not appear that it 
has been cenfured with the deteftation. which it deferves, or punifhed 
with the feverity neceflary to its prevention. 

It is obferved, my Lords, with relation to the following paragraph, 
that either Houfe may at prefent require accounts of the conduct of 
the captains of the navy, and that therefore it is unneceflary to pro- 
vide by any new law, that they fhall be laid before them-; but if it 
be confidered,, my Lords, how many enquiries which we have a right 
to make, are-year after year conftantly omitted, and how many may 
be excited by curiofity to read accounts which lie before them, who 
yet will not move the Houfe to demand the accounts, or engage in 
the debate which fuch a motion may produce, it will not be-thought 
unneceflary to provide, that they fhall be fubjet to examination with- 
out the formality of a regular vote. 

As to the fixth claufe, my Lords, which regards the nomination 
of convoys at a certain time, I can difcover no reafonable, objection 
to fuch a provifion, or none that can preponderate againft the ad- 
vantages which may arife from it. By the certain eftablifhment of 
convoys, the value of infurance may be nearly fixed; merchants will 
know what confidence is to be repofed in the force of the hips, and, 
what they have perhaps had of late equal reafon to examine, how 
much truft can be placed in the fidelity of the commanders. 

The nomination of convoys, my Lords, is in my opinion’ more 
likely to affright our enemies, and to deter their attempts, than to 
encourage them by the information which it will afford them ; for 
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firength of any power on earth; and we may always, while we are 
careful to preferve our maritime fuperiority, protect our merchants 
fo powerfully, that none-of our enemies thal] be incited to attack 
them by the knowledge of the number and force of the fhips appointed 
for their defence. 

I come now, my Lords, to the feventh claufe; and furely to afcer- 
tain the duties of the captains to whofe protection our trading vefiels 
are entrufted, cannot appear fuperfluous to any of your Lordfhips 
who have read the lifts of our loffes, heard the complaints of our 
merchants, of made any enquiry into the conduét of our fea Captains. 
‘There is, I fear, too much reafon to believe, that fome of them have, 
with premeditated defien, deferted the traders in places where they 
have known them moft expofed to the incurfions of the enemy; and 
it is to the laft degree evident, that others have manifefted fuch con- 
tempt of the merchants, and fuch a difregard of their intereft, ag 
may moft juftly expofe them to the fufpicion of very criminal negli= 
gence, of negligence which no community can be too watchful 
againft, or too feverely punifh. 

Tt has been affirmed by the noble Lord, that it is not equitable to 
fubject the commanders of convoys to penalties for the lofs of the 
trading vellels, which may perhaps either rafhly or negligently quit 
their protection. ‘That it is not reafonable to fubject them to penal- 
ties, isundoubtedly true; but, my Lords, it is far from being equally 
certain, that it is not juft to expofe them to a trial, ina cafe in which 
it muft be almoft impoffible to determine falfely ; in a cafe where 
the crews of pethaps twenty fhips may be called as witnefles of their 
conduct, and where none but thofe whofe fhip is loft can be under 
the leaft temptation to offer a falfe teftimony againft them, 

On this oceafion, my Lords, it may not be improper to obviate 
the objection produced by the feeming omiffion of pénal fanétions, 
which is only another proof of implicit confidence in the officers of 
the Admiralty, who have already the power, allowed to military 
courts, of proceeding againft thofe who fhall deviate from their or- 
ders. This power, which is ina great degree difcretionary, it .was 
thought improper to limit, by a{certaining the punifhment of crimes, 
which fo many circumilances may aggravate or diminifh ; and there- 
fore, in my‘ opinion, this claufe is far from being fo defeGtive as the 
noble Lord reprefented it. 

The 
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The three laft claufes, by which the fhips in America are prohibited 
to leave their ftation, by which it is required that accounts fhould be 
ence in fix months tranfmitted to the Admiralty, and by which the 
captains are fubjeGted to the command of the governors of our colo- 
fies, are in my opinion juftly tobe cenfured. The firft is impoffible 
to be obferved, the fecond is unneceflary, and the third will probably 
produce more inconveniencies than benefits. 

Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to fhew, that this bill, though 
not perfect, is yet fuch as with fome emendations may produce great 
advantages to the traders of this empire. For though it is undoubt- 
edly a juft obfervation, that the fuccefs of military attempts cannot 
be promoted by rigid reftrictions and minute regulations, yet it is 
equally certain, that no nation has yet been fo fortunate as to be ferved 
by men of integrity fuperior to laws, or of wifdom fuperior to in- 
ftructions ; and every government has found it neceflary to dire& the 
conduct of its officers by general rules, though they have been al- 
lowed to comply with particular circumftancés, and to give way to 
fudden accidents, 

I think it therefore, my Lords, neceflary to propofé, that this bill 
fhall be more particularly examined in a committee, that after hav- 
ing received the neceflary explanations and athendments, it may be 
referred again to the other Houle. 

Lord DeLAwarr rofe next, and {poke to the purpofe following : 
—My Lords, ‘The noble Duke has, by his arguments in favour of 
this bill, given a very eminent proof of great abilities ; he has fhewn 
every claufe in that light which may leaft expofe to viéw its impro- 
prieties and defects ; but has at length only fhewn, that it is not im- 
poflible to make a ufeful law, for the purpofes mentionéd_in the title 
of this bill; not that any of the expedients now propofed will afford 
the defired advantage to the public, or obviate any of the inconve- 
miencies of which the traders have been fo long and fo importunately 
complaining. 

This bill, my Lords, is indeed founded upon a law made in a 
reign celebrated for the wifdom of our condué and the fuccefs of our 
arms ; but it will not, I fuppofe, be afferted, that nothing was even 
in that period ill conducted; nor will it be an argument, fufficient 
for the juftification of an expedient, that it was practifed in the 
victorious reign of Queen Anne, | 
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If we enquire into the-confequences of that law, we fhall find no 
inducement to, revive it,on this or any future. occafion. . For it had 


-no-other effet than that of expofing us to our enemies by dividing 


our forces 3a difadvantage of which we foon found the effects, by the 
ofs of two large fhips of feyenty guns, and of a multitude of trading 
vefiels, which, by that diminution of our naval armament, neceilarily 
fell into the hands of privateers and {mall cruizers, that ravaged the 
ocean without fear or moleftation. 

If we examine the prefent eftablifhment of our navy, my Lords, 
it will be difcovered, that nothing is propofed in this bill which is not 
more. efficacioufly performed by the methods now in ufe, and more 
judicioufly eftablifhed by laws, of which long experience has fhewn 
the ufefulnefs, _ This, my, Lords, will eafily appear from the perufal 
of the orders which every commander of a convoy regularly receives, 
and of the printed rules, eftablifhed by his Majefty in council, for the 
royal navy. 

Yq thefe, my Lords, much more is comprehended than can pro- 
perly be inferred in a law not occafionally variable; nor do I think 
any thing omitted which an experienced and candid enquirer will 
think ufeful to the increafe of our naval firength, or neceflary to the 
protection of our commerce. 

In confidering this bill, I thall not trouble your Lordfhips with a 
minute confideration of every fingle paragraph, though every, para- 
graph might furnifh opportunity for animadverfions.; but. fhall con- 
tent myfelf with endeavouring to evince the reafonablenefs of fome 
of the objeCtions made. by the noble Lord who fpoke firft, and en- 
forcing ,his opinion with {uch arguments as have occurred to me, 
though indeed it requires. no uncommon fagacity to difcover, or 
fuperior {kill in ratiocination to prove, that where this bill will pro- 
duce any alteration in our prefent {cheme, it will manifeftly change 
it for the worfe. | 

For furely, my Lords, it will not be neceflary to fhew, by any. 
elaborate and refined reafoning, the abfurdity of confining cruizers 
to particular ftations, with an abfolute prohibition to depart from 
them, whatever may be the certainty of deftruction, or profpect of 
advantage. 

If the intention of cruizing fhips is to annoy the enemies of the 
nation, ought they to be deprived of the liberty of purfuing them? 


If 
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If they are defigned for the protection of our merchants, muft they 
not be allowed to attend them till they are out of da ia 

Every one, my Lords, has had opportunities of ob erving, that 
there are men who are wholly engrofled by the seston faments and 
who, if ‘they can procure immoderate profit, or efcape any impend- 
ing danger, are without the leaft folicitude with regard if hriaee 
and who, therefore, live only by the hour, without any general {cheme 
of parc or folid foundation of lafting happinefs, and whio conle- 
quently are for ever obliged to vary their meafures, and obviate every 
new accident by fome new contrivance. 

By men of this difpofition, my Lords, a temper by which they are 
certainly very little qualified for legiflators, the bill: now before us 
feems to have been drawn up, for their attention is evidently fo en- 
gaged by the prefent occurrences, that there is no place left for any 
regard to diftant contingencies. ae conclufion of this war is to 
them the me of huma end of all difcord and all 
policy. They confider Spain as the “i enemy with whom we can 
ever be at variance, and-have therefore drawn up a law, a law with- 
out any limitation of time, to enable us to oppofe her. They have 
with great induftry and long fearches difcovered, that cruizers on this 


n exiftence, t 


Cc 


fide Cape Finifterre, may be of ule againft the Spaniards, and pro- 
pofe therefore, that in all times of war they are to be difpatched to 
that individual ftation, though we fhould be engaged in diiputes with 
the Northern Crowns, or fit out fleets to make couquefts in the 
Faft Indies. 

In all our wars, my Lords, however judicioufly concerted and 


however een concluped, the ie ahbie of ab have a abated 


times BS Wed with the Mie of a tet How much foever the 
elory of the nation has been elevated, the fortunes of particular 
perfons have been impaired, and thofe have never thought themlelve 
recompenfed by the general advantages of the public, who have fuf- 
fered by the acquifition of them ; they have always erro them~< 


/ 


felves marked out for ruin by malevolence and refentment, and have 
concluded that thofe difafters which fell upon them only by the com- 


mon chance of war, were brought on them by negligence or defign. 


/ 


The lofles of our merchants in the prefent war muft be acknow- 


ae) 


ledged to have been more than common, but if we examine soigfest ait 


into the caufes that may be afligned for fo greata number of captures, 
we 
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we fhall find thetn fuch as ‘this law will have no tendency to remove, 
fuch as might’ be “eafily 
Rilities, and fuch as it Will be extremely difficult on any future 
ccafion of the fame kind, to hinder ftom producing the fame effects. 

‘The firft and greateft caufe, my Lords, of the number of our 


loffes, is the number of dur fips, which cannot all be fufficiently 


protected. 


1O 


0 


The extent, therefore, of our commerce, in proportion 
to that of our enemies, expofés us to double difadvantage ; 


we necef- 
Yfarily lie open in more 


parts to the depredations of privateers, and 
have no encouragement to attempt reprifals, becaufe they have few 
fhips of value to be feized.” The profit of our commerce naturally 
withholds our failors from our fhips of war, and makes part of our 
navy an idle fhow; the certainty of plunder incites them to turn 
their merchant thips into cruifers, and to fufpend their trade for more 
profitable employment.’ Thus they at once increafe the number of 
plunderers, and take away from us the opportunity of repairing our 
Jofles by the fame practice, 

And, my Lords, if the loffes of our merchants have been greater 
than in former wars, our trade is more extenfive, and our fhips far 
Nor is it to be forgotten that a very important 
part of our commerce is carried on before the eyes of the Spaniards, 
fo that they may iffue out upon our merchants from their ow 
and retire immediately beyond danger of purfuit. 

But, my Lords, neither the fituation of Spain, nor the extent of 
our commerce, would have made this war fo deftruGtive, had not our 


merchants fometimes facilitated the attempts of our enemies by their 
own negligence or avarice, 


more numerous, 


n.coafts, 


I have been informed, my Lords, that as the mafters of trading 
vellels complain ‘of having been deferted by their convo 
captains of the fhips of war have, in ‘their turn, 


refentations of the condué of the trading matters 
P s 5 


¥s,; the 
exhibited fuch re- 
as may prove that 
their caution is not proportioned to their clamour, and that in how- 
‘ver melancholy terms they may recount the miferies of Captivity, the 
calamities of ruined families, and the interruption of the trade .of 
Britain, they will not endeavour to efcape their enemies at the ex- 
pence of much circumf{pection, and that the profpect of no large 
profit will be fufficient to over-balance the da 


p anger of thofe evils which 
they fo pathetically lament, 


It 


imagined before the commencement of 
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It is not uncommon, my Lords, when the fleet has entered the 
epen feas, for the traders,to take different courfes. both. from: the 
convoy and from each other, and to difperfe, themfelves beyond the 
poflibility of receiving affiftance in danger or diftrefs, and what 
wonder is it if part of them be loft, fince only part of them can. be 
protected ? i 

It may be imagined, my Lords, that this is only,.an excufe forged 
| by the commanders to cover their own negligence or treachery. Ir 
_ may be afked, what motives could induce the merchants to. expofe 
_ themfelves to unneceffary dangers, or. what. proofs they. have’ ever 


given of fuch wild negligence of their own interedt, or fafety, as that 
they fhould be fufpected of rufhing precipitately into the jaws 
ef rapine? 

This, my Lords, is an objection f{pecious.in itfelf, and fuch» as 
thofe who have not enquired into the prefent ftate of our trafick will 
not very readily difcover to be fallacious; but it may, eafily. be: re- 
moved, by fhewing that the danger of being taken by the enemy. is 
generally not fo great to thofe who have the direGtion of the fhip as it 
is commonly believed. 


By the prefent cufiom of infurance, my Lords, the. merchant 
exempts himfelf from the hazard of great lofles, and if he infures:fo 
much of the value of the fhip and cargo, that the chance of arriying 
firft at market is equivalent to the remaining part, what fhall hinder 
him from preffing forward at all events, and direéting, his courte in« 
trepidly through feas crowded with enemies ? 

Itis well known, my Lords, that there is, inva great part of man- 
kind, a fecret malignity, which makes one unwilling. to.contribute toe i 


the advantage of another, even when his own intereft. will (uffer no 


diminution ; nor is it to. be imagined that this difpofition is lets pre- hg 
dominant in traders than in the other clafles: of the. community, 
though it is exerted on different occafions. ‘The envy of one part of 
_ mankind is excited by reputation, or intereft, or dignity, or powers | 
The trader, for the moft part, envies 1othing but money,. in. which 
he has been taught-frem his infancy that every human, excellence is 1) 
_ comprehended, and contributes to the increafe ‘of the riches of i 
another, with the fame unwillingnefs with which a foldier would 
_ ©oncur in the advancement of an inferior officer to a poft ef higher 
rank and authority than his own. Mi) 
For this reafon, my Lords, there is generally a, malevolence in the mith: 
Merchant againft the infurer, whom he confiders as an idle cater- 
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piller, living without induftry upon the labours of others, and, there- 


fore, whenvhe lays down the fum ftipulated for fecurity, he is almoff 
in fufpence,: whether he fhould not prefer the lofs of the remaining 
part of the value of his veflel to the mortification of feeing the infurer 
enjoy that money, which fear and caution have influenced him to pay. 
This. difpofition, undoubtedly, inclines him to proceed with lefs 
regard to his own fecurity, and betrays him into dangers which it 
was at leaft poflible to.avoid ; for to what purpofe, fays he, have I in- 
fured my fhip if 1 am not to be fet free from the neceflity of anxiety 
and caution ? If I arrive fafely at the port, I fhall difpofe of my com- 
modities with uncommon advantage ; if 1 mifcarry, the infurer will 
at leaft fuffer with me, and be defervedly punifhed for his fufpicions 
and extortion. | 
I doubt not but fome of your Lordfhips will imagine, that I am 
now indulging chimerical fpeculations, that I am afcribing great 
force to. weak motives, and fuppofing men to aét upon principles 
which, in reality, never operated in the human breaft. When I think 
difadvantageoufly of others, my Lords, I am indeed always defirous 
to find myfelf miftaken, and fhall be pleafed to hear on this occafion 
from any of your Lordfhips, who have converfed at large among 
mankind, that it is not common for one man to neglect his own in- 
tereft for fear of promoting that of another. In the prefent queftion, 
my Lords, I have only fuppofed that envy may be one motive among 
many, and with its influence were fo fmall, as that it might have 
been lefs proper to mention it. . 
The practice of infurance, my Lords, whether it contributes or’ 
not to the number of the captures, undoubtedly increafes the clamour 
which they occafion; for as the lofs’ is extended, the complaint is 
multiplied, and both the merchant and infurer take the liberty of 
enfuring the conduct ofthe naval officers, and of condemning the 
meafures of the government. “The miniftry is charged with negleét~ 
ing the protection of commerce, with oppreffing the merchants, and 


with conniving at the enemies preparations, that they who moft, 


eagerly folicited the war, may be the firft that fhall repent it. 
Another caufe of the frequency of our loffes in the prefent war, is 
the general circulation of intelligence throughout Europe, by which 
it is made impofitble to conceal from our enemies the ftate of our 
armies, our navies, or our trade. Every regiment that is raifed, 
every fhip that is built, every fleet of trading veffels that lies waiting 
for 
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for the ‘wind; is minutely regiftered in the papers of the week, and ac- 
counts of it tranfmitted to every nation of the world, where curiofity 
or intcreft will'pay for information. ‘The Spaniards, therefore, need 
only regulate their fchemes ei ie to their inftructions from 
Britain, and watch thofe fleets which are frequently fent out, for 
they may a confident that rs mafters will wander from. their pro- 
teCtors, enticed by avarice, negligence, or temerity, and that they 
fhall have abaoebinit G3 of enriching themfelves without the neceflity 
of enzazing the convoy. 

Te protect fhips which are to be fteered each at the will of the 


mafter, is no lefs impoffible, my Lords, than to conduct an army of 


which every private man is at liberty to march according to his own 
caprice, to form and purfue his own plan of operation, and to difpute 
and neglect the orders of his leader. Nor is it morg reafonable to 
{ubje the captains of the fhips of war to penalties for the lofs of a 

effel, over which they have no authority, than to require from an 
officer in the army an account of the lives of men, who perifhed by 
difobeying his commands. 

In my opinion, my Lords, we might, with far greater probability 
of fuccefs, revive a precedent that may be found in the reign of King 
William, in which it was appointed by an order of council, that the 
name of every fhip which went out with a convoy fhould be regiftered, 
and ‘that the owners fhould give fecurity to provide a fuficient number 
of arms and a proper quantity of ammunition to affift the Imperial 
fhips in annoying or repelling the enemy; with one injunction more 
of the utmoit importance to the efficacious proteCtion of our com- 
merce, and which, therefore, in every war ought to be repeated and 
enforced ; an injunction by which the mafters of the fhips of trade 
were required to obey the directions of the commander of the convoy. 

That'fome meafures ought to be concerted for the prefervation of 
our trade I am very far from denying, and fhall willingly concur in 
fuch as fhall to me appear likely to promote the end propofed by 
them. “Our lofles, my Lords, are undoubtedly great, though I be- 
lieve far lefS than they are reported by difcontent and malevolence 5 
for ifa fhip be delayed by an accidental hindrance, or kept back by 
contrary winds for a sail days, there are men fo watchful to {natch 
every Opportunity of reproacning the meafures of. the government, 
that a Glath ur is immediately raifed, the fhip is taken, t the merchants 
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While this report is conveyed from one toanother, and like other 
falfhoods increafing in its progrefs, while every man_adds fome cir- 
cumftance of exaggeration, or fome new proof of the treachery of the 
miniftry, the fhip enters the port, and puts an end indeed to the 
anxiety of the owners and infurers, but by no means pacifies the peo- 
ple, or removes their prejudices againft the conduct of their gover- 
nors ; for as no man’ acknowledges himfelf the firft author of the 
report, no man thinks himfelf under any oblization to retract or con- 
fute it, and the paffions of the multitude, being once in Commotion, 
cannot be calmed before another opportunity of the fame kind may 
be offered for agitating them afrefh. 

To the expectations of the people, my Lords, it is always proper 
to have fome regard, nor is there any valuable ufe of power but that 
of promoting happinefs, and preventing or removing calamities; but 
we are not to endeavour to pacify them by the appearance of redrefs, 
which, in reality, will only increafe thofe evils of which they com- 
plain, nor to deprefs the reputation of this Aflembly by paffing. laws 
which the experience of a fingle month will prove to be of no ufe. 

Of this kind, my Lords, the bill now before us has been fhewn by 
the noble Lord that fpoke firft on this occafion, by whom every 
claufe has been difcovered to be either defective or unneceflary, and 
who has evinced, beyond all poffibility of reply, that the regulations 
here propofed can be divided only into two kinds, of which one is 
already eftablifhed either by law or prefcription, and the other cannot 
be admitted without apparent injury both to our navy and our trade. 

Part of the claufes the noble Duke has indeed attempted to defend, 
but has been obliged by his regard to reafon and to truth, to make 
fuch conceffions, as are, in my opinion, fufficient arguments for the 
rejection of the bill. He has admitted of almof every claufe that it 
1s imperfect, that it may be amended by farther confideration, and 
that, though not wholly to be neglected, it yet, requires fome farther 
improvements to become effectual to the advantage of our merchants, 

‘The three laft claufes his natural abilities and juit difcernment im- 
mediately fhewed him to be indefenfible, and he has too much regard 
to the intereft of his country to attempt the vindication of a bill, 
which could not be paffed without weakening it by impairing its 
nayal force, and yet more fenfibly by diminifhing the reputation of its 
legiflature. 


I hope 
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J hope therefore, my Lords, that I fhall not undergo the common 
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cenfure of difregard to our commercial intereft, or be ranked amongft 
the enemies of he merchants, though | declare, that in my opinion, 
this bill ub to be rejected as unnecetilary and injudicious, and that 
we fhould only, by confidering in a committee what no confideration 
canamend, watte that time in a fruitlefs attempt, which may be {pent 
much more ufefully upon other fubjects. 

Lord Carrerer fpoke next to the following purpofe :—My 
Lords, though I do not approve equally of every part of the bill now 
before us, though I think fome of the provifions unneceiiary, others 
unlikely to produce any beneficial effects, and fome already eftablifhed 
by former aéts of the Senate, or rules of the Admiralty, yet I cannot 
agree with the noble Lord that it is unworthy of farther confideration. 

In-my opinion, my Lords, it is neceflary, for many reafons, to 
amend this bill rather than reje€t it; and I hope, that when I fhali 
have laid before you the refult of thofe enquiries, and thofe reflections 
which Ihave made on this occafion, your Lordfhips will judge it not 
improper to refer it to a committee. 

Nothing, my. Lords, is more neceflary to the legiflature than the 


lod 


affection and efteem of the people; all government confifts in the 
authority of the few over the many, and authority, therefore, can be 
founded only onopinion, and muft always fall to the ground, when 
that which fupports it is taken away. 

For this reafon, my Lords, it is worthy of this moft auguft and 
awful Aflembly, to endeavour to convince the people of our folicitude 
for their happinefs and our compaffion for their fufferings, left we 
fhould feem elevated by the cafual advantages of birth and fortune 
above regard to the lower clafles of mankind, left we fhould feem 


exalted above others only to neglect them, and invefted with power 


only to exert it in acts of wanton oppreffion, left high rank fhould in 


time produce hatred rather than reverence, and fuperiority of fortune 


only tempt rapine and excite rebellion. 


The bill now under our confideration, my Lords, cannot be re- 


1” 


jected without danger of exafperating the nation, without affording 


| to the difcontented and malevolent an opportunity of reprefenting this 


| fello w-fubjects languifhing in Captivity and 


Houfe as regardlefs' of the public miferies, and deafto the cries of our 
urning in poverty. 
The Be elancholy and dejected sa 5 Pea conceive us-inebriated 
With affluence, and elated with dignity, endeavour ‘ing to remove from 
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our eyes every fpectacle of mifery, and to turn afide from thofe la- 
yentations which may interrupt the enjoyment of our felicity, 

Nor indeed can it be juftly faid, that fuch reprefentations, are 
without grounds, when we confider the important occafion on which 
this bill is drawn up, the bitternefs of thofe calamities which it: is 
intended to redrefs, and the authority by which it is recommended 
to us. 

It may naturally be expected, my Lords, that the title of a bill for 
the protection and fecurity of trade fhould raife an uncommon degree 
of ardour and attention ; it might be conceived that every Lord in this 
Houfe would be ambitious of fignalifing his zeal for the intereft. of his 
country, by propofing, on this occafion, every expedient which ex- 
perience or information had fuggefted to him, and that inftead of 
fetting ourfelves free from the labour of enquiry and the anxiety of 
deliberation, by raifing objections to the bill and rejecting it, we 
fhould labour with unanimous endeavours and inceflant affiduity to 
fupply its defects, and correct its improprieties, to fhew that.a defign 
{fo benefical can never be propofed.to. us without effect, and that when- 
‘ever we find honeft zeal we fhall be ready to affift it with judgment 
and experience. 

Compaffion might likewife concur to invigorate our endeavours on 
this occafion, For who, my Lords, can refleé& on families. one day 
flourifhing in affluence, and contributing to the general profperity of | 
their country, and ona fudden, without the crime of extravagance 
or negligence, reduced to penury and diftrefs, harrailed by creditors, 


and plundered by the vultures of the law, without wifhing that fuch 
p } ’ g 


a] 
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nisfortunes might by fome expedient be averted ?. But this, my Lords, 
is not the only nor the greateft calamity, which this bill is intended to J 
prevent. The lofs of wealth, however grievous, is yet lefs to be | 
dreaded than that of liberty, and indigence added to captivity is’ the 
higheft degree ofhuman mifery. Yet even this, however dreadful, is 
now the lot of multitudes of our fellow-fubjects, who are languifhing 
with want in the prifons of Spain. 
_ Surely, my Lords, every propofal muft be well received that intends 
the prevention or relief of calamities like thefe. Surely the ruin of its 
merchants muft alarm every trading nation, nor can a Britifh Senate 
fit unconcerned at the captivity of thofe men by whom liberty is | 
chiefly fupported. 


Of 


‘conduct of the Commiffioners of the Admiralty. This alone ough 
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Of the importance of the merchants, by whom this bill is ‘recom. 
menaced to our coniideration, and by whofe influence it has already 
other Houfe, it is not neceflary to remind your Lordfhips, 
who know, that to this clafs of men our nation is indebted for all 
the advantages that it pofleffes above thofe which we behold with 
compaion or contempt, for its wealth and power, and perhaps for 
its liberty and civility. To the merchants, my Lords, we owe that 
our name is known beyond our own coafts, and that our influence js 
not confined to the narrow limits of a fingle ifland. 

Let us not therefore, my Lords, reject with contempt what is pro- 
pofed and folicited by men of this clafs ; men whofe experience and 
knowledge cannot but have enabled them to offer fomething ufeful 
and important, though perhaps for want of acquaintance with former 
laws, they may have imagined thofe provifions now firft fu: geelted, 
which have only been forgotten, and petitioned for the enaction of a 
new law, when they needed only an enforcement of former ftat es. 

That our naval force has, in the prefent war, been mifa 3a that 
our commerce has been expofed to petty fpoilers, in a degree never 
known before, that our ‘conv oys have been far from adding fecurity to 
our traders, and that with the moft powerful fleet in the world, 
we have fuffered all that can fall upon the mof defencelefs nation, 
cannot be denied. 

Not is it any degree of temerity, my Lords, to affirm, that thefe 
misfortunes have been brought upon us by either negligence or 
treachery, for befides that no other caufe can be afficned for the loffes 
which a powerful people fuffer from an enemy of inferior force, there 
is the ftrorigeft authority for aflerting, that our maritime affairs have 
been ill-condu&ed, and that therefore the regulation of them is very 
feafonably and properly folicited by the merchants, 

For this affertion, my Lords, we may produce the authority of the 


other Houfe, by which a remonftrance was drawn up againft th 


m 


ct 


to influence us to an accurate difeuffion of this affair. Bur v, then an 
authority yet more venerable js produced, when it appears that his 


pas 


ments, admitted the juftice of the réprefentation of the > Commons, it 


‘Majefty, by the difmiffion of the Commiffioners from their employ- 


furely can be of no ufe to evince, by arguments, the neceflity of new 
regulations. 
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It is indeed certain, that men of ‘integrity and. prudence,>men’ of 
ability to difcern their duty, and of refolution to execute it, ‘Can re 
ceive very little affiftance from rules and prefcriptions ;*nor°can | 
deny what the noble Lord has affirmed, that they may be fometimes 
embarraffed in their meafures,' and hindered from fnatching opportu- 
nities of fuccefs, and complying with emergent occafions ;’ but, my 
Lords, we are to confider mankind, not as we wifh them, butas we 
find them, frequently corrupt, and always fallible. 

If men were all honeft and wife, laws of all kinds would be fuper- 
fluous, a legiflature would become ufelefs, and our authority muft 
ceafe for want of objeéts to employ it; but we find, my Lords, that 
there are men whom nothing but laws and penalties can make fup- 
portable to fociety, that there are men, who, if they are: not told 
their duty, will never know it, and who will, at laf, only perform 
what they. fhall be punifhed for neglecting. | 

Were all men, like the noble Lord, whom I am now attempting 
to anfwer, vigilant to difcover, fagacious to diftineuifh, and in- 
duftrious to profecute the intereft of the public, I fhould: be very far 
from propofing that they fhould be conftrained by rules, ‘or required 
to-follow any guide but their own reafon ; 1 fhould refign +my.own 

ot that of my.country, implicitly into their hands, and 
-urity that nothing would be omitted that human wifdom 

tate for our advantage, 
not perfuading your Lordfhips to lay reftraints upon virtue and 
dence, but to confider how feldom virtue and authority are found | 
how often prudence degenerates into felfifhnets, and all 
generous regard for the public is contracted into narrow views of pri- 
vate intereft. Iam endeavouring to fhew, that fince laws mutt be 
equally obligatory to all, it is the ihtereft of the few good men to 
fabmit to reftraints, which, though they may fometimes obftruct the 
influence of their virtue,’ will abundantly recompentfe them," by 
fecuring them’ from the mifchiefs that wickednefs, reigning almott . 
without limits, and operating without oppofition, might bring 
upon . 

It may ‘not be improper to add, my Lords, that no degree of 
human wifdom is exempt from error; that he who claims the privi- 
lece of, acting at difcretion, fubjects himfelf likey wife to the: neceflity 
of anfwering for the confequences of his conduct, and that ill fuccefs 
will at leaft fubject him to reproach‘ and fafpicion, from which, he 

whofe 
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whofe conduct is regulated by eftablifhed rules, may always have an 
opportunity of fetting himfelf fre 

Fixed. and certain poanednae are therefore, my Lords, ufeful to 
the wifeft and beft men; and to thofe ote abilities are lefs con- 
ful, I fuppofe it will 


fpicuous, and earls integrity is at beft doubt 


not be doubted that they are indifpenfably a 

Some of the expedients mentioned in this bill, 1 fhall readily concu® 
with the noble Lerd ‘in cenfuring and rejecting ; I am very far from 
thinking it expedient to inveft the Governors of our Colonies with 
any new degree of power, or to fubject the captains of our fhips of 
war to their command. I have lived, my Dace to fee many fuc- 
effions of thofe petty monarchs, and have known few whom | would 
willingly truft with the exercife of great authority. Itis not uncom- 
mon, my-Lords,, for thofe to be made cruel and capricious by power, 
who were moderate and prudent in lower ftations ; and if the effects 
of exaltation are to be feared even in good men, what may not be 
expected from it in thofe, whom nothing but a diftant employment 
could fecure from the laws, and who, if they had not been fent to 
America to govern, muft probably have gone thither on a di iferent 
occafion? 

The noble Duke, who has vindicated the bill with arguments to 
which very little can be added, and to which | believe nothin fi can 
be replied, has expreffed his unwillingnefs to concur in any m es 
for the execution of which new officers muft be appointed. peer in- 
creafe of officers, my Lords, is indeed a dreadful found, a found that 
cannot but forebode the ruin of our country; the number of ofhcers 
already eftablifhed is abundantly {ufficient for all ufeful purpofes, nor 
can any addition be made but to the ruin of our conftitution. 

I am therefore of opinion, that no new officer was intended by thofe 
that drew up the bill, and that. they propofed only to furnifh thofe 
that loiter in our ports, at the expence of the public, with an op- 
portunity of earning their falaries by fome ufeful employment. 

I know not indeed, my Lords, whether any ¢ good effects can be 
reafonably hoped from this provifion; whether men accuftomed to 
connivance and negligence in affairs of lefs importance, ought to be 
trufted with the care of our naval preparations, and engaged in {fer- 
vice, on which the profperity of the public may depend, and cannot 
conceal-my apprehenfions, that fuch men, if commiffioned to fuper~ 


intend others, may themfelves require a fuperintendant, 
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But, my Lords, this..and every other claufe mayjin a committee 
be. carefully examined and feiibetptely corrected ; and fince it appears 
eyident to me, that fome law is ec de for the fecurity. of ,our 
commerce, I) think this. bill o not to be rejected without. farther 
confideration. 


Lord WincHELsea rofe again, and {poke t 


hey 


1us:--My Lords, as 
the known a of that neble Lord.allows no room for fufpeRting, 
that he would beftow any praifes where he did. not believe there was 
fome defert, and.as his. penetration and. acutenefs fecure. him from 
being. deceived by any falfé appearances of merit, I cannot but applaud 
myfelf for having obtained his efteem, which 1 h nope will not be for- 
feited by my future conduct, | 
Fiaving happily gained the regard of fo exaGa judge of mankind, 
J am_the lefs folicitous. w 


24) ibe 


hat. opinion, may be, conceived of ny abilities 
or intentions by thofe whof gaa I lefs fear, and whofe praifes I 
leis value, and fhall therefore chearfu uly hazard any degree of popu- 
larity, which J may have hitherto. poflefied, by continuing my op- 


Tt 


pofition to this Hs of which J am ftill convinced that it will produce 


nope but embarraflment, lofles, and difgrace. 
he nents. of gaining and preferving the efteem of the people I 


very willingly allow, but.am of SARIN that th 


ough it may fometimes 
be gained by flatte 
€ J 


ring their paffions and complying with their im- 
portunities, by falfe appearances of relief and momentary alleviations 
of their grievances, it is only to be preferved by real and permanent 
fits, by a fteady attention to the great ends of government, and 
4 Vigorous protecution of the means by which they may. be obtained, 
gard to prefent prejudices or temporary clamours. 

I believe, my Lords, it will alw ways be found that it is dangerous to 
gratify the people at their own expence, and to facrifice their intereft 
to their caprices ; for Ihave fo high a veneration of their wifdom, as 
to BARSABOSE without feruple, that however they may for a time. be 
deceived ‘by artful mifreprefentations, they will at length learn to 


efteem, thofe moft, who have the refolution to promote their | happi- 


1 


ne/s in. oppofition to their r prejudices. 

I am. therefore confident, my Lords, of regainin 1g the popularity 
which I m ay lofe by. dec claring once more that this bill ought to be re- 
to fhew how little it is 


part Oi our trade, and 


jected, fince no AGRE fhall be wanting 
Te ve 
neccesary, by an effectual proteétion of every 
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The Duke of BEpForD rofe and {poke to this effe&t :-—My Lords, 
I qin Convinced that this bill is’very far from being either abfurd or~ 
ufélefs, nor ¢an imagine that they, by whom it was drawn up, could 
fail of producing fome expedients that may deferve confideration. 

It is probable, that a farther enquiry may fhew the propriety of 
{ome claufes, which at prefent appear moft liable to cenfure ; and 
that, if we reje& this bill thus precipitately, we fhall condemn what 
we do not fully comprehend. 

No claufe appeared to me more unworthy of the judgment and 
penetration of the merchants than the laft, nor was there any which 
I fhould have rejected at the firft perufal with lefs regret ; yet, having 
taken this opportunity of confidering it a fecond time, I find it by no 
means indefenfible, for the direction of fhips {tationed for the defence 
of Our American territories, isnot committed to the governors alone. 
The council of. each province is joined with them in.authority, by 
whom any private regards may be overborne, and who cannot be fup- 
pofed to concur in any directions which will not promote the general 
intereft of the colony. 

I doubt not, my Lords, but other claufes have been equally mif- 
taken, and therefore think it neceffary to confider them in a,coms 
mittee, where every Lord may declare his fentiments, without’ the 
reftraint of a formal debate, and where the bill may be deliberately 
revifed, and accommodated more exaClly to the prefent exigencies of 
the nation. 

spa {poke again in fubftance as follows :-—My 
Lords, the only reafon which has been urged for confidering this bill 
jin a committee, is the neceflity of gratifying the merchants, and of 
fhewing our concern for the profperity of commerce. If therefore it 
fhall appear, that the merchants are indifferent with regard to its 
fuccefs, I hope it will be reje@ed without oppofition. 

I was this morning, my Lords, informed by a merchant, who has 
many opportunities of acquaintine himfelf with the opinions of the 
trading part of the nation, that they were fully convinced of the im- 


-poffibility of adapting fixed rules to variable exigencies, or of 


eftablifhing any certain method of obviating the chances of war, and 
defeating enemies who were every day altering their {chemes; and 
declared that they had no hopes of fecurity but from the vigilance of a 
Board of Admiralty, folicitous for the welfare of the merchants, and 


the honour of the nation. 
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Lord Cuotmonpexey rofe and fpoke tothe following purpofe t+. 
My Lords, as three claufes of this bill have been univerfally givermup, 
and'almott all the reft plainly proved by the noble Lord to be ¢ither:ab- 
furd or fuperfluous, I cannot fee why it fhould not be rejected without 
the folemnity of farther confideration, to‘whichindeed nothing but:the 
title can give it any claim, 

The title; my Lords, is indeed {pecious, and- well fitted to the-de- 
fion of gaining attention and promoting popularity ; but with this title 
there is nothing that correfponds, nor is any thing to be found but 
confufion and contradiétions, which grow more numerous upon 
farther fearch. 

‘That the whole bill, my Lords, is unneceflary, cannot be denied, ifit 
be confidered that nothing is propofed in it which is not already in the 
power of your Lordfhips, who may call at pleafure for the lifts of the 


navy, the acounts of the cruifers, the duties: of their commiffions and 
) ) > 


the journals of their commanders, (as you did in the 6th of Queen Anne) 
and deteét every a& of negligence or treachery, and every inftance of 
defertion, or of cowardice. : 

Nothing is neceflary to the regulation of our naval force, but ‘that 
your Lordthips. vigilantly exert that power whichis conferred: upon 
you by the conftitution, and examine the conduct: of every officer 
with attention and impartiality ; no man then will dare to neglect his 
duty, becaufe no man can hope to efcape punifhment. 

Of this bill, therefore, fince it is thus ufelefs and inconfiftent; 1 
cannot. but fufpedt, my Lords, that it was concerted for purpofes 
very different from thofe mentioned in the title, which it has indeed 
no tendency to promote. I believe, my Lords, the projectors of. at 
intended not fo much to advance the intereft of the merchants, asta 
deprefs-the reputation of thofe whom they have long takencevery op- 
portunity of loading with reproaches, whom they have cenfured»as 
the enemies -of trade, the corrupters of the nation, andthe con- 
federates of Spain, 

To confirm thefe general calumnies,-it was neceflary to fix on 
fome:particular accufation which might raife the refentment of the 
people, and exafperate them beyond reflection ‘or enquiry. . For this 
purpofe nothing. was more proper than to charge them with betraying 
our merchants to the enemy. 

As.no.accufation could be more efficacious to inflame.the people, 
fo none, my Lords, could with more difficulty be confyted. Some 
| lofles 
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Joiles muft ‘be fuffered ino every war, and every one ‘will necefiarily 
produce complaints and -difcontent;; every man is willing to. blame 
fome other perfon for his misfortunes, and* it was therefore eafy to 
turn thé clamours ‘of thofe whofe veffels fell into the hands of the 
Spaniards, againft the minifters and commanders of the fhips' of war. 

Thefe cries were naturally heard with the regard ‘always: paid to 
misfortune and diftrefs, and propagated with zeal, becaufe they were 
heard with pity. Thus in time, what was at firft only the outcry of 
impatience, was by malicious artifices improved into fettled opinion, 
that opinion was diligently diffufed, and all the lofles: of the mer- 
chants were imputed, not to the chance of war, but the treachery of 
the miniftry. 

But, my Lords, the folly of this opinion, however general, and 
the’ falfhood of this accufation, however vehement, will become 
fufficiently apparent, if you examine that bulky collection of papers 
which are now laid before you, from which you will difcover the 
number of our fleets, the frequency of our convoys, the ftations of 
eur fhips of war, and the times of their departure and return, you 
will find that no provifion for war, no expedient likely to promote 
fuecefS has been neglected that we have now more fhips equipped 
than in the late war with France, that nothing can be added to the 
exactnefs: with which our maritime force is regulated, and that there 
is not the leaft reafon to doubt of the fidelity with which it has‘been 
employed. 

Invevery war, my Lords, it is to be expected that loffes will Be 
fuffered by private perfons on each fide, nor even’ in a fuccefsful war 
ean the public always hope to be enriched; becaufe the advantage 
may arife, not immediately from captures, but confequently from the 
treaties or conditions in which a profperous’ war may be iuppofed to 
terminate. | 

What conceffions we fhall in this war extort from the Spaniards, 
what fecurity will be ‘procured for our merchants, what recompence 
will be» yielded for our lofles, or what extent will be added to our 
commerce, it cannot yet be expected that any man fhould be’ able'to 
declare; nor will his Majefty’s counfellors be required to give an 
account of futurity. Itis a fufficient) vindication: of their condiict, 
and an evident proof of the wifdom with which the war has been 
conducted, that we have hitherto gained more than we have Joft. 
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This, my Lords, will appear from’a diligentand minute compati- 
fon of the:captures on. each fide, and am ‘exact computation: of the 
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value cof our) loffes: and) our» prizes. It will be found thatoif the 


he 


spaniards have via as - 1S inet a a greater number’ of 
fhips, thofe which they have lof have been farmore: wealthy. 

‘The merchants lla pine to have diftrufted the ftrength of the 
evidence which: they seu in fupport of their allegations) by 
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bringing it only before the other Houfe, where, as an oath could ‘noe 


ars 


be adminiftered, every man delivered what he believedias what he 
knew, and indulged himfelf re ut feruple in venting his refent~ 
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merit, or declaring his fufpicions, a method of allegation very proper 
to fceatter reproaches and gratify malevolence, but of very little ufe 


for the difcovery of truth: 


Had they come before your Lordfhips, every cireumftance had been 


minutely examined, every :aflertion compared with other evidence, 
all ‘exaggerations reprefled, and all foreign confiderations: rejected, 


eazch part would have been impartially sides and it would have 
plainly been known: to whom. every lofs was tobe imputed. ‘The 


negligence or treachery of the commanders ‘of the convoys, where 
ever it had been found, would have been punifhed, but they would 
not have charged them with thofe milcarriages which were produced 
only by the obftinacy or inattention of the mafters of the trading 


veliels. 
Such enquiries, my Lords, they appear to have thought it their 


intereft. to decline, and therefore did not proceed on their petition to 
this Houfe ; and if they did in reality:avoid a rigourous examination, 
what can be inferred, but that they intended rather'to offer infinua- 
tions than proofs, and rather to fcatter infamy than obtain juftice. 
And, that nothing was indeed omitted that could fecure. our own 
commerce, or diftrefs our enemies, may reafonably be collected from 
the number and great ftreneth of our fleet, to which no empirein the 
world can oppofe an equal force. If it has not been fupplied with 
failors without fome delays, and if thefe delays have given our:ene- 
mies 2n gn of adding to their fecurities, of fortifying their 


ports) and fupplying their magazines, it muft be afcribed'to the na- 
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ture Bi our conftitution, that forbids all compulfory methods of aug- 
meriting our forces, which muft be confidered as perhaps the only 


convenience to be thrown into the balance againft the bleffings’ of 


poeie: 
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_ . Therdificulty of manning our fhips of war, is indeed extremely 
perplexing. . Men are naturally very little inclined to fubject them: 
_ felyes'to;abfolute command, or to engage in any fervice without a 
| time limited. for their difmifiens Men cannot willingly rufh inte 
danger without the profpect of a large advantage; they have generally 
fome fondnefs for their prefent {tate of life, and do not quit it with« 


| outireluctance.. All thefe reafons, my Lords, concur to withhold 
the jailors from the navy, in which theyre neceflarily governed with 
higher authority than in trading vefflels, in»which they are fubjected 
to. punifhments, and confined by ftrift regulations, without any cer 


tain term of their bondage; for fuch they, who know not the necef- 
fity of fubordination, nor difcover the advantages of difcipline, can- 


& 
not but account fubjection to the will and orders of another. 

By ferving the merchants, they not only fecure to th that the 
liberty of changing their mafters at pleafure, but enj 1¢ profpect 
of a near and certain advantage; they have not bee ‘ any eh 
tions of being fuddenly enriched by a plate fhip, and of gaining by 
one engagement {uch wealth as will enable them to Goel the reft of 
their lives in eafe and affluence ; but they are fure of a fpeedy pays 
ment of their wages, perha aps of fome eae from petty commerce, 
and of an opportunity of fquandering them at land in jollity and dis 
verfions ; their labour is cheerful, becaufe tl ne know it will be fhort 
and they readily enter into an employment which they can quit when i} 
it fhall no longer pleafe them. Hal 

Thefe confiderations, my Lords, have no influence upon the pre- | 
| parations of France and Spain, where no man is mafter of his own i 
_, fortune, or time, or life, and where the officers of the {tate can drive ih 
‘multitudes into the fervice of the crown, without regard to their pri- 
vate, views, inclinations, or engagements. ‘To .man a fleet, nothing Ht 
is neceflary but to lay an embargo on the trading veflels, and fufpen 
‘their commerce for a fhort time; therefore no man dares refute to 
enter into the Guba ¢ fervice when he is fummoned ; nor, if he fhould | 
as our failors, from an imprefs, would any man venture to fhelter ie 
| or conceal him. | 

Abfolute monarchs have therefore: this advantage over us, that Mi 
they can be fooner prepared for war, and to this muft be afcribed: all | 
| the fuccefs which the Spaniards have obtained. This, my Lords, HT 


will not be obviated by the bill now before us, nor will it indeed pro- i it 


cure 
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cure any other benefit to the trade, or any addition to’the power) of 
the nation. 


Of the ten claufes comprized in the bill, the greateft partrisanis 
verfally allowed to be injudicioufly and erroneoufly propofed.; and 
thofe few, which were thought of more importance, have been ‘fhewn 
to contain no new expedients, nor to add any thing to the prefent 

regulations. 


I cannot therefore difcover any reafon, my Lords, that fhould in- 
duce us to refer toa committee this bill, of which partis confefledly 


to be rejected, and the reft is apparently fuperfluous. 
{Then the queftion being put, Whether the bill fhould be referred: 
a committee? It pafled in the negative. Content 25. Not:con- 


bill by the Lords, a bill which related to 
lefs rine ortance than the fecurity of trade and naviga- 


tion, and which had been unanimoufly paffed by the Commons, it 
was fatirically remarked, that the Upper Houfe underftood trade sand 
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n the elaowen However, the circumftances that 


wach 


ication of the bill, with the amendments 
nd the reafons edd wv the Lords on both fides, expected: with the 
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November 16, 1742. 
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Parliament having met, according to the Royal Summons, on this Day, 


on 


his Majefty made a Speech from the Throne, which being afterwards 
vead by the Prefident, Lord TWEEDALE rofe, and fpoke as follows : 


B51 
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My Lords, It is not without the higheft fatisfaction, that every 
lover of mankind muft look upon the alterations that have lately been 


produced in the ftate of Europe ; nor can any Briton forbear to ex- 
prefs an ammediate and particular pleafure to obferve his’ country 
i its former dignity, to fee his own nation ‘thake off 
dependence, 


Abt L742] AN AD DR.ES S. 22% 
dependence; and rouze from inactivity, cover the ocean with her 
fleets, and awe the continent with her armies, bid once more defiance 


tothe rapacious. invaders of meighbouring kingdoms and the daring 
j 1er influence ia 


‘3 
projectors of univerfal dominion ;-once more exert | 
foreign courts, and {ummon the monarchs .of the weit to anotner 
confederacy againtt the power of France. 
The Queen of Hungary, who was la tely obliged to retire at the 


approach of her enemies, to lea e her capital in danger of a fiege, 


and feek fhelter in the remoteft 
jately fo harrafied with invafions, and fo PME with danvers, that 
{he could fearcely Ay from one ravazer, without the hazard of falling 
into the hands of another, is now.able to give la 


Ww 
to return the violence which fhe has fuffered, is inftea 


corner of her dominions, who was 


mercy from thofe who had no rega rd but to their own sates ee 


were determined to annihilate her family and divide her dominions, 
‘now fits in full fecurity on her throne, ie the march of diftant 


armies, and dictates the terms on \ which thofe who have ertesea icr 


dominions fhall be fuffered.to efcape. 

Such, my Lords, is the prefen 
have the affairs of the reft of 
of the Houfe of Bourbon has been diminifhed on every fide, its al- 
liance has been kejected, and its influence difregarded. 


The King of Sardinia has openly engaged to hinder the 


from erecting a new kingdom in Italy ; and though he has hitherto 


been fomewhat embarrafled in his meafures, and oppreiled ‘by the 
fuperiority of his enemies, has at lea aft, by preventing the conjunc 
he Auftrians from being over- 


1 


of the Spanith armies, preferved tl 
whelmed. Nor can the fituation of his dominions, and the number 


ef his forces, fuffer us to doubt, that in a fhort tim e he will be abie 


entirely to fecure Italy, fince he has already recovered his country, 
and drove back the Spaniards into the bofom of France. 


‘The condition of the other Spanifh army is fuch, as no enemy car 


with to be aggrav: ated by new cala amitie They are fhut upvin a 


a S 


country without provifions, or of which the inhabitants are unwilling 


to fupply them: on one fide are neutr al ftates, to which the law of 


nations bars their entrance; on another the Mediterranean Sea, which 
can afford them only the melancholy profp ect of ho asftile armaments, 
or fometimes of their own fhips falling into the hands of the Britons ; 
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behind them are the troops of Auftria reat to embarra({s the: 
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intercept their convoys, and receive thofe whom famine and defpair 


incite’ to chat nge their’ mafters, ‘and to feek among foreign nations 


that eafe and fafety, of which the divans of their own government, 


and the madnefs: of their own leaders, has deprived them.’ “Such is 
their diftrefs, and fo’ great their diminution, that a few inonths muft 
complete their ruin, they muft be deftroyed without the honour of 
a battle, they muft fink under the fatigue of hungry marches, by 


which no enemy is overtaken or efcaped, and be at length devoured 
by thefe difeafes, which toil and penury will inevitably: produce: 
‘That the diekisiseichs of the influence of the Hou of Boutbon is 


not an empty opinion, which we eafil; y receive 


, becaufe we with it'to 
be true; that other nations likewifé fee the pause events with the fame 


entiments, and prognofticate the decline of that power which has 
fo long intimidated the univerfe, appears from the declaration now 
made by his Majefty of the condué of the Swedith court. 
That nation which was lately governed by the counfels,and glutted 
with the bounties of France, which watched the nod of her mighty 
patronefs, and made war at her command againft the Rufian empire, 


now begins to ee) that there are other powers more worthy of 
confidence and refped 


ect, more careful ‘to obferve their engagements, 
or more able to fulfil them, She therefore requefts the Britifh mo- 


narch to extricate her from thofe dif ficulties, in which the js entangled 
i ahs 


i“) a blind compliance with French diQ ates, to reftore to-her ‘the 


difmembered provinces, and recal that enemy which now impends 
over her capital 


!, and whom the French have neither intereft to ap- 
peafe, nor ftreneth to refit. 
Such, my Lords,:is the prefent profpect which offers itfelf to him 
who furveys Europe with a political view, and examines the prefent 
intereft and difpofitions of ne ighbouring potentates ; fuch is the order 


which has been produce 


produced from general confufion, and fuch the re- 
eitablifhment of ‘equal power, which has: fucceeded thefe concuffions 


| additio e pleafure which this change muft afford 
every man, who has either wifdom to difcover his own happinefs, or 
benevolence to'rejoice in that ‘of others, that it hasbeen the effect 
hot of chance but of conducts that itis not an unforefeen events 
oe by the fecret operation of caufes fortuitoufly concurring, 
bit ithe tefult of a political and juft deign, well.concerted and fteadily 
eajube 5 that every advantage which has been gaimedy isothe confes 


quence 
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quence of meafures laid to obtain it; that our, happinefs has been 
procured by prudence, and that our counfels have not been lucky 
but. wife. 

If we refle&, my Lords, upon the caufes which have contributed 
tothe refcue of Europe from impending flavery, which have ire- 


eftablifhed the Queen of Hungary im her dominions, enabled her to 


lay wafte the territories of her.invaders, confirmed her friends in 
their fidelity, and intimidated thofe. whom rival interefts inclined to 
with her fall, or the hope of fharing in the plunder had incited to 


form defigns againft her. If we enquire to what it is to be afcribed, 


that fhe is able to form new alliances, and defend her dominions 
with confederate armies, we fhall find it eafy to trace all thefe 
revolutions to oné caufe, the fteady and prudent conduct of the King 
of Britain. 

Our Sovereign, my Lords, has looked on the troubles of Europe 
with that concern which public virtue infpires; he has feen the fuf- 
ferings of this illuftrious. princefs with that compafion which ts 
always due to magnanimity opprefled, and formed-refolutions for her 
afaftance with that ardour, which courage naturally kindles ;. but 
with that caution likewife and fecrecy. which experience. dictates. 
But he remembered, my Lords, that though he was the friend of the 
Queen of Hungary, he was to confider himifelf as the father of the 
people of Britain; that he was not to exhault the forces of this na- 
tion in romantic expeditions, or exhauft its treafures in giving af- 
fiftance which was not needed. 

He therefore waited to obferve the event ofthe war, and to dif- 
cover. whether the inceflant ftruggles of the Auftrians would'be able 
to throw off the load with which they were opprefled; but he found 
¢hat their fpirit, however ardent, could not fupply the want of {trength:; 
he found that they were fainting under infuperable labours, and that 
though, they were in no danger o 
their enemies, they muft in a fhort time be wearied wath their 
numbers. 

His. Majefty then knew, my Lords, that by fending them: fpeedy 
affiftance, he at once promoted the intereft of his people, and gra- 
tified his. own inclinations; he therefore fupplied the Queen with 
fuch fums as enabled her to levy new forces, and drive her enemies 
before her, By procuring a reconciliation with the King of Pruffia, 
he freed. her from thesnearc and molt formidable danger, and. gave 
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her an opportunity to fecure sherfelf againft the menaces of other 
powers. 

But though fhe was fet free from domeftic dangers, though invas 
fion was driven from her capital, though captivity no. longer purfued 
her flight, nor ufurpation hovered over -her ‘throne, her more diftant 
dominions were itill a prey to her enemies. ‘The, Spaniards had al- 
ready landed one army in Italy, with which: another was haftening - 
to join. The fuccefs of this enterprize, which would, have gained 
the greateft part of Italy, could only be hindered by the King of 
Sardinia, who was therefore folicited by the Spaniards and. French 
to favour their defign, with the ftrongeft proteftations, and the moft 
magnificent promifes. But thefe were overbalanced by the influence 
of the King of Britain, whofe name. was. of fufficient importance 
to.make the weaker part moft eligible, and to counterbalance the 
force of immediate intereft. 

‘T’hus was the paflage into Italy barred againft the Spaniards, by 
obitacles which they can never furmount, while the other army is 
befieged by our fleet, and by the Auftrians ; and reduced, inftead of 
conquering kingdoms, to: change their camp, and regulate their 
marches, with no. other view than. to avoid famine. “While that 
prince, whofe dominions might moft commodioufly afford them fuc- 
cour, and whom all the ties of nature and of intereft oblige to.afitt 
them, is awed by the Britifh fhips of war, which lie at anchor before 
his metropolis, and of which the commanders, upon the leaft fufpi- 
cion of hoftilities againft the Queen of Hungary, threaten to batter 
his palaces, and deftroy his city. , 

In this manner, my’ Lords, has the King. of Britain affifted the 
Houfe of Auftria with his treafures, his influence, and his navy ;.thus 
does he fubdue fome enemies, and reftrain others; thus does ‘he- hold 
the balance of the wars, and thus does he add the weight of power 
to the feale of juftice. 

But to fecure the fuccefs that has been already obtained, and te 
take from the enemies of liberty all hopes of recovering the advan- 
tages which they have loft; he has now no longer confined his af- 
fiftance to negotiations and pecuniary fupplies. He knows that 
alliances are always beft obferved, when they confer fecurity, or 
produce manifeft advantage; and that money will not be always 
equivalent to armies. He has, therefore, now acted openly in. de- 
fence of his ally, has filled Flanders once more with Britifh troops, 

and 
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and garrifoned the frontier towns with the forces of that nation by 
which they were gained. The veteran now fees once more the 
plains over which he formerly purfued the {quadrons of France, points 
the place where he feized the ftandards, or broke the lines, where*he 
trampled the oppreffors of mankind, with that fpirit which is en+ 
kindled by liberty and juftice. His heart now beats once more at 
the fight of thofe walls which he formerly flormed, and he fhews the 
wounds which he received in the mine; or on the breach. The 
French now difcover, that they are not yet Lords of the continent ; 
and that Britain has other armies ready to force once more the pafles 
of Schellembourg, or break down the intrenchments of Blenheim ; 
to wreft from them the fcepter of univerfal monarchy, and confine 
them again to their own dominions. 

To the Britifh regiments his Majefty has joined a large body of 
the forces of his own electorate, without regard to the danger which 
may threaten his dominions in the abfence of his troops, having na 
other view ‘than to fecure the public tranquillity at whatever hazard 
of his own, and being convinced that private intereft is moft effec- 
tually fecured by a fteady attention to general good. 

Thefe meafures, my Lords, undoubtedly demand our gratitude 
and applaufe. Gratitude is always due to favourable intentions, and 
diligent endeavours, even when thofe intentions are fruftrated, and 
thofe endeavours defeated; and applaufe is often paid to fuccefs, 
when it has been merely the effect of chance, and been produced b 
meafures ill adapted to the end which was intended by them. But 
furely, when juft defigns have been happily executed, when wife mea- 
fures are bleffed with fuccefs, neither envy nor hatred will dare to 
refufe their acclamations; furely thofe will at leaft congratulate 
whom the corruption of their hearts hinders from rejoicing, and thofe 
who cannot love, will at leaft commend. 

Here, my Lords, I fufpe& no inclination to depreciate the happi~ 
nefs that-we enjoy, or to calumniate that virtue by which it has 
been obtained ; and therefore doubt not but your Lordfhips will rea- 
dily concur in the reafonable motion which I have now to offer : 

“© That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to return 
him the thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious fpeech from the 
Throne. 
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es ay: 


Lo declare our juft fenfe of his Majefty’s great care and vigi- 


lance for the fupport of the Houfe of Auftria, and for reftoring and 
fecuring the balance of Pushes 


ajefly’s: great ror and attention to 
the public welfare, in Ait" fo confidera a body of his forces 
itito the Low Countries, and in ftrencthe ait them with his electoral 
troops, and the Heffians in the Britith pay; and thereby forming fuch 
an army as may defend and encourage thote powers who are well 
intentioned, and give a real affiftance to the Queen of Hungary, and 
to aflure his Majefty of the concurrence. and {upport’ of this Houfe 
in this neceflary meafure. 


“ ‘To exprefs our fatisfaction in the good effets which the vigour 


rn 
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exerted by Great-Britain in affifting its ancient allies, and maintain- 
img the liberties of Europe, hath already had on the affairs of the 


Queen of Hungary, and on the condu@ of feveral powers ; and our 


hopes that a fteady perfeverance in the farne meafures, will infpire 
the like {pirit and refolution into other powers, equally engaged by 
treaties and common intereft to take the like part. 
To give his Majefty the ftrongeft aflutances, that this Houfe has 
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his Majefty, the true intereft. and profperity 
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of his kingdoms, the fecurity'and advancement of their commerce, 
the fuccels of the war againit Spain, and the re-eftablifhment of the 
balance and tranquillity of Europe entirely at heart. That thefe 
u r proceedings and refo- 
Nutions, ‘this Floufe being determ ied to fupport his Majefty in all 
yuit and necefiary meafures for attaini ing thofe great and aofeable 


nd {L,, - “7% : me 4 alice ff- * 
ends, and to ftand by and defend his Majefty againft all his enemies.” 


Lord Monrrort fpoke next to the follaioidy effect : — My 
Lords, the motion offered by the on ioble Lord, is in my opinion fo 
Affembly, and fo 


the gratitude which the vigitenge of his Majefty for the 
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proper and juit, fo fuitable to ‘the dignity of this 


E in every heart not chilled by ungene- 
xis indolenge, or hardened | “ inveterate difaffeQtion, that I cannot 
difcover any ‘reafon for which it can be oppofed, and therefore hope 
that every Lord will concur in jit otk no lefs alacrity and'zeal than 
I now rife up-to fecond it. 

It may indeed naturally be hoped from this Houfe, that his Ma- 
will be readily approved, fince they are fuch as even 
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maiice and faction will not dare to cenfure or oppofe, fuch as ca- 
lumny 
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Jumny will not venture to defame, and fuch as thofe who will not 
praife them can riever mention. If it be allowed, that the intereft 
of France is oppofite to that of Britain, that the equipoife of power 
on the continent is to be preferved; if any of the counfels of our 
anceftors deferve our attention, if our viflories at Crefly or at Ramil- 
lies are juflly 


1 


celebrated by our hiftorians, the wifdom of our Soye- 
reizn’s conduct cannot be denied. 
The French, my Lords, whom our armies in the reign of Anne 
faw flying before them, who, from dividing kingdoms, and pre+ 
fcribing laws to mankind, were reduced to oo defence of their own 
country, who were driven from intrenchment to intrenchment, and 
from one foftification to another, now grown infolent with the plea- 


Cc 


{ures Of peace, and the affluence of commerce, have forgotten the 
power by which their fchemes were baffled, and their arregance re- 
prefled ; by which their fabric of univerfal monarchy was fhattered, 


1 


and themfelves almoft buried in the ruins. 
Ke ee ye e ‘a het Se! 4 
Infatuated with the contemplation of their own force, elated with 
? 
the number of their troops, the magnificence of their cities, and the 
Lr, 
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opulence of their treafury, they have once more imagined themfelves 


fuperior to refiftance, and again afpire to the command of the 
univerfe ; they have now for fome time aflumed the haughty ftile of 


the legiflators of mankind ; And have expected, 


t 
appeal to them as to the higheft human tribunal, and that nations 


| fhould fubmit their claims to aka arbitration ; 
aflumed the diftribution of dominions, and expeét that neither peace 
fhall be concluded, nor war proclaimed, but by their permiffion or 
advice. 

By this gradation of exorbitant claims and oppreflive meafures 
have they at length arrived, my Lords, at the fummit of infolence ; 
by thefe fteps have they afcended once more the towering throne of 
univerfal monarchy; nor was any thing wanting to complete their 
plan, but that their ancient rival, the German empire, fhould be 
reduced to acknowledge their fovereignty, and that the fupreme dig 
nity of Europe fhould be the gift of the French bounty. 

The death of the late Emperor without fons, furnifhed them with 
an opportunity of executing their defign, too favourable to be ne- 
glected. They now imagined it in their power not only to difpofe 
of the imperial dignity, but to divide the dominions of the Houfe of 
Auftria into many petty fovereigntics, incapable fingly of oppofing 
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them, and unlikely to unite in any.common caufe, or to preferve a 
confederacy unbroken, if they fhould by accident agree to form it. 

‘They therefore fent their armies into Germany, to fuperintend 
the approaching election, and by hovering over the territories of 
princes unable to refift them, extorted voices in favour of their ally; 
a prince, whofe dominions mutt by their fituation always oblige him 
to compliance with the demands, and to concurrence in the fchemes 
of his protectors, and who will rather a@ as the fubftitute of France, 
than the Emperor of Germany. 

But it was to no purpofe that they had graced their dependent with 
titular honours and enfigns of fovereignty if the Houfe of Auftria 
{till retained its hereditary dominions, and preferved its itrength, 
when it had loft its dignity. They well knew, that armies were 
equally formidable, whether commanded by an Emperor, or an in+ 
ferior Sovereign; and that a mere alteration of names, though it 
might afford a flight and tranfient gratification to vanity, would pro- 
duce no real increafe or diminution of power. 

They therefore thought it neceflary to improve the prefent time of 
confufion, and excite all the princes of the empire to. revive their 
ancient claims upon the Auftrian territories; claims, which how 
long foever they had been forgotten, howfoever abrogated by long 
prefcription, or annulled by fubfequent treaties, were now again to 
become valid, and to be decided by the arbitration of France. 

But this project being defeated by the heroic conftancy of the Queen 
of Hungary, whofe wifdom and refolution, which will equal her name 
in future hiftories with thofe of the moft fuccefsful conquerors, -re-= 
jected their mediation, and refufed to own her right doubtful, by 
fubmitting it to be tried ; they were obliged no longer to diflemble 
their defigns, or make further pretences to refpect or tendernefs. 
Her fall was neceflary to their own exaltation; they therefore kindled 
a general conflagration of war, they excited all the princes to take 
arms again{t her, and found it indeed no difficult tafk to perfuade 
them to attack a princef$s, whom they thought unable to form an 
army, whom they believed they fhould rather purfue than engage, and 
whofe dominions might be overrun without bloodfhed, and whom they 
fhould conquer only by marching againft. 

Such acombination as this, a combination of monarchs, of which 
each appeared able fingly to have carried on.a war againft her, no« 
thing but the higheft degree of magnanimity could have formed a 
defign 
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defign of refifting ; nor could that refiftance have procured the leaft 
advantages, or retarded for a fingle day the calamities that were 
threatened, had it not been regulated by every martial virtue, had 


| not policy united with courage, and caution with activity. 


Thus did the intrepidity of this princefs, my Lords, fupport her 
again{ft the ftorms that fhook her kingdom on every fide; thus did 
thofe, whom her virtues gained over to her fervice, and whom her 
example animated with contempt of fuperior numbers, defend her 
againft the forces of all the furrounding nations, led on by Monarchs, 
and elated with the profpect of an eafy conqueft. 

But the utmoft that could be hoped from the moft refined ftrata- 
gems, or the moft exalted courage, was only that her fate might be 
deferred, that fhe would not fall wholly unrevenged, that her ene- 
mies would fuffer with her, and that victory would not be gained 
without a battle. It was evident, that bravery muft in time give 


| way to ftrength, that vigour muft be wearied, and policy exhaufted, 


that by a conftant fucceffion of new forces, the moft refolute troops 
muft be overwhelmed; and that the Houfe of Auftria could only 
gain by the war, the fatal honour of being glorioufly extinguifhed. 

This his Majefty’s wifdom eafily enabled him to difcover, and his 
goodnefs incited him to prevent; he called upon all the powers, who 
had promifed to preferve the Pragmatic Sanction, to have regard to 
the faith of nations, and by fulfilling their engagements, to preferve 
the liberties of Europe; but the fuccefs of his remonftrances only 
afforded a new inftance of the weaknefs of juftice, when oppofed to 
intereft or fear. All the potentates of the continent were reftrained 
by the threats, or gained by the promifes of France ; and the dilpofa) 
of the pofleffions of the Auftrian Houfe, feemed by the general con- 
fent of Europe, to be refigned to the family of Bourbon. 

But our Sovereign was not yet difcouraged from aflerting the 
rights which he had promifed to maintain, nor. did he think the 
neglect or treachery of others a fufficient reafon for refufing that 
affiftance, which juftice and policy equally required. He knew the 
power of his own empire, and though he did not omit to cultivate 
alliances, he was confcious of his ability to proceed without them ; 


and therefore fhewed, by fending his troops into. the Auftrian terri- 


tories, that the meafures of the Sovereign of Britain were not to be 
regulated by either his enemies, or his confederates; that this nation 


| is yet able to fupport its own claims, and protect thofe of its allies ; 
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arid that while wé attack one of the: kingdoms of) the’ Houfe.of 


Bourbon, we are not Sasa. GA the eat at Gehavts; 


rent; the King se Sardinia engaged to oppofe the entrance ofthe 
Spaniards into italy; ions “King of Pruffia not only made a peace 
with the Queen of Hungary, by whom al was more to be dreaded 
thanany other enemy, but entered into an alliance with hisoMajefty, 
who has made no {mall addition to his nude. by ‘another treaty 
with the ‘mot powerful nations of the North. 


Fine my Lords, are the dreadful arms of Pranee;: which are 


never employed but in the deteftable and horrid plan‘of extending 
flavery, and fupporting Hy reffion, ftopped in the full career of duc- 


cefs, This is the fchémé of wniverfal monarchy once:more blafted, 
and the world taught, that the prefervation. of the rights of mane 
kind, the fecurity of religion, and! the ‘eftablifhment of peace, are | 
not impracticable, that the power of Britam is yet uridimimifhed, and 
that her fpirit is not 

By his Majefty’s conduct, my Lords, the reputation of our count 
try'is now raifed to its utmoft height; we are now-confidered as the 
arbiters of empire, the protectors of right, the patrons of diftrefs, 
and the fuflainers of the balance of the world. I cannot therefore 
put conclude, that no man in this iJluftridus Aflembly will be unt 
willing to acknowledge that wifdom and-.firtmnefs, which not. only 
this nation, ‘but the greateft part of the univerfe; will remember 
“with oratitude in the remoteft ages, and that the motion, which 1 
16w fecond, will be univerfally approved. 

‘The Speaker then read the motion, and afked imthe*ufual form, 
whether it was their Lordfhip’s pleafure that the queftionfhould be put, 
upon which Lord CuzstTeRrieLp rofe up, and {poke to the following 
purpofe:—-My Lords, though the motion “has been, by the noble 
Lord who made ‘it, introduced: with all the art of rhetoric, and en. 
forcéd' by him that feconded it, withthe utmoft‘ardour of zeal, and 
the higheit raptures of fatisfaction aid. gratitude; thoueh all the late 
meafures/have been recommended “to our applaufey ‘as: proofs ‘of the 
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ftricielt fidelity, and ‘the moft fa ee 
se 


cious ‘policy; arid’ though Doam 
them with weaknef ‘or injuftice, 
or ‘from pretending to have difcovered ih thera a fecret tendency ‘to 
‘advance any interefl in oppofitionotothapof Britain, lam yet not 


able to ‘prevail upon-myteltito fupprefserhofe lava which hiider 
me 


very far from tending to chat 
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me from concurring with them, and from approving the Addrefs 
which is now propofed. 

I am lefs inclined, my Lords, to favour the prefent motion, be- 
eaufe Tvhave long been defirous ‘of feeing the ancient. method of 
general Addrefles revived by this Houfe ; a method of Addrefs by 
which our ‘princes were reverenced without flattery, and which left 
us at liberty to honour the Crown, without defcending to idolize the 
Miniftry. 

I know not, my Lords, what advantages have. been procured. by 
an annual repetition of the fpeeches from the Throne, however gra- 
cious or excellent. For ourfelves, we have certainly obtained no 
new confidence from the Crown, nor any higher degree of honour 
among the people. The incenfe, which from our cenfers has fo 
long perfumed the palace, has inclined the nation to fufpect, that we 
are long enough inured to idolatry, to offer up their properties for a 
facrifice, whenever they fhall be required; and 1 cannot diflemble 
my fufpicions, that a long continuance of this cuftom may give 
fome ambitious or oppreffive prince in fome diftant age, when per- 
haps this beneficent and illuftrious family may be extinct, the con- 
fidence to demand it. 

I cannot but be of opinion, and hope your Lordfhips will be con 
vinced upon very fhort reflection, that there is a ftile of fervility, 
which it becomes not this Houfe to ufe even to our Monarchs: we 
are to remember, indeed, that reverente which is always due from 
fubjects, but to preferve likewife that dignity which 1s infeparable 
from independence and legiflative authority. 

That we ought not to defcend to the meaneft of flattery, that we 
ought to preferve the privilege of fpeaking, without exaggerated 
praifes, or affected acknowledgments, our regard not only to our- 
felves, but to our Sovereign ought toremind us, For nothing is 
more evident, my Lords, than that no Monarch can be happy while 
his people are miferable ; that the Throne can be fecure only by 
being guarded by the affections of the people; and the prince can 
only gain and preferve their affections, by promoting their intereft, 
and fupporting their privileges. 

But how, my Lords, fhall that Monarch diftinguifh the intereft 
ef his people, whom none fhall dare to approach with information ! 
How fhall their privileges be fupported, if when they are infringeds 
no man will complain? And -who fhall dare to lay any public eriev- 
Q 4 ances, 
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ances, or private wrongs before the King of Britain, if thehighert 
Aflembly of the nation fhall never addrefs him but in’ terms''of 
flattery P 

The neceffity of putting an end to this corrupt cuftom, becomes 
every day more and more urgent ; the affairs of Europe are hafter+ 
ing to a crifis, in which all our 1 uaeaee and ‘all’ our influencé “will 


be required ; and we e ought therefore to take care not to ‘perplex our 


refolutions by voluntary ignorance, or deftroy our credit by a°public 
approbation of meafures, which we are well known not to un- 
derftand. 

I fuppofe, none of your Lordfhips, who are not engaged in’ ‘the 
adininiftration of affairs, will think it derogatory from the reputation 


of your abilities and experience, to confefs, that you do not yet fee-all 


the circumftances or confequences of the meafures which you ate 
defired to applaud; meafures which have been too lately taken ‘te 
difcover their own tendency, and with relation to which no papers 
have been laid before us. We are told of armies joined, and trea- 
ties concluded, and therefore called upon to praife the wifdom of our 
negotiations, and the ufefulnefs and vigour of our military prepara - 
tions ; though we are neither acquainted on what terms our alliances 
are formed, ‘hor on what conditions our auxiliaries affift' us! 

This, my Lords, is lurely fuch treatment as no liberal mind can 
very patiently fupport ; it is little lefs than to require that we fhould 
follow our guides with our eyes fhut; that we fhould place implicit 
confidence in the wifdom of our ainieee: and having firft fuffered 
Bly to blind ourfelves, affift them afterwards to blind the people. 

Vhe longer I dwell upon the ‘confideration of this motion, ‘the 
more arguments arife to perfuade me, that we ought not haftily to 
agree to it. My Lords, the Addrefs propofed, like the fpeech itfelf, 
Is of a ver complicated and intri¢ate kind, and comprifes in a 
few words many tranfactions of great importance, crouded together 
with an artful brevity, that the’ mind may be hindered by the multi- 


Jj 


ude of images, froma diftinét and deliberate confideration’ of par- 
ticulars. FYeie re are acts of negotiation confounded with operations 
of war, one treaty entangled with another, and the union of the 
postive with our troops, ‘mentio oned’almoft in the fame fentence 
with the Spanifh war. This croud of tranfaGtions) fo different! in 
their nature, “fo various in their confequences, who can venture te 


apprs 
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approve in the grofs? or who can diftinguifh without long exa- 
mination ? 
I hope, my Lords, that I fhall not be charged with want of can- 
dour, in fuppofing the motion not to be an extemporaneous compo-~ 
fition, but to be drawn up with art and deliberation. It is’ well 
known, that the Addrefs is often concerted at the fame time that 
the fpeech is compofed ; and that it is not uncommon to take advan- 
tage of the fuperiority which long aequaintance with the gueftion 
_ gives thofe who defend the motion, above thofe. who oppofe it, oes 
We are indeed told, that the vifible effects of his Majefty’s mea~ Ali ge 
{ures prove their expediency, and that.we may fafely applaud that ii 
condu@ of which we receive the benefits, But, my Lords, the ad- 
vantages muft be feen or felt before they can be properly acknow- Nn 
ledged ; and it has not been fhewn, that we have yet either intimi- a 
dated the enemies of the Queen of Hungary, whofe intereft we have 
been lately taught to believe infeparable from our own, or encourag- 
ed any new allies to declare in her favour. 
The Dutch, my Lords, are not yet roufed from their flumber of 


neutrality ; and how loudly foever we may affert our zeal, or with 


whatever pomp we may difplay our ftrength, they ftill feem to doubt 


either our integrity or force ; and are afraid of engaging in the quar- 
rel, left they fhould be either conquered or betrayed, Nor has the 
approach of our army, however they may be delighted with the ah 
fhow, infpired them with more courage, though they are enforced ny } i 
by the troops of Hanover. ) Hes 
The addition of thefe forces. to the Britith army, has been men- Peis 
tioned as an inffance of uncommon attention to the great caule of 
univerfal liberty, as a proof that no regard has been ‘paid to private 
intereft, and that all confiderations are facrificed to public good. 
But fince no fervice can be fo great but it may he overpaid, it is 
neceflary that we may judge of the benefit, té inform us on what 
germs it has been obtained, and how well the aét of fucceflion has Ab tit 
peen obferved on this occafion. ne 
Though I am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the maxims rag te 
which prevail in the prefent age, and have had too much experience Mh 
of the motives, by which the decifions of the Senate are influenced, ae 
| «to offer any motion of my own, yet thefe reafons will withhold me 
from concurring with thiss I cannot but be of opinion, that the Ct 
queftion qught to be poftpoyed te another day, in which the Houle i a 
ey Ke 
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may be fuller, our deliberations be affifted by the wifdom and expes 
rience of more than thirty Lords, who are now abfent, and the fubs 
jects of enquiry, of which many are new and unexpected, maly ibe 
more accurately confidered; nor can I prevail upon myfelf to returm 
to general declarations any other than general anfwers. 

Lord Carteret anfwered in fubftance as follows :—My Lords, 
As there has arifen no new queftion,. as his Majefty in affifting the 
Queen of Hungary, has only followed the advice of the Senate ; I 
am far from being able to difcover, why any long deliberation fhould 
be neceflary to a concurrence with the motion now before us, or 
whence any doubt can arife with regard to the effets of his Majefty’s 
meafures ; effecis which no man will deny, who will. believe either 
his own eyes, or the teftimony of others; effects, which every man 
who furveys the ftate of Europe muft perceive, and which our friends 
and our enemies will equally confefs. 

To thefe meafures, which we are now to confider, it muft be 
afcribed, that the French are no longer lords of Germany; that they 
no longer hold the princes of the empire in fubjeCtion, lay provinces 
waite at pleafure, and fell their friendfhip on their own terms. By 
thefe meafures have the Dutch been delivered from their terrors, and 
encouraged to deliberate freely upon the ftate of Europe, and pre- 
pare for the fupport of the Pragmatic San@tion. But the common 
caufe has been moft evidently advanced by gaining the King of Pruffia, 
by whofe defection the balance of the-war was turned, and at leaft 
thirty thoufand men taken away from the fcale of France. 

This, my Lords, was a change only to be effected by a patient 
expectation of opportunities, and a politic improvement of cafual ad- 
vantages, and by contriving methods of reconciling the intereft of 
Pruffia with the friendfhip of the Queen of Hungary ; for princes, 
like other meh, are“inclined to prefer their own intereft to all other 
motives, and to follow that {cheme which fhall promife moft gain. 

That all this, my Lards, has been effected, cannot be denied 3; nor 
can it be faid to have been: effected by any other caufes than the 
condut of Britain: had this-nation looked either with cowardly de- 
fpair, or negligent inactivity, on the rifing power of France and the 
troubles of the continent; had the diftribution of empire been left to 
Chance, our thoughts confined wholly “to ‘commerce, and ‘our pros 
fpects not extended beyond our own ifland, the liberties of Europe 
had been at-an end, the French had eftablifhedthemfelves in the:fe= 

cure 


Ku 1 72 | Aw AD D-R-E'S S. 295 
cutes pofleMion of uhiverfal: monarchy, would henceforth have ‘fet 
mankind at defiance, and wantoned without fear in oppreffion and 
infolence. 

Thete, my Lords, are’confequences of ‘the measures purfued by 
his Majefty, of which neither the reality nor the importance can be 
queftionéd,-and therefore they may doubtlefs be approved without 
héfitation.: For furely, my Lords, the addition of the Hanoverian 


trocps’to the forces.of our own nation can raife no {cruples, nor be 


- 


yeprefented as any violation of the Act of Settlement. 


Of the meaning of that memorable a&, I believe, I do not need 
any information. I know it is provided, that this nation fhall not 
be engaged in war in the quarrel of Hanover ; but I fee no traces of 
a-reciprocal obligation, nor can difcover any claufe, by which we 
are forbidden to make ufe in our own caufe of the alliance of Hano- 
ver, or by which the Hanoverians are forbidden to afift us. 

I hope, my Lords, this reprefentation of the ftate of our tranf- 
aGions with Hanover, will not be charged with artifice or fophiftry. 
I know how invidious a tafk is undertaken by him who attempts to 
fhew any connection between interefts fo generally thought oppofite, 
and am fupported in this apology only by the confcioufnefs of integrity, 
and the intrepidity of truth. cn 

The affiftance of Hanover, my Lords, was at this time apparently 
necéflary. Our own troops, joined with the Heffians, compofed a 
body too fmall to make any efficacious oppofition to the defigns of 
France ; but by the addition of fixteen thoufand men, became fuffi- 
ciently formidable to oblige her to employ thofe troops, for the fe- 
curity of her frontiers, with which fhe intended to have overwhelmed 
Italy, and to have exalted another Spanifh prince to a new kingdom. 
The Spaniards, deprived of this affiftance, harrafled by the Auftrians 
with perpetual alarms, and debarred by our fleet from the fupplies 
which are provided for them in their own country, mutt Janguifh 
with penury and hardfhips, being equally cut off from fuccour and 
from fight. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that the true and everlafting inte- 
reft of Britain has been fteadily purfued ; that. the meafures. formed 
to promote it have been not only prudent, but fuccefsful. We did 
not engage fooner in the quarrel, becaufe we were not able to form 
an army fufficiently powerful, An advantageous peace is only to be 
obtained by vigorous preparations for war; nor is it. to be expected 
that 
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that our enemies fhould court our friendfhip, till they fee that our 
oppofition is really formidable, Such, my Lords, is our prefent {tate ; 
we may reafonably hope that the French will'defitt from their defigns, 
becaufe they will have a confederacy to oppofe, more powerful than 
that by which their jmmortal monarch was lately humbled ; and I 
Aope that conduc will always be applauded in this Houfe, which 
enables us to reprefs the arrogance of France. | 

Lord Westmortanp then fpoke to the following purport :— 
My Lords, ‘Though the warmth which the noble Lord has defended 
the motion, and the confidence with which he afferts the propriety 
and efficacy of the meafures to which it relates, are fuch proofs of 
the ftrength of his conviction as leave no room to doubt his fincerity ; 
yet as the fame arguments do not operate upon different minds with 
the fame force, I hope I fhall not be thought lefs fincere, or lefs 
ftudious of the public happinefs, or the honour of the crown, though 
J prefume to differ from him, 

In the motion now before us, I cannot concur, becaufe, though it 
fhould be allowed to contain a juft. reprefentation of foreign affai 


aiTS, 
yet it appears tome to omit thofe confiderations which I think it the 
duty of this Houfe to offer to his Majefty. This nation is, in my 
opinion, expofed to enemies more formidable than the French 3 nor 
do I think that we are at leifure to defend the liberties of Europe, till 
we have made fome provifions for the fecurity of our own; orto 
regulate the balance of power, till we have reftored our conftitution 
to its ancient equilibrium, 

‘That there are flagrant proofs of the moft enormous corruption 
throughout the whole fubordination of public offices; that our pub- 
lic funds are only nurferies of fraud, and that truft of every kind is 
only coniidered as an opportunity of plundering, appears evidently 
irom the univerfal prevalence of luxury and extravagance, from the 
judden affluence of private men, from the wanton riot of their tables, 
the regal fplendour of their equipages, and the oftentatious magnifi- 
cence of their buildings. | 

It is evident likewife, that corruption. is not confined to. public 
othces ; that thofe who have loft their own integrity, have endea- 
voured to deftroy the virtue of others; that attempts have been made 
to fubject the whole nation to the influence of corruption, and to 


ry 
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ipread the contagion of bribery from the higheft to the loweft claffes 
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It is therefore neceflary, before we engage in the confideration of 
foreign affairs, to profecute the enquiry which was begun in the laft 
feffion, to trace wickednefs to its fource, and drag the authors of our 
miferies into the light. 

Thefe, my Lords, are the enquiries which the general voice of t the 
people importunately demands ; thefe are the petitions which ought 
never to be rejected; all parties are now united, and all animofities 
extinguifhed ; nor is there any other clamour than for enquiries and 
punifhment.. 

The other Houfe, my Lords, has been engaged in the laudable 
attempt to detect thofe who have betrayed, or plundered, or corrupted 
their country ; and furcly we ought to have fo much regard to. our 
own honour, as not to fuffer them to toil alone in a defign fo popular, 
fo juft, and fo neceflary, while we amufe ourfelves with applauding 
the fagacity of our minifters, who, whatever they may hope them- 
felves, or promife others, have not yet prevailed on any foreign power 
to concur with them, or to interpofe in the affairs of the continent, 
And therefore I cannot-conceal my fufpicion, that inftead of-furnifh- 
ing any fubject for panegyrics on our policy and caution, we are 
now wafting our treafures and our ftrength in a romantic expedition. 

Since therefore, my Lords, our domeftic evils feem to me moft 
dangerous, I move, that in order to their fpeedy remedy, and that 
the people may fee we donot forget their iminediate intereft, this ad- 
dition be made to the motion now before us : 

<¢ And humbly, to aflure his\Majefty, that we will apply our con- 


fant and perfevering endeavours to calm and heal animofities and: 


divifions, unfeafonable as they are at all times, and moft pernicious 
in the prefent juncture, which the true fatherly tendernefs of his Ma- 
jefty, out of the abundance of his conftant care for the rights and 
liberties of his people, has fo affectionately at the clofe of laft feffion 
recommended from the throne, by fearching thoroughly and effectu- 
ally into the grounds, which are or may be affigned for public dif- 
content, agreeably to the ancient rules and methods of Parliament.” 
This additional claufe being delivered in writing to the Speaker, 
he read it to the Houfe, but faid that the noble Lord fpoke fo low, 
that he could not tell where he propofed to have it inferted. Lord 
WESTMORLAND then direéted him to read the motion, which done, 


he defired that his claufe might be added at the end. 
Upon 
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Upon this Lord Raymonp {poke as follows :—My Lords; The 
addition which the noble Lord has offered to the Addrefs propofed, 
Cannot, in my opinion, be properly admitted, as it has no relation ‘to 
the preceding claufes, but is rather inconfiftent with them. 

Nor doI think it only improper with regard to the other part of 
the motion, but unneceflary in itfelf; fince it has no referénce to His 
Majefty’s Speech, now under our confideration ; fine it will facili_ 
tate none of our enquiries, which may be carried on with equal vigour 
without any fuch unfeafonable declaration of our defign. 

If, therefore, the motion for the amendment be not withdrawn, IT 
fhall move, that the firft queftion be firft put. 

[ Phe gueftion was then put with regard to the firft motion, and it 
palied in the affirmative, without any divifion. ] 


HOUSE OF COMMON = 


December 10, 1742+ 
RA . 2 : x rao e s 
Adotion in the Committee of Supplies, for granting Pay for 16000. Hano= 
werian Troops for the four Months laft paft. 


Sir Wintiam Yonce opened the debate, and {poke in fubftance 
as follows :—Sir, Though the general ftate of the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope cannot be fuppofed to be wholly unknown in this Affembly, yet 
fince the decifion of the queftion now before us, muft depend upon 
the conceptions which every man has formed with regard to the 
affairs on the continent, it will be neceflary to exhibit them to view 
ina narrow compafs, that nothing which may centribute to our in- 
formation may be overlooked or forgotten. 

The late Emperor, for fome time before his death, finding that 
there remained little hopes of male iflue, and that his family would 
be confequently in danger of lofing part of the honours and dignities 
which it had fo long enjoyed, turned his thoughts to the fecurity of 
his hereditary dominions, which he entailed upon his eldeft daughter, 
to preferve them from being broken into. fra 


agments, and divided 


among 
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among.the numerous. pretenders to them; and that this fettlement 
might .be preferved from violation, employed all the opportunities 
which any extraordinary conjunctures prefented to him of obtaining 
the concurrence and ratification of the neighbouring flates. 

As it was always the intereft of this nation to fupport the Houle of 
Auftria, as a counterbalance to the. power of France, it was eafy to 
procure from us a folemn acceffion to this important fettlement; and 
we therefore promifed to fupport it, whenever it fhould be attacked. 
This was in reality only a promife to be watchful for our own advan- 
taze, and to hinder that increafe of the French influence, which mutt 
at length be fatal to ourfelves, 

The like engagements were propofed to many other powers, which 
propofals were by moft of them accepted, and ameng others by France, 
upon confideration of a very large increafe of her dominions; and it 
was hoped, that whatever might be determined by the Electors with 
refpect to the imperial dignity, the hereditary dominions to the Houfe 
of Auftria would remain in the fame family, and that France would 
be hindered by her own engagements from difturbing the peace of 
the empire. 

But no fooner did the death of the Emperor give the enemies of 
the Houfe of Auftria hopes of gratifying. without danger their refent- 
ment and ambition, than almoft all the neighbouring princes began 
to.revive their pretenfions, and appeared refolved to.recover by force, 
what they alledged to have been only by, force withheld from them. 
Armies were raifed on all fides, invafions either attempted or threat- 
ened. from every quarter, and the whole world looked «upon the 
daughter of Auftria either with pity or with joy, as unable to make 
any ftand againft the general confederacy, and under a neceflity of 
yielding to the moft oppreffive terms, and purchafing peace from her 
enemies at their own price. 

It cannot be mentioned, without indignation, that this univerfal 
combination was formed and conducted by the influence of the French, 
who, after having agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction, omitted no en- 
deavours to promote the violation of it; and not only incited the 
neighbouring princes to affert their claim by promifes of affiftance, 
but poured numerous armies into the empire, not only to procure 
by force, and without the leaft regard to equity, an election in favour 
of the Duke of Bavaria, but to affift him’in the invafion of the Au- 
firian dominions, of which the fettlement had been ratified by their 
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concurrence, purchafed at a price which might juftly have been’ 
thought too great, even though they had obferved their ftipulations. 

The pleas which they advanced in vindication of their conduct, it 
is not neceflary to relate; fince, however artfully they may be formed, 
the common fenfe of mankind muft perceive them to be falfe. It. is 
to no purpofe, that they declare themfelves not to have receded from, 
their promife, becaufe they enter the empire only as auxiliaries, and 
their troops act under the command of the Elector of Bavaria; fince 
he that furnifhes troops for the invafion of thofe territories which he 
is obliged to protect, may very juftly be confidered as an invader; as 
he who affifts a thief, partakes the guilt of theft. 

All contracts, Sir, whether between ftates or private perfons, are 
to be underftood according to the known intention of the two parties; 
and I fuppofe it will not be pretended, by the moft hardened advocate 
for the conduct of the French, that the late Emperor would have 
purchafed, at fo dear a rate, their acceffion to. the Pragmatic Sanction, 
if he had fuppofed, that they ftill thought themfelves at liberty to em- 
ploy all their treafure and their force in affifting others to violate it, 

It is well known, that an unfuccefsful war, which the French are 
likewife fulpected of affifting, had, a fhort time before the death of 
the Emperor, weakened his forces, and exhaufted his revenues ; and 
that therefore, when he was furprized by death, he left his family:im- 
poverifhed and defencelefs; fo that his daughter being without money 
or armies, and prefled by enemies on every fide of her dominions; 
was immediately reduced to fuch diftrefs as perhaps fhe only. was able 
to fupport, and fuch difficulties as no other would have entertained 
the leaft hope of being able to furmount, 

In the firft crufh of her calamities, when fhe was driven by the 
torrent of invafion from fortrefs to fortrefs, and from kingdom to 
kingdom, it is not to be denied, that moft of the guarantees.of the 
Pragmatic SanGtion ftood at gaze, without attempting that relief 
which fhe inceflantly called upon them to afford her ; and which in= 
deed they could deny upon no other pretence, than that they were con- 
vinced it would be ineffeftual, that her ruin was not to be prevented, 
and that fhe muft be fwallowed by the deluge of war, which it ap- 
peared impoffible to refift or to divert. 

The Queen, however, determined to aflert her rights, and to de- 
fend her dominions ; and therefore aflembled her forces, and: made_ 
{uch oppofition, that fome of her enemies finding the war, to which 
they 
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they were encouraged only by a belief of the certainty of fuccefs, 
likely to become more hazardous than they expected, foon defifted 
from their claims, and confented to peace upon moderate conditions ; 
and the moft formidable of her enemies, being alienated from the 
French by experience of their treachery, and perhaps intimidated 
by the bravery of his enemies, was at laft willing to become neutral, 
and to be fatished with the recovery of his own claims, without 
afifting the Elector of Bavaria. 

Thus far has this illuftrious princefs ftruggled in’ the tempeft of 
the continent with very little affiftance from her confederates ; but it 
cannot be fuppofed, that thefe violent efforts have not exhaufted her 
ftrength, or that fhe muft not be at length overpowered by the 
armies which the French, enraged at the difappointment of their 
{chemes, are fending againft her. She has an inconteftible claim. te 
our affiftance, promifed by the moft folemn ftipulations, and there» 
fore not to be withheld upon any views of prefent advantage. The 
prudence and magnanimity which fhe has difcovered, prove; that fhe 


: deferves to be fupported upon the common principles of generolity, 
which would not fuffer a brave man to look idly upon a heroine 


ftrugeling with multitudes ; and the oppofition which fhe has been 
able to make alone, fhews that affiftance will not be vain. 
Thefe confiderations, though, fince the Senate has determintd to 


_ affift her, they are not immediately neceflary in a queftion which re 
lates only to’ the manner in which that affiftance fhall be given, are 
yet not entirely ufelefs; fince they may contribute to overbalance 
| any prejudices that may obftruct the fchemes which have been formed, 


and quicken the endeavours of men who might be inclined to reject 
thofe‘counfels to which any fpecious objections fhall be raifed, or 
to lofe that time in deliberation, which ought to be employed in action. 

As the affiftance of this diftrefled Princefs -has been already voted 
by the Senate, it is now no longer to be enquired, what advantages 
can be gained to this nation by protefting her, or whether the benefits 
of victory will be equivalent to the hazards of war? Thefe queftions 
are already determined. It has already appeared neceflary to this 
Houfe, to reftore the balance of power by preferving the Houfe of 


Auftria; and the only queftion, therefore, that remains is, by what 
) means we fhall endeavour to preferve it! ? and whether the means that 


have already been ufed, deferve our apprabation ? 
You. I, R Among 
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Among the feveral {chemes that were propofed for this end, it ap- 
peared moft proper to the miniftry to form an army in the Low 
Countries, whence they might be ready to march wherever their 
prefence might be required, and where they might be eafily fupplied 
with neceflaries. “This army was to be raifed with expedition ; the 
affairs of the Queen of Hungary could admit of no delay ; auxiliary 
troops were therefore tobe hired, and it appeared to them more proper 
to hire the troops of Hanover than of any other nation. 

That the affairs of the Queen of Hungary would admit of no de- 
lay, and that therefore the army in the Low Countries was very 
fpeedily to be formed, cannot be doubted by any one that compares 
her power with that of the nation againft which fhe was contending ; 
a nation incited by a long train of fuccefs to afpire to univerfal mo- 
narchy; a nation which has long been aflembling armies, and accu- 
mulating treafures, in order to give law to the reft of the world; 
which had for many years ftood againft the united force of all the 
bordering powers, and to which the Houle of Auftria is not equal in | 
its full ftrength, much lefs when its treafures had been exhaufted, 
and its troops deftroyed in an unfortunate war before the death of 
the Emperer ; and when almoft every part of its dominions was 
threatened by a particular power, and the troops of each province 
‘were employed in the defence of their own towns; fo that no great 
armies could ‘be collected, becaufe no place could be left without 
uefenders, 

Such was the ftate of the Auftrian dominions, when the troops of 
France broke in upon them ; and in this ftate it muft readily be ac 
knowledged, that neither courage nor prudence could procure fuccefs; 
that no ftratagems could long divert, nor any refiftance repel fuch 
fuperiority of power, and that therefore relief muft be fpeedy, to be 
efficacious. 

That to bring the relief which we had promifed, with expedition 
fufficient to procure any advantages to our ally, to preferve her pro- 
vinces from being laid wafte, her towns from being ftormed, and her 
armies from being ruined ; to reprefs the confidence of the French, 
and recal them from conquefts to the defence of their own territories, 
it was apparently neceflary to hire foreign troops; for to have fent 
over all our own forces, had been to have tempted the French to 
change their defign of invading the Auftrian dominions, into that of 

attacking 
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attacking Britain, and attempting to add this kingdom to their other 
conquefts; to have raifed new troops with expedition equal to the 
neceility that demanded them, was either abfolutely impoflible, or at 
Jeaft very difficult ; and when raifed, they would have been only new 
troops, who, whatever might be their courage, would have been 
without fkill in war, and would therefore have been diftrufted by 
thofe whom they affifted, and defpifed by thofe whom they oppofed. 

Nothing therefore remained, but that auxiliaries fhould be tried, 
and the only queftion then to be decided, was, what nation fhould be 
folicited to fupply us? Nor was this fo difficult to be anfwered as in 
former times, fince there was not the ufual liberty of choice; many 
of the princes who fend their troops to fight for other powers, were 
at that time either influenced by the promifes, or bribed by the 
money, or intimidated by the forces of France ; fome of them were 
engaged in fchemes for enlarging their own dominions, and there- 
fore were unwilling to fupply others-with thofe troops for which they 
were themfelves projecting employment; and, perhaps, of fome 
others it might reafonably be doubted, whether they would not betray 
the caufe which they fhould be retained to fupport, and whether they 
would not in fecret wifh the depreffion of the Queen of Huneary 
by means of thofe invaders whom they be, to refiff, 

Sir, amidft all thefe confiderations, which there was not time com- 
pleatly to adjuft, it was neceflary to turn their eyes upon fome power 
| to which none of thefe objeCtions could be made; and therefore. they 
/immediately fixed upon the Electorate of Hanover, as fubject.to the 


»fame Monarch, and which, therefore, the troops might be properly 
'’confidered as our national allies, whofe intereft and inclinations muft 


be the aE vith our own, and whole fidelity n night be warranted by 
our own Sovereign. 
| [Tt was no {mall advantage that the contract for thefe troops could 
be made without the delay of tedious negotiations; that they were 
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| ready to march upon nd that they had been long 


earned | in the karte difcipline. 


The concurrence of all thefe circumftances, eafily determined our 


Meiciters in in their ge ce, and the troops were ordered to join the 

Britons in the low countries; a ftep which fo much alarmed the 
French, that they no longer endeavoured to pufh forward their con- 
quefts, nor appeared to entertain any other defign than that.of de« 
. fending themfelves , and return! ing I in fafe ety to their own country. 
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Suck was the conduét of our miniftry, {uch were their motives, | 
and fuch has been their fuccefs; nor do I doubt but this Houfe will, 
upon the moft rigorous examination, find reafon to approve both 
their integrity and prudence. Of their integrity they could give no 
greater proof, than their confidence of the agreement of this Houfe , 
to meafures which, though conformable in general to our refolu- 
tions, were not particularly communicated to us; becaufe, indeed, it 
could not be done without lofs of time, which it was neceflary to 
improve with the utmoft diligence, and a difcovery of thofe defigns, 
which ought only to be known by the enemy after they were exe- 
cuted. Of their prudence, their fuccefs is a fufficient evidence; and 
therefore § cannot doubt but Gentlemen will give a fanction to their 
conduct, by providing, according to the eftimates before the Com- 
mittee, for the fupport of troops, which have been found of fo 
great ufe. | 

Lord PowieTrT rofe up next, and fpoke to the effect following: 
wSir, The Honourable Gentleman has with fo much clearnefs and 
elegance difplayed the ftate of Europe, explained the neceflity of 
hiring foreign troops, and fhewed the reafons for which the troops of 
Hanover were preferred to thofe of any other nation, that I believe 
it not to be of any ufe to urge other arguments than thofe which he 
as produced. 

As therefore it is indifputably neceffary to hire troops, and none 
can be hired which can be fo fafely trufted as thofe of Hanover, f 
cannot but agree with the Right Honourable Gentleman, that this 
meafure of his Majefty ought to be fupported. | 

Sir Joun St. Ausyn then fpoke as follows Sir, It is with the 
greateft difficulties that I rife up to give yow this trouble, and. parti- 
cularly after the Honourable Gentleman with whom I am fo very 
unequal tocontend. But when my affent is required to a propofition, 
fo big with mifchiefs, of fo alarming a nature to this country, amd 
which I think, notwithftanding what the Honourable Gentleman 
has moft ingenioufly faid, muft determine from this very day, who 
deferves the character and appellation cf a Briton, I hope you will 
forgive me, if I take this laft opportunity which perhaps I may ever 
have of {peaking with the freedom of a Briton in this Aflembly. 

Tam not able to follow the Honourable Gentleman in any refine- 
ments of reafon upon our foreign affairs ; I have. not fubtilty enowgh 
to do it, nor is it in my way as a private country Gentleman. Bat 
though 
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though country Gentlemen have not that fagacity in bulinefs, and, 
for want af proper lights being afforded us, the penetration of mi- 
nifters into public affairs; yet give me leave to fay, they have one 
kind of fenfe which minifters of ftate feldom have, and at this time 
it is of fo acute a nature, that it muft overthrow the arguments of 
the moft refined adminiftration; this is the fenfe of feeling the 
univerfal diftreffes of their country, the utter incapacity it now lies 
under of fuftaining the heavy burdens that are impofing upon it. 

This I take to be the firft, the great objet of this day’s debate. 
Confider well your ftrength at home, before you entangle yourfelves 
abroad ; for if you proceed without a fufficient degree of that, your 
retreat will be certain and fhameful, and may in the end prove dan- 
gerous. Without this firft, this neceflary principle, whatever may 
be the machinations, the vifionary fchemes of minifters, whatever 
colourings they may heighten them with, to miflead our imagina- 
tions, they will prove in the end for no other purpofe, but to preci- 
pitate this nation, by empty captivating founds, into the private views 
and intrigues of fome men, fo low, perhaps, in reputation and au- 
thority, as to be abandoned to the defperate neceffity of founding 
their ill poffeffed precarious power upon the ruins of this country. 

Next to the confideration of our inward domeftic ftrength, what 
foreign affiftances have we to juftify this meafure? Are we fure of 
one pofitive active ally in the world? Nay, are not we morally cer- 
tain that our neareft, moft natural ally, difavows the proceeding, and 
refufes to co-operate with us? One need not be deep read in politics 
to underftand, that when one ftate feparates itfelf from another, to 
which it is naturally allied, it muft be for this plain reafon, that the 
“intereft is deferted which isin common to them both. And it is an 
‘invariable rule in this country, a rule never to be departed frem, 
‘that there can no caufe exift in which we ought to engage on the 
continent, without the aid and affiftance of that neighbouring ftate. 
This is the teft, the certain mark, by which I fhall judge, that the 
intereft of this country is not at prefent the object in purfuit. 

Is any man then wild enough to imagine, that the acceffion of 
fixteen thoufand Hanoverian mercenaries will compenfate for the lofs 
of this natural ally? No; but it is faid that this indicates fuch a 
‘firmnefs and refolution within ourfelves, that it will induce them 
‘to come in. Sir, if they had any real proofs of our firmnefs 
‘and refolution, that the intereft of this country was to be 
purfued, I dare Gy they would not long hefitate. But they look 
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with a jealous eye upon this meafure, they confider:it.as, an. ars 
gument.of your weaknefs, becaufe it is contrary to,)the- genius -and 
{piritof this country, and. may. therefore leflen -his Majefty in the 
affections of his people. 

‘They have for fome years paft looked. upon a Britith parliament.as 
the corrupt. engine of adminiftration, to.exhauft the riches, and im» 
pair the ftrength of this country. | They -have heard it talk loudly 
indeed of the Houfe. of Auttria, when it,was. in your,power,to-have 
raifed her to that; fate, in which dhe was properly.to be confidered 


1 


as the {upport of the balance of Europe, if timid neutralities had not 
intervened, and our, naval ftrength. had proper rly. interpofed, to: her 
afluitance. 

‘They have lately looked, upon-this parliament, and.with.the joy of 
a.natural ally they, have done it,  refenting, your injuries, bravely 
withitanding, the power, that, you'smight) reftore-the guthoriry. of 
‘our rgancenments demanding conftitutional {ecurities, appointing-a 
amentary Committee for i inquiry and, juftice. »Sir, they. now 
ge.that in Buiy fuppreiled, and juftice difappointed. . In. this fitua- 
lon, what expectations can we form of their acceflion to us 5 talking 
bigly. indeed of yindicating foreign rights, but fo weak and i impotent; 
at home, as not to be able to recover, our own privileges? 

But this meafure is faid to be undertaken in confequence of the 
advice of paceman te srr, here has been:great ftrefs laid upon this— 
It has been loudly proclaimed fram: the Throne, echoed back again 
from hence, and the whole nation is to be amufed with an: opinion, 
that upon this meafure, the fate of the Houfe of Auftria,, the. balance 
and liberties of Europe, the falvation of this country, depend. 

But,was this fatal meafure the recommendation of parliament, or 
was it the offspring of fome bold enterprizing. minifter, hatched in’ 
the interval of parliament, under the wings of prerogative; daring 
to prefume upon the corruption of this Houfe, as the neceflary means 
of his adminiftration? The object indeed might be recommended, 
but if any wrong meafure is undertaken to attain it, that meafure 


dv 
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furely fhould be dropt; for it is equally culpable to purfue a good 
end by bad meafures, as it is a bad end by thofe that are honeft. 
But as to the Addrefs, I with Gentlemen would a little -confider 


the occafion which produced it, Sir, it proceeded from the warmth 
of expectation, the exultation of our hearts, immediatel y after, and 


with the fame breath that you eftablifhed your Committee of In+ 
quury; and it is no forced conftruGien to fay, that it carries this 
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teftimony along with it, that national fecurities and granting fup- 
plies were reciprocal terms. 

But, Sir, 1 muft own for my part, was the occafion never fo 
cogent, Hanoverian auxiliaries are the laft that 1 would vote into 
Britifh pay; not upon the confideration only, that we ought other- 
wife toexpeét their affiftance, and that we fhould rather make fure 
of others that inight be engaged againft us; but from this melan- 
choly apprehenfion, that adminiftrations will for ever have fagacity 
enough to find out fuch pretences, that we may find if difficult to 
get rid of them again. 

Befides, the EleGtor of Hanover, as Elector of Hanover, is an 
arbitrary prince ; his electoral army is the inftrument of that power ; 
as King of Great-Britain he isa reftrained Monarch. And though 
I don’t fufpe& his Majefty, and I dare fay the hearts of the Britifh 
foldiery are as yet free and untainted, yet I fear that too long an in= 
tercourfe may beget a dangerous familiarity, and they may hereafter 
become a joint inftrument, under a lefs vracious prince, to invade 
our liberties. 

His Majefty, if he was rightly informed, 1 dare fay would foon 
perceive the danger of the propofition which is now before you. 
But as he has every other virtue, he has undoubtedly a moft paf- 
Gonate love for his native country, a paffion which’ a man of any 
fenfation can hardly diveft himfelf of; and, Sir, it is a paffion the 
more eafily to be flattered, becaufe it arifes from virtue. I wifh 
that thofe who have the honour to be of his councils, would imitate 
his royal example, and thew a paffion for their native country too; 
that they would faithfully ftand forth and fay, that, as King of this 
country, whatever interefts may interfere with it, this country is to 
be his firft, his principal care ; that in the act of fettlement this is 
an exprefs condition. But what fluggifh fenfations, what foul hearts 
muft thofe men have, who, inftead of conducting his Majefty’s right 
principles, addrefs themfelves to his paffions, and mifguide his pre- 
judices? making a voluntary overture of the rights and privileges of 
their country, to obtain favour, and fecure themfelves in power 5 
mifconftruing that as a fecondary confideration, which in their own 
hearts they know to be the firft, 

Sir, we have already loft many of thofe benefits and reftrictions 
which were obtained for us by the revolution, and the act ‘of fettle: 
ment. For God’s fake, let us proceed no farther. But if we are 
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thus to go on, and if, to procure the grace and favour of the Crown, 
this is to become the flattering meafure of every fucteffive admi- 
this country is undone! 

Mr. BLanen then rofe up, and {poke to the following purport: 
sir, If zeal were any fecurity againft error, I fhould not willingly 
oppofe the Honourable Gentleman who has now declared his fentis 
ments; and declared them with fuch ardour, as can hardly be pro- 
duced but by fincerity ; and of whom therefore it cannot be doubted, 
that he has delivered his real opinion; that he fears from the meafures 
which he cenfures, very great calamities; that he thinks the public 
tranquillity in danger; and believes that his duty to: his country 
obliged him to fpeak on this occafion with unufual yehemence. 


niftration, 


But Fam too well acquainted with his candor to imagine, that he 
expects his aflertions to be any farther regarded than they convince; 
or that he defires to debar others from the fame freedom of reafon 
which he has himfelf ufed. I fhall therefore proceed to examine 
his* opinion, and to fhew the reafons by which I'am induced to 
differ from him. 

‘The arguments upon which he has chiefly infifted, are. the danger 
of hiring the troops of Hanover in any cireumftances, and the im- 
propriety of hiring them now without the previous approbation of | 
the Senate, | i 1 

The danger of taking into our pay the forces of Hanover, the 
contrariety of this conduct to the ac& of fettlement, and the in- 
fraction of our natural privileges, and the violation of our liberties 
which is threatened by it, have been aflerted in:very ftrong terms, 
but I think not proved with proportionate force; for we have heard 
no regular deduction of confequences by which this danger might 
be fhewn, nor have been informed, how the engagement of fixteen 
thoufand Hanoverians to ferve us againft France «for the enfuing 
year, can be confidered as more deftructive to our liberties than of 
any other forces. 

It is indeed infinuated, that this condu& will furnifh a dangerous 
precedent of preference granted to Hanover above other nations; and 
that this preference may gradually be advanced, till in time Hanover 
tnay bya fervile miniftry be preferred to Britain itfelf, and that there- 
fore all fuch partiality ought to be crufhed in the beginning, and its 
authors purfued with indignation and abhorrence, 

That 
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‘That to prefer the intereft of Hanover to that of Britain would be 
ina very high degree criminal in a Britifh miniftry, I believe no 
man in this Houfe will go about to deny; but if no better proof can 
be produced, that fuch preference is intended than the contract which 
we are now defired to ratify, it may be with reafon hoped, that fuch 
atrocious treachery is.yet at a great diftance 5 for how does the hire of 
Hanoverian troops fhew any preference of Hanover to Britain? 

The troops of Hanover are not hired by the miniftry as braver or 
more {kilful than thofe of our own country ; they are not hired to 
command or to inftrut, but to affift us; nor can I difcover, fup- 
pofing it pofiible to have raifed. with equal expedition the fame 
number of forces “in our own country, how the miniftry can be 
charged with preferring the Hanoverians by expofing them to danger 
and fatigue. 

But if it be confeffed,. that fuch numbers would not poffibly be 
yaifed, or, at leaft, not poffibly difciplined with the expedition that 
the Queen of Hungary required, it will be found, that the Hano- 
verians were at moft not preferred to our own nation but to other 
foreigners, and for fuch preference reafons have been already given 
which I thall efteem conclufive, till I hear them confuted. 

The other objeCtion on which the Hon. Gentleman thought it 
proper to infift, was the neglect of demanding from the Senate a pre- 
vious approbation of the contract which is now before us; a neglects 
in his opinion, fo criminal, that the miniftry cannot be acquitted of 
arbitrary government, of {quandering the public money by their own 
caprice, and of afluming to themfelves the whole power of go- 
yernment. 

But the proof of this enormous ufurpation has not yet been pro- 
duced; for it does not yet appear, that there was time to communi- 
cate their defigns to the Senate, or that they would not have been de~ 
feated by communication ; and therefore it is yet not evident, but 
that when they are cenfured for not having laid their fchese before 
the Senate, they are condemned for omitting what was not poffibly to 
be done, or what could not have been done, without betraying their 
truft, and injuring their country. 

It is allowed, that.the Senate had refolved to affift the Queen of 
Hungary, and therefore nothing remained for the minifters but to 
execute with their utmoft addrefs the refolution that had been formed ; 


if for the profecution of this. defign they fhould be found to have 
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erred in their choice of means, their miftakes, unlefs fome ill defigns 


fLI 
4 


may juilly be fufpected, are'to be imp 


d 2 


uted to the frailty of syhuman 
nature, and rather to be pitied; and: relieved as misfortunes;:than 
punifhed as crimes, 

But i doubt not, that in the courfe of our deliberations, werthall 
find reafon for concluding that they have a@ed not only with fidelity 
but prudence; that'they have chofen the means by which ‘the great 
end which the Senate propofed, the fuccour of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and confequently the re-eftablifhment of the balance of power 
will be moft eafily attained, and that they have taken into the pay of 
this nation thofe troops whichmay be trufted with the greateft fecu- 
rity, as they have the fame Prince, and the fame iritereft, 

But the Hon, Gentleman appears inclined to advance: a new 
doctrine, and to infinuate, that when any vote is pafled by the Senate, 
the minifters are to fuppofe fome:conditions which are to be obferved, 
though they were never mentioned, and without. which the voice of 
the Senate is an empty found. In purfuance of this {fuppofition, he 
calls upon us to recollect the time’ and circumftances in which this 
vote was pailed; he reminds. us, that the conceffion was made. in a 
fudden exultation of our hearts, in the raptures of triumph, and amid 
the thouts of conqueft, when every man was) forming expectations 
which have never been gratified, and planning {chemes which could 
never be perfected, 

He feems therefore to think, that our minifters infidioufly took ad- 
vantage of our intoxication, and betrayed us ina fit of thoughtlefs 
jollity to.a promife, which when made, we hardly underftood, and 
which we may therefore now retraG@. He concludes, that the con- 
ceflion which might then eicape us ought net to have been fnatched 
by our minifters, and made the foundation of their conduct, becaufe 
they knew it was made upon falfe {uppofitions, and in profpect-of a 
recompence that never would be granted. 

Lbopaskere is no neceflity for declaring, that this reafoning cannot 
fafely be admitted, fince if the vote of the Senate be not a fufficient 
warrant for any meafure, no man can undertake the adminiftration 
of our affairs, and that government which no man will venture to 
ferve muft be quickly at’ an ‘end. 

For my part, I know not how the nation or the Senate has been 
difappointed of any jutt expectations, ner can [conceive that any fuch 
difappointments vacate their votes or annul their refolutions, and thetes 
fore 
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fore LE cannot but think the miniftry fufficiently juftifiéd, if they can 
fhew that they have not deviated from them. 

Lord QuaRENDON fpoke next to the effe& following :—Sir, Lam 
fo far from thinking that the paft condast or the prefent ononrein of 
the miniftry deferve approbation, that, in my opinion, all the argu 
ments which have been: produced in their favour are’apparently fal- 
lacious, and even the pofitions on which they arefounded, and which 
are laid down as ES aaa: are generally falfe. 

It is firft aflerted, that we are indifpenfably obliged to affift the 
Queen of Hungary si France, and sto fupport her in the pof- 
feffion of the hereditary dominions of the Auftrian Houfe, and from 
thence is precipitately inferred the necefiity of affembling armies, and 
hiring mercenaries, of exhaufting our treafure, and heaping new 
burthens upon the public. 

That we concurred with other powers in promifing to fupport the 
Pragmatic Sanction is not to be desied, nor do I intend to infinuate, 
that the faith of treaties ought not ftrictly to be kept ; but we are not 
obliged to perform more than we promiféd, or take upon ourfelves 
the burthen which was to befupported by the united ftrength of many 
potentates, and of which we only engaged to bear a certain part. 
We ought undoubtedly to furnith the troops which we promifed,: and 
ought to have fent them, when they were firft demanded; but there ts 
no neceflity that we fhould fupply the deficiencies of every other 
power, and that we fhould determine’ to ftand alone 1 in defence of the 
Pragmatic Sanction ; that we fhould byrom nantic gen 


3 


erofity impoverifh 
our country, and entail upon re moteft pina! rity poverty and taxes 
We ought to be honeft at all events, we are vat liberty likewife to ‘be 


generous at our own expence, but I think we have hardly a richt to 


boaft-of our liberal: 


ty, when we contraét debts for the advantage of 
the Houfe of Auftria, and leave them tobe paid by the induftry or 
frugality of fucceeding ages 

It.is therefore at leaft diiffones whether we ought to hazard more 
than we promifed in defence of the Houfe of Auftria ; and confequently 

the firft propofition of thofe who have undertaken the ‘defence of the 
miniftry requires to be better eftablifhed, before it becomes the bafis 
of an argument. 

But though it be allowed, that we ought to exceed our ftipulations, 
and engage more deeply in this caufe than we have promifed, IT cannot 
yet difcoyer upon what principles it ca n be proved, that fixteen thou- 
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fand Hanoverians ought to be hired. Why were not our troops fent 
which have been fo long maintained at home only for. oppreffion and 
fhow? Why have they not at laft been fhewn the ufe of thofe 
weapons which they have fo long carried, and the advantages of that 
exercife which they have been taught to perform with fo much ad- 
drefs ? Why have they not at length been fhewn for what they had f@ 
long received their pay, and informed, that the duty of a foldier is 
not wholly performed by ftrutting at a review? 

if it be urged, that fo great a number could not be {ent out of the 
kingdom without expofing it to infults and irruptions, let it be re- 
membered how fmall a force was found fufficient for the defence of 
the kingdom in the late war, when the French were mafters of a 
fleet which difputed for many years the empire of the fea; and it will 
appear, whether it ought to be imputed to prudence or to cowardice, 
that our minifters cannot now think the nation fafe without thrice the 
number, though our fleets cover the ocean, and fteer from one coatt 
to another without an enemy. 

But to thew more fully the infufficiency of the vindication which 
has been attempted, and prove, that no conceffion will enable the 
miniftry to defend their fchemes, even this aflertion fhall be admitted, 
We will allow for the prefent, that it is neceflary to garrifon an ifland 
with numerous forces againft an enemy that has no fleet. I will grant, 
that invaders may be conveyed through the air, and that the formida- 
ble, the deteftable Pretender may by fome fubterraneous pailace _ 
enter this kingdom, and ftart on a fudden into the Throne. Yet 
will not all this liberality avail our minifters, fince it may be objected, 
that new forces might eafily have been raifed, and our own ifland 
have been at once defended, and the Queen of Hungary aflifted by 
our native troops. 

Since the neceffity of expedition is urged, it may reafonably be en- 
quired, what it was that appeared fo immediately neceflary, or what 
has been brought to pafs by this wonderful expedition? Was it ne- 
ceilary to form an army to do nothing? Could not an expedition in 
which nothing was performed, in which nothing was attempted, have 
been‘delayed for a fhort time, and might not the Queen of Hungary 
have been preferved equally, whether the troops of her allies flept and 
fattened in her country or their own? 

Nothing furely can be more ridiculous tNan to expatiate upon the 
necefity of raifing with expedition an ufelefs body of forces, which 
has 
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has only been a burthen to the country in which it has been ftationed, 
and for which pay is now demanded, though they have neither feen 
a fiege nor a battle; though they have made no attempt themfelves, 
nor hindered any that might have been made by the enemy, 

To make this plea yet more contemptible, we are informed, that if 
we had raifed an army of our countrymen, they would have been un- 
acquainted with arms and difcipline, and therefore they could not 
have done what has been done by thefe far-famed Hanoverians. ‘I’his 
indeed I cannot underftand, having never found, that the Britons 
needed any documents or rules to enable them to eat and drink at the 
expence of others, to bafk in the fun, or to loiter in the ftreet, or 
perform any of the wonders that may be afcribed to our new auxili- 
aries ; and therefore I cannot but think, that all the actions of the 
four months for which thofe forces expectto be paid, might have 
been brought to pafs by new raifed Britons, who might in the mean 
time have learned their exercife, and have been made equal to any 
other foldiers that had never feen a battle. 

But if foreign troops were necellary, I am ftill at a lofs to find out 
why thofe of Hanover were chofen, fince it appears to me, that by 
hiring out his troops to Britain, our monarch only weakens one hand 
to ftrengthen the other. It might be expected, that he fhould have 
employed thefe troops againft France without hire, fince he is not 
lefs obliged, either by treaty or policy, to protect the Houfe of Auftria 
as elector of Hanover, than as King of Britain. 

Since therefore the troops of Hanover were hired, without the 
confent of the Senate, they have hitherto performed nothing ; and 
fince it is reafonable to expeét, that without being paid by Britain they 
willbe employed againft the French, I think it expedient to difcharge 
them from our fervice, and to delay the pay which is required for the 
laft four months, till it fhall appear how they have deferved it. 

Mr. Fox then rofe and fpoke to the following purport tome SIP y 
Though the obfervations of the Right Hon. Gentleman muit be 
allowed to be ingenious, and though the eloquence with which he 
has delivered them, naturally excites attention and regard, yet lam 
obliged to declare, that have received rather pleafure than con- 
viction from his oratory ; and that while Lapplaud his imagination and 
his diGtion, I cannot but conclude, that they haye been employed im 
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I fhall not indeed attempt to ‘confute every affertion Which I think 
falfe, or detect the fallacy of every argument which appears to meé 
fophiftical, but ‘fhall leave’ to others the province of fhewing’ the 
neceflity of engaging in the war on the continent, of employing a 
large force for the prefervation of the Houfe ‘of Auftria, and of form! 
ing that army with the utmoft expedition, and’ of taking auxiliaries 
into our pay, and confine myfelf to’ this fingle queftion, whether; 
uppofing auxiliaries neceflary, it was not prudent to hire the troops 
of Hanover? 

Nothing can be, in my opinion, more apparent, than that if the 
neceflity of hiring troops be allowed, which furely cannot be ‘quef= 
tioned, the troops of Hanover aré’to be chofen before any other, and 
that the miniftry confulted in their refolutions the real intereft of their 
country, as well as that of our ally. 

The great argument which has in all ages been ufed againft mer- 
cenary troops, is the fufpicion which may juftly be entertained-of their 
fidelity. Mercenaries, it is obferved, fight only for pay, without any 
aftection for the’ mafter whom they ferve, without any zeal for the 
caule which they efpoufe, and without any profpect of advantage 
from fuccefs, more than empty praifes, or the plunder of the field, 
and therefore have no motives to incite them againit danger, nor 
any hopes to fupport them in fatigues ; that they can lofe nothing by 
Hight, but plunder, nor by treachery, but honour; and that’ there- 
fore they have nothing to throw into the balance againft the love of 
life,» or the temptations: of a bribe, and will never be:able to fand 
againft men that fight for their native country under the command of 
Generals whom they efteem and love, and whom they cannot defert 
or difobey, without expofing themfelves to perpetual exile, or to 
capital punifhment. | 

Thefe arguments have always btn of great force, and therefore 
that nation whofe defence has been’entrufted to foreigners, has always 
been thought in danger of rin.’ “Yet there have been conjunctures 
in which almoft every ftate has been obliged to rely upon mercenaries, 
and in compliance with immediate neceflity, to depend upon the 
fidelity of thofe who had no particular intereft in. fupporting them. 
But with much greater reafon may we truft the fuccefs of the prefent 
war, in fome degree, to the troops of Hanover, 


as they are perhaps 
the only foreign forces againf{ wh 


ich the arguments already recited 
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are of no force. They are foreigners, indeed, as they are born in 


¢ 


another country, and governed by laws different from ours; but they 
are the fubjeCts of the fame prince, and therefore naturally fight under 
the fame command; they have the fame intereft with ourfelves in the 
prefent conteft, they have the fame hopes and the fame fears, they 
recommend themfelves equally to their Sovereign by their bravery, 
and can neither difcover cowardice nor treachery, without fuffering 
all the punifhment that can be feared by our native troops, fince their 
conduct muft be cenfured by the fame prince, of whofe approbation 
they are equally ambitious, and of whole difpleafure they are equally 
afraid. 

As to the troops which any neutral prince might furnith, there 
would be reafon to fear, that either for larver pay, or upon any cafual 
difpute that might arife, they might be withdrawn from our fervice 
when they were moft needed, or transferred to the enemy at a time 
when his diftrefs might compel him. to offer high terms, and when 
therefore there was a near profpect of an advantageous peace.. But 
of the troops of Hanover no fuch fufpicion can be formed, fince they 
cannot engage againit us without rebelling againft their prince; for 
it cannot be imagined, that his Majefty will fight on one fide as 
Ele&tor of Hanover, and on the other as King of Britain; or that he 
will obftruc&t the fuccefs of his own arms, by furnifhing the troops of 
Hanover to the enemies of this kingdom. 

It therefore appears very evident, that we have more to hope and 
lefs to fear from the troops of Hanover, than from any other ; fice 
they have the fame.reafon with ourfelves to delire the fucceis of the 
Queen of Hungary, and to dread the increafing greatnefs of the 
French ; and that they can be fufpeted neither of treachery nor de- 
fertion... It is not very confiftent with that candour with wiich every 
man ought to difpute on publie affairs, to cenfure thofe meafures 
which have been propofed, without propofing others that are more 
eligible; for it is the duty of every man to promote the bufinefs of 
the public; nor do 1 know why he that employs his fagacity only 
to obftruct it, fhould imagine, that he is of any ufe in the national 
council. 

doubt not but I fhall hear many objections againft the ufe of thefe 
troops, and that upon this queftion, virulence and ridicule will be 
equally employed. But for my part, I fhall be little affeGted either 
witk the laughter that may be raifed by fome, or the indignation that 
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may be exprefled by others, but fhall vote for the continuance. of 
thefe meafures till better fhall be propofed; and fhall think, that thefe 
troops ought to be retained, unlefs it can be fhewn, that any others 
may be had, who may be lefs dangerous, or of greater ufe, 

Mr. Pir then rofe up, and fpoke in fubftance as follows :—Sir, 
If the Honourable Gentleman determines to abandon his prefent 
fentiments as foon as any better meafures are propofed, I cannot but 
believe, that the miniftry will very quickly be deprived of one of their 
ableft defenders ; for I think the meafures which have hitherto been 
purfued fo weak and pernicious, that {carcely any alteration can be 
propofed, that will not be for the advantage of the nation. 

He has already been informed, that there. was no neceflity of hiring 
auxiliary troops, fince it does not yet appear, that either juftice or 
policy required us to engage in the quarrels of the continent, that 
there was any need of forming an army in the Low Countries, or 
that, in order to form an army, auxiliaries were neceflary. 

But.not to dwell upon difputable queftions, I think it may be juftly 
concluded, that the meafures of our miniftry have been ill concerted, 
becaufe it is undoubtedly wrong to fquander the public money without 
effect, and to pay armies only to be a fhow to our friends, and a jeft 
to our enemies. 

‘The troops of Hanover, whom we are now expected to pay, 
marched into the Low Countries, indeed, and ftill remain in. the 
fame place ; they marched to the place moft diftant from enemies, 
leaft in danger of an attack, and moft ftrongly fortified, if any attack 
had been defigned; nor have any claim to be paid, but that they 
left their own country for a place of greater fecurity. 

It is always reafonable to judge of the future by the paft; and there- 
fore it is reafonable to conclude, that the fervices of thefe troops 
will-not, next year, be of equal importance with that for which they 
are now to be paid; and I fhall not be furprized; though the oppo- 
nents of the miniftry fhould be challenged, after fuch another: glorious 
campaign, to propofe better men, and fhould be told, that the money 
ef this nation cannot be more properly employed than im hiring 
Hanoverians to eat and fleep. 

But to prove yet more particularly, that better meafures may be 
taken, and that more ufeful troops may be retained, and that: theres 


“fore the Honourable Gentleman may be expeéted to quit thofe to 


whom he now adheres, I fhall thew, that in hiring’ the forces’ of 
Hanover, 
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Hanover, we have obftructed our own defigns; that we have, inftead 
of affifting the Queen of Hungary, withdrawn part of her allies from 
her ; and that we have burthened the nation with troops, from whom 
no fervice can he reafo: gn. < expected. 

The advocates for the miniftry have on this ecsalian affected to 


glance wer a Deagmatic: Sar: - 
balance of power, the fragmatic Sand tion, and the 
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be the chief care of Britain, which, tnougn eaily controvertible 


& 
get ee, 


yht perhaps, in compliance with long prejudices, be admitted, oo 
as if they were to be the care of Britain alone ; as if the power of 
France were formidable to no other people, as if no other part of the 
world would be injured by becoming a province to’ an univerfal 
monarchy, and being fubje&ted to an arbitrary government of a 
French deputy, by being drained of its inhabitants, only to extend 


the conquefts of its matters, i to make other nations equa ally mife- 
rable, and by being oppreffled with exorbitant taxes, levied by military 


executions, and employed only i in ea the {tate of its oppreffors. 
They dwell upon the importance of public faith, and the neceflity of 
an exact obfervation of treaties; as if the Pragmatic Sanction had 
been figned by no other potentate than the King of Britain, or as if 
the public faith were to be obligatory to us only. 

That we fhould inviolably obferve our treaties, and obferve them, 
though every other nation fhould difregard them 5 that we fhould 
Mee an example of fidelity to mankind, and fland firm, though we 
fhould ftand alone in the practice of virtue, I fhall readily allow; 
and therefore I am far from advifing that we fhould recede from our 


? 


ftipulations, whatever we may fuffer by performing them, or ese 


es 
the fupport of the Pragmatic Sandtion, however we may, be at pree 
fent embarrafled, or however inconvenient it may be to affert it. 
But furely for the fame reafon that we obferve our own Meal 
tions, we ought to incite other powers 4 kewile to the obfervation of 
theirs; at leaft not contribute to hinder it. But how jis our spoct oh 
conduct agreeable to thefe pasdples ? The Pragmatic Sanction was 
onfirme 2 not only | byt he Kin; 


e 


of Britain, but by the Elector like. 
2 of Hanover, who is therefore equally obliged, if treaties confti- 


ge 


tute obligation, to defend the Houfe of Auftria againft the attacks of 


any foreign ‘power, and to fend in his proportion of troops to the 
dupport of the Queen of Hungary. 


Vor. Il, s W hether 


ELA i: 


WLS 


Se LS 


ye 


on 


SG assis ssi sis 


258 pot Bia’ Tf ee ON [pEc. La, 


Whether thefe troops have been fent, thofe whofe provinces oblige: 
them to fome knowledge of foreign affairs, can inform the. Houfe 
with more certainty than I; but fince we have not heard them men- 
tioned in this debate, and have found by experience that none of the 
merits.of that electorate are pafled over in filence, it may, I think, 
fairly be concluded, that the diftrefles of the iluftrious Queen of 
Hungary ‘have yet received no alleviation from her alliance with Ha- 
nover, that her complaints have moved no compaffion at that court, 
nor the juftice of her caufe obtained any regard. 


To what can we impute this negligence of treaties, this difregard 


of juftice, this defect of compafiion, but to the pernicious counfels 


of thofe men who have -advifed his Majefty to hire to Britain thofe 
troops which he fhould have employed in the affiftance of the Queen 
of Hungary; for it is not to be imagined, that his Majefty has more 
or lefs regard to juftice as King of Britain, than as Elector of Ha- 
nover; or that he would not have fent his proportion of troops to the 
Auftrian army, bad not the temptations of greater profit been in- 
duftrioufly laid before him. 

But this is not all that may be urged againft this conduct ; for can 
we imagine, that the power of France is lefs, or that her-defigns are 
le(s formidable to Hanover than to Britain ; nor is it lefs neceflary for 
the fecurity of Hanover, that the Houfe of Auftria fhould be re- 
eftablithed in its former grandeur, and enabled to fupport the liberties 

| 


of Europe againft the bold attempts for univerfal monarchy f 


If therefore our affiftance be an act of honefty, and granted in 
confequence of treaties, why may it not equally be required of Ha- 
nover? And if it be an a& of generofity, why fhould this nation 
alone be obliged to facrifice her own intereft to that of others? Or 


why fhould the Eleftor of Hanover exert his liberality at the expence 


of Britain? 


It is now too apparent, that this great, this powerful, this farmi- 
dable kingdom, is confidered only as a province to a defpicable 
eleorate ; and that in confequence of a fcheme formed long ago, 
and invariably purfued, thefe troops are hired only to drain this un-| 
happy nation of its money. ‘That they have hitherto been of no ufe 
to Britain, or to Auftria, is evident beyond controverfy ; and there- 
Be ae Benge rae i CF 
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fore it is plain; that they are reta only for the purpofes of Hanover 

How much reafon the tranfactions of almoft every year have given 
for fufpecting this ridiculous, ungrateful, and perhdious partiality, it 
is 
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is: not «neceffary to mention... [doubt not but>moft of. thofe who fit 
in this: Houfe can recolleét a great number of inftances, from the 
purchafe of part of the Swedifh dominions, to the contract which we 
are now called upon to ratify. Ihope few have forgotten the memo- 
rable ftipulation for the Heffian troops, for the forces of the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttel, which we were f{carcely to march beyond the verge of 
their own-country, or the ever memorable treaty, of which the ten- 
dency is difcovered im the name; the treaty by which we difunited 
ourfelves from Auittria, deftroyed that building which we: may: per- 
haps now endeavour, without fuccefs, to raife again, and weakened 
the only power which it was our intereft to {trengthen. 

To dwell upon all the inftances of partiality: which have been 
fhewn, to remark the yearly vifits that have-been made to that de- 
lightful country, to reckon up all the fums that have been fpent to 
agorandize and enrich it, would be at once invidious and tirefome; 
tirefome to thofe who are afraid to hear the truth, and to thofe who 
are unwilling to mention facts difhonourable: or injurious. to their 
country ; nor fhall I dwell any longer on this unpleafing fubjeét than 
to exprefs my hopes, that we fhall not any longer fuffer ourfelves to 
be deceived and opprefled ; that we fhall at length perform the duty of 
the reprefentatives of the people, and by refufing to ratify this con- 

tract, fhew, that however the intereft of Hanover has been preferred 
hy the minifters, the Senate pays no regard but to that of Britain. 


Mr. Horace Watrpote then fpoke to the following purpofe :— 
Sir, Though I have long confidered the mercenary fcribblers of dif- 
affection as the difg 
I was never fo fully fenfib 


é 


I have hitherto imagined, that the weekly journalifts and the occa- 


race of the kingdom: and the peft of fociety, yet 
le of their pernicious influence. 


fional pamphleteers were the oracles only of the loweft of the people; 
and that all thofe whom their birth or fortune has exalted above the 

rowd, and introduced. to a more extenfive converfation, had con- 
fidered them as wretches compelled to write by want, and obliged 
therefore to write what will moft engage attention, by flattering the 
envy or «the malignity of mankind; and who therefore propagate 
falfhoods themfelves, not becaufe they believe them, and difleminate 
faction, not becaufe they are of any party, but becaufe they are either 
obliged to gratify thofe that employ them, orto amufe the public 
with «novelties, or-difturb it with alarms, that their works may not 
‘pais unregarded, and their labour be fpent in vain. 
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This is my opinion of the party writers, and this Pimagined the 
opinion of thd reft of mankind, who had the fame opportunities of 
information with myfelf: nor fhould I readily have believed, that any 
of their performances could have produced greater effects than thofe 
of inflaming the loweft clafles of the people, and inciting drunkards 
to infult their fuperiors, had I not perceived, that-the Honourable 
Gentleman who {poke laft, owed his opinions of the partiality fhewn 
to the dominions of Hanover, to a late treatife which has, on oc+ 
cafion of this contract, been very induftrioufly difperfed among the 
people. 

Of this deteftable pamphlet; I know not the author, nor think: he 
deferves that any enquiry fhould be made after him, except by a pro- 
clamation that may fet a price upon his head, and offer the fame re- 
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ward for difcovering him, as is given for'the conviction of wretches 
lefs criminal : ‘nor can I think the lenity pf the government ealily‘to 
be diftinguifhed from fupinenefsand negligence, while libels like this 


c 


are difperfed openly in the ereets and fold in fhops without fear and 

n-is profefledly promoted, and treafon, 

or ‘fentiments very nearly. bordering upon treafon, propagated with- 
out difeurfe. 

The fcribbler of this wicked treatife has endeavoured to’ corrupt 

the principles of his sigh eae s faithful fubjects; not only by vilifying 

the memory of the late Kine} whofe juttiee,: humanity, and integrity, 


without danger, while feditio 


are generally reverenced, but by infinuating likewife, that our prefent 


moft gracious’ Sovereign has adopted the fame fchemes, and en- 
deavours to agerandize Hanover at the expence of Britain 5 that all 


Hie the igh that have been taken with regard to the affairs of the 
éontinent, have been contrived with ne other view than that of ad- 
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vancing the intereft, enlarging the bounds, and’ inereafing the riches 
of the Hanoverian territories; he declares, that Britain has’ been 
fteered by the rudder of Hanover, and: that ‘the nation will foon be 
divided into two more oppofite and irreconcileable parties, than ever 
yet difturbed the public peace, Britons’and Hanoverians. 

That he himfelf, whoever he be, longs 'for thofe times of divifion 
and confufion, may be eafily believed; and the number of thofe who 
“have the tiie wifhes with himfelf, is, I fear, too great ; but I believe | 
their hopes will not be encouraged, nor their defigns promoted im 

this Houfe; and that none of thofe who are entrufted to reprefent 
their 
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their country, will fuffer themfelves to be mifled by fuch wicked 
infinuations. 

Mr. Nucent then fpoke to this effect :—sir, I know not for 
what reafon the Honourable Gentleman has thought it convenient 
to retard the deliberations of this Houfe, by expatiating upon the 
falfhood and malignity of a pamphlet, of which the author is un- 
known, of which no man has attempted the vindication, and which, 
however diligently difperfed, or however generally credited, appears 
to have had no great influence upon the nation, nor to have pro+ 
duced any effects that might give juft occafion to fo tragical an outcry, 
to cenfures as vehement and bitter, as if the trumpet of rebellion had 
been founded, as if half the people had taken arms againft their go- 
yernors, as if the commonwealth was on the brink of diffolution, and 
atmies were in full march againft the metropolis, , 

This pamphlet, with the reft of the people, I have read; and 
though I am far from thinking, that the cenfure of that Honourable 
Gentleman can make a defence neceflary, fince indeed he has con- 
tented him{elf with invective inftead of argument, and whatever he 
may difapprove, has confuted nothing: and though I have no parti- 
cular reafon for expofing myfelf as the champion for this author, 
whoever he may be, yet I cannot forbear to affirm, that I read fome 
paflages with conviction, and that, in my opinion, they require a 
different anfwer from thofe which have been yet offered; and that 
the impreflions which have been made upon the people, will not be 
effaced by clamour and rage, and turbulence and menaces, which 
can affeét only the perfon of the writer, but muft leave his reafons 
in their full force, and even with ‘regard to his perfon, will have very 
little effe&t; for though fome men in power may be offended, it will 
not be eafy to quote any law that has been broken by him, 

On this occafion I cannot but animadvert, I hope with the fame 
pardon from the Houfe, as has been obtained by the Honourable 
Gentleman whom I am now following, upon an expreffion in fre- 
quent ufe among the followers of a Court, whenever their meafures 
are cenfured with fpirit and with juftice. The papers which. they 
cannot confute, and which they have not yet been able to obtain the 


+. are aflerted to border upon treafon; and the 


power of fupprefiing, 


authors are threatened with punifhments, when they have nothing to 


fear from a reply. 
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Treafon is happily defined by our laws, and therefore every man 
may know when he is about tocommit it, and avoid’ the? danger ‘of 
punifhment, by avoiding the a& which’ will expofe’ hin to it; but 
with regard to the borders of treafon, I believe’ no man will yet pre- 
tend ‘to fay how far they extend, or how foon, or with how ‘little 
intention he may tread upon them. Unhappy would be’ the man 


‘who fhould be vain for bordering upon guilt, of which’ thofe fatal 


borders are to be dilated at pleafure by his judges. “The law’ has 
hitherto fuppofed every man, who is not guilty, to be innocent; but 
now we find that there is a kind of medium in which a man may be 
in danger without guilt, and that in order to fecurity, a new degree 
of caution is become neceflary; for not only crimes,’ but the borders 
of crimes are to be avoided. 

What improvements may be made upon this new fyftem, how far 

he borders of treafon may reach, or what pains and penalties ‘are 
id figned for the borderers; no degree of human fagacity can enable 
us to forefee. Perhaps the borders of royalty may become facred, as 
as well’ as the borders of treafon criminal ; and as every placeman; 
penfroner, and minifter, may be faid to border on the Court, a kind? of 
fanctity may be Communicated to his charaéter, and he that lampoons 
or oppofes him, may border ‘upon treafon. 


f 


‘To difmifs this expreffion with th ntempt which it deferves,' yet 


not without the refleCtions which it naturally excites, I fhall only 
obferve, that all sleidc of the power of the Crown mutt be dan- 
gerous to us; and ‘that whoever endeavours to find out néw modes 
of guilt; is to be looked on, not ‘asia good fubjedt, but: avbad 
citizen. 

Having thus fhewn, that the cenfure produced againft this pamphlet 
is unintelligible and indeterminate, I fhall venture to mention’ fome 
of the affertions which have heated the Gentleman into’ fo: much 
fury. Affertions ‘which I cannot be fuppofed to favour, fince. 1 with 
they might be falfe,.and which I only produce in this place: to give 
fome, ‘whom their ftations make acquainted with ‘public affairs, an 
opportunity of confuting them. 

{itis afferted, that the French appear to have treated all’ our arma+ 
ments with contempt; and to have purfued all their fchemes with 
the fame conndence as if they had no other. enemy to fear than the 


c 


forces of Auftria; this is indeed no pleafing obfervation, mor can it 


ive lati 


be fuppofed to 2 


sfaction toany Briton, to find the reputation 


of 
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of our councils and of. our. arms fo much diminifhed,, to find the 
nation which lately gave laws to Europe, {earcely admitted to friend- 
fhip, or thought worthy of oppofition in enmity, to hear that.thofe 
troops, which, in the days’ of our former. Monarchs, fhock the 
thrones: of the continent, are pafled by, without fear, and. without 
regard, ‘by.armies marching againft, their allies, thefe allies in whofe 
caufe they formerly fought inthe field. But the truth, of the affertion 
is too plain to all the nations of the world ;, and thofe whofe intereft 
it may be to conceal from their countrymen what is known to all 
the continent, may rage, indeed, and threaten, but they cannot deny 
it; for. what enterprize have we hitherto either prevented or. re- 
tarded? What could we have done on one. fide, or fuffered on the 
other, if we had been ftruck out from exiftence, which has not been 
fuffered, or not done, though our armies have been reviewed on the 
continent, and, to make yeta better fhow, lengthened out by a line 
of fixteen thoufand of the troops of Hanover, 
Tt is alerted in the fame treatife, that the troops of Hanover can- 
not act againft the King, and that therefore they are an ufelefs bur- 
then to the State, that they compofe an army of which no other 
effect will be found but that they eat, and eat at the expence of Bri- 
tain. This affertion is indeed fomewhat more conteftable than the 
former, but. is at leaft credible; fince if.we may be permitted on 
this, as on other occafions, to judge of the future from the paft, we 
may conclude, that thofe who, have let. pafs fuch. opportunities as 
their enemies have in the height of contempt and fecurity prefented 
to them, will hardly ever repair the effects of their conduGt, by their 
bravery or aétivity in another campaign ; but that they will take the 
pay of Britain, and, while they fatten in plenty, and unaccuftomed 
affluence, look with great tranquillity upon the diftrefles of Auftria, 
and, in their indolence of gluttony, ftand idle. fpectators of that 
deluge, by which, if it be fuffered to roll on without oppofition, their 
own halcyon territories muft at laft be {wallowed up. | 

The lat aflertion which I fhall extraét from this formidable 
pamphlet, is more worthy of attention than the former, but perhaps 
may be fufpeéted to border more nearly upon treafon: I fhall how= 
ever venture to quote, and, what is {till more dangerous, to de- 
fend it. 

It is propofed that, inflead of fquandering in this time of danger 
the expences of the public upon troops of which it is at beft doubt- 
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ful, whether they will be of any ufe tothe Queen of Hungary; 
whether they can legally engage againft the King, and whether they 
would be of any great ufe, though they were fet free from any other 
reftraints than regard to their own fafety : inftead. of amufing. our 
ally with an. empty thow of affiftance, of mocking her calamities 
with unefficacious friendfhip,. and of expoling ourfelves to the ridi+ 
cule of our enemies, by idle armaments without hoftility, by armies 
only to be reviewed, and fleets only to be viétualled, we. fhould 
remit the fums sequired for the payment of the Hanoverians to the 
Queen of Hungary, by whom we-know that it will be applied to the 
great purpoies for which the Senate granted it, the eftablifhment of 
the liberties of Europe, and the repreffion of the Houfe of Bourbon. 
This propofal, however contrary to the opinion of the miniiters, 
I take the liberty of recommending to the confideration” of ‘the 
Houfe, asyin my opinion, the: moft efeGual method of preferving the 
remains of the greatnefs of the Houfe of Auftria. It is well known, 
that thefe troops are hired at a rate which they never expected before, 
that levy thoney is paid for forces levied before the commencement 
of the bargain, that they are paid for acting a long time before they 
began to march, and-that, fince they appeared to confider themfelves 
as engaged in the quarscl, their marchhas been their whole per- 
formance, a march not azainft the enemy, but from him; a march 
in) which: there. was nothing to “fear, nor any thing to encounter; 
and therefore I think it cannot be denied, that the public treafure 
night have been better employed. | 
The fame fum remitted to the Queen of Hungary, will enable her 
hire a much greater number of troops out of her own domi- 
nions, troops of whofe courage fhe can have no doubt, and whofe 
hdelity will be ftrengthened by common intereft and natural affece 


to 


tion; troops that will fight like-men, defending their wives and their 
children, and who will therefore bear fatigue with patience, and face 
danger with refolution, who will oppole the French as their natural 
enemies, and think death more eligible than defeat. 

‘Thus fhall we affert the rights of mankind, and fupport’the faith 
of treaties, oppofe the oppreffors of the world, and reftore our an- 
cient allies to their former greatnefs, without exhaufting our own 
country; for it is not impoffible, that by the proper ufe of this fum, 
the Queen may obtain fuch advantages in one campaign, as may ine 
cline the French to. defert ‘the King, and content themftlves with 

”) the 
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the'peaceable poffeflion of their own territories; for it is to Be re- 
membered, that they are now fighting only for a remote intereft, 
and that ‘they will not hazatd much ;°a firm refittance will eafily in- 
cline them to wait for fome more favourable’ opportunity, and there 
will be then leifure for formine our meafurés in fuch a manner, that 
another opportunity may never be offered them. 


But of the prefent fcheme, what effect can be ex eéted but igho-~ 


2 
fy3 


miny and fhame. diferace abroad, and beggary at home? To this 
3 hen | > d 


expence what limits can be fet?) When is ‘there to be an end of 
paying troops who are not to march againtt out enemies ? as they 


> 


will at all times be of equal ufe, there will be at all times the fame 
reafon for employing them, nor can there ever be imagined lefs need 
of idle troops, than ina time of war. 

Iam therefore afraid, that in a fhort time the Hanoverians may 
confider Britain asa tributary province, upon which they have a 
right to impofe the maintenance of fixteen thoufand men, who are 
to be employed only for the defence of their own country, though 
fupported at the expence of this. Iam afraid that we fhall be taught 
to imagine, that the appearance of the Hanoverians is neceflary in 
our own country, perhaps to check the infolence of the fons of free- 
dom, who without fear border upon treafon. I am afraid, that his 
Maiefty or his fucceflor may be advifed by fycophants and flaves to 
truft the guard of his perfon to the trufty Hanoverians, and adviled 
to place no confidence in the natives of Britain. 

For my part, I think it a very wile precept by which we are di- 
rected to obviate evils in the beginning; and therefore fince, in’ my 
opinion, the influence of Hanover muft be deftructive to’ the royal 
family, and detrimental to thofe kingdoms, I fhall endeavour to 
obviate it by voting againft any provifion for thefe ufelefs merce- 
naties, and declaring that I fhall more willingly grant the public 
money to any troops than thofe of Hanover. 

Lord Percivar {poke next as follows :—Sir, [ look upon the quef- 
tion now under your confideration, to vary very little in reality from that 
which was debated here the firft day ofi this feffion, The principal 
point in the debate of that day, was the fame with that which ‘is 
more regularly the debate of this, Whether the Hanoverian forces 
Jhouid be taken into Britith pay ? 

Sir, I fhould then have offered my fentiments upon this queftion, 
if fo many other Gentleman had not delivered my fenfe in fo much 
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a better manner than I thought myfelf able to do, that it. would 
have appeared a great prefumption in me, and would have given. the 
ble.—The fame reafon had induced: meta 
have been filent alfo upon’ this s occalion, if the temper of the times, 
the little indulgence fhewn by Gentlemen to one another, when they 
happen to differ in political opinions, and the popular. circumftance 
in which I ftand, did not in fome fort oblige me_ to protect the vote 


I then gave, and that which I-now intend to iV e by, the reafons 


that induce me to give it, 

Sir, there are three principal confiderations in, this queftion ; firft, 
Whether we are to affift the.Houfe of Auftria and balance of power 
at all, ay orno? Then whether we ought to. do it. with. our whole 
force? And laftly, Whether the Hanoverian troops fhould be, made a 
part of that force? 

As to the firft confideration, anew. doGrine has been taught and 
inculcated for fome months paft, that it is of no importance to this 
nation what. may happen on the continent; that. this country being 
an land intrenched within its own natural boundaries, it may, ftand 
fecure and unconcerned in ‘all the ftorms of the. rett. of the world. 
‘Fhis do&rine, inconfiftent as it is with. all.fenfe and reafon, con- 
trary as itis to the univerfal principles of policy by, which; this /na- 
tion hath been. governed from the con jueit ..to: this hour, is ryet 

openly, profefled and avowed by 1 many. without thefe walls; and 
though. no man has yet ventured to.own. this opinion publicly and 
directly in this Houfe,. yet. fome Gentlemen even here in-efec: 
maintain it, when they argue, that in no cafe this nation ought to 
aflift or fupport the balance of power without the concurrence of the 


Dutch. This tends in evitably to produce the fame fatal-effe@; iit 


reduces this coupty to depend upon Holland, to be a province to 
Holland; and France would then have no. more .to do to become 


miftrefs i all Europe, than to gain over .one fingle town’ of 


» | 


United Provinces, or to. corrupt a few members of the States 3 It is 


therefore. a doctrine of the ereateft danger.., The only folid maxim 
is, that whoever becomes matter of the continent, muft. in. the end 
obtain the dominion of the fea... To confirm this, I may venture to 
cite an old example, nor can I be accufed of pedantry in. doing of 
it, fince it.is an inftance drawn from the laft univerfal monarchy to 
which the world fubmitted. The Romans had no fooner divided, 
broken and fubdued thofe powers upon the 
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had 
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had given a diverfion in the great attempt they ‘had long: intended, 
than they attacked the Carthaginians, a maritime power, potent in 
arms, immenfely opulent, pollefied of the trade of the whole world, 
and unrivalled miftrefs of the: fea. » Yet thefe. people, who enjoyed 
no wealth, purfued no commerce, and at the commencement of their 
quarrel were not mafters of a fingle fhip, at length prevailed againft 
thisenemy upon their proper element, beat and deftroyed their fleets, 
invaded their dominions, and fubdued their empire. From whence, 
Sir, I muft conclude, that we cannot wholly rely upon our fituation, 
or depend folely on our naval power; and I may venture to reafon 
upon this axiom, that this nation muft contribute to fupport the Hlorfe 
of Aufiria and the balance of power in [ome degree. 

The next queftion that occurs, is, in what degree we ought to do 
‘+? and whether we fhould do it with our whole force! Taking, 
therefore, our footing here upon this axiom, that we muft contri- 
bute to it in fome degree, and taking farther to our aid the rea- 
foning of thofe Gentlemen, who think it a work of fuch extreme 
danger, and almoft defperate, the natural and evident conclufion can 
be only this, that as we muff do it, fo we muft do it with the utmeft 
vigour, and with our whole farce. 

We come now to confider, whether the Hanoverian troops fhould 
be made part of that force * There are-feveral confiderations previous 
to the decifion of this queftion. Firft, whether they are as cheap as 
any other forces we can hire! Then whether they are as good? Next 
whether they are as’ properly /ituated? And whether they are as much 
to be depended upon ? If as to every one of thefe particulars the anfwer 
muft be made in the affirmative, 1 think it will go very far to de- 
termine the queftion now before you. 

As tothe firft, that they are as cheap, nay, upon the whole much 
cheaper, the eftimates now upon your table, notwithitanding any 
cavil, do fufficiently demonttrate. 

That they areas good, what man can doubt, who knows the cha- 
racter of the German nation? What man can doubt, who knows 
the attention of his Majefty to military difcipline? Thofe Gentle- 
men can leaft pretend to doubt it, who fometimes do not {pare re- 
fleétions upon that attention which they infinuate to be too great. 

That thefe troops are not properly /iwated, will be hardly’ af 
ferted at this time, when they are actually now in Flanders, and now 
acting in conjunction with our troops. Let any man confider the 
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map of Europe, let him obferve the feat of the war, and he muft 
evidently fee, that whether their fervice may be required in Flanders, 
whether upon the Rhine, or in the heart of Germany, in every one 
of thefe cafes, the Hanoverian forces are as properly circumplanced and 
fituated as any troops in Europe. 

It remains in the laft. place to examine, Whether any other troops 
can be better depended upon and fure nothing can be more obvious 
than that we may rely with more fecurity on thefe than any other. 
They are fubjects of the fame prince, and of a prince indulgent to 
all his fubjects, and accufed by thofe who differ in other points 
from me, of being partial againft the intereft of his German domi- 
nions. Unlefs, therefore, we arraign the firft principle upon which 
a free government can be fupported, and without which every exer- 
cife of arbitrary power would be warranted, we muft allow that 
fuch a people will be faithful to fuch a prince, will defend him with a 
ftrict fidelity, and fupport his quarrel with the utmoft zeal; with a 
zcal which can never be expected from the mercenary troops of any 
other foreign power. 

This. naturally leads us to enquire what other troops we can de- 
pend. upon; the anfwer to this enquiry ‘is fhort-and pofitive; that as 
affairs now ftand abread, we can depend upon none but thefe; let 
us carry this confidcration with us in a furvey of all Europe ; Shall 
we iake into our pay 16,000 of the Dutch ? Would this‘be the means 
of bringing Holland into alliance with us? Would they a& at their 
own expence, would they exert their own proper force? Would they 
pay their own troops in aid of the common caule, when they found 
this nation ready. to do it for them? They would act like madmen, 
ifethey did. Shall we hire Danes? Is there a Gentleman in this 
Houfe, who is not convinced that this power has been warped, for 
fome time paft, towards the intereft of France? When we hired 
thefe troops in the laft inftance, did they not deceive us? Did they 
not even refufe tomarch?! Nay farther, are they not in all appearance 
now ‘upon the point of being employed in a quarrel of their own? 
a quarrel in which they will have need of all their force. Shall we 
then hire Saxons? An Honourable Gentleman feemed to think that 
there may be fome poffibility of this, and perhaps there may hereafter, 
when the King of Pruffia’s views are known, and the part he {hall 
refolve to act; but Saxony is certainly now too much expokd to, 
and cannot fail to be alarmed. at his growing power, at the great 


augmenta- 
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augmentation of his armies, and the fecret and vaft defigns which 
he feems to meditate. This meafure, therefore, is not practicable 
in the prefent conjuncture ; that eleStorate cannot hazard its own 
fecurity in thefe precarious circumftances, by lending out fo great a 


re 


body of its troops. Would Gentlemen advife the hire of Prufftan 
troops to ferve us in this conjuncture? They who do advife it, mutt 
forget ftrangely the part fo lately acted by that prince, and the variety 
of his condu& with regard to his different allies within the fpace of 
the two laft years. I fhall guard myfelf in my expreflions, and 
maintain a proper refpect in difcourfing of fo great a character; but 
I.muft fay thus much, that the miniftry would act with great umpru- 
dence, to put the fafety of the Britifh troops, and to rifque the fate 
ef this army, upon the event of fuch a meafure. I need not fay 
mote; for itis not yet proved to us, that this prince would (I wifh 
there was no reafon to believe he would not) lend us this body of 
his men, though we fhould be difpofed to take them into pay. The 
Suifs cantons, therefore, now alone remain; and indeed from them we 
probably might procure a greater number; but I leave it to the 
judgment of any man of fenfe and candour, whether any minifter of 
this nation could warrant the employment of 16,000 Swifs in this 
fervice?. For when we reflect upon the fituation of thefe provinces, 
and compare it with that of our Britifh troops who are now in Flan- 
ders, it is vifible that they muft pafs 400 miles upon the borders of 
the Rhine, flanked by the #trong places of France, during their whole 
march, expofed to the garrifons and armies upon that frontier, by 
whom. it can never be fuppofed that they would be fuffered to pafs 
unmolefted, when France muft fo well know the intention of their 
anarch to be for no other end, but to make a conjunction ‘with other 
troops in the Britifh pay, in order afterwards to invade, or at leaft to 
interrupt the views of that kingdom with their united force. 

Thefe reafons, Sir, prove invincibly to me, that if we are to affift 


the Houfe of Auftria by an army, we mutt of prudence, nay of ne- 


<= 


ceffity, in part, compofe that arm} of the Hanoverian troops. 


4 
But yet there is another ftate of this queftion, an alternative of. 
which fome gentlemen feem very fond, Whether it would not be better 
o ? ? 
to affift the Queen of Elungary with money only ? 


aby 
This. opinion at fit fight 1s extremely plaufible; if the Queen of 
Hungary has been able to do fo much with an aid of s00,000/ what 
might the net be able to do witha million more? Sir, a million more 
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would by no means anfwer in the {ame proportion. | When a fum ‘is 
giver her, which with the beft economy can fuffice barely to put her 
troops in motion, when the enemy is at her very gates; herall at an 
immediate ftake, there can be no room for a mifapplication of/it. 
But a fum fo immenfe as that of a million and a half, would dazzle 
the eyes of a court fo little ufed to fee fuch fums; and as an Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen {Mr. Horace Walpole}, long Verfed in foreign 
affairs, and well acquainted with thefe matters, told you in a former 
debate, would be much of it {quandered among the Auftrian minifters 
and favourites. I make no. {cruple to add-to this, thatfome fmall 
part might fall to the fhare of minifters elfewhere.» But there is anoz 
ther danger which Gentlemen who contend for this meafure do not 
confider :. can they who profefs a diftruft of all minifters, and par- 
ticularly thofe who are now employed at home ;- they who have ever 
argued againft-all votes of credit upon this principle, that it: affords 
an riches enti to minifters of defrauding the fervice, and’ of putting 
large {ums into the purfeof the crown, or into their ae pockets; 

ean they now argue for this meafure, which ] m ay be bold'to fay, 
would be in effect the moft enornious vote of credit it was ever 
given in the world? Gentlemen infinuate, that the taking the Hano- 
verian forces into Britith sighs is a criminal complaifance, calculated 


5 


only to -adliain’ an infant and a 1 tottering adminiftration.. But how 
much greater means for fuch'a purpofe, would an alternative like this 
atbood $ Suppofe a minifler, unfirm in his new a¢quired power, to 
with-his prince, fhould propofé a fcheme to ‘rez 
iat 1 the coffers of an exhautted civil Jif, fguandered in fuch vile 
purpoles, that no man could have the hardinef$ to come to Parlia- 
€ to hope a fupply for it by any regular application to 
this Houfe? a: method could be devifed by fuch a minifter him- 
fell, to do the job more excellent than’ this? For who can doubt 
that (cuard it how you will) the Queen’ of Hungary might be in- 
duced, in the condition in which fhe now ftands, to accept a million, 
and to:give a receipt in full for the whole fum ? How Could you pre- 
vent an underfianding of this kind between two courts?’ and-how 
ealy, therefore, might it be to fink 500,000/, out of fo watta grant ? 
Siry TD will fufpect no minifter, but I will truft’ none’ in’ this degree 3 
and I wonder other Gentlemen do not fufpea,-if I do note From 
hence, therefore, 1 confider this. as a propofition both fallacious‘and 
unfafe ; for though it be a faét, that the fame fum of money might 


maintain 
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maintain in Auftria double the number ‘of troops ;- yet, if no more 
than haif that mone seas be applied (as l have fhewn great reafon 
to believe that it would not) to the ufes of the war, it is evident, that 


4 


you would deceive nie ves, and would have but an equal number 


i : uy , 
of raw, irregular, ufdifciplined, and much worle troops for it. 
3 oS 3 > t 
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But, Sir, there is yet a Ctroneer arcument againtt the fupply in 
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money only.’ What are our views in fupporting the Queen of Hun- 
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gary? Our views are general and particular; general, to ia the 


prevent the French from making any further Feast diane on this fide 
of Flanders, The firft might poffibly be anfwered in a good degree, 
by giving that Princefs an equivalent in money; but the fecond can- 
not: be fecurely provided againft, without an army on this fide of 
Europe in the Britifh pay. Sir, is it not natural for every one of us 
to guard our vital parts, rather than our more remote members? 
Would not the Queen of Hungary (ftipulate and condition with her 
as you pleafe) apply the greateft part of thefe fubfidies in defence of 
her dominions in the heart of Germany? Might it not even induce 
her to enlarge her views, and to think of conquefts and equivalent 
for what fhe has already loft, which it might be vain and ruinous for 
us to fupport her inf? Would fhe not leave F Flanders to fhift for itfelf, 
or ftill to be taken care of by the Dutch and Britain? In fucha cafe, 
if France fhould find it no longer poffible to make any imprefiion.on 
her territories on. the German fide, what muft we expect to be the 
confequence? | think it very vifible fhe would ona fadden quit her 
expenfive and defteuctive projects on that quarter, and there onl 
carry on a defenfive war, while fhe fell with the greater part of her 
force at once upon the Low seisescalh which would by this meafure 
be wholly HAPS ES ; and fhe might there acquire in one campaign, 
before any pofiibility of making h fe acaintt her, (which the Duteh 
would hardly at ee and could certain 
all that fhe has been endeavouring for the lait century to obtain, am 
what no union of powers could be ever capal 
All this will be effectually prevented by anvarmy paid by us on this 
fide-of Europe ; an army ready to marcn to the borders of her’coun, 
try, and tointercept her fuccours and fupplies for the German war; 
an.army, ready to pro otect the petty ftates, whofe intereft and inclina- 
tion it apparently muft be. to hace for us, and to join» their. forces 


with us, when, they no longer fear the power of Irance; an army, 
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which may pofibly give courage and {pirit to greater powers, who 


may itll doubt, without thefe vigorous meafures, (after what they. 


have formerly experienced) whether they could even yet depend upon 
us; an army, (if the pofture of affairs fhould make it neceflary) able 
to caufe a powerful diverfion to the French forces, by an attack upon 
Lorrain and Champagne, and ftill within diftance to return upon 
its flops in time, to prevent the French from carrying any a of 
confequence in Flanders, fhould they then attempt it. 

One argument more, I beg leave to. mention, and it is of great 
weight. Admit that the fums raifed upon the fubjedt might be greater 
in the one cafe than the other, the fums remitted our of the kingdom 
would be infinitely lefs. Whatever is remitted to the Queen of 

lungary, is buried in the remotedt parts of Germany, and-can never 
return to us; whereas ina war carried on by troops in our own pay 
on this fide, by much the greater part of the expence returns. to us 


wv 


again in part by the pay of officers, by the fupply of provifions and 


neceliaries in accor mtr exhault ted | D\ armie ammunition ordnance 
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horfes,, clothing, accoutremeits, and a multitude of other arti¢les, 
which I need not enumerate, because experience, which is the foundeft 
reafoner, fully proved it-in the exam ple of the laft-war, at the con- 
clution of which, notwithftan: ling the prodigious fums expended in 


if, this nation felt no fenfible efect from a iminution of its cur- 


rent fpecie. 
Sir, I was prepared to have fpoken much more la argely to this fub- 
ject, but my difcourfe bas already been drawn)-to a greater length 


) 
than [ imagined, in treating upon the argument thus far. I thall, 
therefore, avoid troubling ye any farther upom it at thisetime; I 
fhall only obferve, that in my humble opinion, it is fufficiently proved, 
firft, that we mutt afitit the Houfe of Auttriay and that we muft doit 
with all our force; next, that we cannet do it with money only, but 
in part with a land whe i and that this land army cannot be conveni- 


ently: (1 may fay poffibly) compofed at this time, without the Hano- 
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1 therefore can, I think, be no longer 
debated, but upon the foot of popular prejudices. and infinuations of 
an improper connection of Hanoverian and-Britith interefts'; but as 


I could not enter into this fubject without concern and indignation, 


and as it is a very delicate point for me in particular to debate upon, 
rt o 


J fhail leave this part of the queition to. other Gentlemen, who can 
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“as reprefented by the other Houfe, and that of your Lordfhips, whofe 
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are compared with a contract made for the tro¢ IDS of the fan @ nation 


in the: laf war, will fhew how much their.price has rifen fince their 


Sovereign was exalted to this thr 


one ; though | cannot find any proof, 
that their reputation has increafed, nor can difcover from their addons 
in Flanders any reafon to believe, that their fervices will be greater, 
It is now to little purpofe to enquire, whether there are any othe 


troops that could have been more.properly employed, fince it is cer- 


ped 


piers F i C My Q 
tain, that, whatever may be the general charadets or the late condué 


of other nations, it is.the intereft of Britain to employ rather any 


Beto 
{ities 


troops than thefe, .as any evil is rather to be chofen than animo 


between our Sovereign and our fellow-fubjects ; and fuch animoiities 
ra one aa Se : s of 
muft in 1evitably arife from this deteftable preference of the troops.ct 


Hanover 


[The sont was. carried by 67, the Ayes being 2603 Noes. 392. 
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This\affair was, again debated with vehemence upon the. report. on 
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fq ff SASS ee FB tl Fate eine RE 1. dane 
Monday, December'12, 1742, upon. a loataan whether ithe levy 
Winnie Dania it fc Abiotic aout scent a ab Ne Be 
money fhould fland part.of the general queftion, which, was .carried 
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he order of the day for taking into coi afideration the feveral Cpa of 
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which Pods TANHOPE rofe up, and fpoke i in fubftance Bey glee i— 


My Lords, I have always underftood, that the peculiar happinefs 
of the Britifh nation confifts in this, that nothing of 1 
be undertaken by the government, without the confe 
large pofleffions, and the merits either of your anceftors or yourfelves, 
have given you the privilege of voting in your own right in national 
confultations, 

fitness The 
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The advantages of this conftitution, the fecurity which it-confers 
upon the nation, and the reftraint which it lays upon corrupt minif- 
ters, or ambitious princes, are in themfelves too obvious to admit of 
explanation, and toa well known in this jail Affembly, by whofe 
anceftors they were originally obtained, and preferved at the frequent 
hazard of life and fortune, for me to imagine, that I can make’ them 
either. more efteemed or better underftood. 

My intention, my Lords, is not to teach others the regard which 
the conftitution of our government, or the omen of the nation 
demands from them, but to fhew how much J regard them mylelf, 
by endeavouring to preferve and defend them at a time when I think 
them invaded and endangered. 

Upon the examination of the eftimates now before us, I cannot but 
think it A atone my Lords, that every man who weiies liberty, 
fhould exert that fpirit by which it was at firft eftablifhed; that every 
man fhou 1d roufe from his fecurity, and awaken all his vigilance and 
all his zeal, left the bold attempt that has been now ma def hould, if 
it be not vigoroufly repreffed, be an Bhi ike to the more 
dangerous incroachments; and left that fabrick of power fhould be 
deftroyed, which has been erected at an expence and wile fuch la- 
bour; at which one generation has toiled after another, and of which 
the wifdom of the moft experienced and penetrating ftatefmen have 
been employed to perfect its fymmetry, and the induflry of the moift 
virtuous patriots to repair its decays, 

The firft obje@ which the eftimates force upon our obfervation is 
a numerous body of foreign troops, for the levyand payment -of 


which a very large fum is demanded ; and demanded at a time, when 

the nation is to the laft degree embarrafled and opprefled, when it 4s 

engaged in a war with a powerful empire, andalmoft ‘overwhelmed 

with the debts that were contrac¢ted in former confederacies ; when it 

is engaged in a war, not for the recovery of forgotten claims, or for 
Lo. 


a 


{ 


the gratification of reftlefs peer: not for the confumption: of 
exuberant wealth, or for the difcharge of fuperfluous inhabitants ; but 
a war, in which the moft important interefts are fet to hazard, and 
by which the freedom of navigation muft be either eftab lifhed or loft ; 
a war which muit determine the fovereignty of the ocean, the rib 
of commerce, and the ftate of our colonies; a war, in which we | 
may indeed be victorious without any increafe of our reputation ; 
but 


‘ TH E:AR M ¥. peiy, 
but in which we cannot be defeated without lofing all our influence 


iy 


upon foreign powers, and becoming fubject to the infolence of petty 
princes. 
When foreign troops are hired, at atime like this, it is natural t 


expect that they have been procured by co itracts pee os Ae ' : 
) 5 


oi, +. | 
tis natural, my Lords, to expect that. they fhould be a en in 


becaufe no nation can be fuppofed to be lavifh ina time of diftre 
j S, 


we 


expeditions df the utmoit importance ; Acari no trifling advantage 


ought to incite a people overburt thened with taxes, to opprefs. them- 


awh 


felyes with any new expence ; andit may be juffly { fuppofed, that thefe 
3 d i y) 

troops were hired by the advice of the Senate; becaufe no minifter 

can be fi ppoted fe fo hardened in defiance of his country, } in contempt 


of the et and in difregard of the public happinefs, as to dare to in- 
ede 


troduce foreigners into the publi rvice, in profecution of his own 
SS 3 


private fchemes, or to rob the nation which he profelies to,lerve, 
that he may increafe the wealth of another 

But upon confideration of this eftimate, my Lords, all thefe ex- 
pectations, however reafonable in themfelves, however confiftent 
with the declarations of the wifeft ftatefmen, and the practice of 
former times, will be difappointed; for it-will be found that the 
troops of which we are now to ratify the provifions for their payment, 
are raifed at an expence never known on the lke occafion before, 
when the nation was far more able to fupport it; that they have yet 
been employed ei no expedition, that they have neither fought a 
d 


battle, nor befiezed a town, nor undertaken any defign, norhindered 


any that has been formed by thofe againft whom they are pretended 


to have been raifed; that they have not yet drawn a {word but at a 


3 
review, nor heard the report of fire-arms but upon a feftival; that 


they have not yet feen.an enemy and that they are potted where no 
BU Ae ek xl Lantos how q 1 
enemy 15 sikely to approacn them. 

: A a 7 ° a ’ R Ps , * 4 . 

But this, my Lords, is not the circumftance which ought, in my 


opinion, moft ftrongly to affe 


>t us; troops may be raifed without 
being employed, and money e expended without effect; but fuch mea- 

fures, though they ought to be cenfured and rectifed, may be borne 
without any extraordinary cegree of indignation. While our confti- 


tution ides unviolated, temporary lofles may be eafily repaired, 
and: accidental mifconduG fpeedily retrieved; but. when the public 

rights are infringe ed, when the miniftry affume the power of giving 
away the properties of the people, it is then neceflary to exert an un- 
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common degree of vigour and reientment ; 1t Is as nec fia ary to irop 
Te mernN: Miyie nite 5 5 he: en eet ‘ are Af -< 
the incroachments of lawlefs power, as to Hil the torrent of a 
, ’ . 1 ¢ r> 
deluge; which may be perhaps refitted at firft, but from which, the 
CrvLrl ak oth 16 he 12 On eP Ayer rhel id ae = =I red, 
Country that is once overwhelmed by iy Pe annot be recove 
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ry a a 
lo raife this po ae 
ji ck ‘ 


; Bap gh A chen eye ies 
THY Lords to excit e this la udadi 


lo raife this ardour, my ‘ ble refentment, 
a ° . . 3 
j Patent it will be only neceflary to obferve, that thofe troops were 
raifed without the advice or the confent of the Senate ;. that this new 
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burthen- has bee upon the nation by the defpotic will o 


miniiters, and that the demands made for their fupport may be faid 
tobe a tax Jaid upon the people, not by the Senate but by the Court. 
ps | Ae it 
[he motives upon which the miniftry have a€ted on this occafioi 
are, fo far as pus can iG difcovered, and Ra: Mo appears very 
proceed upon Aceiy ; they are fuch as the Act of 


that act to which our Sovereign owes his title to this Throne, ou 


for ever to have excluded from Britifh Councils. 
I fhould proceed, my Lords, :to explain this new method of im- 


poverifning our country, and endeavour to fhow the principles from 


tip ae any (eal 1: Ae. Rah) Sod Nati? phe 
which it aries, and the end which it n nuit promote. But fome fud- 


. sip tod | tp PS y Oe ail ra haar (t oo be ae 
den indipoition oblizes me to contrac¢ my pl an, and Conclude mucl 
Y od T. 2 pea DA | rr _ v } 4 1 gk laa ge § i 
fooner than | intended with moving, “© “That an humble Addrefs be 


prefented to his Majefty, to befeech and advife his Majefty, that con- 


f a Aske de rad 4} 2 r nd Aad 7 red bt -} B orant 
lidering the excefhve and grievous expences, incurred by the great 
+ 1n? Pe cet whe Les Pe ae troogne fat ta { ha C¢ (= ent R #4 fexne “Po 
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Humber OCF ro Bi troops now In ti 3 Ly Q reate Oritain (ex pence 
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Making the Citimares relating thereunto, and which do no appeat r to 
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pieaied, in compatlion to his people loaded already with fuch nu- 
Nerows an } Beier 1 ¢Qowpec {i Fu) 1. rrp Se er\er ap fad lohFre and oreate 
Merous and ieavy taxes, 1lucn aePGe and PTOWwIN aevts, and greater 
annual expences Loan TAs nation, at any time, CvelI before fuitained, 


hofe mercena- 


t 
1 ; aft eperst| ; 
ait year, without the advice or 
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Lord SAnpDwicH {poke next in fupport of the motion to the fol- 


ly Lords, Though I heard the noble Lord with fo 


much pleafure, that 1 could not but wifh he had been able to deliver 
his fentiments more fully upon this important affair; yet I think the 
motion fo reafonable and juft, that though he might have fet it yet 
more beyond the danger of oppofition, though he might have pro- 


duced 
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; ; Tet lt hae or 
uced many arguments in defence of it, which perhaps will not occur 


to any other Lords; yet I Pil ll be able to juftify it in fuch a manner, 


as may fecure the approbation of .the unprejudiced and difinterefted ; 


a 
whicl ” TRUS 
and therefore I rife up to fecond it wi ith that confidence, which ay ays 


Rat 3 , 
arifes from a confcioufnefs of hone 
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enquil ry after trun. 
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The meafures, my Lords, which nave g fion to this mo- 
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tion, have been for fome time the fubject of my reflections ; I have 
endeavoured to examine them in their full extent, to reco 
previous occurrences by which the miniftry might have ‘been in- 
fluenced to engage in them, and to difcover the certain and the proba- 
ble confeguences which they may either imm aalstel? or more re- 
notely produce ; 1 have laboured to colleé&t from thofe who are fup- 
pofed to be moft acquainted with the ftate of Europe, and the fcheme 
of Britifh policy which is at prefent purfued, the arguments which 

an be offered in favour a A new engagements ; and have com- 
ise them with the conduct of former ages upon the Jike occafions ; 
but the refult ieee all my fearches into hiltory, all my converfation with 
liticians of every party, and all my ae meditations, has been 
only, that | am every nour confirmed by fome new evidence in the 
opinion which I had frit formea; a and now imagined myfelf to know 


what I at firft believed, that we are Baie et ina labyrinth of which 


ing fc Hh emes which are in no degree necel~ 
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fary to, the profperity of our country, by means M hich are app 
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contrary to laws to policy, ana to juirice; ana tha t we are mv olved 
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in a foreign quarrel only to waite that blood, and ¢ whch that trea- 
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fure, which might be employed in recovering the rights of commeiCty 
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and digsbhdeate the dominion or the 


nain with that v nigour which intereit 
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cond 


produce, to reprefs that info- 
lence by Li ea ur naviga ‘tion has been confined, and to punii that 


> 
rapacity by which our merchants have been plundered, and that 
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cruelty by which our fellow-fubjects have been enflaved, tortured and 
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murdered, bad been an attempt in which every honeit man wouid 


readily have concurred, and to which all thofe who had fenfe to 


¢| 
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difcern their own intereft, or virtue to promote the publ slic happinels, 
would cheerfully have contibuted, however loaded with taxes, op- 
preffed with a ftanding army, and plundered by the vultures of 
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court: nor is the ancient fpirit of the Britifh nationfo much de- 


prefied, but that when Spain had been fubdued,’ when our rights! had 
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awed the ocean of America, we mignt ‘then have ‘extended Our views 
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to foreign countries, might have affurned once more the e cuardianthip 
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OF tne JIDEerties of 4uUrope, Nave Piven jaw to tne powers Of the 
continent, ana luperintend tne happineis of mankind. But?tn the 
relent fitnatic sf Olir attaire then we have mad ‘or for year 
preient fituation of our atairs, when we have made war for years 
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without advantage, while our moft in nportant rights are “yet fubjec 
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tothe chance of battle, why we fhould engage in’ ‘the defence of 


other princes more than our ftipulations require, I am not ‘able to 
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diicover; nor can 1 conceive what motive can incite us, after having 
fuffered fo much fi eh fhe ig 
usterea io much trom a weak enemy to irritate a ftronger. 
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I'o the meafures which are now purfued, were there no other ar- 
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guments to be alledged againft them, J fhould think it, my Lords, a 
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jutncient objection that they are unneceflary, and that this’is nota 
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time for political experiments, or for wanton expences, ‘I fhould 
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waich a peace of more than twenty years ge not contributed to 
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heavieft calainities ; they will not only ae linder us from increafing our 
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dtrength, but will fink us to the gre edad degree of weaknefs ; they 
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Wil not Only tmpoveruh us for the prefent, which may be fometimes 


fhe eifect of uleful and beneficial defis ons, but may deprefs us below 


recovery, and reduce us to receive laws ‘from’ fome 


foreion power. 
P His is, indeed, a dreadful profpe& ; but what other can atife to 


us from’a war ‘with France, with the ‘moft wealthy empire of the 
univerfe, of which we were fufficien itly fhewn the ftreneth in the late 
war, by the refif 


ance which all the furrrounding nations found it 


their united efforts, and which the debts that 


they then contracted, and the towns that were then deftroyed, will 
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to forget. Of this empire, my Lords, ‘thus 
powerful, 
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powerful, thus formidable, neither the dominions, are contracted, 
hori the! trade impaired, nor the inhabitants diminifhed. . The French 


armies are no Jefs numerous than under their. late mighty monarch, 


their territories are increafed by new acquifitions, their trade has long 


been promoted by the deftrugtion of ours, and their wealth has been 


by confequence increafed. “They have not, my Lords, like this un- 
happy nation, been exhaufted by temporary expedients and ufelefs 
armaments; they have not harafled their merchants.to aggrandife 
the Coart, nor thrown away the opportunities which this interval of 
quiet has afforded them, in the {trugeles of faction; they have not 
been multiplying officers to betray the people, and taxing the BgeF 
to fupport their opprefiors ; but have with equal policy, diligen 
and fuccefs, recovered the lofles which they. then fuftained, a 
enabled themfelves. to make another ftand againft a general con- 
federacy. 

Againtt this empire, my Lords, are we now to be engaged ina 
war, without trade, and without moncy, loaded with debts, and ha- 
cted. from 
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ified with exactions ; for what confequences can be ex 


pec 
fending our troops into the frontier-towns, but that the French will 
charge us with beginning hoftilities, and declare war againtt us, OF 
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attack.us vate 4 declaration; and that we 
alone aenint the whole power of the Houfe of Bourbon, while all 
lies ftand at a diftance ie iritlefs and intimidated, or per- 
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hall be obliged to ftand 


our ancient a 


haps fe cretly ase our enemies aga init us, in | pes of fharin g our 


plunder, or of rifing on our ruin. 
I know it-has been alledged, and alledged with fuch a degree of 


confidence, as it is reafonable to hope nothing could produce but a 


concioufnefs of truth, that the Dutch have already confented to afitt 
is it withdut regret, that 1 find myfelf obliged to declare, 


us; nor 
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that this aflertion is noth! ing more than one of thofe tranfient hea 
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1, it has been for a long time the cuftom of Britifh minifters 


with whie 
and lull them in 


to delude the people, to pacify their clamours, 
Ce artifices from which nothing more is expected 


fecurity ; one of thofe 
the nation, till the circumftances of 


than that it, fhall operate upon 
our affairs furnifh»out another, which is likewife, in a fhort time to 


be exploded only to make way for new falfhoods. in, a perpetual 


fucceflion. 
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€aiier to palliate than to cure; and that. the prope may be quicted 
by political raatig ifics, while difeafes are preying upon them, while 


their tireneth dee and their vitals are confumed, 
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That thefe fal Wis rien upon mankin it and that after the dit 


covery of one cheat, a 


nk 
but raife the wonder of a man who views the diet at a phil: 


and who has not opportunities of iain to the various motives 


of action or belief. Such an one would esi inclined to think us a 


nation of fools, that muft be ined with rattles, or amufed wit 
and would readily conclude, that our minifters were 
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obliged to pratiife fuch fallacies, becaufe they could net prevail, upon 


us by motives adapted to reafonable beings. 
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, my Lords, upon the different principles upon 


But rf we reflect 


which reports like thefe are propagated and oppofed, it will eafily be 


difcovered that their fuccefs 1s not to be imputed either to fuperior 


art on one fide, or uncommon -weaknefs on the other. It is well 
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af 


known that they are promoted by men hired for that purpofe with 
ilaries, or penenee! em RPO PET ae and that they can be 


2 / 
oppofed only from a of déteCting Bi: and advancing the 
public happinefs: 2h is apparent that thofe who invent, thofe who 
circulate, and perhaps part of thofe who pil belief of them, 
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are incited by the profpect of private advantage, and immediate 


fe “d that-thofe who 4tan- he} adi ch} 

pront; and that thoie who {top them in their-career by contradiction 
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an objections, can propoie no other peneit ‘to themfeives, than tnat 


which they {hall receive in common with every other member of the 

community; dnd therefore whoever has fufficiently obferved man- 

kind, to difcover the reafon for which felf-intereft has in almoft all 
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ihe over public fpirit, will be able to fee why reports like 
ot-always fuppretied by feafonable detedtions. 


ae 
~~ 
oO 
bail 
4) 


A , 5 5. ° a | 1 7 bd 
A eee ougnt not to Hatter himfelf that he has always deceived 
thofe who appear to credit his reprefentations; their filence is not fo 


ulity, as-of cowardice.or indolence. Many 
omp of .¢ 


ge 


at offices, and. others. who diftin- 


"Sr 


are overborne by the 
guifh more clearly, and judge witli greater freedom, are contented 
to enjoy ‘their own refletions, wi ithout reproving thofe whom they 
defpair te reform, 

This report of the engagement of the Dutch in our meafures, 
fhall however furnifh our minifters with no opportunity of boafting 
their Addrefs, nor fhall it. pafs any, longer without. contradiétion ; 
for 


ee 


e affirm in the prefence of this auguft 


A ae that the Dutch have hitherto appeared abfolutely neu- 
tral; that they have not fhewn any a approbation of our ‘tbdni $, nor 
any wa ttatich to afift usin them. I know, my Lords, how dif- 
agreeable this affertion may be to thofe, whofe intereft it s that mans 
Kind fhould believe them of no lefs importance in the eyes of foreign 


powers than in their own, and fhould imagine that the reniotett 


aelh aries aut Lad ee venir ch bull dh ult a8 Cee a 
nations of the world are influenced by their motions, and directed 
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by their counfels; but however they may refent this cc 
defy them to confute it, and now call upon them to fhew that the 
¥ for r e Les and 
Dutch have engaged in any meafure for the fupport of the Queen of 


siuncary. 
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The late augmentation of twenty thoufand men, which may pof- 


fibly be mentioned as a proof of their intention, fhews nething but 
t ° » s *, : 
that they purfue their own intereft with their ufual prudence and 


attention, and with fuch as it is to be wifhed that our minifters 
would condefcend to learn from them ; and ‘that they afe too wile to 
fuffer'the towns from which the Auftrians have, by (i 


Ww atk drawn their troops to fall into the hands of the 
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have therefore fubitituted new garruons, but feem to 


to the intereft of the Queen of Uae nor any 
that of providing for the eir own fecurity, waiting the even 
war, and laying hold of any advantage tea may accidentally be of- 


Fie 
fered them. 


ne” a Ah aR arti are M Pah 4 ge ate Hs 
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others. or willing to be deceived themfelves, that the province of 
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Holland has pafied a vote a affifting the Queen of 
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twenty thoufand men: but i f it be remembered, my Lords. that this 
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mutt be the general at of the Unite ed States, and that every province 
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has its own partics lar views tc cratify, anda its own intereit to re- 


concile with tke general good, it may be very reafonably fufpected, 
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unite, and fuch re ferent {chemes will be made confiftent, the Hout 


e 
of Auftria may be exa amined, that our forces may be deftroyed, and 
Germany enflaved by the French, [hen, my Lords, ‘what ‘will 


remain, but that we fhall curfe that folly that involved us in diftant 
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quarrels, and. that temerity which fent to oppofe a’ power 
which we could not withftand; and which incited us to walte ‘that 


treafure 
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freaiure in foreign countries, which’ we’ may quie<ly wantifor: the 
defence of our own? 


It muftbe indeed confeffed, that if an eftimate is to be made of 
eur condition, from the conduct of our minifters, the fear of exe 
haufling our treafure muft be merely panic, and the precepts of frus 
gality which other States have grown great by obferving, ‘are to be 
abfolutely unneceflary. It may reafonably be imagined that we have 
fome fecret mine, or hidden repofitory of gold, which no degree of 
extravagance can drain, and which may for evet nea the moft 
Favith expences without diminution. 


# Or upon what other {uppofition, my Lords, can any man attempt 


a defence of the contraét, by which we have obtained for one cam 


paign the fervice of the troops of Hanover?) What but the confi- 
: gt 
aence of funds that can never be deficient, could influence them to 


conclude a ftipulation, by which levy- moneys to be paid for troops 

ingle ian was raifed for our fervice, or on the 

prefent occafion; which were eftablifhed for the fecurity of the 
Electorate of Hanover, and would have’ been mainta uined, though we 
had not en gaged in the affairs of the continent. 


What were the reafons which induced our miniftry to employ the 


forces of Hanover, it is, perhaps, not necefla ary) to enquire: . The 
only motive that ought to have influenced them, was the ee of 


obtaining them me cheap terms; for, my Lords, if the troops of 
Hanover cannot be obtained, but. at the fame expence with thofe of 
a 

Britain, 1 am not able to difcover, why they fhould be: preferred. 


i have never heard, my Lords, any uncommon inftances of Hano- 
verian courage, that fhould incline us to truft ‘the caufe of Europe 
rather to that nation than to our own; and am inclined to believe; 
that Britain is able to produce men equal in all military virtues to 
any native of that happy country; a country which, though it was 
thought worthy to be fec inthis ua a neutrality, when all the neizh- 
bouring provinces were expofed to the ravages of war, I have never 
heard celebrated for any peculiar excellencies ; and of which I can- 
not but obferve, that it was indebted for its fecurity rather to the 
precaution of its prince, than the bravery of its inhabitants. 

This demand of levy-money fhocksevery Briton yet more ftrongly, 
on coniidering by whom it is required; required by that family 
whom we have raifed from a petty dominion, for which homage was 
paid toa fuperior power; and which was, perhaps, only fuffered to 


retain 
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retain the appearance of a feparate fovereignty, becaule it was no 
worth the labour and expence. of an invafion; becaufe it .would 
neither increafe riches nor titles, nor gratify either avarice or ambi- 
tion; by a family whom from wan t and weaknefs we have exalted 
to a Throne, from whence, with virtue equal to their power, they, 


may iflue their mandates to the remoteft parts of the earth, may 


prefcribe the courfe of war in diftant empires, and dictate terms of 
peace to half the Monarchs of the globe. 
I fhould imagine, my Lords, that when a King of the Houfe of 


Hanover furveys his natives, reviews his troops, or Meats his 


revenue, beholds the fplendor of his court, or contemplates the ex- 
tent of his dominions, he cannot but fometimes, however unwil- 
lingly, compare his preient ftate with that of his anceftors ; and. that 
when he gives audience to the ambafladors of princes, who, per 


3 


haps, never heard of Hanover, and dire&ts the payment of fums, by 


the {malleft of which all his ancient inheritance. would. be dearly 


purch safed; and reflects, as furely he fometimes will, “‘that-all thefe 
honours and riches, this reverence from foreign powers, and: his 
dometftic fplendor, are’ the gratuitous and voluntary gifts of the 
mighty people of Britain, he fhould find his heart overflowing with 
unlimited gratitude, and fhould be ready to facrifice to the: happ 

nefs of his benefactors, not only every petty intereft, or accidental 


inclination, but even his repofe, his fafety, or his life ; that he fhouid 
be ready to-eafe them of every burthen before they complained,-and 
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to aid them with all his power before they requeited we afhitance’s 


that he fhould-confider his little territories as only a conte nptible 
province to his Britifh empire, a kind of nurfery for. troops to. be 
employed without harai fing his more valuable fubje »éts. 

It might be at leaft hoped, my Lords, that the princes. of. the 


c 
Houfe of Hanover might have the fame regard to this, nation as to 


1 3 


Kings from whom they never received any beneht, and whom they 
ought in reality always to have confidered as enemies, aR even fron 
fuch levy-money was not always required ; or if required, was. not 


always received. 
There was once a time, my Lords , before any of this race wore 
the Crown of Britain; when the 4 reat French. Monarch, Lewis 
XIV. being under a neceflity of hiring auxiliary troops, applied to 
the Duke of Hanover, as a prince whofe neceflities would naturally 
incline him to fet the lives of his fubjects, at a cheap rate. The 
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eafed with an oppportunity of trafficking with fo wealthy 4 
Monarch, readily promifed a{upply of troops ; and demanded, levy- 

1oney to be paid him, that he might be enabled to raife them.- But 
Hanoverian reputgtion was not ‘then raifed fo high, as that: the 
French King dhould: tru him with his money.. Lewis fufpeéted, 
and made no fcruple of declaring his fufpicion, that the demand of 
levy-money was only a pretence to obtain.a.fum which would never 
afterwards be repaid, and for which no troops would be obtained ; 
and therefore with his ufual prudence infifted, that the troops fhould - 
firft- march, and then be paid. Thus for fome time thevtreaty was 
at a ftand: but the King being equally in want of men, as: the 
Duke of money, and perceiving, perhaps, that it was really imprac- 
ticable for fo indigent a,prince to raife troops without fome pecus. 
niary afiiftance, offered him at length a {mall fum, which» was gladly 
accepted, though much below the original demand. The. troops 
were engaged in the fervice of France; and the Duke of Hanover 
thought himfelf happy in being able to amufe himfelf at his leifure 
with the rattle of money. 

Such, my Lords, were the conditions on which the troops of 
Hanover were furnifhed in former ‘times; and furely what could 
then be produced by the. love of money, or the awe of a fuperior 
power, might now be expedted as thé. effet of gratitude and 


kindnefs. 
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But not to dwell any longer, my Lords, upon particular circum- 


{tances of meafures, of which the whole {chemic. is contrary to the 
apparent intereft of this empire, I fhall not enquire farther, why 
auxiliaries are employed on this occafion rather than Britons, rather 
than thofe whofe bravery is celebrated to the moft diftant corners of 
the earth? why, if mercenaries are neceflary, thofe of Hanover are 
preferred to others: or why, if they are, indeed, preferable, they are 


now to be hired at an hi 


gher rate than at any former time? It appears 
to. me.of far more importance to undermine the foundation, than:to 
batter the fuperftructure of our prefent fyftem of “politics; and of 
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greater ufe to enquire, why we have engaged in a war on the: conti- 
nent, than why we carry it on with ridiculous profufion, 
It appears to.me, my Lords, that there are many reafons which, 


with the fame circumftances, would. have withheld any nation but 


this from fuch a dangerous interpofition. The Dutch we fee, are 


content to look on without action, though they are more interefted 
in 
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engaged in a war, of which no man can foreice t 
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youring to decide, and of which the decifion is, indeed, by no 


means neceflary in the prefent debate; fince if we are too weak.to 


ftrugele with Spain, una fitted as fhe is, and embarrafled with dif- 
rp 
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ferent views, I need not fay what will be our condition, when the 
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of Europe, imall attack us exhauited with taxes, enervates 
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ruption, and difuntted trom all allies. ‘VVhether the troops of Hanover 
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will anit us at that tine, i Cannot @ctermine. rerBaps in the de- 
BruGion of the Britifh dominions, it. may be thought, expedi ient to 
a J 


fecure a more valuable and important country by a timely neutta- 


the confequence of per- 


c 4 
fidious counfels, and private machinations; if out fects are fent,owt 
with orders to make no attempt againft our enemies, or our admi- 
tals commanded to retreat. before them ;, furely no higher degree of 
madnefs can be imagined, than that of provoking new enemies 
before we have experienced a ehengs of counfels, and found reafon 
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to place in our minifters and ftatefmen. that comhaenc vhich.war 


abfolutely requires. 
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and though the quarrel about w was our own; 


i fhould think the neareft danger the 
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patience under foreign intults, til we had .redreiied Our domeftic 


: =4 } 7 j tr * in ieee = r 
grievances ; till we had driven treachery trom the Court, and cor-. 
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ruption fromthe Senate.. Eut much more, proper do 1 think this 
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either advantage or fecurity from. their 


fuffer any lofs or injury by their fall. 
But, my Lords, I know it will be anfwered, 


Hungary 


e) 
rad 
< 


greatnedg, 


has a right by treaty to our afliftance ; 


[FEB I» 


or that we fhould 


that the Queen of 


and that in becom- 


ing guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction, we engaged to fupport 


her in the dominions of her anceftors. 
fwer of which I do not deny the juftnefs, and of \ which | will not. attempt 


to invalidate 


the ftrength. 


L allo 


This, my Lords, is 


an an- 


ow that fuch a ftipulation was made, 


and that treaties ought to be obferved, at whatever hazard, with un- 


violated faith. 


gaged with us in the fame treaty, whom intereft. or c 


It has been indeed objected, 


inclined to negle& it; 


garrifon of Europe 


fervation of whicl 


with ourfelves. 
of which the ill confequences can never be fully difcovered; an ar- 


gument. which diflolves all the obligations of contracts, 


{o 
10 


a this, my Lords, 


oO 


that many nations en- 


Sowardice. have 


and that we ought not to become the ftanding 


r to defend alone 


many States are 


thofe territories, to the pre- 


obliged to contribute equally 


appears to me an argument 


leftroys the 


foundation of moral juftice, and lays fo ciety open to all the mifchiefs 


of perfidy, 


therefo 


But as in my opinion, my Lords, 
an intention to deceive others or ourfelves, 


when it 


T fhall venture to declare 


Q 


practife hi 


by making the va alidity of oaths 


and contracts dependent 


and regulating the duties of one man by the conduct 


I 


2c 


pretend not, my Lords, to long experience, and 


is Clouded with 


sown, that hi 


corruption, and that t 


« 


| 
hofe 
| 


may from his fincerity have a profpect of relief. 


I believe al 


1 po 


ore in difcuffing intricate queftions, may be cafily miftaken. 


morality is feldom difficult, but 


with more confidence, that in proportion 
as one man neglects his duty, another.is more ftricily obliged to 
s example may not help forward the general 
fe who are injured by the perfidy of others, 


litics that are not founded on morality will be 


found fallacious and deftruGive, if not immediately, to thofe who 


practile them 


lifturb fociety, and weaken 
I fhall therefore allow, 


auires from a 


duty’ of a nation; 


a fole 


be obferved;. and. it is, therefore, 


H 


yet coni 


world. 


that what 


equentially by their general tendency to 


thofe obligations which maintain the 


juftice re- 


private man, becomes, in parallel circumftances, the 


mn treaty. 


and fhall, 
The Ripul ations 


we became guarantees of. the Prag 


| 


therefore, never advife the violation of 
in which we engaged, when 
matic Sanétion, are doubtlefs to 
one of the ftrongeft objections 


a gainkt 


troops of Germany can now be employed againft him, without fub- 
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acainft the meafures which we are now purfuing, that we fhall be ae 
perfidious at a gréater expence than fidelity would have required, Mt 
and fhall exhauft the treafure of the nation without affifting the Queen 
of sao om 


e 


To explain this affertion, my Lotds, it is neceffary to take a view 


of the douitit ution of the German body, which confifts of a great aa 
number of fears te governments independent ‘on each other, but an 
fubject in fome degree to the Emperor as the general head. T[! 
fubjects of each ftate are 2 Mavelgas by their prince, and owe no alle- 
giance to any other fovereign; but the prince perforn 

the Emperor, and having eit acknowledged himfelf his feudatory, 
or dependent, may bé punifhed for rebellion againft him. ‘The titie 


of the Emperor, and confequently his claim to this allegiance, and CG 


J 
the right of iffuing the Ban againft thofe who fhall refule it, is con- a 
firmed by many folemr acknowledgments of the Diet, anda eft 
others by the grant of a pecuniary aid; this the sessilis K mperor eH 


indifputably received, an aid having been already granted him in the 


Vs 


Diet. of a fubfidy for eiohteen months; and therefore none of the 
3 J dD 3 


jeCting the prince to whom they peddr to the cenfure of the Ban, 
a kind of civil excommunication. eee 

To what purpofe then, my Lords, are we to hire, at a rate ‘never a 
paid, or ips demanded before, troops which cannot ferve us 


without fubjecting their prince to the charge of f rebellion? Or how 
fhall we affift the Queen of Hungary, by colle 
not act againft the only enemy which fhe has now to fear? Or in es 


cting forces which dare 


what new difficulties fhall we be engaged, fhould the ineftimable do- 1) a 
minions of Hanover be fubjeéted to the imperial interdiction. Go 


Thefe, my Lords, are queftions to which, IT hope, we fhali hear eh Nae 
a more fatisfactory anfwer than {f am able to wens ; for, indeed, ae 


I do not fee what remains, but to confefs, that-thefe troops are hired ib dta a! 

only for a military fhow, to amufe this nation with a falle appearance Nino; 

of zeal for the prefervation of Europe, and to imereafe the treafures iA aetna 
de 


of Hanover at the expence of Britain. hee 

Thefe are defigns, my Lords, which no man will avow, and yet | He 
thefe are the only defigns which I can yet difcover and therefore d : 
fhall oppofe all the meafures that tend to their execution, Tf the hea Wii: 
of indignation, or the afperity of refentment, or t | 
contempt, have betrayed me into any ¢xpreluons unwotthy of the 


Vou. Il, j dignity 
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dignity of this Houle, | hope they will be forgiven by your Lordthips,; 
for any other degree of freedom J \fhall, make no apology, having, as 
a peer, a right. to deliver my opinion, and as a Briton, to aflert the 


‘independence: of my native country, when 1 fee, or imagine myfelf 


to fee, that itis ignominioufly and illegally fubjected tothe promotion 
of the petty intereft of the province-of Hanover. 

Lord Carreret then rofe and made, anfwer to, the: following 
effect :—-My Lords, As I doubt not but I fhallbe able to juftify the 
meafures which are'now purfued, in fuch a manner as may entitle 
them to the approbation of your Lordfhips, I propofed'to hear.all the 
objections that fhould be made, before 1 attempted a vindication, 
that the debate might be fhortened, and that the arguments on both 
fides 'might be confidered as placed in the full ftrength of oppofition; 
and sini it might: be difcerned how objections, however fpecious in 
themfelves,: would vanifh before the light of reafon and truth, 

But the noble Lord has made it neceflary for me:to alter my defign, 
by a fpeech which I will not applaud, becaufe it has, in my opinion, 
an ill tendency; nor cenfure, becaufe it wanted, neither the iplendor 
of eloquence, nor “the arts of reafoning; and had) no other, defeat 
than that which muft always be produced by a bad caufe, fallacy in 
the arguments, ‘and errors in the aflertions. 

This fpeech Iam obliged to anfwer, becaufe his Lordfhip has been 
pleafed to call out for any Lord who will aflert, that the Dutch have 
agreed toconcur with us in-affifting the Queen of Hungary. That 
all the provinees of that republic have agreed to affift us, is indeed 
not true; nor do I know, my Lords, by whom or upem what: au- 
thority it was aflerted ; but the concurrence of the province of -Hol- 
jand, the moft important of all, and whofe example the reft feldom 
delay to follow, has been obtained, which is fufficient to encourage 
us to vigorous refolutions, by which the reft may. be animated toa 
fpeedy compliance. 

The concurrence of this province has been already the confe quence 
of the meafures. which have been lately purfued; meafures from which, 
though juft and fuccefsful, the miniftry cannot clatm much applaule; 
becaufe all choice was denied, and age 4 were obliged either toremain 
paffive: fpeCtators of the ruin of Europe, and, by confequence, of 
Britain, or to do what they have done. And furely, my Lords, 
that néceffi id which deprives them of all claim to panegyric, will be 
likewife a Yasticient fecurity from cenfurey’ There is, indeed, no reafon 
te 
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tofear cenfure’ from judges fo candid and experienced as your Lord= 
fhips, to whom it may without difficulty be proved, that the balance 
of Europe has already changed its pofition, and the Houfe of Bourbon 
is now not able to preponderate againft the other powers. 

By entering into an alliance with Sardinia, we have taken from 


the crown of Spain all the weight of the territories of Italy, of 


which ‘the Auftrian forces. are now in poffeffion, ‘without fear of 
danger of being interrupted ; while the paffes: of the ocean are fhut 
by the fleets of Britain, and thofe of the mountains: by the troops of 
Sardinia. 

Thofe unhappy forces which were tranfported by the Spanifh fleet 
are not only loft to’ their native country, but expofed) without pro- 
vifion, ‘without ammunition, ‘without retreat, and without:hope: 
nor can any human profpect difcover how they can ene deftruction, 
either by the fatigue of marches, or the want of neceflaries, -or the 
fuperior force of anarmy well fupplied and elated. with fuccefs. 

This, my Lords, is an embarrafiment from. which the Spaniards 
would gladly be freed at any expence, from which they would bribe 
us to relieve them, by permitting the demolition: of new. fortrefles 
or reftoring the army which we loft at Carthagena, 

Of this alliance the Queen of Hungary already «finds the -advan- 


tage, as it preferves countries in her poffeffion, which) if once loft, 


at might be impoflible to recover; and fets her free from the nbcbiiey 


‘of dividing her army for thé protection of diftant territories. 

Thus, my Lords, the Spaniards are obftructed and diftrufted’; of 
their armies, one is condemned to wafte away at the feet of impaflable 
mountains,’ only to hear of the deftruction of their countrymen whom 
they are endeavouring to relieve, and the eftablifhment of peace: in 
thefe regions of which they had projected the conqueft;, and the othet, 
yet’ more unfortunate, has been fuccefsfully tran{ported, only to fee 
that fleet which permitted their paflagze preclude their fupplies, and 
hinder their retreat. 

Nor:doiwe; my Lords, after having thus efficacioufly oppofed one 
of the princes of the Houfe of Bourbon, fear or fhun the refentment 
ofthe other; we doubt not.to fhew, that Britain is -ftill able to retard 
the arms of the haughty French, and to drive them» back from ‘the 
invafion of other kingdoms. to. the defence of their own, The time 
is at. hand, my Lords, in which it will appear, that however the 
power of France has been exaggerated, with whatever fervility her 
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protection has been courted, and with whatever meannefs her/info- 
lence has been borne, this nation has not yet loft, its influence -or its 
ftrength, that itis yet able to fill the continent with armies, to afford 
protection to its allies, and ftrike terror into thefe who have: hitherte 
trampled under foot the faith of treaties and rights: of Severeigns, 
and ranged over the dominions of the neighbouring princes, with the 
fecurity of lawful pofleflors, and the pride of conquerors. 

t has been objefted by the noble Lord, that this change is not to 
be expected from an army: compofed of auxiliary troops: from any of 
the provinces of the German empire, becaufe they cannotact againit 
the general head. I can eafily, my Lords, *folve this difficulty, from 
my long acquaintance with the conftitution of the empire; which I 
underftood ‘before the noble Lord, who has entertained you with a 
difcourfe upon it, was in being; but 1 will not engrofs your! time, 
or retard your determination by a fuperfluous difquifition, which may 
be now fafely omitted ; fince [ am allowed by his Majefty to affure 
your Lordfhips, that the Heflian and Hanoverian troops: fhall be em- 
ployed in affifting the Queen of Hungary, and that they have already 
received orders to make the preparations neceflary for marching inte 
the empire. 

After this declaration, my Lords, the moft formidable objection 
againft the prefent meafures will, | hope, be no more heard in this 
debate; for it willbe by no means proper for any Lord to renew it 
by enquiring, whether his Majefty’s refolution is not.a breach of the 
imperial conftitution, or whether it will not expofe>his electoral. do- 
minions to danger. For it is not our province to judge of the laws 
of other nations, to examine when they are violated, or, to enforce 
the obfervation of them; nor is it neceflary,. fince the interefts.of 
Britain and Hanover are irreconcileably oppofite, to endeavour the 

refervation of dominions which their own Sovereign is inclined to 
hazard. 

Thus, my Lords, I hope it appears, that the comnrom intereft' of 
Britain and Europe is fteadily purfued; that the Spaniards feel the 
effects of a war with Britain by their diftrefs and embarraflment; that 
the Queen of Hungary difcovers, that the ancient allies of her family 
have not deferted her ; and that France, amidft)-her boafts- and. her 
projects, perceives the determined oppofers of her grandeur again 
fetting her at defiance, 


The 
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The Duke of Bgeprorp fpoke to the following effec’:—My 
Lords, The affurance which the noble Lord who -fpoke laft declares 


himfelf to have conceived of being able to demonttrate the propricty 


of the prefent meafures, muft furely arife from fome intelligence which 
has been hitherto fuppreiled, 
peculiar to himfelf; fort cannot difcover any force in the arguments 


fome knowledge of future events 


which he has'been pleafed to ufe, that could preduce in him. fuck 
confidence of fuccefs, nor any circumftance 
ance of Europe, that do not feem to demand.a different conduct. 


in the prefent < appeat 


The reafonablenefs of our meafures at this time, at at. all others, 
muft be evinced by arguments drawn from an attentive review of the 
ftate of our own country, compared with that of the neighbouring 
nations; forno man will deny, that thofe methods of proceeding 
which are at one time ufeful, may at another be pernicious ; and that 
either a gradual rotation of power, ora cafual mareitinn of intereit, 
may very properly produce changes in the counfels of the mot fteady 
and vigorous adminiftration. 

It.is therefore proper, in the examination of this queftion, to con 
fider what is the ftate of our own nation, and what is to be hoped or 
feared from the condition of thofe kingdoms, which are moft enabled 
by their fituation to benefit or to hurt us: and in enquiry, my Lords, 
an enquiry that can give little pleafure to an honeft and benevolent 
mind, it immediately occurs, that we are a nation exhaufted by a Jong 
war, and impoverifhed by the diminution of our commerce ; and 
the refult, therefore, of this firft vaecsiuaalalial is, that thofe meafures 
are moft eligible which are moft frugal; and that to wafte the public 
treafure in unneceflary expences, or to load the people with new taxes 
oily to difplay a mockery of war on the continent, or to amule our- 
felves, our alliess or pur enemies, with the idle oftentation of un- 
necellary numbers, is to drain from the nation the Jaft. remains of 
its ancient vigour, inftead of affifting its recovery from its, prejent 
languors. 

But money; however valuable, however neceflary, has fometimes 
been imprudently and unfeafonably fpared ; and an ill-timed_parti- 


mony has been known to haften calamities, by which thofe have been 


deprived of all who would not endeavour to preferve it by the lofs of 


part. Itis therefore to be confidered, whether meafures lefs exper 


five would not have been more dangerous; and whether we have not, 
by hiring foreign troops, though at a very high rate, at a rate which 
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would have been’ demanded from°no other nation, purchafed an 
exemption from diftrefles, infults,and invafions. 

~The only nations,» my Lords, whom we have any reafon to fufpe& 
of a delign toinvade us, or that have power to put any fuch defign 
in execution, are’ well known to be the French and Spaniards 5 front 
thefe, indeed, it may juftly be expected, that they will omit*no oppor 
tunity of gratifying that hatred which difference of religion and‘con= 
trariety of intereft cannot fail to continue from’ age to age; ‘and 
therefore we ought never to imagine ourfelves fafe, while it is in their 
power to endanger us. But of thefe two nations, my Lords, the one 
is already difarmed by the navies of Britain, which confine‘her fleets 
to their harbours, and, as we have been juft now informed; ‘pres 
clude her armies from fupplies: the other is without a fleet able to 
tran{fport an army, her troops are difperfed in different countries; 
and her treafures exhaufted by expeditions or negotiations equally 
expenfive. | 

‘There is therefore, my Lords, no danger of an invafion, ‘even 
though we had no forces by which it could be oppofed ; but much 
lefs is it to be feared, when it is remembered, that the fea is covered 
with our {hips of war, and that all the coafts of Europe are awed and 
alarmed by the navies of’ Britain. 

This then, my Lords, is furely the time, when we ought not to 
have facrificed any immediate and apparent intereft to the fear iof 
attempts from Spain or France, when we might without danger have 
affiited our allies with our national troops, and havefpared that money 
which we have fo lavifhly beftowed upon auxiliaries; when we might 
fecurely have fhewn the powers of the continent how’ much ''the 
Britifh valour is yet to be feared, and how little our late lofles or 
diigraces are to be imputed to the decline of our ‘courage or our 
ftrength: 

I fuppofe, my Lords, no man will confefs, that foreign troops have 
been hired'as more to be trufted for their {kill or bravery than ouf 
own. ‘To difpute the palm of courage’ with any nation would be"a 


reproach to the Britifh name; and if our foldiers ‘ate’ not at Jeatt 


equally difciplined with thofe of other countries, it muft be owned, 
that taxes have been long paid to little purpofe, that the glitter of res 
views has been juftly ridiculed as an empty fhow, and ‘that’ we have 


kong been flattered by our minifters and generals with falfe fecurity: 


But 
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But though | am:far from believing, that the.army.has been fup- 
ported only for the defence of our-country ; and though, 1. know, that 
their officers are frequently engaged in employments more important 
in the opinion of their direétors, than that of regulating the difcipline 
ef their regiments, and teaching the-ufe of arms and the fcience.of 
war; yet, as I believe the courage of Britons {uch as may often {up- 
ply the want of fkill, I cannot.but conclude, that they are at leaft as 
formidable as the troops of other countries, efpecially when 1 remem- 
ber, that they enter the field incited and fupported by the reputation 
of their country. 

Why then, my Lords, is the nation condemned to fupport at once 
a double burthen, to pay at-home an army which can be of no ute, 
and to hire auxiliaries, perhaps, equally unactive ; to make war, if 
any war be intended, at an unneceflary expence, and to pay, at once, 
a fleet which only floats upon the ocean, an army which only awes 
the villages from which it is fupported, and a body of mercenaries, 
ef which no man can yet conjeCture with what defign they have 
been retained. 

That they are intended for the fupport of the Queen of Hungary 
has been, indeed, aflerted ; and this contract has been produced as an 
inftance of the zeal of our minifters for the aflertion of the Pragmatic 
Sanétion, the prefervation of the liberties of Europe, and the .fup- 
preflion of the ambitious. enterprizes of the Houfe of Bourbon; but 
furely, my Lords, had: the affiftance of that illuftrious Princefs been 
their fole or principal intention, had they in. reality. dedicated the 
{um which is-to be received bythe troops.of Hanover, to the facred 
caufe of public faith. and univerfal liberty, they, might. have found 
methods of promoting it much more efficaciouily at no greater ex~- 
pence.. Had they remitted that money, to the Queen, the would 
have been enabled to call nations to her ftandard, to fill the plains of 
Germany with the hardy inhabitants of the mountains and the deferts, 
and have deluged the empire of France with multitudes equally daring 
and rapacious, who would have defcended upona fruitful country like 
vultures on their prey, and have laid thofe provinces in ruin which 
now finile at the devaftation of neighbouring countries, fecure in the 
protection of their mighty monarch. 

_ By this method of carrying.on the war, we might have fecuredour 
ally from danger which I cannot but think imminent and formidable, 
though it feems at prefent not to be feared. By fo large an addition 
ta 
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to her troops, fhe would have been enabled to fruftrate thofe defigns, 
which her fuccefs may incline'the King of Pruffia to ‘form againft her; 
for with whatever tranquillity he may now feem to look upon this 
general commotion, his conduét gives us no reafon' to imagine, that 
he has changed ‘his maxims, that he is now forgetful or negligent 
of his own intereft, or that he will not fnatch the firt opportunity 
of aggrandizing himfelf by new pretenfions to the Queenvof Hun- 
gary’s dominions. 

At leaft, my Lords, it may without {cruple be afferted, that th 
hopes which fome either form or affe@ of eng gacine him Ina cons 
federacy for the fupport of the ‘Pragmatic Sanétion, are merely 
chimerical, He who has hitherto confidered no intereft but his owns 

1as perhaps endangered himfelf by attempting to weaken the 


Kh 
fy 


he who 
only power to’ which ity as well as the other princes of. the empire, 
can have recourfe for proteCtion: from the ambition of France,»and 
has therefore broken the rules of policy only to gratify a favourite 
aflion, will fcarcely concur in the exaltation of that family) which 
2s fo lately endeavoured to deprefs, and which he has fo-much 
lperated againit him. If he is at length, my Lords, alarmed at 
1e ambition of the Houfe of Bourbon; and’ has learned not to facili- 


tate thole defigns which are in reality formed againft himfelf, it cans 


not be doubted, that he looks with equal fear on the Houfe of Auftria, 
that he knows his fafety to confit only in the weaknefsof both, and 
that in any conteft between them, the utmof that can be hoped from 


But, my snide he whofe fecurity depends only on ‘a fuppofition, 
that men will not deviate from right reafon or true policy, isin a ftate 
can afford him very little tranquillity or confidence: whatever 
is néceflarily to be preferved, ought to be defendéd, not only: from 
certain and conftant danger, but from cafual and’ poflible injuries; 
and’ amongit the ibis from thofe which may proceed from thé muta- 
bility of will, or the depravation of underitanding ; nor fhall we fuffi- 


cient tly eftablith the Houfe of Auftria, if we leave it liable’to be fhaken 
whenever the King of |] ’ruffia fhall feel his ambition're-kindléed, or 


his malevolence anereas we muft not leave it dépendent on the 
‘ ip or policy of the neighbouring powers) but*mutt “enablevit 
once more to awe the empire, and fet at defiance the malice of its 


enemies, 


This: 


2 
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This, my Lords} might’ have: beendone by, avliberal fublidy,: by 
which armies might-have been levied, garrifons c ftablifhed, and cities 
fortified ;).and:why any other method was: purfued, what reafon can 
be:affigned?) What, but an inclination to. aggrandize and enrich a 
contemptible province, and to deck with the plunder of Britain the 
eleGtorate of Hanover ? 

It has been fufpeted, my Lords, (nor has the fufpicion been with- 
out foundation) that our meafures have long been regulated by the 
intereft of hiss Majefty’s electoral. territories ; thefe. have, been Bei 
confidered asa gutph into which the treafures of this nation have 
been thrown; and it-has been obferved, that the ftate of the country 
has, fince: the insti of its'princes to this throne, ;been changed 
without any vifible canfe;, affluence has. begun to wanton in their 
towns, and gold to eaten intheir cottages, without the difcovery, of 
mines, or the increafe of their trade ; and new dominions have been 
purchafed, of which it»can fearcely be imagined, that the value was 
paid out of the revenues of Hanover. 

This, my Lords, is unpopular, illegal, and unjuft;. yet this might 
be borne, in confideration of great advantages, of the protection of 
But> there are,.men who 


our trade, and the fupport of our honour. 


dare to whifper, and who, perhaps, if their fufpicions receive new 
confirmation, will publicly declare, that for the prefervation of Hano- 
Ver, our Commerce has been neglected, and. our honour. impaired s 
that to fecure Hanover from invation, the Houfe.of Bourbon has.been 
courted, and the family of Auftria embarrafled and depreffed.. , Thefe 
menaflert, without sega that when .we entered into.a league 


mperor and the Spaniards, in the reign of 


with France againit the 
the late Emperor, no. part, of the Britith dominions were in danger 5 
and that the alarm which was raifed to reconcile the nation to mea~ 
{ures fo contrary to,thofe which former ages had purfued, was a ficti- 
tious deteftable artifice of wicked policy, by which Britain was, en-= 
gaged in the defence of Aelita to pane we owe no regard, as 
we.can receive no real advantage from them. 

It-were to. be wifhed, that no late inftance could be produced, of 
conduct regulated by the fame principles ; and that this fhameful, this 
pernicious set ity had been univerfally allowed to have ceafed with 
the late reign; but it has never yet been fhewn, that the late neu- 


trality, by wie Hanover was preferved, did not reftrain the arms 
of Britain; nosy when it has been afked, w hy the Spanifh army was, 


when 
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when within reach of vthe cannon of the Britith navy,» peaceaby 


tranfported to Italy, has any other reafon been’ afligned,. than: that 
he tranfports could not be deftroyed without a breach of she! neutrality 
of Hanover? 


Ca el Pa ae So Wie ge ffi 


Phis, my Lords, isoa fubje& on which I could have only been ine 


duced to dwell, by my zeal for the prefent eftablifhment, and my pera 


~ 


‘ion for his Majefty. It is univerfally allowed): that) not 


pee 


only the honour and profperity, but the fafety.of a Britith monarch, 
1a8 upon the affection of his fubjects ; and that neither fplendid 


4 


levees, nor large revenues, nor itanding armies, can fecure his hap- 


pinefs er his power any longer than the people are convinced of his 


tenderne{s and regard, of his attention to’ their complaints, and, his 


zeal for their intereft. If therefore it fhould ever be generally be- 


keveds that our King confiders this nation only as: appendent to his 


electoral dominions, that he promotes the intereft of his former fub- 


jects at the expence of thofe by whom he has been exalted to. this 


bY) 
= 
bend 
es 
~ 
cS 
= 
&. 
x 
ct 
rn 
Q 
© 
= 
a 
—~ 
oO 
om 
v 
ie} 
(= 
ts 
et 
Looe 9 
om 
my 
cc 
eS 
@Q 
wn 
v 
p 
~ 
joey 
) 
=) 
Lan} 
age 
= 
m 
i? p) 
w 


ave facrificed to the fafety, or to the enlargement of diftant territories, 


what can be expected? What but murmurs, difaffeGion, and diftruft, 


ural confequences, infurreCtion and rebellion ; rebellion 
of which no man. ean forefee the event,’and by which sat man may 


SEE GSS Sissi is ei: 


— 


perhaps be placed upon the throne, whom we have fo wifely excluded 
} i t 3 Pi 


emnly abjured, 
OF thi unreafonable regard to the intereft of Hanover, the con- 
tract whieh we are now confidering exhibits, if not a proof, too ap- 


parent to be denied, yet fuch an appearance as we ought for our own 


I axes and that of his Majetty to obviate; and: therefore I think the 


DOS BP Ne LA Ba Me eae ! ee eee . 
HUleis WoO IS Now propoied in ti 


ie higheft degree reafonable; and 


am .coin dj that. by CR with our requeft, his Miajefty will 
regain the atre¢tions of many’ of his. {ubjeCts; whom a long:train of 


pernicious meafures de filled. with difcontent ; and\.preferve -the 


Joyalty of many others, who, by artful reprefentations of the motives 
a / 3 J 
and confequences of this contract, may be alienated and perverted: 
rel Sina iebd rorephed to the fallrwela Liords,. 9 


As Lhave no reafon to doubt. of the. noble Duke’s affection tothe 


prefent royal family, lam convinced, that the ardourof his exprefions J 


is the effect of his’ zeal, and that the force of his reprefentations pro-. 4 
ceeds only from the {trength of. his honvicticng and therefore 1 am 

By ct jar from intending to cenfure any accidental: negligence of languages 

HES 4 ~ 


Of 
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orany feeming afperity of fentiment..) I know, that the opennefs and 


dignity of mitid: which has incited him to’ declare his opinion with fo 


etract it, whem he fhall be 


bra 


much freedom, ‘will induce him likewife to 


convinced, that he has been deceived by falfe reprefentations,<or that 


he has formed his conclufions too health without an attentive exa- 
mination of the queftion in its whole extent. 

I: fiiall; therefore, endeavour to explain the motives upon which all 
thefe‘meafures\ have beem formed which» we have heard fo warml ly 


} 


cetifured ; “and thew, that they>were the confequences not of hafte 
and ‘negligence, out of vigilance and circumifp ection; that they were 
formed upon’ a-deliberate furvey of the complicated interefts: of the 
European powers, and diGtated notby a partiality to Hanover, but a 
faithful attention to the intereft of “britain. 

[t°has been already obferved by a noble Lord, that there was no 
choice “allowed us; that the ftate of Europe required, that we fhould 
not fit unactive ; sit that yet there was no other method of acting, 
by which we could benent our allies, or injure our enemies; and that 
therefore, though our ‘interpofition had not produced all the effects 
which our zeal might incline us to with, yet our conduct ought not 
to be condemned; becaufe, though we did not prefs forward through 
the neareft path to the great object of our purfuit, we exerted our 
utmoft fpeed in the only way that was left open. This; my Lords, 
is, in my opinion, a very juft oa eal nor do I fee, that this vindi- 
cation can be confuted or invalidated otherwife than by fhewing, that 
fome different meafures, meafures equally reafonable, were equally im 
our power. 

But becaufe the plea of neceffity may perhaps be evaded; and be- 
caufe it is at leaft pleafing to difcover, that what was neceflary was 
likewifé convenient, 1 fhall endeavour to fhow, that our meafures 
have produced already fuch effects as have fuficientiy rewarded our 
expences ; and that we may yet reafonably hepe, that greater advan= 
taves-will arife from them. 

There are; indeed, fome whom it will not be eafy to fatisfy, fom 
who declare not again? the manner in which the war is profecuted, 
but againft the war itfelf; who think the power of France too formi- 
dable to be oppofed, and the Britifh people too much exhaufted or 
enervated to hold any longer the balance of the continent. 

I have indeed, my Lords; always declared myfelf of a different 


opinion, and have frequently endeavoured to roufe others from a kind 


of 
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of indolent defpair and tameacquiefcence in the attempts of the French, 
by reprefentations of the wealth and force, the influence and alliances 
ion. T have often afferted, that I did not doubebut 
her conquefts elpatie be {topped by he dritiviese oppofition, and that the 
current of her power which h: dt by artificial machines of policy béen 


of Our Own n2 


~ 


ratfed pire tel its fource, would fab ide and itagnate, when: its 
courfe was no longer affifted by cowardice, and ‘its waydevelled by 


Vhefe, my Lords, were my fentiments, and this was my language 


at a time, when all the powers of Europe confpired to flatter the 
Fis eins 


ce by fauing at her feet, when her nod was folicitoufly 
wiatube d by all the princes of. the empire, when’ there was no fafety 


b heb > 
Dut DY ner protectic on, n 


r any enterprife but by her permifion; when 
her wealth Skinny ih councils of nations, when war was dew 


1 ra a 


clared at her command in the remotefl corners éf Europe, and every 
conteit was fubmiutted to her arbitration. 
Even at this time, my Lords, was I fufficiently confident of the 


power of my own country, to fet at defiance in my own mind this 


ereantick ftate. I. confidered all additions to its greatnefs: rather as 
we 


the tumour of difeafe than the fhootings of vigour, and thought that 


its merves grew weaker as its corpulence increafed. | Of my own 


mation I faw, that neither: it sanumb ers nor its courage: were dimi- 


% 
nifhed, Ihad no reafon to believe our foldiers or our failors lefs brave 
than: their, fathers; -and sadieing imagined, that whenever~ they 
fhould be led out moti the fame enemies they would fight with: the 
fame fuperiority and the fame fuceefs. 


But for thefe hopes, my Lords, I was fometimes pitied by 'thofe 
who thought themfelves) better acquainted with the ftate of Europe 
than mytelf, and fometimes ridiculed by thofe who had been long°ac- 
cultomed to deprefs their-own country, andito reprefent Britain ‘as 
the thadow of what it once was; to deride our armies’and our 


fieets,, and defcribe us impoverifhed and corrupted, funk: -into 


‘That. my opinion is new likely to be juftified, and that thofe» whe 
have hitherto, fo confidently oppofed me will feon be-obliged to ace 
knowledge their miltake, is of very {mall importance, nor is my. felf- 
love fo predominant as. to ingline me to reckon the confirmation of 
my predictions, or the vindication of my fagacity among the benefits 


which we are now about to receive. » We are-now foon:to bescon- 


Beary 
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yinced thak France is notirrefiftable, nor irrefiftible to Britain. 
are now to fee the embroilers. o (e i 
{chemes, and the depopulators of kingdoms deftro: 
which ‘they have fo. wantonly laid waite. We thall fee juftice tri- 


— 


umpant over sasha and infolence trampled by thofe whom fhe 


xX 


has defpifed. We fhall fee the powers of Europe once more equally 
balanced, and re balance placed again in the’ hands of Britain. 
If it be required upon what events thefe expeCtations are founded; 
folutions to hope fron 


cr 


and tf. it be alledged, that we have no fuch -refc 
d:/Ithas been affirmed by 


the meafures that have been hitherto purfue 
lers are ana and that our 


a noble Lord, that our armies in F land 


motions have given neither courage nor ftrength to any other powers ; 


thatthe Queen of Hungary is yet equally diftrefled, and that the 
a | 


Brench {till purfue their fchemes without any interruption from us or 
our allies, I fhall hope by an impartial account of the prefent fate of 
the Entities to fhow, that his affertions are groundlefs, and his 
Opinion erroneous. 

The inactivity of our army in Flanders has, indeed, furnifhed a 


popular’ topic of declamation and ridicule. It is well known how 


2 ~ of ankinn are 3°n ; ed +th mitt 4: | en 
little the bulk of mankind are acquainted, either with arts of poli 
e 


or of war; how imperfe 


? 
of minifters or generals, ‘and with what partial 


mine in favour of their own nation. Ignorance, my Lords, con- 


joined with partiality, muft always produce expeClations which no ad- 


3 
“a {fs nor courage can pra sip and it is {carcely, therefore, to be hoped, 
that the people will be fatished with any account of the conduct of our 
Generals which does not inform them of fieges and battles, flaugnter 
and devaftation. They expect that a Britifh army fhould over-run 


the continent ina fummer, that towns fhould furrender at their fum- 
mons, andlegions retire at their fhout, that they fhouid drive nations 
before them, and conquer empires by marching over them. 


i + 2 . eh NP Th AN. a bret ‘ 
Such, my Lords, are the effefis which the people of Britain ex- 
pect ; and as they have hitherto been difappointed, their difappeint- 


ment tnclines them to cot 


gains no sits si afk to: what purpofe the fword is drawn, if 

blood: of their enemies is not to be fhed ? But thefe are not the fenti- 
am . 

ments of your Lox -dthi rs’ ins 


forms you, that victories ‘are en gained where no ftandards are 
taken, ith 


La) 
> 
a 


nor new{paper 


1Cx c Hho thats 
igi wahhs i ss G4 Lele tr7) ° 
a = ha 5 


Sia 


eer 


Labo 


ets 


eheee 


&: 
es 


Laie ' 


1S US. 


“ @* 


wacal taxs.. omsi Ln 


EEL 


1 


SUS 1519 1519151.915 1515191915199 i5i5is 


na 


oe | 


6 
+ 


Se 
SS 
~— “* 


he as 


(La! TiS 


O2 DY ENBSAAT EON frEB. ¥, 


ing the {word opportunely, the necefiity of ftriking:is oftenJreventeds 
You know, that the army which Seite over a country and‘draws 
the forces which defend it to,one part, may deftroy it»without invading 
it, by expofing to the:invafion of anothers. and that’ he! who» with- 
holds an army from »attion, is not 


defeats it. 


t lefs feb to his ally thanche that 
This, my Lords, isthe prefent ufe of our troopsin Flanders. ‘the 


French are kept in continual terror, and aré obliged itosdetach 'tothat 


frontier thofe troops which, had they-not been thus divetted, would 
have been employed in the empire; and furely an army is notouns 
active which withholds a double number from profecuting theirdefign. 

That our motions have not encouraged other powers to fulfiltheir 
engagements, or to unite in the defence of the general diberty:of 
Europe, cannot truly be afferted:>: The Dutch apparently. waken 
from their flumber, whether it was real or affeCted, they at leaft difz 
cover lefs fear of the French, and have already given fuch proofs of 
their inclination‘to join with us as may encourage us to expedt, that 
they will in a fhort time form with us another confederacy, and'em- 
ploy their utmoft efforts in the common caufe. 

What they have already offered will at:‘leaft enable us to fit thd 
Queen of Hungary with greater numbers, and her to employ, her 
troops where fhe is moft prefled; for they have engaged to garrifon 
the towns of Flanders, which fince they cannot be evacuated; “is in 
eifect'an offer of auxiliary troops ; fince if thofe. forces had been 
aed to the Auftrian army, an equal number of Auftrians muft have 

n.fubducted to garrifon the frontier. 

is, therefore,» without reafon, that narrow-minded cenf{urers 
charge us with, becoming the flaves of the Dutch, with fighting their 
battles and defending their barrier, while they purfue their commerce 
in tranquillity, enjoy peace at the expence of Britifh blood, and grow 
tich by the profufion of Britifh treafure. It appears, that they concur 
ervation of themfel 


in the pref es and of Europe, though with delays 


and caution; fice, tho’ they do not fend forces into the field, they 
lace of thofe which. are fent, and enable others to paeRy 
thofe whom they are not. yet perfuaded to attack themfelves. 


{titution of that Republic: is, inde 


fupply the 
‘The: con ed, fuch.as makes: its 
alliance not valuable on fudden emergencies in. proportion tovits 
wealth and power... The determinations of large-aflemblies are always 
flow; .becaufe there: are many opinions tobe examined, many pro- 


po {a ! $ 


i) 
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pofals to \be balanced, and many objections, to bevanfwered.; But 
with much more difficulty muft any important refolution. be formed, 
where it muft be the joint act of the whole Aflembly, where every 


individual has a negative voice, and unanimity alone can make a 


decifion obligatory. Wherever this is the form of government, the 
fiate lies at the mercy of every man who has a vote in its councils 5 
and the-corruption or folly or obftinacy of one may retard or defeat 
the moft important defigns, lay his country open to the inroads, of,an 


enemy, diffolve the mo folemn alliances, an d involve.a nation im 


mifery. 
. 4 Pe 
This, my Lords, I need not obferve to be thi 


nor need I tell this Affembly, that we are not always to judge of the 
general inclination of that people by the procedure of their Miseatoi 


fince particular men may be influenced by private views, or corr upted 
by fecret promifes or bribes ;-and thofe defigns may be aes by 
their artifices which the honeft and impartial univerfaily ZARDEONSS 
This is, perhaps, the true reafon of the prefent delays which have 
furnifhed occafion to fuch loud complaints, complaints of whi 
may hope quickly to have an end; fince it can hardly be doubted, 
but the general voice of the people will there, as in other places, at 
lait prevail, and the prejudices or paflions of private men give way to 
the intereft of the, public. 

That the Queen of Hungary is now equally diftreffed, and that fhe 
has received no advantage from the afitgndes wtb we have at fo 
great am expence appeared to give her, is likewife very far from being 
true. Let any man compare her prefent condition, with thatoin 
which fhe was before Britain encaged in her caufe, and it will eafily 


be perceived, how much fhe owes to the alliance of this nation. 


She was then flying before her enemies, and reduced to feek for fhelter 
in the remoteft par her aba while her capital was fortified 
in expectation. of a sata Thofe who then were diftributing her 


provinces, and who almoft hovered over her only remaining king- 
dom, are now retiring before her troops. The army by which it 
was intended, that her territories in Italy fhould be taken from her, is 
now ftarving in the countries which it prefumed to invade; and the 
troops, which were fe: its affiftance, are languifhing at the feet 


bit 
of mountains which they will never pafs. 


; p . 1 16 ie a : 

Thefe are the effects, my Lords, of thofe meafures,, which for 
ae a % m1 

want of being completely underftood, or attentively confidered, have 


been 
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been fo vehemently cenfured.. Thefe meafures, my Lords, however 
injudicious,; however unfeafonable, have embarrafled the defigns of 
France, and given relief to the Queen of Hungary; they have ani= 
mated the Dutch to ation, and kindled in all the powers of Europes 
who were intimidated by the French armies, new hopes and new te- 
folutions ; they have indeed made a general change in the ftate of 
Europe, and given a new inclination to the balance of power. Not 
many months have elapfed, fince every man appeared to confider the 
Sovereign of France as the univerfal monarch, whofe will was not to 
be oppofed, and whofe force was not to be refifted. We now fee his 
menaces defpifed and his propofitions rejeéted ; every ene now ap-. 
pears to hope rather than to fear, though lately a general panic was 


pa) 


{pread over this part of the globe, and fear had fo engrofled mankind, 


that {carcely any man prefumed to hope. 
But it is objected, my Lords; that though our meafures fhould be 


ay any Seay SARS ST I ae 4 

allowed not to have been wholly inftectual, and our money appear 
t | | em x } 5 3 mh ~~ tha - * Fl 7 

) have been iquanuered only to pay the treops of Hanover, yet 


our conduct is very far from meriting either applaufe or approbation; 
jince much greater advantages might have been purchafed at much 
Jefs expence, and by methods much lefs invidious and dangerous. 

5 | f it, in the opinion of:thefe cenfurers, 
have raifed an hundred thoufand men with the money which we muft 


ea Spee Hiv daktep & Pike ieee J Saks . 
expend in hiring only tixteen thoufand, and might. have deftroyed 
‘ « . < 


} 3 : (ao by A sy Tiga y Ot Par Eine cer eee +ta - 
thoie enemies whom we have hitherto not dared to attack. 
ae ee a ' Otis Siete ca ade, Mee st 
fhoie who make this fuppofition the foundation of their cenfures, 


7 
t 
_ * sl at gina ie 194 tho { Jer % pay n bal ? : ‘ 
appear not te rememoer, that tae Jucen of riungary’s dominions, 


like thofe of other Princes, may by war be in time exhaufted; that 


grees ; and that there is no place yet difcovered where money will 


procure foldiers without end, or where new harvefts of men rife up 


annually, ready to fight thofe quarrels in which their predeceflors 

fa Wa ¥ e gc At 4 % 3 ° 
were {wept away. If the money had, inftead of being employed iia 
hiring auxiliaries, vitted to the Queen, it is not probable 


1 fi. 14 af « a ae | ae eh al + : * 7 a 2 
that ine couig at ai > brought a new army together. But 


lat her new troops muft have been without arms and 


af ee aD Tey peep ae 
without diicipiene, 


Pion eee Get gE tig 
nave been found, perhaps, in this ge 


heral < not eafy to have fupplied them 


. ° ° “ile us ™ ° 1 
with weapons ; and it is well known how-long time is required to 
teach raw forces the art of war, and enable them to ftand before'a 


ay: ee ae 
veteran CdCI 5 ; 
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It was, therefore, neceffary to affift her rather with troops than 
money; and fince troops were neceflarily to be hired, why fhould 
we employ the forces of Hanover lefs willingly than thofe of any 
other nation? ‘Yo aflert that they have more or lefs courage than 
others is chimerical, nor can any man fuppofe them either more 
brave or timorous than thofe of the neighbouring vin: without 
difcovering the meaneft prejudices, and the narroweft conceptions ; 
without fhewing that he is wholly unacquainted with human nature, 
and that he is influenced by the tales of nurfes, and the boafts of 
children. 

There was, therefore, no objection againft the troops of Hanover, 
that was not of equal Prehvitti againtt all foreign troops; and there 
was at leaft ‘one argument in their favour, that they were fubjetts of 
the fame prince; and that Beta we could have no reafon to ! 
their defection, or to fufpect their fidelity. é 

The Electorate of tlanover, with whatever contempt or ind 
tion fome perfons aay affeSt to mention jit, is to be confidered at 


leaft as a ftate in alliance with Britain, and to receive from us that 


wn 


fupport which the terms of that alliance may demand. 

Any other regard, my eh indeed it is not neceflary to contend 
for; fince it cannot be proved, that in this bation we eee acted 
otherwife than as with allies, or hired the troops on conditions 
which thofe of any other nation would not have Oniathea: or on any 
which they will not deferve ; fince your Lordfhips have received af- 
furances, that they are ready to enter the field, and to march into 
Germany againft the commonenemy. ‘That we mignt have raifed 
new troops in our own nation, and have augmented our army witl 
equal number of men, cannot be denied ; nor dp I doubt, my Lords, 
but our countrymen would be equally formidable with any other 
forces; but it muft be remembered, that an army is not to be levied 
in an inftant, and that our natives, however warlike, are not born 
with the knowledge of the ufe of arms; and who knows, whether 
Europe might not have been enflaved before a Britifh army could 
have been raifed and difciplined for its deliverance? 

Whether this account of our meafures will fatisfy thofe who have 
hitherto condemned them, I am not able to foretel. There are, in- 
deed, fome reafons for fufpeéting, that they blame not, becaufe they 
DB cipsrove, but becawfe they think it neceflary either to the character 
of cee or of probity, to cenfure the miniftry, whatever 
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maxims are ptrfued, Of this dlfpofition it is no flight proof, that 
contrary meafures have been fometimes condemned by the fame men 
with the fame vehemence; and that even, compliance with their de- 
mands has not ftilled their.outcries. When the miniftry appeared 
unwilling to engage in the war of Germany, without the concur- 
rence of the other powers who had engaged to fupport. the Prag- 
matic Sanction, they were hourly reproached with. being the flaves 
of France, with betraying the general caufe of Europe, and with 
reprefling that generous ardour, by which our anceftors have been 
incited to ftand forth as the affertors of univerfal liberty, and to 
fight the quarrel of mankind.. They were marked out as. either 
cowards or traitors, and doomed to infamy as the accomplices of 
tyranny, engaged in aconfpiracy againit their allies, their country, 
and their pofterity. 

At length the Britons have roufed again, and again declared them- 
felves ‘the fupporters of right, whenever injured ; t they have again 
raifed their ftandards in the continent, and prepare to march again 
through thofe regions where their victories are yet celebrated, and 
their bravery yet reverenced. “The hills of Germany will again 
found with the fhouts of that people who once marched to her de- 
liverance' through all the obftructions that art or power could form 
again{t them, and which broke through the pafs of Schellembourg, 
to rout the armies that were ranged behind it. 
ht be expected, my Lords, that at leaft thofe who were 
before diffatisied, fhould declare their approbation; for furely where 
peace or neutrality is improper, there is nothing left but war. Yet 
experience fhews us, that men refolved to blame -will never want 
pretences for venting their malignity; and where nothing but maq_ 
lignity is the confequence of oppoflite meafures, we muft neceffarily 
conclude, that there is a fixed refolution to blame, and that all vin- 
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Some have, indeed, found out a middle courfe between cenfure 


and approbation, and declare, that they think thefe meafures now 


juftinable, becaufe we have proceeded too far to retreat with honour; 


and that though at firft a better {cheme might have been formed, yet 


this, which has hitherto been purfued, ought not now to be changed. 


I, my Lords, though it is not of very great importance to confute 


an opinion by which the meafures of the government will not, be 
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and to affert, in oppofition to artful calumnies and violent invectives, 
that the prefent meafures were originally right, that the ey.were fuch 
as prudence would dictate, and experience approve, and fuch as we 
ought again to take, if we have again the power of choice. 

I am, indeed, far from doubting, but thefé meafures will in a fhort 
time be juftified by fuccefs ; a criterion by which, however unjuftly, 
the grea ateft part of mankind will al ways judge of the conduct of 
their Governors; for it is apparent, uy Lords, that howfoever the 
French power, commerce, and wealth, have been exaggerated by 
thofe that either love or fear them, they will not long be able to ftand 
againit us; their funds will in a fhort time fail them, and their 
armies muft be difbanded, when they can no longer be paid, left 
inftead of protecting their country, they fhould be inclined to 
plunder it. 

The abundance of our wealth , my Lords, and the profit of our 


commerce, are fufficiently ree, from the price: of our. f{tocks, 
cr 


which were never before fupported at the fame height for fo long a 
time; and of di fall of which neither an actual war with Spain, nor 
the danger which has been Tee of another with France, with 


France in the full pofleffion of all its boafted advantages, has yet 
been able to produce any token. Another proof of the exuberance 
of our riches, and the profperity of our commerce by which the 
are acquired, is the facility with which the Government can raife in 
an initant the greateft fums, and the low intereft at which they are 
obtained. . If we compare our ftaté in this refpe& with that of 


France, the infuperable difficulties under which they muft contend 
> Pp 


| with us, will fufficiently difcover themfelves. It is well known, my 


Lords, that we have lately raifed the money which the fervice of 
each year required, at the intereft of three for a hundred; nor is it 
likely that there will be any neceffity of larger intereft, thou gh our 
| annual demands were to be equal to thofe of the laft war. But the 
French are well known to raife the fums which their exigencies re- 
/quire on very different terms, and to have paid ten for a hundred for 
lal the money which their late projects have required; projects which 
they cannot purfue Jong at fuch enormous expence, and by which 


i 


muft in a fhort time be ruined, even without op- 


ee 


|. While we can, therefore, raife three millions for lefs than the 


French can obtain one, and by confequence fupport three re 
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at the fame expences as one is fupported’ in their fervice, we have 
furely no reafon to dread the fuperiority of their numbers, or to fear 
that they will conquer by exhaufting us. 

Thus, my Lords, 1 have delivered my opinion with freedom and 
impartiality; and fhall patiently hearken to any objections that fhall 
arife againft it, fupported by the confcioufnefs, that a confutation 
will only fhew me, that Ihave been miftaken ; but will not deprive 
me of the fatisfaction of refleCting, that I have not been wanting to 
my country; and that if I have approved or defended improper mea- 
fures, I at leaft confulted no other intereft than that of Britain. 

Lord Hervey fpoke next to the following effet:—My Lords, 
It is not without that concern which every man ought tofeel at the ap- 
parent approach of public calamities,that I have heard the meafures which 
are now the fubject of our enquiry fo weakly defended, when their 
vindication is endeavoured with fo much ardour, and laboured with 
fo much addre/s. . 

‘Lhe objeGtions which prefs upon the mind, at the firft and flightet 
view of our proceedings, are fuch as require the clofeft attention, 
fuch as cannot but alarm every man who has ftudied the intereft of 
his country, and who fincerely endeavours to promote it ; and there- 
fore it might be hoped, that thofe who appear to have thought them 
infufficient, are able to produce in. oppofition to them the ‘frongett 
arguments, and the cleareft. deductions. 

When we attempt the confideration of our prefent condition, and 
enquire by what means our profperity may be fecured, the firtt re= 
fietion that occurs, is, that we are traders, that all our power is the 
confequence of our wealth, and our wealth the produét of our trade. 
Tt is well known, that trade can only be purfued under the fecurity 


a 


of 


Pet that a nation which has a larger commerce, muft make 


k 
war on difadvantageous terms againft one that has lefs; as-of two 
contiguous countries, the more fruitful has moft to fear from an 
invafion by its neighbour. 

It 3s vifible likewife to any man who confiders the fituation of 
Britain, that there is no nation by which our trade can in time of 
war be fo much obftructed as by Frarice, of which the coafts are 
oppofite to ours, and which can fend out fmall veffels, and feize 
rchants in the mouths of our harbours, or in the channel ef 
which we boaft the Sovereignty: amd all thofe who have heard of 
read of-the laft ‘war, >in which we gained fo much honour, and fo 
little 
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little advantage, know that the privateers of France injured us more 
than its navies or its armies; and that a thoufand victories on the 
continent, where we were only contending for the rights of others, 
were a very {mall recompence for the obftruction of our commerce ; 
flor can.he feel much tendernefs Fi mankind, who would: purchafe 
by the ruin and diftrefs of a thoufand families, induftrious.and inne- 
cent, the momentary feftivity of a triumph, or the idle glare of an 
jllumination, 

Yet, my Lords, this nation, however zealous for its commerce, is 
about to engage in a war, ina war with the only ftate by which 
our commerce can be impaired; it is about to fupport new armies 


‘on the continent without allies; and without treafure. 


That we.are without treafure, and that our He Fel by which only 
our funds can be fupplied, has lately been very much diminifhed, is 
too eafy to prove in oppofition to the fpecious difplay which the 
noble Lord, who {poke laft, has been pleafed to make of the exube- 
rance of our wealth. 

lf the abundance of our riches be fuch as it has been reprefented, 
why are no meafures formed for the payment of the public debts? 
of which no man will fay, that they are. not in themfelves a calaz 
mity, and the fource of many calamities yet greater; of which it 
cannot be denied, that they multiply dependance by which our cone 
fiitution may fometimes be motes sual are thofe debts not 
only unpaid, but increafed by annual a ons to fuch a height, that 
the payment of them muft foon pales pt iperate, and the public 
fink under the burthen? 

That our trade, my Lords, and by confequence our wealth, is 
of late diminifhed, may be proved beyond controverfy, even to thofe 
whofe intereft it is not to believe it, and upon whom, therefore, it 
cannot be expected, that arguments will have a great effet. The 
produce of the cuftoms was the laft year lefs by half a million thar 
the mean revenue; and as out cuftoms mutt aU bear a see i 
proportion to trade, we may form an indifputable eftimate from them 
of its increafe or its decline. 

The rife. of our ftocks, my Lords, is fuch a proof of riches, as 
dropfical tumours are of health; it fhews not the circulation, but 
the ftagnation of our money; and though it may flatter us with a 
falfe appearance.of plenty for a time, will foon prove, that it is both 
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the effect and caufe of poverty; and will end in -weaknefs and 
deftruGtiion. 


4 


1es, when its profit is certain and: fecure, 


fh 


When commerce flouri! 

men will employ their money in the exchange of commodities, by 
ay dva rc AY? my : a Ly. } ms ‘ : 

which greater advantage may be gained, than by! putting it into’ the 


hands of brokers; but when every fhip is in danger. of being inter- 
cepted “by privateers, ane the infurer divides the profit of every 


voyage with the merchant, it is natural to choofe a fafer, though a 
lefs profitable traffic; and rather to treafure money in the funds, than 
xpofe it on the ocean. 

But, my Lords, the minifters themfelves have fuficiently declared 
their opinion of the ftate of the national wealth, by the method 
which they have taken to raife thafe fupplies of which they boaft with 
how great facility they are raifed. 

When they found that newe Expenses required new taxes, it was 
ieceflary to examine what could be taxed, orupom which part of 
the nation any other burthens could be laid without immediate ruin; 
‘Chey turned over the catalogue of all our manufactures, and found, 
that fearcely any of the Aiseellisisivd or even the neceflaries of life, 


were: without an‘ impoft, They- examined all the eclaffes cof our 
i 


traders, and readily difcovered, that ‘the igreateft>mumber :of thofe 
who endeavoured to fupport) themfelves by honeft anduftry, were 
BS a My 5 ape c +b ANT PAKS I7 anh a sare Twi alyic 5 

ftrugeling with’ poverty, and fearcely able to provide: to-day what 
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the abundance of our wealth; 7 hey faw that our commodities would 
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be no jonger manufactured, if their taxes were increafed; anc 
therefore it was neceflary)to raife: money by fome other, method, 
he ) iq 


fince all thofe which haye been hitherto. practifed were precludeds 
Jords, was no eafy tafk; but however difficult, it has 
been accomplifhed ; and. to thofe weak politicians; muft, pofterity be 
( icheme,of fupplying the expences of a-war. 

in the time of the late miniftry it had been obferved, that-drunk- 


enieis was become 4 vice almoit unIveriat among the common 
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that they could deftroy their reafon by a fmall» quantity, and at a 
{mall expence, the confequence of general: drunkennefs was. general 
idlenefs ; fince »no-'man would work. any longer. than was. neceflary 
tolay him afleep for the remaining part of the day. “They remarked 
likewife, that the liquor which they generally drank was, to the lait 
degree pernicious ‘to health, and deftructive of that corporeal vigour 
by* which the bufinefs of life is to be: carried ons and a law. was 
therefore made, by which it was intended that this fpecies of. .de- 
bauchery, fo peculiarly fatal, fhould be prevented, 

Againft the end of this law no man has hitherto made. the ‘leaft 
objeGtion; noone has dared to fignalize himfelf as an open adyo- 
cate for vice, or attempted to prove that ae npnly was not inju- 
rious to fociety, and contrary to the true ends of human being. “Phe / i 1 & 
encouragement of wickednefs of this cae kind, . wickednefs | ae 
equally contemptible and hateful,-was referved forthe prefent mi- MC 
niftry, who are now about to fupply thofe funds which they have 
exhaufted by idle projects and. romantic expeditions, at the expence 
of health: and virtue; who have difcovered a method of recruiting 
armies by the deftruction of their, fellow-fubjects , and while they 
boaft themfelves the affertors of liberty, are endeavouring: to enflave 


us by the introduction of thofe vices, which in all countries, and in 


every age, have made way for defpotic power. 
| Even this expedient, my Lords, muft in a fhort time fail them, | 
the products of vice as well as of commerce mut in time be ex- nh 
haufted; and what then will remain? The honeft and induftrious 
muft feel the weight of fome new impofition, which the fagacity of 
experienced oppreffion may find means to lay upon them ; they will : i Py A 
then. firft find the benefit of this new law, fince they may, by the | 
ufe of thofe’ liquors which are indulged them, put a fpeedy. end te 
that life which they made unable to fupport, 
| The means by which the expences of our prefent defigns are to 
be fupported, fuch means, my Lords, as were never yet practifed by | 
| any ftate, however exhaufted, or however endangered, means which nh ey 
awife nation would fearcely. ufe to repel an invader from the capital, a : a 
or to raife works to keep off a general inundation, raife xt ftronger Mk) 
motions of indignation, when it is confidered for what defigns thefe 


expences are required. P | 
Weare now, my Lards, raifing armies, and hiring auxiliaries, for 
an expedition of which no esas) can be difcovered, and from 
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which neither honour nor advantage’ can be expected ; we areabout 
t6 force from the’ people the laf rémains of their property, ‘and to 
harafs with exactions ‘thofé who are already languifhing’ with opo- 
verty ; not for the prefervation of our liberty, ‘or ‘the defence of our 
country, but for'the ih sort\of the Pragmatic Sanction, ‘for’ thé exes 
cution of a very un uft {chemé formed® by tie late King, to which 
he purchafed at different times, on different’ emergencies; the ‘con= 
currence of other powers; but to which he ‘failed to put the laft feal 
of confirmation, perhaps in hopes of a malé-heir, and left the defign, 
which he had fo long and. f induftrioufly laboured, to be at laft 
completed by the kindnefs of his allies ; having by anounfuccefsful 
war againft the Turks, exhaufted his treaiure, and’ weakened his 
troops. 

Whether we thall now — in this defign’; whetherowe fhall, for 
the defence of the Pragmatic San@tiony begin another’ war on the 
continent, of which the duration cannot be determined, the expence 
eftimated, or the évent forefeen ; whether: we thall contend at once 
with all the Princes i the Houfe of Bourbons and entangle ourfelves 
ina labyrinth of different fchemes ; whether we fhall provoke France 
to interrupt our. commerce, and invade our colonies, and ftand 
without the affiftance of a fingle ally againft thofe powers’that lately 
fet almoft all Europe at defiance, is now to. be determined by. your 
Lordthips. 

ft can resins te on xpected, that the French'will treat us on! ly as 
auxiliaries, ‘and {atisfy themfelves with at ttacking’ us ‘only where they 
1 by us: shy will ‘undoubtedly, my Lords, 
confider us as ' principals; fince they can fuffer little more by de 
claring war againft us, 


ex 
fy 
find ‘themfelves ‘oppofed 
ip 


Thefe, my Lords, are the dangers to be feared from the meafures 
Which we are now perfuaded'to purfuey bat perfuaded by arguments 
which, in my opinion, ought to ‘have very little influence upon us, 
and which have not ‘yet“been: able; however artfully or zealoufly 
enforced, to prevail upon the Dutch to unite with us. 


boned 
ct 
im 


has, indeed, hiked aflerted, that the ‘Dutch appear:inelined ‘to 
afift us: but of that inclination f tronge © proofs:eught» furely. tobe 
produced, before we.take auxiliaries into pay, and) tranfport troops 


. 


into another country, which has been fo often reptefented-to -have 

been raiied:for the defence of their own, or! colleétmoney from the 
d/ 

public by the propagation of »wickednefs. 


Of 
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Of this favourable inclination in the Dutch I am the: more doubt- 
ful, becaufe it is contrary to the expectations of all. mankind, and 
tothe maxims by which they have generally regulated their conduct. 
There have been many late inftances of their patient fubmiffion te. 
the invafion of privileges. to which they have thought themfelves 
entitled, and of their preference of peace, though fometimes pur- 
chafed with the lofs-of honour; or, what may be fuppofed to touch 
a Dutchman much more nearly, of proht, to the devaftation and 
expence and hazards of war; and it can hardly be fuppofed by any 
who know their charaéter, that they will be more zealous for the 
rights of others than for their own; or that they will, for the fupport 
of the Queen of Hungary, facrifice that fecurity and tranquillity 
which they have preferred at the expence of their commerce. at one 
time, and by paffive fubmiffian to infults at another. 

That a nation like this, my Lords, will in the quarrel of another 
engage in any but moderate meafures, is not, to be expected: it is 
not improbable, that they may endeavour by embaffies and negocia- 
tions to adjutt. the prefent difputes, or offer their mediation to the 
contending powers; but I am very far from imagining, that. they 
will find in themfelves any difpofition to raife armies, or equip fleets, 
that they will endanger the barrier which has been fo dearly. pur- 
chafed, or expofe theimfelves to the hazards and terrors of a) French 
war; and am, therefore, inclined to believe, that if any tendency 
towards fuch meafures now appears, it is Only the effect of the pre- 
fent heat of fome vehement declaimers, or the fecret machination 
of fome artful proje@ors among them, who have formed chimerical 
plans of a new fyftem of Europe, and have in. their imaginations 
regulated the diftribution of dominion and power, or who. perhaps 
have diminifhed their patrimonies by negligence and extravagance, 
and hope to repair them in times of confufion, and to glean part of 
that harveft of treafure which the public muft be obliged to yield in 
time of war, Iam ftill inclined: to believe, that the true intereft.of 
the republic will be confulted, that policy will prevail over intrigues 
and that only moderate meafures will be purfued by the general 
council of the States. 3 

Moderate meafures, my Lords, if not always the moft honourable 
inthe opinion of minds vitiated by falfe notions of grandeur, sare at 
leaft always the moft fafe; and are, therefore, eligible at leaft, till 
the fcene of affairs begins to open, and the fuccefs of a more 
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vigorous conduét: may with fome degree of certainty be foreknown’; 
and it mufb at leaft be thought ‘imprudent for thofe to hazard) much 
who can gain nothing, and therefore it will not be eafy to affign any 
reafon that may juftify our condué on the Prefent occafion. 

It is not improbable, my Lords, that thofe who have now obtained 
the direction of our affairs, may be influenced by the general difap- 
probation which the Britith people fhewed of the pacific condu& of 
the late’ miniftry, and may have refolved to:endeavour’ after applaufe, 
by fhewing more fpirit and activity. But, my Lords; of two oppofite 
ichemes it is not impoffible that both may be wrong, and that the 
middle way only may be fafe; nor is) it uncommon: for thofe who 
are precipitately flying from one extreme, to rufh blindly upon 
another. 

But our miniftry, my Lords, have found outa method of coms 
plicating errors which none: of their predeceflors, however: ftig- 
matized for ignorance and abfurdity, have hitherto been able to 
attain; they have been able to reconcile the extremes\of folly, and 
to endanger the public jintereft at the fame time, by inactivity and 
romantic temerity. 

No accufation againft the late miniftry was more’ general; more 
atrocious, or more adapted to incenfe th 


ie» people, » than that of 
neglecting the war againit Spain: this was the fubje@t of: allvthe inz 


an rst 


vectives which were vented againft them»in the Senates:or difperfed 
among the people; for this they were harged with a fecret confe- 
deracy againft their country, with: difregard: ofits commerce ‘and its 
arms, and with a defign to ruin the nation for no other end than®to 
punifh the merchants, 

Lo this, accufation,, my. Lords, diligently | propagated; »wil- 
lingly «received, and,..to «confefs the truth, : confirmed by 
fome appearances, do thofe. owe their power, who now prefide. 
over the aifairs of the natien; and it might, therefore, ‘have been 
hoped, that by their promotion, one of our grievances would-have 


iS 
a 


been taken away, and that at leaft the war againit Spain would have 
been vigoroufly profecuted. 

But this miniftry, my Lords, have only furnifhed a newinftance 
of the credulity of mankind, of the delufion of outward appearances, 
and of the folly of hoping with too great ardour for‘any event,;and 
of trufting any man. with. too. great confidence; No: fooner were 
they poficiled of the power to which their ambition had fo long afpired, 


and 
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and of the falaries which had. with fo mucheagernefs, been coveted 
by their avarice, than they forgot the complaints of the merchants, 
the value of commerce, the honour. of the Britifh flag, the danger 
of our American. territories, and the great importance of the war 
with Spain, and contented themfelves with ordering ‘convoys, for our 
merchants, inftead of deftroying the enemy. by whom they are 
molefted. 

The fleets which are floating from one coaft to another .in the 
Mediterranean, and which fometimes ftrike terror into the harm- 
lefS inhabitants of an open coaft, or threaten, but only threaten, 
deftruStion to an unfortified town, I am very far from confidering as 
armaments fitted out againft the Spaniards, who neither feel nor fear 
any great injury from them: their trade may be, indeed, fomewhat 
impeded; but that inconvenience is amply compenfated by their de- 
predations upon our merchants: their navies may be confined. to 
their own po.ts, or to thofe of France; but thefe navies are not 
very neceflary to them, fince they are not fufficiently powerful to 
oppofe us on the ocean; and therefore they who are ‘thus confineds 
fuffer lefs than thofe who confine them. -We have, indeed, «the 
empty pleafure of feeing ourfelves Lords of the. fea, and of fhaking 
the coats with vollies of our cannon; but we:purchafe the triumph 
ata very high price, and fhall find ourfelves in time weakened by a 


ee Lee 
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ufelefs oftentation o 

The only parts of the Spanifh dominions in which they cam re- 
ceive any hurt from our forces, are thofe countries which they poflefs 
in America, and from which they receive the gold and filver which 
inflame their pride, and incite them to infult nations more powerful 
than themfelves.. By feizing any part of thofe wealthy regions, we 
fhall ftop the fountain of their treafure, reduce them to immediate 
penury, and compel them to folicit peace upon any conditions that 
we fhall condefcend to offer them. 

The neceflity of invading thefe. countries, my Lords, was per- 
fey underftood, and very diftin@ly explained, when the forces 
deftined for that expedition were delayed, and when the attempt at Car- 
thagena mifcarried ; nothing was more pathetical than the complaints 
of the patriots, who {pared no labour to inform either the Senate or 
the nation of the advantages which fuccefs would have procured. 
But what meafures have been taken to repair our lofles, or to regain 

our 
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ur honour; or what new fchemes have been formed for making an 
attack more forcible upon fome weaker part? 

Every one can remember, that the mifcartiage of that enterprize 
was imputed not to its difficty, nor to the courage of the Spaniards, 
nor to the ftrength of their works, but tothe unfkilfulnefs. of our 
officers, and the impropriety of the feafon ; and it was, therefore, 
without doubt thought not impofiible tovattack’ the Spanifh - colonies 
with fuccefs; but why then, my Lords, have they hitherto fuffered 
the Spaniards to difcipline their troops, and ftrengthen their works at 
leifure, that. at length they may fecurely fet us at defiance) and plun- 
der our merchants without fear of vengeance ? 

Thus, my Lords, has/oar real intere® been neglected in: purfuit 
not of any other fcheme of equal advantage, but of the empty title 
ef the arbiters of Europe ; we have fuffered our trade to be deftroyed, 
and our country impoverithed for: the fake of holding the balance. of 


power; that. variable balance, in which folly and ambition are perpe~ 


tually changing the weights, and which. neither policy nor ftrength 
could yet preferve fteady for a fingle year. 
In the profecution‘of this: idle fcheme, weare about.to violate all 


the maxims of wifdom, and perhaps of juftice;. we are: abouti.to 


deftroy the end by the means which we ma 


a 


e ule of to promote it, 
to endanger our-country more by attempting to hinder the changes 


1 


which are projected in Europe, than, their accomplifhment. will-en- 
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danger.ity and to deliver up ouriclves to: I rance:-before fhe makes 


‘any demand of fubmifiion from us. 


, 


If any excufe could be made for expeditions fo likely to.end- in 
ruin, itmuft be that juftice required them); and:that if we fuffer, we 
at leaft fuffer in: fupport sof right, and: invan hone endeayour:to 
promote the execution of the great laws of moral equity; that if we 
fail of fuccefss, we. thal always have the confolation of having) meant 
well, and of having deferved thofe victories which-we could not gain. 

But, upon an impartial furvey of the caufe in which we-are going 
to engage, and on which we are about to hazard, our own happi- 
nefs, and: that of our pofterity, | ean difcover no fuch apparent juitice 
on the fide of the Queen of Hungary, as ought toincite diftant naa 
tions: to, efponfesher quarrel, to raife armies in. her favour, to coi- 
fider her caufe: as that of human nature, and to profecute thofe that 


inyade her territories, as the enemies of genttal fociety. 


A. 742-3. | _T HE AR MY. 917 


The Pragmatic San@tion, my Lords, by which the claims all the 
hereditary dominions of her family, cannot change the nature of right 
and wrong, nor invalidate any claim before fubfifting, unlefs by the 
confent of the prince by whom it was made. The Elector of Bavaria 
may therefore urge in his own defence, that by the elder fifter he has 
a clear and indifputable right, a right from which he never receded, 
as he never concurred in the Pragmatic Sanction ; he may therefore 
charge this illuftrious princefs, for whom fo many troops are raifedy 
and for whom fo much blood ‘is about to be fhed, with ufurpation, 
with detention of the dominions of other potentates, and with an 
obftinate affertion of a falfe title. 

That the Pragmatic Santion is generally underftood to be unjuft, 
appears fufficiently from the conduét of thofe powers who, though 
engaged by folemn ftipulations to fupport it, yet look unconcerned 
on ‘the violation of it, and appear convinced, that the princes who 
are now dividing among themfelves the Auftrian dominions, pro 
duce claims which cannot be oppofed without a manifelt difregard of 
‘yuftice. 

The pretenfions of thefe princes ought indeed to have been more 
attentively confidered, when this guaranty was firft demanded ; for 
it ig evident, that either no fuch compact ought to have been made, 
or that it ought now to be obferved; and that thefe who now juttify 
the neglect of it, by urging its injuftice, ought to have refufed ac 
ceflion to it for the fame reafon. But it is probable, that they will 
urge in their defence, what cannot eafily be confuted, taat their con- 
fenit was obtained by mifreprefentations ; and that he whe has pro- 
mifed to do any thing on the fuppofition that it is right, is not bound 
by that promife, when he has difcovered it to be wrong, 

But though juftice may, my Lords, be pretended, I am far from 
doubting; that policy has in reality {upplied the motives upon which 
thefe powers proceed. Since the world is evidently governed. more 
by intereft than virtue, I think it not unreafonable to imagine, that 
they form their meafures according to their. own expectations of ad- 
vantage ; and as:[ do not believe our countrymen diflinguifhed from 
the reft of mankind by any peculiar difregard of themfelves, it may 

not be improper to examine, even in this place, whether by reftoring 
the Hou of Aluitria to its ancient greatnefs, we fhall promote our 
éwn happinefs, or that of the empire, or of the reft of Europe. 
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To ourlelves, my Lords, Ido not fee what afiftance cin bé given 


in time of dihibes by this Houfe, however powerful, or however 
friendly ; for I fuppofe we thall never fuffer it to crow powerful * 
fea as well as by land, and by fea only can we receive benefits o 
injuries. 


What advantages the reft of Europe may promife themfelves from 


a 


the reftoration of the Auftrian power, may be learned, my Lords, 
from the hiftory of the great Emperor Charles the Fifth, who ‘for 
many years kept the world in continual alarms, ranged from nation 
to nation with inceflant and infatiable e ambition, made war only for 
the extinction of the Proteftant religion, and employed his power and 
his abilities in haraffing the neighbouring princes, and difturl bing the 
tranquillity of mankind. 

Nor did his fucceflors, myLords, though weakened by the divifion 
of his dominions, enjoy their power with greater moderation, or 
exert it to better purpofes. It is well known, that they endeavoured 
the fubverfion of both the liberties and religion of the fubordinate 
{tates of the empire, and that the great King of Sweden was called 
into Germany, as well for the prefervation i the Proteftant religion, 
as of the rights of the eleétors, 


This, my Lords, is fo generally known and confefled, that Puffen 


LN id= 


dorf, the beft writer on the’ (Serman conftitution, has declared ic 


Cle 


difadvantageous to the enipire to place at its head a prince too power- 
ful by his hereditary dominions, fince they will always fibriiit him 
with force to opprefs the weaker princes ; and it is not often found, 

that he who has the power to opprefs, is reftrained by principles of 
yuttice, 


It appears therefore to me, my Lords, that the late ele@ion of an 
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Emperor was made ‘with fadic lent regard to the general good; and 


that therefore neither nolic cy nor equity oblis ge us to ac ‘tin a nner 


different: from the other powers who are pire’ in the fame engage- 
ments, of whom I do not learn by any of the common channels of 
intelligence, that any of them intend. the fupport of the Pragmatic 
Sanction: for no newlpaper or pamphlet has yet inform 2=d-us, that 
any of the other powers are hiring auxiliaries, or regula 
of their troops, or making any uncommon sie dt vhich may 
foretoken an expedition againft the Emperor or his allies, 

Yet, my\Lords, they are not reftrained from 2 attacking the Em pera@r. 


by 10 itrong obsections as may be made to the prefent defi 
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they owe him no obedience as their Sovereign, nor have contributed 
to the acquifition of his honours; they have not, like his Majefty, 
- given their votes for his exaltation to the imperial feat, nor have 
acknowledged his right by granting him anaid. . They might, there- 
fore, without charge of difloyalty or inconfiftency, endeavour to de- 
throne him ; but how his Majefty can engage in any fuch defign, 
after having zealoufly promoted nis advancement, and confirmed his 
election by the ufual acknowledgment, I am not able to underftand, 

It is evident, that the King of Pruffia believes himfelf reftrained 
and thinks it abfurd to fight againft an Emperor 
he therefore has, with his 


by. his own acts, 
who obtained the throne by his choice; 
ufual wifdom, refufed to engage in the confederacy, nor have either 
promifes or conceffions been able to obtain more from him than a 
bare neutrality. 

Whether indeed any more than a neutrality be intended even by 
this pompous armament, for which we are now required to provide, 
I may be allowed to doubt; fince the troops that are hired at fo high 
arate are fuch as cannot act againft the enemies of the Queen. of 
Hungary, without breach of the imperial conftitutions. 

It has been alrea dy juftly obferved in this debate, that. when the 
Emperor has obtained from the Diet an aid of fifty months, that act 
is confidered as an authentic. recognition of his title; nor can any 
of the German princes afterwards make war againft. him, without 
fubjefting his dominions to the imperial interdict, and loling the pri- 
vileges of his fovereignty. 


‘That the prefent Emperor has alread 
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ment, and been confefied by his Majeity, as Elector of Hanover, te 


be legally invefted with the imperial dignity, is well. known; and 
by any method of reafoning difcover, nor have 
} 
{ 


yet found any man able to inform me, why. the troops of Hanover 


therefore [ cannot 


are chofen before thofe of any other nation, for a defi gn which they 


annot execute without ruining their Sovereign if they. fail; and 


infringing the conflituticn of the empire, if they fhould happen to 


} 
I fhould therefore have imagined, that the aflifiance of the Queen 
of Hungary was only pretended, and that the forces, were only de- 
fizned to breathe the air of the continent, and to. difplay their fearlet 
at the expence of Britain, had not the noble Lord who {poke third 
( that they will in reality march into Ger- 
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many; a defian, my Lords, fo romantic; unfeafonable, and danger~ 
ous, that though I cannot doubt it after fuch affurances, I fhould sot 
have believed it on any other; a defign which I. hope every man 
who regards the welfare of this kingdom will indefatigably oppofe, 
and which every Briton muft with that fome'lucky accident may 
fruftrate. 

‘To fend an army into Germany, my Lords, is to hazard our native 
country without neceflity, without temptation, without profpe&t or 
poffibility of advantage; it is to engage in a quarrel which has no 
relation to our dominions, or rights, or commerce; a quarrel from. 
which, however it be decided, we can neither hope for any increafe 
of our wealth, our force, or our influence; but which may involve 
us in a war without end, in which it will be dificult to obtain the 
victory, andin which we muft yet either conquer or-be undone. 

Surely, my Lords, an expedition like this was never undertaken 
before, without confulting the Senate, and declaring the motives on 
which it was defigned: furely never was any fupply of this nature 
demanded, without fome’ previous difcoveries to this Houfe of the’ 
importance’ of the fervice for which they were required to provide. 
On this-occafion, my Lords, all the councils of the government are 
covered by a cloud of affected fecrecy, nor is any knowledge of our 
affairs.to be gained, but from papers which are not to be regarded 
here, the printed votes of the other Hoitfe. 

1 am always, my Lords, inclined to fufpe@ unufual fecrecy, and 
to imagine, that men either conceal their meafures, becaufe they cart- 
not defend them ; or affect an appearance of concealing them, when 
in reality they have yet projeéted nothing, and draw the veil with un= 
common care, only left it fhould be difcovered that there is nothing 
behind it; as when palaces are fhewn, thofe apartments which are 


empty, are carefully locked up. 


‘T’o confefs my opinion without referve, I am not fo much inclined 
to believe, that our minifters defigns are bad, as that they defign 
nothing ; and fufpeét that this mighty army, fo lavifhly paid, and 
collected from {uch diftant parts, is to regulate its motions by ac} 
cident, and to wait without ation, till fome change in the ftate 
of Europe fhall make it more eafy for our minifters to! form: their 
{cheme. 

I hope, my Lords, that by fome accident more favourable than we 
have at prefent reafon to expect, our German expedition will. be re- 


tarded, 
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tarded, till our minifters ‘fhall awaken -from their frefent dream of 
delivering’ Europe from the French ambition, and of reftoring the 
ancient greatnefs of the Honfe of Auftria. I hope every day, as it 
adds to their experience, will dintinifh that ardour which is generally 
the effect of imperfect views, which is commonly, raifed by partial 
confiderations, and ends in imconfiderate undertakings. I hope they 
will in time think it no advantage to thew fellow-fubjeCts to be 
doomed to fight the battles of other nations, and to be called out 
into every field, where they fhall happen to hear that blood is to be 
fhed. I hope they will be taught, that the only bufinefs of Britain is 
commerce; and that while our thips: pafs unmoletted, we may fit at 
eafe, whatever be the defigns or actions of the potentates on the con- 
tinent; that none but naval power can endanger our fafety, and that 
it is not neceflary for us to enquire, how foreign territories are 
diftributed, what family approaches to its extinction, or where a fuc- 
ceflor will be found to any other crown than that of Britain. 

If thefe maxims were once generally underftood, from how much 
perplexity would our counfels be fet free? how many thoufands of 
our fellow-fubjeéts would be preferved from flaughter?. and how 
much would our wealth be increafed, by faving thofe fums whieh are 
yearly fquandered in idle expeditions, or im negotiations equally ufelefs, 
and perhaps equally expeniive ? Had thefe principles been received, by 
our forefathers, we might now have given laws to the world, and 
perhaps our pofterity will with equal reafon fay, How happy, how 
great, and formidable they fhould: have been, had not we attempted 


Ug 


to fix and to hold the balance of power, and neglected the intereft of 
our country for the prefervation of the Houfe of Auftria ! 

Thus, my Lords, I have endedvoured to explain and enforce my 
Opinion of the’ meafures in which our minifters have engaged the 
nation ; and hope, that I {hall not be accufed of being influenced in 
my determinations by perfonal prejudices, nor of having changed my 
Opinions with regard to: public affairs, in confequence of any change 
of the perfons by whom they are conducted. For if my fentiments 
have ever béen thought important enough to be retained in memory; 


Tean, with the utmoft confidence, appeal to all thofe who can recol- 


le&t what P have formerly faid, whem the re-eftablifhment. of the 
Houfe of Auftria was the fubject of our confultations ; and defy the 
moft rivorous and attentive examiner of my conduct, to prove, that 
there ever was a time, in which L thought it neceflary or expedient 
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for the Britifhwnation to be entangled» in difputes on the continent; 
or to employ her arms'in regulating the pretenfions of contending 
powers. 

I was always’of opinion, my Lords, that peace is the moft eligible 
ftate, and that the eafe of fecurity is to be preferred to the honour of 
vi@ory. I always'thought peace particularly neceflary to a trading 
people; and as I have yet found no reafon to alter my fentiments, 
and as auxiliaries cannot be of any ufe but in time of war, I fhall en- 
deavour to promote’ peace by joining in the motion, : 

Lord CHoLMoNDELEY fpoke to this effe&:—My. Lords, Not- 
withftanding the atrocious charges which have been urged. with fo 
much vehemence againft the miniftry; notwithftanding the folly 


and abfurdity which fome Lords have imagined themfelves: to: have 


difcovered in the prefent meafures, I cannot yet prevail upon myfelf, 
whatever may be my veneration for their integrity, or my confidence 
in their abilities) to approve the motion for which they. fo earneftly 
contend. 

To cotnply with this motion, my Lords, would be, in my opinion; 
to betray the general caufe of seidiiiier to interrupt the fuccefs of 
the aflerters of liberty, to give up all the continent at once to the 
Houfe of Bourbon, to defeat all the meafures of our anceftors and 
ourfelves, and to invite the oppreflors of mankind to extend. their 
claims of univerfal dominion to the ifland of Britain. 

Of the meafures which we are now to confider, I think the defence 
at once obvious and unanfwerable; and fhould advife, that inftead of 
exerting an ufelefs fagacity in uncertain conjectures on future events; 
or difplaying unfeafonable knowledge by the citation of authorities, 
or the recollection of ancient faéts, every Lord: fhould attentively 
compare the ftate into which Europe was reduced foon after the death 
of the late Emperor, with that in which it now appears; and enquire 
to what caufes fuch fudden and important changes are tobe afcribed. 


He will then eafily difcover the efficacy of the Britifh»meafures 5 and. 


be convinced, that nothing has been omitted which the intereft of this 
nation required. 

Vien [ hear it afked by the noble incdis What effects have been 
otis by our armaments and expences ? For what end auxiliaries 
are hired, and ‘why our armies are tranfported into Flanders? I cans 
hot but fufpe&t, my Lords, that this affeCtation of ignorance is only 
intended tovirritate their opponents; that they fupprefs, fads. with 

which 
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which they are well acquainted, only that they may have an oppor- 
tunity of giving vent to their paffions, of difplaying their imagination 
in artful reproaches, and exercifing their eloquence in {plendid decla- 
mations. I believe they hide what they know where to. find,. only 
to oblige others to the labour of producing it; and afk queftions, 
not becaufe they want or defire information, but becaufe they hope 
to weary thofe whofe {tations condemn them to the tafk of anfwering 
them. 

The effects, my Lords, which the affiftance given. by us to the 
Queen of Hungary have already produced, are the recovery of one 
kingdom, and the fafety of the reft; the exclufion: of the Spaniards 
from Italy on the one part, and on the other the confinement of them 
in it, without either the fupplies for war, or the neceflaries. of life. 

Thefe, my Lords, are furely great advantages; but thefe are not 
the greateft which we have reafon to hope. Our vigour and refolu- 
tion have at laft animated the Dutch to fufpend for a time their atten- 
tion to trade and money, and to confider what they feldom much 


regard, the ftate of other nations ; the moft rich and powerful of their 
provinces have already determined to concur in the re-eftablifhment 
of the Houfe of Auftria; and if the approbation of the reft be necef- 


fary, it is likely to be obtained by the fame method of proceeding. 

Thus, my Lords, we have a profpe&t of doing that. which the 
minifters of Queen Anne, whofe fidelity, wifdom, and addrefs, have. 
been fo often and fo invidioufly commended, thought their greateft 
honour, and the ftrongeft proof of their abilities,. We may, foon 
form another confederacy againft the Houfe of Bourbon, at a time 
when Louis XIV. is not at its head, at a time when it is exhaufted 
by expenfive projeéts ; and when, therefore, it cannot make the fame 
refiftance as when it was before attacked. 

By purfuing the fcheme which is now formed, with fteadinefs 
and ardour, we may perhaps re-inftate all thofe nations in their liber- 
ties, whom cowardice, or negligence, or credulity have, during the 
laft century, delivered up to the ambition of France: we may con- 
fine that {welling monarchy, which has from year to year torn down 
the boundaries of its neighbours, within its ancient limits, and dif- 
able it' for ages from giving any new alarms to mankind, and from 
making any other efforts for the acquifition of univerfal dominion ; 
we may re-eftablifh the Houfe of Auftria as the great barrier of the 
‘world, by which it is preferved on one part from being laid wafte by 
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‘the barbarity of the Turks, and on the other from being efflaved by 
politer tyrants, and over-run by the ambition of France. 
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Elevated with fuch fuccefs, and encouraged by fuch profpeéts; we 
ought furely, my Lords, to prefs forward in a path, where we'have 
hitherto found no-difficulties, and which leads dire€tly to folid peace 
and happinefs, which no dangers or terrors’can hereafter interrupt : 


we ought, inftead of relaxing, to redouble our- efforts ;\ and to re- 
member, that by exerting all our ftrength and all our influence for a 
fhort time, we fhall not only fecure ourfelves and our poflerity from 
infolence and oppreffion, but fhall eftablifh the tranquillity of the 
world, and promote the general felicity of the human fpecies. 


ok te ears 


For thefe great purpofes, my Lords, are thofe auxiliaries retained, 
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of which fome Lords now require the difmiffion, and thofe armies 
tranfported, which part of the nation is by falfe reports inclined to 


recal ; but I hope that fuch unreafonable demands will not’be grati< 
fied, and that the faith of treaties, the ties of friendfhip; the call of 
juftice, and the expeCtations of our allies, will eafily prevail upon 
your Lordfhips to defpife the murmurs of prejudice, and the outeries 
of faction. 

Lord BATH replied to the Sdhlecinis effect: —My Lords, As I am 
far from thinking, that my advice or opinion can be of any ufe in 
this illuftrious Afflembly, I fhould have liftened: in filence to this de- 
bate, important as it is, had I not thought it my duty todefend here 
what I approved in the council 5 and confidered it as an a@ of cowar- 
dice and meannefs to fall paffively down the ftream of popularity, and 
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to fuffer my reafon and my integrity to be overborne by the noife of 
vulgar clamours, which have been raifed againft the meafures of the 
government by the low arts of exaggeration, fallacious reafonings, 
and partial reprefentations. » It is not without concern, my Lords, 
that-even in this Houfe I obferve fome inclination to gratify the preju- 
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dices of the people, and to confirm them in their contempt of the 
foreign troops, by the poor artifice of contemptuous language. To 


eed 


difpute about words, is indeed feldom ufeful ; and when queftions. 


fo weighty as thefe are before us, may be juftly cenfured as improper. 
I fhall therefore only obferve, that the term mercenariesy which isin 

the motion applied to the forces of Hanover; feems defigned rather 
to affect the paflions than influence the reafon, and intended only to 
xprefs a partiality: which cannot be juftified, 
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But it is far more neceflary, my Lords, to confider upon what 
motives the troops of Hanover were hired, than by what denomina- 
tion..they may. moft properly be called; and therefore I fhall endea- 
vour to explain the reafons which induced the miniftry to retain them, 
and which, I fuppofe, have prevailed upon the Commons to provide 
for their fupport. 

It has been afked, Why the troops of Hanover were preferred to 
thofe of any other nation? And it has been infinuated, that our de- 
termination was influenced by motives very different from that regard 
which every Briton owes to the intereft of his native country. But 
to this imputation, however {pecious and however popular, it may be 
with great fecurity replied, that there was no preference, becaufe there 
was no choice; that'there was a neceflity for hiring troops, and that 
no other troops were to be obtained; and whoever fhall endeavour to 
invalidate this defence, muft engage in an undertaking of which I can 
boldly affirm, that he will find it very dificult. He muft fhew what 
power would have been able or willing to have furnifhed us with 
troops on this occafion; and I am confident, that whoever fhall with 
this defign take a deliberate furvey of the feveral kingdoms and ftates 
of Europe, will find, that there is no other prince to whom we could 


have applied on this occafion, without greater inconveniencies than 
can reafonably be feared from the prefent {tipulation with Hanover. 

The reafons indeed, for which this ftipulation was made, appeared 
fo ftrong, when it was confidered in the council, that it was unani- 
moufly determined neceflary ; nor was the conclufion haftily made 
in an aflembly of particular perfons, who might be fufpected, of 
favouring it from private views, and of being convened on.purpofe 
‘to put it in execution: it was debated:-by a great number with great 
folemnity; nor can any man fay, that he only yielded to what he found 
it in vain to oppofe; for the confent given was not a tacit acquief- 
ence, but a verbal approbation. So far was this part of our. mea- 
{ures from being the advice of any fingle man, or tranfacted with that 
folicitous feerecy which is the ufual refuge of bad defigns. 

Tt has been aflerted likewife, my Lords, and with much. greater 
appearance of juftice, that this whole defign has been formed and 
condusted without the concurrence or approbation of the Senate ; 
and that therefore it can be confidered only as a private fcheme to be 
executed at the public expence, as a plan formed by the miniftry to 
aggrandize or ingratiate themfelves at the hazard of the nation, 
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But even this, my Lords, is a mifreprefentation, ‘though a® mif- 
reprefentation more artful, and more difficult to’ defeat ; becaufe, in 
order to the juftification of our meafures, it is necéflary to take a 
review of paft tranfactions, and to confider what was neceflarily 
implied by former determinations of the Senate. 

The period, my Lords, to which this confideration will neceffarily 
carry us back, is the time at which, after the late tedious war, a peace 
was, on whatever terms, concluded with France. ' It is well known, 
that the confederates demanded, among other advantages, a ceffion 
of that part of Flanders, which had been for many years in: the pof- 
feffion of Spain, and which opened a way by which the ambition of 
the Houfe of Bourbon might make inroads at pleafure into the do- 
minions of either the Auftrians or Dutch. ‘This they were’ imme- 
diately interefted in preventing’; and as we knew the neceffity of 
preferving the equipoife of power, we likewife were remotely engaged 
to promote any meafures by which it might be fecured. ~ In this de- 
mand, therefore, all the confederate powers naturally united, and by 
their united influence enforced compliance. But though it was eafy 
with no great profundity of political knowledge to difcover from 
whom thefe provinces fhould be taken away, to whom they fhould 
be given, was a queftion of more difficulty ; fince they might’add to 
the power that had opportunities of improving them, fuch an increafe 
of commerce and wealth as might defeat the end for which they were 
demanded, and deftroy the balance of power, by transferring too 
much weight into another feale. And mankind has learned, my 
Lords, by experience, ‘that exorbitant power will always produce 
exorbitant pride; that very few, when they can opprefs with fecurity, 
will be contained within the bounds of equity by the reftraints of 
morality or of religion ; and that therefore the only method of efta- 
blifhing a lafting peace is to divide power fo equally, that no ‘party 
may have any certain profpect of advantage by making war upon 
another. 

For this reafon, my Lords, it was apparently contrary to our in- 
tereft to grant thofe provinces to thofe to whom by their fituation 
they might have been moft ufeful. Such countries, and fuch manu- 
factures in the hands of a people verfed perhaps beyond all others, 
both in the fcience and the ftratagems of trade, ‘and always watchful 
to improve every opportunity of increafing their riches, would have 


enabled them in -a fhort time to purchafe an intereft in the councils 
of 
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of. all the monarchs. of the world, to have maintained fleets that 
might have covered the ocean, and'to have obtained that univerfal 
dominion.to which the French have fo long afpired, and which, it is 
perhaps more for the intereft_ of mankind, that if flavery cannot be 
prevented, they fhould obtain, .as they would perhaps ufe their power 


with more generolity. 

The fame reafon, my Lords, naturally made the Dutch unwilling 
to put thefe provinces in the hands of Britain; for we likewife make 
a/profeffion of trade, though we do. not purfue it. with the fame 
ardour, or to confefs the truth, with the fame fuccefs : It was not 
however to, be imagined, that there would not be found among us 
fome men of fagacity to difcern, and of induftry to improve the op- 
portunities which the new dominions would have put into our hands 
of vending our manufactures in parts, where at prefent they are very 
little known... Nor was this the only danger to be feared: from fuch 
an increafe of dominion: The Dutch have not yet forgotten, that 
though we at firft refcued them from flavery, patronized the infancy 
of their ftate, and continued our guardianfhip, till it was grown up 
to maturity, and enabled to fupport itfelf by its own ftrength, yet we 
afterwards made very vigorous attempts to reduce it to its original 
weaknefs, and to fink it into pupillage again ; that we attempted to 
invade the moft effential part of its rights, and to prefcribe the num- 
ber of hips that it fhould maintain. They know likewife, my Lords, 
that by the natural rotation of human affairs, the fame counfels may 
in fome future reign be again purfued, or that fome unavoidable con- 
fliG of intereft may produce a conteft that can be decided only by the 
{word; and then it may eafily be perceived, how much they would 
be endangered by the neighbourhood of Britifh garrifons, and of 
countries, where we might maintain numerous armies at a very 
{mall expence. It is therefore no fubject of wonder, that a nation 
much lefs fubtile than the Dutch fhould find out how much it was 
their intereft, that we fhould be confined within the limits of our 
own ifland; and that we fhould not have it in our power to attack 
them with armies as well as fleets, and at once to obftruct their 
commerce and invade their country. 

There remained, therefore, my Lords, no power but the Em- 
peror to whom thefe provinces could be configned; and to him, 
therefore, they were given, but given only in truft for the joint ad- 
vantage of the whole confederacy ;, he indeed enjoys their revenues 
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on condition, that he fhall {apport the garrifons neceflary:tootheirdé- 
fence ;> but he cannotitransfer them ito any other power, or alienate 
them to the. detriment of ‘thofe nationswho concurred in!>vace 
quiring them. 
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It may not be improper, my Lords, to obferve, that on this con- 
tract depends the juftice of our conduét with regard tothe Company 
eftablifhed ‘at Oftend ° for Carrying, ona trade to thea Indies. 
Thefe Provinces were granted to the Confederate Powers; and con- 
figned.to the Emperor to be enjoyed by him for the. common)beneftt ¢ 
It was,, therefore, plainly intended by this contract, that»he dhould 
ufe none of the advantages which thefe new’ dominions afforded him, 
to the detriment of thofe powers by whofe gift he enjoyed them. ;:nor 
could it be fuppofed, that the Dutch and Britains debarred each other 
ftom thofe opportunities of trade onl y toenable the Emperor to rival 
them both. 

The towns, therefore, my Lords, were at this time determined 
by the Senate tobe the general property of all the Confederate 
Powers, acquired by their united arms, and to be preferved'for their 
common advantage, as the pledge of peace, and the palladium: of 
Europe. If, therefore, ic: faould at any time happen, «that they 
fhould: be endangered cither by the weaknefs or negleGt.of any one 
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of thofe powers, the reft are to exert their right, and endeavour-their 
prefervation and fecurity; nor is there any new. ftipulation or law 
neceflary for this; fince with refpe@ to the Confederates itis implied 
in. the original ftipulation, and with regard tothe Senate of| Britain, 
in the approbation which was -beftowed upon that contract; when it 
was made, 


The time, my Lords, in which this common right is to be exerted 
is now arrived; the Queen of Hungary invaded im her hereditary 
dominions, and prefled on every fide by a general combination of 
almoft all the furrounding Princes, declares herfelf no longer able to 
fupport the garrifons of the barrier, and informs us, that fhe intends 
to recal her troops -for the defence of their own country, What 
then is more apparent, my Lords, than: that.either thefe towns muft 
fall again into the hands of the French, and that we thall be obliged 
to, recover, them, if, they can ever be recovered, at the expence of 
another, ten years, war,,or,that,either. we or the Dutch mutt. fend 
troops to {upply the place of thofe which the neceflities of their Sove- 
reign oblige her. to withdraw. 
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That-the towits-of Flanders fhould be) refigned: gratuitoully to 
France, that the enemies of mankind fhould be putin pofleffion of the 
ftrongeft bulwarks in the world, furrounded by. fields, and paftures 
able to maintain their garrifons without expence, will not be pro- 
pofed by any of this Affembly. But, it may eafily. and naturally be 
objected, that the Dutch ought. to garrifon. thefe towns as more 
nearly interefted in their prefervation, and more commodioutly fitu- 
ated for their defence ; nor can it be, indeed, denied, that the Dutch’ 
may be juftly cenfured for their neglect, 2s they appear to leave the 
common caufe to our protection, and to prefer their commerce and 
their cafe to their own fafety and the happinefs of the world. 

This, my Lords, has been very warmly afferted in their own 
Affemblies, nor have there been wanting men of {pirit and integrity 
amongft them who have defpifed the gold and promifes, and detected 
the artifices of France; who have endeavoured by all the arts of argue” 
ment and perfuafion to roufe their.countrymen) to remembrance of 
their former danger, and to an enquiry into their-real intereft ;. who 
have advifed the levy. of new forces, and the eftablifhment of a new 
confederacy ; who have called upon the ftate to: face danger. while it 
is yet diftant, and to fecure their own country by pouring their 


garrifons into ‘the towns gnd citadels by which their frontiers are 
protected, 

If their arguments, however juft, have not yet attained their end, 
it is to be imputed to the conftitution embarrafled by the combination 
of different interefts, which muft be reconciled, before any refolution 
can be formed; a fingle town, my Lords, can by refufing its confent 
put a ftand to the moft neceflary defigns, and it is eafily to be ima 
gined, that by a monarch equally crafty and rich, a fingle town may 
fometimes be bribed into meafures contrary to the public intereft. 


8 


But, my Lords, the negligence of the Dutch is a motive which 
ought to incite us to vigour and difpatch ; fince it is not for the 
fake of the Dutch but ourfelves, that we defire the fuppreffion’ of 
France. Ifthe Dutch are at length convinced of the eafe of flavery, 
and think liberty no longer worth the labour of preferving it,—if they 
are tired with the tafk of labouring for the happinefs of others, and 
have forfaken the ftand on which they were placed, as the general 
watch of the world, to indulge themfelves in tranquillity and flumber, 
—let not us, my Lords, give way to the fame infatuation ; let not us 
jook with negleét on the deluge that rolls towards us till it has ad- 
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vanced too-far to be refitted. Let us remember, that we are to owe 
our prefervation only to ourfelves, and redouble our efforts-in propor 
tion as others neglect their duty. Let us fhew mankind, that:we 
are neither afraidto ftand up alone in defence of juftice and of free- 
dom, nor unable’ to maintain the caufe that we have undertaken 
to afiert. 

But if it fhould be thought by any of this noble Aflembly, that the 
concurrence of the Dutch is abfolutely neceffary toa profpeét of fuc- 
cefs, it nvay be reafonably anfwered, that by engaging in meafures 
which can leave no doubt of either our power or-our fincerity;, the 
concurrence of the Dutch is moft likely to be obtained. . By this 
method of proceeding, my Lords, was formed the lat mighty.con- 
federacy by which’ the Houfe of Bourbon was almoft fhaken. into 
ruins. ‘The Dutch then, as now, were flow in their determinations, 
and perhaps equally difident of their own ftrength and. our firmnefs; 
nor did they agree to declare war againft France, till we had tranf= 
ported ten thoufand men into Flanders, and convinced them, that 
we were not inviting them to a mock alliance ; but that we really 
intended the reduction of that empire which had fo long extended 
itfelf without interruption, and threatened in a fhort time to fwallow 
up all the Weftern nations, 

‘Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the meafures which: have been 
purfued are juft, politic and legal ; that they have been prefcribed. by 
the decrees of former Senates, and. therefore cannot be cenfured as 
arbitrary ; and that they have a tendency to. the prefervation of thofe 


fe 


territories which it was once thought fo much honour to acquire : 
ind it may be yet farther urged, that though they are to be con- 


idered only as the firft tendencies to fecure greater defigns, they have 


bee. 


already produced effects apparently to the advantage of the common 
caufe, and have obliged the French to defitt from their purfuit of the 
Queen of Hungary, and rather to require how they fhall return home 
than how they shall proceed to farther conquefts. 

In condemnation of thefe meafures, my Lords, it has indeed been 
urged, that a moderate conduct is always eligible ; and that nothing 
but ruin and confufion can be expeéted from precipitation and 
temerity, Moderation, my Lords, is a very Captivating found; but, 
I hope, it will have now no influence on. this Aflembly ; becaufe on 
this occafion it cannot properly be employed. I have always been 
taught, that moderation is only ufeful in forming determinations or 

C defigns, 


A. 7742-3] THE ARM ¥e 331 


-defigns, but that when once ‘conviction is attained, zeal is to take 
place; and when a defign is planned, it ought to be executed with. 
vigour. 

The queftion is not’ now, my Lords, Whether we fhall fupport 
the Queen of Hungary, but in what manner fhe fhall be fupported ; 
and therefore it cannot be doubted, but that fuch fupport fhould be 
eranted heras may be effectual ; and I believe it will not be thought, 
that we can affift her without exerting an uncommon degree of 


vigour, and fhewing, that we confider ourfelves as engaged in a 


caufe which cannot be abandoned without difgrace and ruin. 
If the noble Lord had, before he entered upon his encomium on 


moderation, confidered what effects could be promifed: from his’ fa- 
voutite virtue; he would have had no inclination to difplay his elo- 
quence upon it. By moderation, my Lords, uninterrupted modera- 
tion of more than twenty years, have we become the {corn of man- 
kind, and expofed ourfelves to the infults of almoft every nation in 
the world. By moderation have we betrayed our allies, and fuffered 
our friendfhip to lofe all its value; by moderation have we given 
up commerce to the rapacity of an enemy, formidable only for his 
perfeverance, and fuffered our merchants to beruined, and our failors 
to be enflaved. By moderation have we permitted the French to 
erafp again at general dominion, to over-run Germany with their 
armies, and to endanger again the liberties of mankind; and by con- 


tinuing for a very few years the fame laudable moderation, we fhall 
probably encourage them to fhut up our {hips in our harbour, and 
demand a tribute for the ufe of the Channel. 

I need not obferve to your Lordfhips, that all the great actions 
that have in all ages been atchieved, have been the effects of refolution, 
diligence, and daring activity, virtues wholly oppofite to the calmnefs 
of moderation. I need not obferve; that the advantages enjoyed at 
prefent by the French are the confequences of that vigour and ex- 
pedition, by which they are diftinguifhed, and which’ the form of 
their government enables them to exert. Had they, my Lords, in- 
ftead of pouring armies into the Auftrian dominions, and procuring 
by the terrorof their troops, the election of an Emperor, purfued 
thefe meafures of moderation which have been fo pathetically recom- 
mended, how eafily had their defigns been defeated? Had they loft 
time in perfuading the Queen of Hungary by a folemn embafly to 
refign her dominions, or attempted to influence the diet by arnicable 
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negotiations, armies had been levied; and the pafies of Germany had 
been {hut againft them ; they had been oppofed on the frontiers: “of 
their own dominions, by troops equally numerous, and warlike with 
their own, and inftead of intpofing a Sovereign on the empire, had 
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been perhaps purfued into their own country. 


But, my Lords, whether moderation was not recommended. to 


weml 


them, by fuch) powerful oratory as your Lordthips have heard,. or 
whether its advocates met with an audience not ealily to be con- 


vinced, it is plain, that they feem to have ated upon very different 


principles, and I with their policy had not. been fo ftrongly juftified 
by its fuccefs.. By fending an army into Germany, my Lords, when 


there were no forces ready to oppofe them, they reduced all the petty 
Princes to immediate fubmiffion, and obliged thefe to welcome them 
asi friends, who would gladly have united againft them as- the in- 
veterate .enemies of the whole German body; and who, had they 
been firmly joined by their neighbours, under a general -fenfe of their 
common danger, would have eafily raifed an army able to have 
repelled them. 

‘his, my Lords, was the effe& of vigour, ‘an effed very different 
from that which we had an opportunity of experiencing as the con- 


fequence of moderation ; it was to no purpofe. that we endeavoured 
to alarm mankind by remonftrances, and to. procure affidtance by 
intreatics and folicitations; the univerfal panic was not té be removed 
by advice and exhortations, and the Queen of Hungary mutt have 
funk under the weight of a general combination againit her, had-we 
not at laft rifen up in her defence, and with our words in our hands, 
fet an example to the nations of Europe, of courage and generofity. 
It then quickly appeared, my Lords, how little is to be expected 
from cold: perfuafion, and how neceflary. it is, that he whe would 
engage others ina tafk of difficulty, fhould fhow’ himfelf willing to 
partake the labeur,which he recommends. No fooner had we de- 
clared our refolution to fulfil our ftipulations, and ordered our troops 


4 


to march for the relief of the Queen of Hungary, than other Princes 
difcovered, that they had the fame diipotitions, though. they. had 
hitherto thought it prudent to conceal them; that they equally with 
ourfelves hated and feared the French; that they were defirous. ta 
reprefé their infolence and oppofe their conquefts, and only waited 
for the motions of fome power who might ftand at. the head of the 
confederacy, and lead them forwards again{t the common enemy, 
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The liberal promifes of dominion made by the French, by which 
the fovereigns of Germany had been tempted to concur ina defign 
which they thought themfelves unable to oppofe, were now no longer 
regarded ; they were confidered only as the boafts of imaginary great- 
nefs, which would at laft vanifh into air ; and every one knew, that 
the ultimate defign of Europe was to opprefs equally her enemies and 
friends, they wifely defpif fed her offers, and either defifted from the 
defigns to which they had been incited by her, or declared themfelves 
ready to unite againft her. 

This, my Lords, has been the confequence of affembling the 
army, which by the motion now under our confideration fome of 
your Lordfhips feem defirous to difband, an inclination of which i 
cannot difcover from whence it can arife.. For what, my Lords, 
muft be the confequence, if this motion fhould be complied with? 
What but the total deftru&ion of the whole fyftem of power 
which has been fo laborioufly formed and fo ftrongly compacted t 
What but the immediate ruin of the Houfe of Auftria, by which the 
French ambition has been fo long reftrained ? What but the fubver- 
fion of the liberties of Germany, and the ereétion of an univerfal em- 
pire, to which all the nations of the earth muft become vailals ? 

Should the auxiliary troops be difbanded, the Queen of Hungary 
would find what benefit fhe has received from them by the calamities 
which the lofs of them would immediately bring upon 


her. All the 
claims of all the neighbouring Princes, w who are now awed: into 
peace and filence, would be revived, and every one wou uld as 
lieve, that nothing was to be hoped or feared but from France. » TDhe 
French would again rufh forward to new invafions, and 

defolation over other countries, and the Houfe of Auftria wou 
more weakened than by the lofs of many battles in its prefent ftate. 


The fupport of the Houfe of Auftria: appears not, indeed, much 
to engage the attention of thofe by whom this motion is fupported. 
Jt has been reprefented as a Houfe equally athbitious and perfidious 
vith that of Bourbon, and equally an enemy both to liberty and to 
true religion; anda very celebrated author has-been quoted to prove, 


that itis the intereft of the Germans themfelves to fee a Prince at their 


head, whole hereditary ishipaevitn g may not incite him to exert the 
Imperial power to the d fadvantage of the inferior sain igns. 


In order to the asenaea of thefe obje eGtions, itis neceliary te 
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friendfhip, the confequences of an agreement of difpofition,: opinions, 
and affections, but like aflociations of commerce formed andicon= 
tinued by no fimilitude of any thing but intereft. » It is not-therefSre 
neceflary to enquire what the Houfe of Auftria has deferved:fromous 
or from mankind; becaufe intereft, not gratitude, engages us to 
fupport it. It is ufelefs to urge, that it is equally faithlefs: and cruel 
with the Houfe of Bourbon, becaufe the queition is not, whether 
both thall be deftroyed, but whether one thould rage without controul, 
It is fufficient for us that their interett is oppofite, and. that>religion 
and liberty may be preferved by their mutual jealoufy. And Iocon- 
fels, my Lords, that were the Auftrians about to attain unlimited 
power by the conqueft or inheritance of France and Spain, it ‘would 
be no lefs proper to form confederacies againft them. 

‘The teftimony which has been produced of the convenience of a 
weak Emperor, is to be confidered, my Lords, as the opinion of an 
author whofe birth and employment had tainted him ‘with an inves 
terate hatred of the Houfe of Auftria, and filled his imagination with 
an habitual dread of the Imperial Power. He was born, my Lords, 
in Sweden, a country which had fuffered much by a long war againft 
the Emperor; he was a minifter to the eleStors of Brandenburgh, 
who naturally looked with envy on the fuperiority of Auftria, and 
could not but wifh to fee a weaker Prince upon the Imperial Throne, 
that their own influence might be greater ; nor can we wonder, that 
aman thus born and thus fupported fhould adopt an opinion, by 
which. the pride of his mafter would be flattered, and perhaps “the 
intere{t of his own country promoted. 

It is likewife, my Lords, to be remarked, that there was then no 
fuch neceflity for a powerful Prince to ftand at the head of the Ger- 
mans, and to defend them with his own forces till they could unite 
for their own prefervation. The power of France had not°then 
arrived at its prefent height, nor had their monarchs openly threatened 
to enflave all the nations of Europe. “The Princes of the empire had 
then no ‘oppreffion to fear; but from the Emperor; and it was no 
wonder, that when he was their only enemy, they wifhed that his 
power was reduced. 
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How much the ftate of the continent is now changed, is not ne- 
ceflary to mention, nor what alteration that change has introduced 
into the politicks of all nations; thofe who formerly dreaded to be 
overwhelmed by the Imperial greatnefS can now only hope to be 
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fecured by it:from»the torrent of the power of France; and even 
thofe nations: who have formerly endeavoured the deftruction: of 
Auftria, may now rejoice, that they are fheltered by its interpoiition 
from tyrants more active and more opprefiive. 

But, my Lords, though it fhould be granted, that the Houle of 
Auftria ought not to be fupported, it will not, in my opinion, follow, 


that this motion.deferves our approbation ; becaufe it will reduce us 


oiaftate of imbecility, an condemn. us to fand as paflive fpectators 


of. the difturbances of sie world, without power.and without in- 
fluence, ready to admit the tyrant to whom chance {hall allot us, 
and receive thofe laws which the prevailing power fhali vouchiaie te 
tranfimit. 


toy wea 


Whether we ought to fupport the Houle of Auftria, to prevent its 
utter fubverfion, or reftore it to its former greatt nefs, whatever may 
beumy privats opinion, I think it not on this -occafion neceilary 
affert; it is fufficient to induce us to reject this motion, thatowe 


ought to be at leaft.1 ill a condition that may é enable us to imp rove 


thofe opportunities that may be offered, and to hinder the execution of 


4 


any defign that may t threaten immediate danger to our commerce OF 


a 


our liberty. 
Another popular topic k,,my Lords, which has been echoed on the 
prefent occafion, is the happ inefs of peace, and the bleffing of unin- 


terrupted commerce and undifturbed fecurity. We are perpetually 


.. 


told of the hazards of war, whatever may be the fuperiority of our 


{kill.or courage, of the certainty of the expences, the bloodfhed, and 


the hardfhips, and doubtfulnefs of the advantages which we may hope 


Fo id 
from them; and it is daily aes with great vehemence, that peace 
upon the hardeft conditions is pret rable to. the honour of conqueits, 


and the feftivity of triumphs. 


Thefe maxims, my Lords, which are genera ally true in the fenfe 


which their authors intended, may be very properly urged againft the 


dé 
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wild defigns Roh ambition, and the romantick undertakings of wanton 


greatnefs; but have no place in the prefent enquiry, which relates to a 


war not made by caprice, but forced upon us by neceflity; a war to 


4} 


which all the encomiums on peace, muft in reality incite, becaufe 


4 


peace alone is the end intended to be obtained by it. 
Of the necefiity of peace to a cane nation it is not pofible, my 
Lords 5, to be ignorant; and therefore no man. can be Line's to 
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my opinion only to be chofen, when peace can be longer enjoyed, 
and to be continued only till a peace fecure and equitable can be at- 
tained. In the prefent ftate of the world, my Lords, we fight not 
for laurels, nor conquefts, but for exiftence. Should ‘the arms of 
France prevail, and prevail they muft, unlefs we oppofe them, the 
Britons may in a fhort time no longer be a nation, our liberties will 
be taken away, our contftitution deftroyed, our religion perfecuted, 
and perhaps our name abolifhed. 


For the prevention of calamities like thefe, not for the prefervation 
of the Houfe of Auftria, is it neceflary, my Lords, to colle@ an 
army ; for by an army only can our liberties be preferved, and fuch 
a peace obtained, as may be enjoyed without the imputation of 
fupinenefs and ftupidity. 


Of this the other Houfe appears to be fufficiently convinced, and 
has therefore granted money for the fupport of the auxiliary troops ; 
nor do I doubt but your Lordthips will concur with them, when you 
fhall fully confider the motives upon which they may be fuppofed to 
have proceeded, and reflect, that by difmiffing thefe troops, we fthall 
facrifice to the ambition of the French, the Houfe of Auftria, the 
liberties of Europe, our own happinefs, and that of our pofterity ; 
and that by refolving to exert our force for a fhort time, we may 
place the happinefs of mankind beyond the reach of attacks and 
violation. 

Lord Carrerer replied to the following effet :—My Lords, 
The confiderations which were laid before you by the noble Lords 
who made and feconded the motion, are fo important in themfelves, 
and have been urged with fo much force and judgment, that I thall 
not endeavour to add any new arguments; fince where tho fail 
which have been already offered, it is not likely that any will be 
effectual: But I fhall endeavour to preferve them in their full force 
by removing the objections which have been made to them. 
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The firft confideration that claims our attention is the reverence 
 @ 


due to the senate, to the great council of the nation, which ought 
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always to be confulted, when any important defien is formed, or any 


c 
new meatures adepted, efpecially if they are fuch as cannot be defeated 
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by being made public, and fuch as an uncommon deree of expence 
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Ihefe principles, my Lords, which I fuppofe no man will conteft, 
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have been fo little regarded by the miniftry on the prefent occafion; 
that 
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that they feem to have endeavoured to difcover by a bold experiment, 
to what degree of fervility Senates may be reduced, and what infults 
they will be taught to bear without refentment ; for théy have, with- 
out'the leaft previous hint of their defign; made a contract for a very 
numerous body of metcenaries, nor did they condefcend to inform 
the Senate, till they afked for money to pay them. 


bation of 


To execute meafures firft, and then to requite the appro 
the Senate, inftead of advice, is furely fuch a degree of contempt as 
has not often been fhewn in the moft arbitrary reigits, ahd fuch as 
would once have provoked fuch indignation in the other Houfé, that 
there would have been no need in this of a motion like the prefent. 

But, my sg in proportion as the other Houfe feems incline 
to pay an implicit fubmiffion to the di@ates of the miniftry, it is our 
duty to increafe our vigilance, and to convince our fellow-fubjectss 
by a fteady oppofition to all encroachments, that we are not, aS we 
have been fometimes ftiled, an ufelefs Aflembly, but the laft refort of 
liberty, and the chief fupport of the conftitution. 

The prefent defign of thofe, who have thus dared to trample upoht 
our privileges, appears to be nothing lefs than that of reducing the 
Senates of Britain to the fame abje& flavery with thofe of France; 
to thew the people that we*are to be confidered only as their agents 
to raife the fupplies which they fhall be pleafed, under whateve 
pretences, to demand, and to regifter fuch determinations as they 
fhall condefcend to lay before us. | 

This invafion of our rights, my Lords, is too fagrant to be borne; 
though were the meafures which we are thus tyrannically required to 
fupport, really conducive in aiken? to the intereft of Britain, 
which indeed might reafonably have been expected ; for what head 
can be imagined fo ill-formed for inal as not to know, thatthe firft 
acts of arbitrary power ought to be in themfelves etgiv ar, it at the 
"advantage of the effe&t may be a balance to the means by v which it is 
produced. 

But thefe wonderful politicians, my Lords, have heaped one 
blunder upon another; they have dif 
means and the end; and have infulted the Senate with no other view 
than that of plundering the people. 
confent of the Senate to purfue mea 
that they were only kept fecret, becaufe they cally forefaw that they 
would not be approved, 
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For that, the hire of mercenaries from Hanover, my Lords, would 
have been rejected with general indignation; that the propofal would 
have produced hifies rather than cenfures; and that the arguments 
which have been hitherto ufed to fupport it, would, if perfonal regards 
did not make them of fome importance, produce laughter oftener 
than replies, cannot furely be doubted. 

It has been faid in vindication of this wife fcheme, that no other 
troops could be obtained but thofe of Hanover; an affertion which 
Thope I may be allowed to examine, becaufe it is yet a bare afler- 
tion without argument, and againit probability ; fince it is generally 
known, how willingly the princes of Germany have on all former 
occafions fent out their fubjects to deftruGtion, that they might fill 
their coffers with their pay ; nor do I doubt, but that there is now in 
the fame country the ufual fuperabundance of men, and the ufual 
fcarcity of money. I make no queftion, my Lords, that many a 
German prince would gladly furnifh us with men as a very cheap 
commodity, and think himfelf fufficiently rewarded by a fimall fub. 
fidy. There could be no objection to thefe troops from the con- 
ititution of the empire, which is not of equal force againft the 
forces of Hanover; not do I know why they fhould not rather.have 
been employed, if they could have been obtained at a cheaper price. 

The abfurdity of paying levy-money for troops regularly kept up, 
and of hiring them at a higher rate than was ever paid for auxiliaries 
before, has been fo ffrongly urged and fo fully explained, that no 
reply has been attempted by thofe who have hitherto oppofed the 
motion, having rather endeavoured to divert our attention to foreign 
confiderations than to vindicate this part of the contract, which is 
indeed too fhameful to be palliated, and too grofs to be overlooked. 

It is however proper to repeat, my Lords, that though it cannot 
be confuted, it may be forgotten in the multitude of other objects, 
that this nation, after having exalted the Eletor of Hanover from.a 
{tate of obfcurity to the crown, is condemned to hire the troops of 
Hanover to fight their own caufe, to hire them at a rate which was 
never demanded for them before, and to pay levy-money for them, 
though it is known to all Europe, that they were not raifed on this 
occafion. 

Nor is this the only hardfhip or folly of this contract; for we-are 
to pay. them a month before they march into our fervice ; we are to 
pay thofe for doing nothing, of whom it might have been, .without 
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any unreafonable expectations, hoped, that they would have exerted 
their utmoft force without pay. 

For it is apparent, my Lords, that if the defigns of France be fuch 
as the noble Lords who oppofe the motion reprefent them, Hanover 
is much nearer to danger than Britain; and therefore.they only fight 
for their own prefervation ; fince, though they have for a fingle year 
been bleffed with a neutrality, it cannot be imagined, that the fame 


favour will be always granted them, or that the French, when they 
have over-run all the reft of Germany, will not annex Hanover to 
their other dominions. 

Befides, my Lords, it is well known, that Hanover is equally en- 
gaged by treaty with Britain to maintain the Pragmatic Sanction, and 
that a certain proportion of troops are to be furnifhed. But, my 
Lords, as to the march of that body of forces, I have yet heard no 
account. Will any Lord fay that they have marched? I therefore fup- 
pofe, that the wifdom and juftice of our minifters has comprehended 
them in the fixteen thoufand who are to fatten upon Britifh pay, and 
that Hanover will fupport the Pragmatic Sanction at the coft of this 
inexhauftible nation. 

The fervice which thofe troops have already done to the common 
caufe, has been urged with great pomp of exaggeration, of which 
what effet it may have had upon others, I am not able to fay; for 
my part, am convinced, that the great happinefs of this kingdom is 
the fecurity of the eftablifhed fucceffion; and am therefore always of 
Opinion, that no meafures can ferve the common caufe, the caufe of 
liberty, or of religion, or of general happinefs, by which the royal 
family lofes,the affections of the people. And I can with great con- 
fidence affirm, that no attempt for many years has raifed a greater 
heat of refentment, or excited louder clamours of indignation, than 
the hire of Hanoverian troops: nor is this difcontent raifed only 
by artful mifreprefentations, formed to inflame the paffions and per- 
plex the underftanding ; it is a fettled and rational diflike, which 
every day contributes to confirm, which will make all the meafures of 
the government fufpected, and may in.time, if not obviated, break 
out in fedition. 

A jealoufy of Hanover has indeed for along time prevailed in the 
nation: the frequent vifits of our Kings to their electoral dominions, 
contrary to the original terms on which this crown was conferred 
upon them, have inclined the people of Britain to fufpect, that they 
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have only the fecond place in the affection of their Sovereign ; nor 
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has this fufpicion been made lefs by the large acceflions made’to thofe 
dominions by purchafes, which the Electors never appeared able to 
make before their exaltation to the throne of Britain, and by fome 
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meafures which have been apparently taken only to agerandize Hano- 
ver at the expence of Britain. 

Thefe meafures, my Lords, I am very far from imputing to our 
Sovereign or his Father ; the wifdom of both is fo well known, that 
they cannot be imagined to have incurred, either by contempt or 
negligence, the difaffection of their fubjects. ‘Thofe, my Lords, are 
only to be blamed, who concealed from them the fentiments of the 
nation, and for the fake of promoting their own intereft, betrayed 
them, by the moft deteftable and pernicious flattery, into meafures 


ee 


which‘ could produce no other effeét than that of making their reign 


unquiet, and of exafperating thofe who had concurred with the 


+ 


warmett zeal in fupporting them on the throne. 

It is not without an uncommon deeree of grief, that I hear it urged 
in defence of this contract, that it was approved by a very numerous 
council; for what can produce more forrow in an honeft and a loyal 
breaft, than to find that our Sovereign is furrounded by counfellors, 
who either do not know the defires and opinions of the people, or do 
not regard them; who are either fo negligent as not to examine 
how the affections of the nation may be beft preferved, or fo rafh 
as to purfue thofe fchemes by which they hope to gratify the King 
at whatever hazard, and who for the fake of flattering him for a day, 
will rifque the fafety of his government, and the repofe of his life. 

It has with regard to thefe troops been afked by the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft, what is the intent of this motion but to difband them? 
What elfe indeed can be intended by it, and what intention can be 
more worthy of this auguft Aflembly? By a fteady purfuit of this 
intention, my Lords,’ we fhall regain the efteem of the nation, which 
this daring invafion‘of our privileges may be eafily fuppofed to have 


ay 


c 


LSiSiS iS SLsL5 


a 78 


impaired. We fhall give our Sovereign an opportunity, by a gracious 
condefcenfion to-our defires, to recover thofe affections of which the 
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pernicious advice of flatterers has deptived him; we fhall obviate a 
precedent which threatens deftru€tion to our liberties, and fhall ‘fet 
the mation free ftom an univerfal alarm. Nor in our prefent flate is 
it to be mentioned asa trifling confideration, that we fhall hinder the 
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wealth of the nation from’ being ravifhed from our merchants, our 
farmers, 
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farmers, and our manufacturers, to be fquandered upon foreigners’; 
and foreigners, from whom we can hope for no advantage, 

But it may»be afked, my Lords, how the great caufe of liberty 
is to be fupported, how the Houfe of Auftria is to be preferved from 
ruin, and how the ambition of France is to.be reprefied! How all 
this is to be effected, my Lords, 1 am very far from conceiving my- 
felf qualified to determine ; but furely it. will be very little hindered 


by the difmiffion of troops, whofe allegiance obliges them not to fight 
againft the Emperor, and of whom, therefore, it does not eatily ap- 
pear how they can be very ufeful allies to the Queen of Hungary. 

But whatever fervice is expected from them, it may furely, my 
Lords, be performed by the fame number of Britifh troops, and that 
number may be fent to fupply their place, without either delay or 
difficulty, I will venture to fay without any hazard. If it be objected, 
as it has often been, that by fending out our troops, we fhall leave our 
country naked to invafion, I hope I may be allowed to afk, who will 
invade us? The French are well known to be the only people whom 
we.can fufpeét of any fuch defign. They have no fleet on this fide 
of their kingdom, and their fhips in the Mediterranean are blocked 
up in the harbour by the navies of Britain. We fhall ftill have at 
home a‘body of feven thotifand men, which was thought a fufficient 
fecurity. in the late war, when the French had a fleet equal to our 
own. . Why we fhould now be in more danger from without, I can- 
not difcover; and with regard to inteftine commotions, they will be 
prevented by compliance with the prefent motion. For nothing can 
incite the people of Britain to oppofe thofe who have openly difmilled 
the troops of Hanover, 

But, my Lords, lam not yet. at all convinced, that the end for 
which thofe troops. are faid to be hired, ought to be purfued, or can 
be attained by us; and if the end be in itfelf improper or impofible, 
it certainly follows, that the means ought to be laid afide. 

If we confider the prefent ftate of the continent, we fhall find no 
profpect by which we can be encouraged to hazard our forces or our 
money. The King of Sardinia has indeed declared for us, and op- 
pofed the paflage of the Spaniards; but he appears either to be deficient 
in courage, or in prudence, or in force 5 for inftead of giving battle 
on his frontiers, he has fuffered them, with very little refiftance, to 
invade his territories, to plunder and infult his fubjects, and to live 
at his expence ; and it may be fufpected, that if he cannot drive them 
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out of his country, he will in time be content to purchafe: their de- 


parture, by granting them a ‘paflage through’ it, and. rather give up 


the dominions of ‘his'ally to be ravaged, than preferve them at the 
expencte of his own. 

If we turn our eyes towards the Dutch, we fhall not be more ‘en-= 
couraged to engage in the wars on the continent ; for whatever has 
been aflerted of their readinefs to proceed in conjundtion with us, 


they appear hitherto to behold, with the moft fupine tranquillity, the 
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fubverfion of the German fyftem, and to be: fatisfied) with) an un- 
difturbed- enjoyment of their riches and their trade. Nor 1s there 
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any appearance, my Lords, that their concurrence is withheld only 
by a jingle town, as has been infmuated ; forthe vote of any. finglé 


town, except Amfterdam, may be over-ruled; andthe refolution has 
paffed the neceflary form, when it is oppofed by only one voice. 

If we take a view, my Lords, of their late conduct, without fuffer- 
ing our defires to miflead our underftandings, we fhall find no reafon 
for imagining, that they propofe any fudden alteration of their con- 
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du@, which has been hitherto confiftent and fteady, and appears to 
arife from eftablifhed principles, which nothing has lately happened to 
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incline them to forfake. 

When ‘they were folicited to become, likeus, the guarantees of 
Hanover, they made no feruple of returning; with whatever un- 
politenefS, an abfolute ‘refufal; nor could they be prevailed upon to 


grant, what we appear to think that we were honoured in being ad. 
mitted to beftow. . When they were called upon to fulfil their ftipu- 
lation, and fupport the Pragmatic Sanétion, they evaded» their own 
contract, till all affidtance would have been too late, had not a lucky 
difcovery of the French perfidy feparated the King of) Pruffia from 


them’; and what reafon, my Lords, can be given, why they fhould 


now do what they refufed, when it might-have been much more fafely 


Be ee 


and more eafily effected? Did they fuffer the Queen of Hungary to 
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be opprefled, only to thew their own power and affluence by re- 
lieving her? or can it be imagined, that pity has prevailed over policy 
or cowardice? They, who in contempt of their own treaties refufed 
toengage in a caufe while it was yet doubtful, will certainly think 
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themfelves juftified in abandoning it when it is loft, and will urge, 
that no treaty can oblige them to act like madmen, or to undertake 
impofibilities. | | 
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L am therefore convinced, my Lords, that they will not enter into 
an offenfive treaty, and that they have only engaged to do what their 
own intereft required from them, without.any new ftipulation, to pre 
ferve their own country from invafion by fending garrifons into the 
frontier towns, which they may do without any offence to France, or 


any interruption of their own tranquillity. " 

Many other treaties have been mentioned, my Lords, and men- 
tioned with great oftentation, as the effects of confummate policy, 
which will, I fufpect, appear to be at leaft only defenfive treaties, by 
which the contracting powers promife little more than to take care 
of themfelves. 

In this Bate of the world, my Lords, when all the powers of the 
continent appear benumbed by a lethargy, or fhackled by a panic, 
to what purpofe fhould we lavifh, in hiring and tranfperting troops, 
that wealth which contefts of nearer importance immediately require? 

Tt is well known to our merchants, whofe fhips are every day feized 
by privateers, that we are at war with Spain, and that our commerce 
is every day impaired by the depredations of an enemy, whom only 
our own negligence enables to refift us; but I. doubt, my Lords, 
whether it is known in Spain, that their monarch is at war with 
Britain, otherwife than by the riches of our fation, which are dif- 
tributed among their privateers, and the prifoners wha in the towns 


on the coaf are wandering in the ftreets. For I know no inconve- 


nience which they car be fuppofed to feel from-our hoftilities, nor in 
what part of the world the war againit them is carried on, © Before 
the war was declared, it is well remembered by whom, and with how 
ereat vehemence, it was every day repeated, that to end the war with 
honour we ought to take aad hold.. What, my Lords, da we, hold, 
or what have we taken 2 “What has the war produced in its whole 
courfe from one’year to another, but defeats, lofles, and ignominy ! 
And how fhall we regain our honour, or retrieve our wealth, by en- 
caging in another war more dangerous but lefs neceflary? We ought 


farely to humble Spain, before we prefume to attack. France ; and 


we may attack France with better pro{pects of fuccefs, when we 


have no other enemy to divert our attention, or divide our forces. 
That we ought indeed to make any attempt upon France, Lam 
far from being convinced, becaufe 1 do not now difcover, that any of 
the motives {ubfift which engaged us in the laft confederacy.The 
Houfe of Auftria, though overborne and diltrefled, was then power~ 
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ful in itfelf, and’poffeffed of the’ imperial crown. -Itis now reduced 
almoft below the hopes of recovery, and we are therefore now to 
reftore what we were’ then only -to fupport.. ‘But what, my Lords, 
is in my- opinion much more’to be confidered, the nation was then 
unanimous in .one: general refolution: to reprefs the infolence: of 
France 3 no hardfhips were infupportable that conduced to this great 
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ENC, NOY any taxes grievous that were applied to the fapport of: the 


war. The account’ of a victory was efteemed as an equivalent to 
excifes and to public debts; and: the pofleftions of us and our pofte- 
rity were chearfully mortgaged to purchafe a triumph over the com- 
mon enemy. But, my Lords, the difpofition of the nation with re- 
gard tovthe prefent war is very different. | ‘They difcover no danger 
threatening them, they are neither invaded in their paliefiions by the 

armies, nor interrupted in their commerce by the feets of France; 
i therefore they are not able to find out why they mutt be facrificed 


fo an enemy, by whom they have been long. purfued with the moft 


inal panes for the fake of attacking a power. from which they 
ave hitherto felt no injury, and which they believe cannot be pro- 
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se without danger, nor.oppofed. without fuch a profufion of ex- 
pence as the\public‘is at prefent not able to bear. 

It is: not-to:: be duppofed, my Lords, that the bulk of the Britith 
people are affected with the diftrefles, or inflamed by the magnanimity 
of the Queen of Hungary. . This. illuftrious daughter of Auftria, 
whofe name has been {o often echoed in thefe walls, and of whom I 
am far from denying, that fhe deferyes. our admiration, our com- 


paflion, and ail the affiftance which can be given her, confiftent] ly with 
the regard due to the fafety of our own country, is to, the greatelt 
part of the people an imaginary. princefs, whofe fufferings or whofe 
virtues make, no other. impreffion upon them, than thof which are 
recorded in fititious, narratives ; mor can they ealily be perfuaded to 


give up for her relief the produce of their lands, or the prohts of 


Some,indeed there are, my wile whofe views are more exten- 
tive,;»and whofe fentiments are more exalted ; for it is not to be fup- 
poled, that either knowledge or ta are confined to the Senate 
Court : but thefe, my Lords, though they perhaps may more 
uch the miniftry pretends to purfue, are 
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confidently exprefs of prevailing upon the Dutch-to,unite with us 
for the fupport.of the Pragmatic Sanction, are without foundation ; 
they fee that their content: to place garrifons: in the-frontier towns, 
however it may furnifha fubject of exultation to thofe whofe intereft 
it is to reprefent them as ready, to concur with us, is only anew 
proof of what was never doubted, their-unvariable attention to their 
own intereft, fince they muft for their.own fecurity preferve their 
own barrier from being feized by France. By this at they incur no 
new expence, they provoke no enemies, nor give any affiftance to 
the Queen of Hungary, by which they can raife either refentment in 
one part, or gratitude in the other ; and therefore it is)not hard to 


perceive that, whatever is: pretended, the Dutch hitherto obferve the 


moft exa& laws of neutrality; and it is too evident, that if they re- 
fufe ‘their affiftance, we have very little to hope from a war with 
France. 

"Nor is this the only obje&tion againft the prefent meafures ; for it 
is generally, and- not without fufficient reafon fufpe@ted, that: the 
real affiftance of the Queen of Hungary is not intended; fince the 
troops. which have been hired under that pretence, are’ fuch .as can- 
not march againft the Emperor.) It is known, that: the Heffians have 
abfolutely refufed to infringe the conftitution 3@r the German body, 
by. attacking him who is by a legal grant acknowledged its head ; 
nor is it eafy to conceive, why there fhould be a different law for 
Hanover, than for the other electorates. 

The long ftay of the troops in Flanders, a place where there is no 
enemy to encounter, nor ally to afift, is a fufficient proof that there 
is nothing more defigned than that the troops of Hanover fhall loiter 
on the verge of war, and receive their pay for feafting in their 
quarters, and fhewing their arms at a review; and that they in 
reality defign nothing but to return home with full pockets, and 
enjoy the fpoils of Britain. 

There may indeed be another reafon, my Lords, which hinders 
the progrefs of the united forces, and by which the Britons and Ha- 
noverians may be both affected, though not both in the. fame degree. 
It is by no means unlikely, that the King of Pruffia has forbidden 
them to advance, and declared, that the King who was chofen by 
his fuffrage fhall be fupported by his arms; if this be his refolution, 
he is well kaown to want neither fpirit nor ftrength to avow and 
fupport it; and there are reafons fufficient to convince us, that he 

has 
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has declared it, and that our troops are now patiently waiting the 
event of a negociation by which we are endeavouring to perfuade , 
him to alter his defign, if indeed it be defired that he fhould alter 
it; for itis not certains that the EleGtor of Hanover can défire the 
reftoration of the Houfe’ of Auftria to an hereditary enjoyment of 
the imperial dignity; nor can it eafily be fhewn why the politics: of 
one Houle, fhould differ from thofe of all the other Princes of the 
German’ empire. 

The other Princes, my Lords, have long wifhed for a King with 
whom they might treat upon the level; a King who might owe his 
dignity only to their votes, and who therefore would be willing to 
favour them in gratitude for. the benefit. They know, that: the 
Princes of the Houfe of Auftria confidered their advancement to 
the empire as. the confequence of their numerous forces and large 
dominions, and made ufe of their exaltation only to tyrannizeé under 
the: appearance of ‘legal right, and to opprefs thofe as Sovereigns, 
whom they would otherwife have harafled as conquerors. 

Before we can therefore hope for the concurrence of the Princes 
of the empire, we muft inform them of our defign, if any defign has 
been yet laid out. Is it your intention to reftore the Houfe of 
Auftria to the full enjoyment of its former greatnefs? ‘This will cer- 
tainly be openly oppofed by all thofé powers who ate {trong enough 
to make head againft it, and fecretly obftructed by thofe, whofe: weak. 
nefs:makes them afraid of public declarations: ° Do you intend to 
fupport the Pragmatic Sanétion? This can only be done by defeating 
the whole power of Frances. and for this you muft neceflarily pro. 
vide troops who fhall dare to aé& again{t the prefent King.) So that 
it appears, my Lords, that we are attempting nothing, or attempting 
impoffibilities ; that either we have no end in view, or that we have 
made ufe of an ablurd: choice of means by which it canaot be 
attained. 

Whatever be our defigh with regard to Germany, the wat againft 
Spain is evidently negle&ed; and indeed one part of our conduc 
proves at once, that we intend neither to affift the Auftrians, nor 
to punifh the Spaniards; fince we have ina great meafure difabled 
ourfelves from either by the neutrality which Captain Martin is faid 
to have granted, and by whieh we have ‘allowed an afylum both to 
the troops of Spain, which fhall Ay before the Aufttians, “and the 
privateers which fhall be chafed by our fhips in the Mediterranean. 
| Tam 


oarienwt rat al -p cd Loe eee a LLL ny pe MRS TE 


A. 1742-3. | TH EO AUR MOY. 949 


Jam therefore convinced, my Lords, that our defigns are not fuch 
as they are reprefented, or that they will not’be accomplifhed by the 
meafures taken. Iam convinced in a particular manner, that the 
troops of Hanover can be of no ufe, and'that they will raife the refent- 
ment of the nation already overwhelmed with unneceflary burthens. 
I’ know likewife; that they have been taken into pay without the 
confent of the Senate, and am convinced, that if no other objeCtion 
could be raifed, we ought not to ratify a treaty which the Crown 
has made, without laying it before us in the ufual manner. I need 
not’ therefore inform your Lordfhips, that 1 think the motion now 
under your confideration neceflary and juft; and that I hope, upon an 
attentive examination of the reafons which have been offered, your 
Lordfhips will concur in it with that unanimity which evidence ought 


to enforce, and that zeal which ought to be excited by public 
danger. 

Towhich the Duke of NewcasTue made anfwer to the following 
purport :——-My Lords, I know not by what imaginary appearances 
of public danger the noble Lord is fo much alarmed, nor what fears 
they are'which he endeavours with fo. much art and zeal to commu- 
nicate to this Aflembly. For my party 1 can upon the moft atten 
tive furvey of our affairs, difcover nothing to be feared but calum-= 
nies and mifréprefentations 3 and» thefe | fhall’ henceforward. think 
more formidable, fince they have been able to: impofe upon an un- 
derftanding fo penetrating as that of his Lordfhip’s,,.and have pres 
vailed upon him to believe what is | not only falfe, but without the 
appearance of truth, and to believe it fo firmly, as to aflert it» to 
your Lordfhips. 

One of the faéts which he has thus implicitly received, and» thus 
publicly mentioned, is the neutrality fuppofed to have been granted 
to the King of Sicily, from which he has amufed himfelf and your 
Lordfhips with deducing very deftrudtive confequences, that perhaps 
need not to be allowed him even upon fuppofition of the neutrality ; 
but which need not now:be difputed, becaufe no neutrality has been 
granted. Captain Martin, when he treated with the King, very 


cautioully declined any declarations of the intentions of the Britifh 


Court. on that particular, and confined himfelf to the fubjeCt of his 
meflage, without giving any reafon for hope, or defpair of a neutrae 
litys, So that, ifrit- fhe 
liberty to declare war againit the King of Sicily, and may. purfue 
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the Spaniards with the fame. freedom on his coafts as on: thofe of any 


other power, and. prohibit any -afliftance. from. being given by him 


to their armies in Italy. 
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His Lordfhip’s notion of the interpofition of the King of Pruffia 
in the King’s favour, is another phantom raifed by calumny to ter- 
rify credulity ;\a phantom which will, I hope, be, entirely diffipated} 
when I have informed. the Houfe, that the whole fufpicion is without 


Su gre omsd 


foundation, and that the King of Pruffia has made no-declaration of 


any delign tofupport the King, or of oppofing us in the performance 


of our treaties. This Prince, my Lords, however powerful, aGive 
or ambitious, appears to be fatisfed with his acquifitions, and willing 
to.reft in an inoffenfive neutrality. 
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such, my Lords, and fo remote from truth are the reprefentations 
which the enemies of the Government have with great zeal and: in- 
duftry fcattered over the nation, and by which they have endeavoured 
to obviate: thofe fchemes -which they would feem to favour; for by 
finking the nation to a defpair of attaining thofe ends which they 
declare. at the fame time, neceflary not only to our; happinefs, but to 
our, prefervation, what do they. lefs than tell us, that we muit be 
content tolook unactive on the calamities that approach us, and pre- 
pare tobe crufhed by that ruin which we cannot prevent! 

From this cold deje€tion, my Lords, arifes that defpair which fo 
many Lords have exprefied of prevailing upon the Dutch to unite 
with us. The determinations of that people are indeed always flow, 
and the reafon of their. flownefs has been already given; but I am 
informed, that the general fpirit which now reigns among them, is 
hkely foon to over-rule the particular interefts of fingle provinces, 
and can produce letters by which it will appear, that had only one 
town oppofed thofe meafures to which their-concurrence is now 
folicited, it had been long. fince over-ruled; for. there want not 
among them men equally enamoured of. the magnanimity and. firm- 
nefs of the Queen of Hungary, equally zealous for the general good 
of mankind, equally zealous forthe liberties. of Europe, and- equally 
convinced of the perfidy, the ambition, and the. infolence of France, 
with any Lord in this Aflembly. 

Thefe men, my Lords, have long endeavoured to. roufe their 
country from the floth of avarice, and the {lumber of tranquillity, to 
@ generous and extenfive regard for the univerfal happinefs of man- 
kind; and are now labouring in the general Affembly to communis. 
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cate that ardour with which they are themfelves inflamed, and to ex- 
cite’ that zeal’ for public faith, of which their fuperior knowledge 
fhews them the neceflity. 

It has been indeed infinuated, that all their confultations tend only 
to place garrifons in thofe towns from which the Queen of Hungary 


has withdrawn’ her forces; but this’ fuppofition, my Lords, as it is 


without any fupport from facts, is likewife without probability. For 
to garrifon the barrier towns, requires no previous debates nor deli- 
berations ; fince it never was oppofed even by thofe by whom the 
affiftance of the Queen of Hungary has been moft retarded. Nor 
have even the deputies of Dort, whofe obftinacy has been moft re- 
markable, denied the neceflity of fecuring the confines of their 
country, by pofleffing with their own troops thofe places which the 
Auftrians are obliged to forfake. Their prefent difputes, my Lords, 


muft be therefore on fome other queftion; and what queftion can be 


es Bit = CONEY ONT 


now before them which can produce any difficulties, but that which 
regards the fupport of the Pragmatic Sanction ? 

If thefe deliberations fhould be fo far influenced by the arrival of 
the army in the pay of Britain, as to end ina refolution to fend a 
{ufficient number of forces into Germany, it will not be denied, 
that the troops which give Sccafion for this debate, have really been 
ufeful to the: common caufe; nor will his Majefty lofe the affeCtions 
of any of his fubjects, by the falfe accounts which have been fpread 
of an invidious preference given to the troops of ‘Hanover. 

That every Government ought to endeavour to gain the eftee 
and confidence of the people, I fuppofe we are all equally con- 
vinced; but I, for my part, am very far from thinking that meafures 
ought only to be purfued or rejected, as they are immediately fa- 
voured or difliked by the populace. For as they cannot know either 
the caufes or the end of public tranfactions, they can judge only 
from fallacious appearances, or the information of thofe whofe in- 
tereft it may perhaps be to lead them away from the truth. “That 
Monarch will be moft certainly and moft permat ently popular, whe 
fteadily purfues the good of his people, even in oppofition to their own 
prejudices and clamours ; who difregards calumnies, which, thouch 
they may prevail for a day, time’will fufficiently confute, and flights 


objections which he knows may be anfwered, aud anfwered beyond 


reply. 
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Such, my'Lords, are the obje&tions which have been hitherto raifed 
againft the troops of Hanover, of which many arife from ignorance, 
and many from prejudice ; and fome may be fuppofed to bé’ made 
only for the fake of giving way to invectives, and indulging a’ petu- 
fant inclination of {peaking contemptuoufly of Hanover. 

With this view, my Lords, it has been afked, why the Hanove- 
rians are preferred to all other nations? Why they have been fele&ed 
from all other troops, to fight againft France the caufe of Europe? 
Phey were chofen, my Lords, becaufe they were moft eafily to be 
procured, Of the other nations from whom’ forces ‘have ufually 
been hired, fome were engaged in the care of protecting, or the 
defign of extending their own dominions, and others had no troops 
levied, nor could therefore furnith them with {peed enough fer the 
exigence that demanded them. 

It has been afked with an air of triumph, as a queftion to which 
no an{wer could be given, why an equal number of Britons was not 
fent, fince their valour might be efteemed at leat equal to that cf 
Hanoverians? Iam far, my ‘Lords, from intending to diminifh ‘the 
reputation of the Britifh courage, or detra& from that praife which 
has been gained by fuch gallant enterprifes,°and preferved’ by a long 
fucceffion of dangers, and of viGtories; nor do 'D expect that any 
nation’ will ever form a juft claim -to fuperiority. The reafon, 
therefore, my Lords, for which the troops of Hanover were ‘hired, 
was not that the bravery of our countrymen was doubted, but that 
the tran{portation of fuch numbers might leave us naked to the in- 
fults of an enemy. For though the noble Lord has declared, that 
after having fent fixteen thoufand into Flanders, we fhould ftill have 
referved for our defence a body of feven thoufand equal to that whi¢h 
the protection of this kingdom was intrufted in the late war, his 
opinion will upon examination be found to have arifen only from the 
enumeration of the names of our regiments, many of which are 

far from being complete, and fome almoft merely nominal; fo that 
perhaps if a body of fixteen thoufand more had been fent, there 
would not have remained a fingle regiment to have repelled the 
crew of any daring privateer that fhould have landed to burn our 
villages, and ravage the defencelefs country. ; 

It was defired, my Lords, by the Queen of Hungary, that a Britifh 
army might appear on the continént in her favour, for fhe knew 
the reputation and terror of our arms; and as her demand was equi- 
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table in itfelf, and honourable.to the nation, it was. complied with ; 
and as many of our native troops were fent, as it was thought con- 
venient to fpare, the reft were neceflarily to be -hired; and it 1s the 
bufine(s of thofe Lords who defend the motion, to fhew from 


17 


whence they could be called more properly than, from Hanover. 


It has been urged with great warmth, that. the contract made for 
thefe trodps has not been laid before the Senate, a.charge which, the 
noble Lord who {poke laft but one, has fhewn.to be ill grounded ; 
becaufe the former determinations of the Senate enabled the Crown 
to garrifon the. frontier. towns without any new deliberations, but 
which may be perhaps more fatisfactorily confuted by {fhewing,. that 
it is an accufation of negle&ting that which was in reality not pof- 
fible to. be performed, or which at leaft could not be .performed 
without fubjecting the Government to imputations yet .more dan- 
gerous than thofe which it now fuffers. ) 

The accounts, my Lords, by which the miniftry were determined 
to fend the army into Flanders, arrived only fifteen days before the 
rece(s of the Senate ; nor was the refolution formed, as it may eafily 
be imagined, till feveral days after ; fo that there was.very. little 
time for fenatorial deliberations, nor was it perhaps convenient to 
publifh at that time the whele fcheme of our defigns. 

But let us fuppofe, my Lords, that the Senate had a,few,days 
before they rofe been confulted, and that a vote of credit had been 
required to enable the Crown to hire forces during the interval of the 
feflions, what would thofe by whom this motion is Supported ,have 
urged againft it? Would they not with great appearance of reafon 
have-alledged the impropriety of fuch an application to the thin re- 
mains of a Senate, from which almoft all thofe had retired, whom 
their employments did not retain in the neighbourhood of the Court! 
Would. it not have been echoed from one corner of thefe kingdoms 
to another, that the miniftry had betrayed their country by a con- 
traét which they durft net lay before a full. Senate, and. of which 
they would truft the examination only to thofe whom they had hired 
to approve it? Would not this have been generally .aflerted, .and 
generally believed? Would not thofe who diftinguifhed themfelves 
as the opponents of the Court, have urged, that the King ought to 
exert his prerogative, and truft the equity of the Senate for the ap- 
probation of his meafures, and the payment of the troops which he 
had retained for the fupport of the commen caufe, the. caufe for 
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which: fo much zeal had’ been expreffed, and for. which it’ could not 
with juftice be fufpected, that any reafonable demands would be 
denied? “Would not the folicitation of a grant of power without 
limits, to be exerted’ wholly at the difcretion of the miniftry, be cen- 
fured as a precedent of the utmoft danger, which it was the bufinefs 
of every man-to oppofe, who had not loft all regard to the conftitu- 
tion of his country? 

Thefe infinuations, my Lords, were forefeen and allowed by the 
miniftry to be fpecious, and therefore they determined to avoid them 
by purfuing their fchemes at their own hazard, without any other 
fecurity, than the confcioufnefs of the rectitude of their own defigns ; 
and to truit to the equity of the Senate when they fhould be laid 
before them, at'a time when part of their effets might be difco- 
vered, and when therefore no falfe reprefentations could be ufed to 
miilead ‘their judgment. ‘They knew the zeal of the Commons for 
the great caufe of univerfal liberty; they knew that their meafures 
had no other tendency than the promotion of that caufe, and there- 
foré they confidently formed thofe expectations which have not de- 
ceived them, that the pay of the troops would be readily granted, 
and ordered them therefore to march; though if the Commons had 
difapproved their plan, they muft have returned into their own coun- 
try, or have been fupported at the expence of the eleCtorate. 

The objeGions raifed againft thefe troops, have apparently had no 
influence in the other Houfe, becaufe fupplies. have been granted 
for their pay; and I believe they will, upon examination, be found 
by.your Lordfhips not to deferve much regard. 

It is afferted, that they cannot act againft the Emperor eftablifhed 
and acknowledged by the diet, without fubjeGting their country to 
an interdi€ét; and it was therefore fufpeed, that they, would in 
reality be of no ufe. This fufpicion, my Lords, I fuppofe, it is 
now not neceflary to cenfure, fince you have heard from his Majefty, 
that they are preparing to march ; and as the confequences of their 


@ 


conduct can only affect the electorate, its propriety or legality with 


regard to the conftitution of the empire, falls not properly under 
our confideration. 

How his Majefty’s meafures may be defended, even in this view, 
I fuppofe I need not inform any of this Afiembly. It is well known, 
that the Emperor was chofen not by the free confent of the diet, “in 
which every elector voted according to his own fenfe, but by a diet 
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in which one vote of the empire was fufpended without any regard 
to law or juftice, and in which the reft were extorted by a French 
army, which threatened immediate ruin to him who fhould refufe his 
confent.. The Emperor thus chofen, was likewife afterwards recog 
nized by the fame powers, upon the fame motives, and the aid was 
granted as the votes were given by the influence of the-armies of 
France. 

For this reafon, my Lords, the Queen of Hungary ftill refufes to 
give the Elector of Bavaria the ftile and honours which belong to 
the imperial dignity; the confiders the Throne as fti/l vacant, and 
requires that it fhould be filled by an uninfluenced election. 

It has been obferved, my Lords, that his Majefty gave his vote 
to the Elector of Bavaria; and it has been therefore reprefented as 
an inconfiftency in his mies that he fhould make war againft 
him. But,. my Lords, it will by no’ means follow, that becaufe he 
voted for him, he thinks him lawfully eleGted, nor that it is unjuft 
to difpoffefs him; though it is to be obferved, that we are not making 
war to dethrone the Emperor, however eleted, but to fupport the 
Pragmatic Sanction, 

This obfervation, though fomewhat foreign from the prefent de- 
bate, I have thought it not improper to lay before your Lordthips, 
that no fcrupies might remain in the moft delicate and fcrupulous, 
and to fhew that the meafures of his Majefty cannot be juftly charged 
with inconfiftency, 

But this, my Lords, is not the enly, nor the greateft benefit which 
the Queen of Hungary has received from thefe troops; for it is 
highly probable, that the ftates will. be induced to concur in the 
common caufe, when they find that they are not incited to a mock 
confederacy, when they perceive that we really intend, to act vigo- 
roufly, that we decline neither expence nor danger, and that a com- 
pliance with our demands will not expofe them to ftand alone and 
unafiifted againft the power of France, elated by fuccefs, and exaf- 
perated by oppofition. 

If this, my Lords, fhould be the confequence Me our ‘meafures, 
and this ne ee is perhaps not far Abs it will no longer be, 
Lhope, aflerted, that thefe mercenaries are an ufelefs burthen to the 
nation, that sed are of no advantage to the common caufe, or 
that the people have been betrayed by the miniftry into expences, 
merely that Hanover might be enriched. When the grand confede- 
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racyis once ¢eviveds and reyived by any univerfal,conviction of the 
deftruGtive. meafures,, the, infatiable ambition, and. the outrageous 
cruelty of the French, what may not-the friends of liberty prefume 
to expect? May they not-hope, my Lords, that thofe haughty troops 
which have been fo long employed in conquetts and  invafions,: that 
have laid,.wafte the neighbouring countries with flaughters and de- 
vaftations, will be foon compelled to retire to their own) frontiers, 
and be: content to, guard the verge of their native provinces? May 
we not hope, that they will, foon. be driven: from :their, pofts 5 that 
they will be farced to retreat to a more defenfible, fation;,an ad admit. 
the armies of their, enemies into their dominions ; and thatrthey will 

be purfued from fortrefs to fortrefs, and from, ene: intrenchmentyto 

another, till they fhall be reduced to petition for peace, and purchate 

it, by the alienation of part of their territories. 

L hope, my Lords, it. may be yet) fafely aflerted that the French, 
however, powerful, are not ipiiiacitdes that their armies, may be 
dettroyed, and their treafures sinpulecs that they may. therefore be 
reduced, to narrow limits, and difabled from being any longer the 
difturbers of the peace of the univerfe. 

Tt is well known, my Lords, that. their wealth is not the product 
of theirown country; that goldis not dug out of ‘their mountains, 
or, rolled devon their rivers; but that it is gained by, an -exteniive 

and fuccefsfal commerce, carried on in many parts of, the world, 
on diminution of.our own. Itis kndéwn likewife,, that trade cannot 
be Continued in war, without the proteétion of naval armaments ; 
and that our fleet is at prefent fuperior in ftrength to thofe’ of the 
greateft part ef the univerfe united. It is therefore reafonably to 
be hoped, that though by affifting the Houfe of Auftria weefhould 
provoke the French to declare war againft us, their hoftilities would 
produce none of thofe calamities which feem to be, dreaded by part 
of this Aflembly ; and that fhould a confederacy be formed as might 
be able.to retort, all the machinations of France upon ,herfelf, as 
would. tear her previnces from her, and annex, them |to,,other 
Sovereignties. 

It has,been urged, that no fuch fuccefS can be) expected from the 
conduct which we have lately purfued ; that we, who,are thus daring 
the refentment of the moft formidable power in the univerfe, have 
long. fuffered ourfelves to be infulted) by an enemy, ofsfar inferior 
force; that we have been defeated in all our enterprifes, and have: at 

I prefent 
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prefeat appeared’ to defift from any defign’ of hoftilities ; that the 
Spaniards fearcely perceive, that they have an enemy, or feel any of © 
the calamities or inconveniencies of war; and that they are every 
day enriched with the plunder of Britain without danger; and 
without labour. 

That the war againft Spain has not hitherto been remarkably fuc- 
cefsful, muit: be confefled; and though the Spaniards cannot boaft of 


any other advantages than’ the defence of their own dominions, yet 
they may. perhaps be fomewhat elated, as they have been able to hold 
out again{t an enemy fuperior to themfelves, » But; my Lords, 1 am 


farfrom believing, that they confider the war againft us as an ad- 
53 cy 


) 


vantage, or that they do not lament it as one of the heavieft cala 
mities that could fall upon them. ff it be afked, in what part of 
their dominions they feel any effects of our hoftility, I fhall anfwer | 
with great ‘confidence, that they feel them in every part which is 
expofed ‘tothe evils of a naval war; that they are in pain wherever 
they are fenfible ; that they are wounded wherever they are not fhel- 
tered from our blows, by the znterpolition of the nations of ‘the 
continent. 

If we examine, my Lords, the influence of our Eutopean arma- 
ments, we fhall find that their fhips.of war are fhut up in the har- 
bour* of France, and that the fleets of both nations are happily 
blocked up together, fo that they can neither extricate each other 
by concerted motions, in which our attention might be diftraéted 


uf 


and our force divided, nor by their united force break through th 


2 


> 


if 


bars by which they are fhut up from the ufe of the ocean. 


a 


But this, my Lords, however important) with respect to us, i 


» 


perhaps the fmalleft inconvenience which the Spaniards feel from our 


1 


naval {uperiority. “hey have an army, my Lords, in italy, satan 


a 


to all the miferies of famine, while our fleet prohibits the tranfporta 
tion of thofe provifions which have been ftored in veflels for their 
{upply, and which muft be probably foon made defencelefs by the 
Want of amniunition, and fall into the hands of their enemies without 
the honour of a battle. 

But what to the pride of a Spaniard muft be yet a more fevere 
affliction, they have on the fame continent a natural confederate, 
who-is yet fo intimidated by the Britifh fleets, that he dares neither 
afford them refuge in his daminions, nor fend his troops to their 
affifiance. The Queen, amidft all the ichemes which-her unbounded 
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ambition forms for the exaltation of her family, finds her own fon, 


after having received a kingdom from her kindnefs, reftrained from 


fupporting her, and reduced to preferve thofe territories which fhe 
has beftowed upon him, by abandoning her from whom he‘ re- 
ceived them. 

Thefé, my Lords, are the inconveniencies which’ the Spaniards 
feel from our fleets in the Mediterranean; and even thefe, however 
embarraffing, however deprefling, are lighter than thofe which ,our 
American navy produces. It is apparent, that money is» equivalent 
to ftrength, a propofition of which, if it could be doubted, the Spanifh 
Monarchy would afford fufficient proof, as it has been: fora long 
time fupported only by the power of riches. It is therefore impof- 
fible to weaken Spain more fpeedily or mcre certainly, than by in- 
tercepting or ‘obftruating the annual fupplies of gold and filver: which 
fhe receives from her Américan provinces, by which fhe was once 
enabled to threaten flavery to all the neighbouring nations, and in- 
cited to begin, with the fubjection of this ifland, her mighty fcheme 


‘of univerfal monarchy, and by which fhe has fill continued to exalt 


herfelf to an equality with the moft powerful nations, to erect new 
kingdoms, and fet at defiance the Auftrian power. 

Thefé fupplies, my Lords, are now, if not wholly,, yet ina great 
meafure withheld ;°and by all the efforts which the Spaniards now 
miake, they aré exhauiting their vitals, and wafting the. natural 
ftreneth of their native country. While they made war with ad- 
ventitious treafures; and only fquandered one year what another 
would repay them, it was not eafy to forefee how long their pride 


mt 


would incline ‘them’ to ‘hold out againft fuperiorftrength,,. While 


“they were only engaged in a rain war, they might have. perfifted 


for a long time ina kind of paflive obf{tinacy; and while they were 


“engaged in no foreign enterprizes, might have {upported that trade 
“with each other which is neceflary for the fupport of life, upon the 


cfedit: of thofe treafures which are annually heaped up in their ftore- 
houfes, though they are not received; and by which, upon the ter- 
mination of the war, all their debts might at once be paid, and all 
their funds be re-eftablifhed. 

But at prefent, my Lords, their condition is: far \different; they 
have been tempted’ by the profpect'of enlarging their dominions to 
raife armies for diftant. expeditions, which muft be fupported in a 
foreign country, and can be {upported only by regular remittances of 

treafure, 
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treafure, and lave formed thefe projects ata time when the means 
of purfuing them are cut off. . They, have by one, war increafed 
their expences, when their receipts are obftructed by another. 

In‘ this ftatey my Lords, Iam certain the Spaniards are very far 
from thinking the hoftility of Britain merely nominal, and from en- 


quiring ine what, part of the world their enemies are to be found. 
The troops in Italy fee them failing in triumph over the Mediterra- 


nean, intercepting their provifions, and prohibiting thofe. fuccours 


which they expected from their confederate of Sicily. In Spain 
their taxes and their poverty, poverty which every day increafes, 
inform them, that the feas of America are poflefled by the feets of 
Britain, by whom their mines are made ufelefs, and their wealthy 
dominions reduced to an empty found. 

They may, indeed, comfort themfelves in their diftrefles with the 
advantages which their troops have gained over the King of Sardi- 
nia, and with the entrance which they {have forced into his domi- 
nions; but this can-afford them no long fatisfaction, fince they will 
probably never be able to break through the. paffes.at which they 
have attived, or to force their way into Italy; and muft perifh at 
the feet of inaccefiible rocks, where they are now fupported at fuch 
an expence, that they are more burthenfome to their own. matter, 
than to the King of Sardinia. 

Of this Prince [ Know not why it has been afferted, that he: will 
probably violate his engagements to Britain and Auftria; that, he 
will purchafe peace by peritdy, and grant.a paflage to the army..of 
Spain. His conduct has certainly given hitherto no reafon for fuch 
an imputation; he has oppofed them with fortitude and vigour, and 
addrefs; nor has he failed in any of the duties required of a general 
oran ally; he has expofed his perfon to the moft urgent dangers 
4nd his dominions to the ravages of war; he has rejected all the fo- 
licitations of France, and fet her menaces at defiances -and furely, 
my Lords, if no private man ought to be cenfured without juft, rea- 
fon, even in familiar difcourfe, we ought itll to be-more cautious 
of injuring the reputation of Princes by public. reproaches, in ‘the 
folemn debates of national Aflemblies. 

The fame licentioufnefs of fpeech has not, indeed, been extended 
to all the Princes mentioned in this debate. » The Emperor has, been 
treated with remarkable decency as the lawful Sovereign of Ger- 
fnany, as one who cannot be oppofed without rebellion, and againtt 
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whom we therefore! cannot! expect that the troops of Hanover fhould 


prefume to’ act, ‘fince they mut expofe their country: tothe feverities 
of the imperiakinterdi@. 


as ‘The noble Lords'who have thus ardently aflerted the rights-of the 
Emperor, who have reprefented in {uch ftrong laneuage the crime of 


% 


violating the German conftitutions, and have commended the news 
trality of the King of Pruffia, as proper to be imitated by all the’ reft 
of the Princes of the empire; have forgotten, or’ hoped that ethers 
would forget, the injuftice and violence by which he! exalted himfelf 
to the Throne, from which the y appear'to think it a facrilégious’ at. 


ss 


- tempt to endeavour to thruft him down. They forget, ‘that one of 
the’ votes was illegally fufpended, and that the reft were’ extorted by 


Vim 


the terror of an army. ‘They forgot, that he invitéd:the French into 

thé empire, and that he is erly of all the ravages which have been 
committed and all.the blood that has been fhéed; fince the death of the’ 
Emperor, in the defence of the Pragmatic Sanétion which. he invadedy 
though ratified by the fole mn confent of the imperial ‘diet. 

In defence of the Pragmatic San&tion, ny Lords, which all the 
Princes of the Empire, excent his Majetty, faw violated without con- 
cern, are we now hi red to exert our force; we are required only 
to perform what we promifed by the mott folemn ‘treaties, which, 


though they have been broken by the cowardice or ambition. of other ! 
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powers, it will be our gréateft honour to: obferve with exemplary 
idelity ; 

Vith) this view, as your) Lordfhips have already been informed, 
the Hanoverian troops will march into the empire; nor has their 


march. been hitherto delayed, either becaufe there: was yet ‘no regular 


icheme* projected)’ or becaufe they were obliged to wait for the per- 
if 7s Daye Tg CP , £ Dhow {Ta sy 

milion ol the ising of Prufia, or becaufe they intended only toamufe 
Hurope with: an empty fhow 5 they were: detained, my pve in 
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Plandersy: becaufe it was be cheved, that they were more! ufeful there 


| 1 ut thar wads ¥ ; tld be in any otk et piace, becaufe:they at once cen- 
et couraged theitates, alarmed the F raion defended'the Low Countries, 
a ae nd/ kept the-communicaticn open between the Queen’s dominions 
it Hh us thote of her allies. | Nor. were thefe advantages, my Lords, 


chimerical, and fuch as are only fuggefted by a) warm imagination’; 


lof itis evident that iby ke eping their 


ecu 
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fration in thofe ‘countries, they 
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lave changed the diate of the war, that they have protected the Queen 
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given her ‘an opportunity» of eftablifhing herfelf inthe -pofleffion of 
Bavaria; that the French forces inftéad-of being fent°either.to the 
3 i © 
affiftance of the King of Spain againfft the Kine of Sardinia; or of 
Fer | i oS Ss ¥) 
the Emperor, for the recovery of thofe dominions which he-has loft 


by an implicit confidence in their alliance, have been ‘neceflarils 
y f 2 v 


drawn down to the oppofite’ extremity of their dominions, where they 
are of no ufe either to their own country, or to, their confederates. 
The united troops of Britain and Hanover, therefore, carried’ on the 
war, by living at eafe in their quarters in Flanders more efficacioufly, 
than if they had marched immediately into Bavaria or Bohemia. 
Thus, my Lords, 1 have endeavoured to fhow the juftice of our 
defigns and the ufefulnefs of the meafures by. which we have endea+ 
voured to execute them ;’ and doubt not, but your. Lordfhips -will, 
upon confidering the arguments which have been urged.on either fide, 


and thefe which your own reflections will fuggeft, allow that it was 


not only juft but neceflary to take into our pay the troops of Hanover, 
for the fupport of the Pragmatick Sanction and the prefervation of 
the Houfe of Auftria; and that fince the fame reafons which induced 
the government to hire them, fill make it neceflary to retain them, 


you will prefer the ceneral happinefs of Europe, the obfervation of 
public faith, and the fecurity of our own liberties and thofe of, our 
pofterity, to a {mail alleviation of our prefent expences, and unani+ 
moufly reject a motion, which has no other tendency than to refign 
the world into the hands of the French, and purchafe a fhort and 
dependent tranquillity by the lofs of all thofe bleflings which make 
life defirable. | 

Lord Lonspate fpoke next to the following effet :—My Lords, 
Notwithftanding the confidence with which the late meafures of the 
government have been defended by their authors, [ am not yet fet 
free from the feruples which my own obfervations had raifed, and 
which have been ftrengthened by the affertions of thofe noble Lords, 
who have fpoken in vindication of the motion. 

Many of the objections which have been raifed and enforced with 
all the power of argument, have yet remained unanfwered, or thofe 
anfwers which have been offered are fuch as leave the argument in its 
full ftreneth. Many of the affertions which have been produced feem 
the effects of hope rather than conviction, and we are rather told 
what we are to hope from future meafures, than what advantages we 
have received from the paft. 
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Tam, indeed, one.of thofe whom it will be difficult to.convince of 
the propriety of engaging in a new war, when we are unfuccefsful. in 
that which we, have, already, undertaken) and of provoking a, more 
powerful.enemy, when all our attempis.are baffled. by a weaker; and 
cannot yet fet. myfelf free from the apprehenfion of new defeats, and 
new difgraces from the arms of France, after having long, feen how 
little we are. able to punifh the infolence of Spain, ., L.cannot-but fear 
that by an ill-timed and ufelefs oppafition to. {chemes, .which,.how- 
ever deftructive or unjuft, we cannot, obviate, we fhall, fubject our- 
felves to numberlefs calamities, that the ocean will be covered! with 
new fleets of privateers, that our commerce will be interrupted 
every part of the world, and that, we fhall only provoke Franceito 
feize what fhe would at leaft have {pared fome time longer. 

But, my,Lards, if it be granted, that the Pragmatick San@iomis 
obligatory to us, though it is violated by every other power, that we 
fhould labour to reduce the powers of Lurope to an equipoife, when- 

ever accident or folly produces any alteration of the balance ; and 
that we are now not, to preferve the tloufe of Auftria from falling, 
but, raife it from the.duft, and reftore it to its ancient {plendor,, even 
at the hazard of a war with that power which now gives laws to. all 
the weftern nations; yet it will not furely be afferted, that we ought 
to be without limits, that we ought to preferve the Houfe of Auftria 
not only by the sein of, our own country, but by. its certain ruin, 
and endeavour to ayert the poflibility of flavery. by fubjeQing- ourfelves 
to miferies more fevere than the utmoft arrogance of conqueft, or the 
moft cruel wantonne({s of tyranny, would infliG upon us. 

I have obferved, that many Lords have expreffed in this debate an 
uncommon ardour. for. the fupport of the Queen of Hungary; -nor isit 
without pleafure, that I fee the moft laudable of all motives, juftice 
and compaftion, operate in this great Affembly with fo much force. 
May. your, Lordthips- always continue to ftand the oreat advocates for 
public faith, and the, patrons of true. greatnefs in) diftrefs, may 
magnanimity always gain your regard, and calamity find fhelter 
under, your protection, | 

I likewife, my Lords, defire to be remembered among thofe who 
reverence thé virtues and pity the miferies of this ilhuftrious Princefs, 
who. look with deteftation on thofe who. have invaded the’ dominions 
which they had obliged themfelves by folemn treaties to defend, and 
who have taken adyanta aze of the general confederacy againft her, to 


enrich 
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enrich themfelves with her fpoils, who have infulted her diftrefs and 
ageravated her misfortunes. 


But, my Lords, while I feel all thefe fentiments of compaffion for 
the Queen‘of Hungary, I have not yet been able to forget, that my 
own country claims a nearer regard ; that [am obliged both by in- 


tereft and duty to preferve myfelf and my pofterity, and my fellow- 
fubjets from thofe miferies which I lament; when they happen to 
others, however diftant, I cannot me remember, that Iam not to 
fave another from deftruCtion’ by deftroying myfelf, nor to -refcue 


Auttria by the ruin of Britain. 

Though I am therefore, my Lords, not unwilling to affift ite 
Queen of Hungary, I think it neceflary to fx the limits of our re- 
gard, to enquire how far we may proceed with fafety, and what -ex- 
pences the nation can bear, and how thofe expences, may be beft 
employed. The danger of the Queen of Hungary ought not to have aa 
effect which would be reproachful, even if the danger was our own: 
It ought not fo far to engrofs our faculties as to hinder us from at+ 
tending to every other object. “Lhe man, who runs into a ¢teater 
evil to avoid a lefs, evidently fhews, that he is defective either in 
prudence or in courage, that either he wants the natural power of 
diftinguifhing, or that his dread of an approaching, or his impatience 
of a preient evil, has taken it away. 

Let us therefore examine, my Lords, the meafures with ‘which 
thofe who are intrufted with the adminiftration of public’ affairs, 
would periuade us to concur, and enquire whether they are fuch as 
can be approved by us without danger to our country. Let us con- 
fider, my Lords, yet more nearly, whether they are not, fuch as we 
ourfelves could not be prevailed upon even to regard as the object of 
deliberation, were we not dazzled on one part by g glaring profpects of 
triumphs and honours, of the reduction of France, and the refeue of 
the world, of the propagation of hberty, and the defence of religion, 
and intimidated on the other by the view of approaching calamities, 
the cruelties of perfecution, and the hardfhips of flavery. 

All the arts of exaggeration, my Lords, have been praétifed to’ re- 
concile us to the meafures which 'are now propofed, and indeed all are 
neceflary: for the expences to which we are about to condemn this 
nation are fuch as it is not able to bear, and to which no Lord in 
this Houfe would confent were he calm enough to number the fums. 
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6 prove'the truth ofthis aflertion, one queftion/ 1s neceffary.) (Ts 


any is Aflembly willing to afitk the Queen of Hungary at 
the ‘expence of -fixteen’ hundred thoufand a year?—-I think the/ani- 
verfalfilence ofthis Affembly is a misma sees proof, that no), oneiis 
ities T will! however repeat my queftion.<=Is any: Lord:'in this 
Affembly ‘willing that this nationdhould afi the Queen of Hungary 


at the aiiniual expence of inten hundred thoufand pounds The 


Houfe is; as I expected, Mill filent, and therefore 1 may mow: fafely 
proceed upon the fup seifien of an unanimous negative. || Nor does 
any thing remain in order to evince ‘the impropriety of the meafures 
which we are about to purfue, but that every Lord may reckon up 
the fum required for the fupport of thofe troops. Let him take'a view 
of our military -eftimates, and he will quickly be convinced, how 
much we are condemned to fuffer in this caufe. He will find; that 
we are about not only to remit yearly into a foreign country more 
than a million and a half of money, but to hazard the lives of multi- 
tudes of our fellow-fubjects, in a quarrel which at moft affects us but 
yemotely; that we are about to incur as auxiliaries an expence 
greater than that which tl 

The fum which Dhave me a iaiie my Lords, enormous as it may 
appear, is by no means exaggerated beyond the truth, Whoever 


principals fuftain. 


fhall. examine the common military eftimates, will eafily be con- 
vineed, that the forces which we now mairitain upon the Continent 
cannot be fupported at lefs expence; and that-we are therefore.about 
to exhauft our colintry in a diftant quarrel, and to lavifh our blood 
and treafure with ufelefs p 
eae at leaft ufelefs to any other 
our pea and our riches ; not 


This profution, my Foals} 1s 
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it is:contrary to Ee nat Ad ie i an dee to angie’ in wars on 
the continent, nor becaufe we fhall Jofe more ‘by the diminution of 
éur commerce, than we fhall gain by an annual vidtory,; It is ufe- 
s by long negligence been 


efs,, not. becaufe the power of France ha 


sofition, nor becaufe the, Queen .of 


2 


fuitered to {well beyond al! 
Hungary ought not to be eed at the hazard of this kingdom, 
though all t ns are of importance enough to claim our con- 
fideration. It.is ufelefs, my Lords, becaufe the’ Queen of Hungary 
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of this fum will enable her to raife, and to maintain, a greater body 
of men than have now been fent her. 

Nor will the troops which fhe may be thus enabled :to raife, my 
Lords, be only more numerous, but more likely to profecute the war 


with ardour ; and to conclude it therefore with fuceefs. They will 
ficht for the prefervaton of their own country, they will draw their 
{words te defend their houfes and their eftates, their wives and their 
children from the rage of tyrants and invaders ; they will enter the 
field as men who cannot leave it to their enemies without refigning 


& 


all that makes life valuable ; and who will therefore more willingly dic 
than turn their backs, 


It may reafonably be imagined, my Lords, that the Queen will 
place miore confidence in fuch forces, than in troops which are te 
fight only for honour or-for pay; and that fhe will-expect from the 
affection of her own fubjects, a degree of zeal and conftancy whicla 
fhe cannot hope to excite in foreigners; and that fhe will think 
herfelf more fecure in the protection of thofe whofe fidelity fhe may 
fecure by the folemnity of an oath, than thofe who have no particular 
yegard for her perfon, nor any obligations to fupport her government. 

It is no inconfiderable motive to this method of affifting our ally, 
that we fhall entirely take away from France all pretences of hof- 
tilities or refentment, fince we fhall not attack her troops or invade 
her frontiers, but only furnifh the Queen of Hungary with money, 


without directing her how to apply it: I am far, my Lords, from 
being fo much intimidated by the late increafe of the French great- 
nefs, as to imagine, that no limits can be fet to their ambition. I 
am far from defpairing, that the Queen of Hungary alone fupported 
by us with pecuniary affiftance, may be able to reduce them to 
folicitations for peace by driving them out of her dominions,’ and 
 purfuing them into their own. But as the chance of war is always 
uncertain, it is furely moft prudent to chufe fuch a conduct as may 
exempt us from danger in all events; and fince we are not certain of 
conquering the French, it is, in my opinion, moft eligible not to 
provoke them, becaufe we cannot be conquered without ruin. 
This method is yet eligible on another account ; by proceeding 
with frugality, we fhall gain time to obferve the progrefs of the war, 
and watch the appearance of any favourable opportunity, without ex- 
haufting ourfelves fo far as to be made unable to improve them. 

The 


Py 


Le 


LSLSis: 


dx... omst 


et 


3 


iia s: 


i ee | 
e 7 +. 


baths, 


364 Dyke ood ha [FEB. Ty 


The time, my Lords, at which we fha]l be: thus exhaufted, at 
which we fhall be reduced to an abfolute inability to raife an! army or 
equip a fleet, is not ata great diftance. If our late profufion be for 
a fhort time continued, we fhall quickly have drained the laff remains 
of the wealth of our country. We have long gone on from year’ to 
year, raifing taxes and contra€ting debts; and unlefs the riches of 
Britain are abfolutely unlimited, muft in a fhort time reduce them to 
nothing., Our expences are not all, indeed, equally deftrudtive ; 
fome, though the method of raifing them be vexatious and opprefiive, 
do not much impoverifh the nation, becaufe they are refunded by the 
extravagance and luxury of thofe who are retained in the pay of the 
Court; but foreign wars threaten immediate deftrution, fince the 
money that is {pent in diftant countries ‘can never fall back into’ its 
former channels, but is diflipated on the continent and irrecover- 
ably loft. 

When this confideration is prefent to my mind, and on this occa- 
fion no man who has any regard for himfelf or his pofterity can’ omit 
it, Tcannot but think with horror on a vote by which fuch prodigious 
fums are wafted into another region: I cannot but’ tremble ‘at the 
found of a tax for the fupport of a foreign war, and think a French 
army landed on our coafts not much more to be dreaded: than’ the 
annual payment to which we appear now to be condemned, and 
from which nothing can preferve us but the Addrefs which is now 
propofed. . 

By what arguments the Commons were perfuaded, or by what 
motives incited to vote a fupply for the fupport of this mercenary 
force, I have not yet heard; nor as a Member of this *Houfe, miy 
Lords, was it neceflary for me to enquire. ‘Their authority, though 
mentioned with fo much folemnity on this eccafion, is to have no 
influence on our determinations. If they are miftaken, it is more 
neceflary for us to enquire with uncommon caution, If they are 
Corrupt, it is more neceflary for us to preferve our integrity. If we 
are to comply blindly with their decifions, our knowledge or experi- 
ence are of no benefit to our country, we only wafte time in ufelefs 
folemnities, and may be once more declared ufclefs to the public. 

The Commons, my Lords, do not imagine themfelves, nor are 
imagined by the nation, to conftitute the legiflature. “Phe people, 
when any uncommon heat prevails in the other Houfe, difturbs their 
debates and over-rules their determinations, have been long accuf- 
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tomed'to- expect redrefs and fecurity from our calmer counfels ; and 
have.confidered this .Houfe as, the place where reafon and juftice may 
be heard, when by clamour and uproar they are driven from the other. 
On this occafion, my Lords, every Britain fixes his eyes upon us, 
and every man who has fagacity enough to difcover the difmal ap- 
proach of public poverty, now fupplicates your Lordfhips, by agree- 
‘ing to this Addrefs, to preferve him from it. 

Then the SPEAKER. fpoke to the following purport :—-My Lords, 
Having very attentively obferved the whole progrefs of this important 
debate, and confidered with the utmoft impartiality the arguments 
which have. been made ufe. of on each fide, I cannot think the quef- 
tion before us doubtful or difficult ; and hope that I may promote a 
{peedy decifion of it by recapitulating what has been already urged, 
that the debate may be confidered at one view, and by adding fome 
obfervations which have arifen to my own thoughts on this occafion. 

At the firft view of the queftion before us in its prefent ftate, no 
man can find any reafons for prejudice in favour of the Addrefs pro- 
pofed: This Houfe is, indeed, yet divided, and many Lords have 
{poken on each fide with great force and with great addrefs ; but the 
authority of the other Houfe, added to the numbers which have al- 
ready declared in this for the fupport of the foreign troops, 1s fuf- 
ficient to turn the balance, in the opinion of any man who contents 
himfelf to judge by the firft appearance of things ; and muff incline 
him to imagine that pofition at leaft more probable, which is-ratifie 
by the determination of one Houfe and yet undecided by the other. 

I know, my Lerds, what may be objected to thefe obfervations on 
the other Houfe, and readily agree with the noble Lord, that our de- 
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terminations ought not to be influenced by theirs, But on this occa~ 


fion, l introduce their decifion not as the decres of legiflators, but as 
the refult of the confideration of wife men ; and in this fenfe it may be 
no lefs reafonable to quote the determination of the Commons, than 
to introduce the opinion of any private man whofe knowledge or ex- 
perience-give his opinion a claim to our regard, 

Nor. do I mention the weight of authority on one fide as fufficient 
to influence the private determination of any in this great Afiembly. 
It is the privileze andthe duty of every man, who poflefles a feat in 
the higheft council of his country, to make ufe of his own eyes and 
his own underftanding,. to reject thofe arguments of which he cannot 
find the force, whatever effect they may have upon others, and to 
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difcharge the great: truft conferred upon him by confulting no con- 
{cience but his own. | 

Yet though we are by no means to fuffer the determinations: of 
other men to reprefs our enquiries, we may certainly make ufe of 
them to affift them ; we may very properly therefore inquire the! rea- 
ions that induced the other Houfe to approve thofe bills which. aré 
brought before them, fince it is not likely that their confent was Obes 
tained without arguments, at leaft probable, though they are not’ to 
be by us confidered as conclufive upon their authority. -The chief 
advantage which the public receives from a legiflature formed of 
feveral diftinét powers, is, that all laws mutt pafs through many deli- 
berations of aflemblies independent on each other, of which, if the 
one be agitated by faction or diftrated by divifions, it may be hoped, 
that the other will be calm and united, and of which it can hardly be 
feared that they can at any time concur in meafures apparently de- 
fiructive to the commonwealth. 

But thefe enquiries, my Lords, however proper or neceflary, are 
to be made by us not in folemn aflemblies, but in our private cha- 
racters ; and therefore I fhall not now lay before your Lordships what 
I have heard from, thofe whom I have confulted for the fake of obtain- 
ing information on this important queftion, or fhall:at leaft not offer 
it asthe opinion of the Commons, or pretend to add to it any in- 
fluence different from that of reafon and truth. 

The arguments which have been offered in this debate’ for the mo- 
tion, are indeed fuch as do not make any uncommon expedients ne- 
ceflary, they will not drive the advocates for the late meafures to feck 
a refuge in authority initead of reafon. They require, in my opinion, 
only to be confidered with a calm attention, and their force will im- 
mediately be at an end. 

The moft plaufible objeQion, my Lords, is, that the meafures to 
which your approbation is now defired, were concerted and‘executed 
without the concurrence of the Senate; and it is therefore urged, 
that they cannot now deferve our approbation, becaufe it was not 
afked at the proper time. 

In order to an{wer this objection, my Lords, it is neceflary to con- 


fider'it more diftin@ly than thofe who made it appear to have done, 
that we may not fuffer ourfelves to confound queftions real and 
perfonal, to miftake one object for another, or to be confounded by 
different views, 
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That-the confent of the Senate was not afked; my Lords, fuppofing 


3 


it a neglect, and a neglect of a criminal kind, of a ten ndency to weaken 
our-authority,and fhake the foundations of our conftitution, which is 
the utmoft that the moft ardent imagination, or the mott henshihesi 


rhetoric can utter or fuggeft, may be indeed a juft reafon for invective 


; aN : : : (ee gleee ay! Ee nae = 
againft ithe minifters, but is of no force if urged againit the meatures 


‘Lo take auxiliaries in our pay may be right, though j it might be wrong 
to hire them without applying to the Senate; ast is proper to.throw 

water upon a fire, though it was conveyed to the piace without the 
leave of thefe. from. whofe well.it was drawn, or over whole. ground , 
it was carried. 

If the liberties of Europe be really.in danger, if our treaties oblige 
us, to-afift the Queen of Hungary againit the invaders of her,do- 
minions, if the ambition of France requires to be reprefled, and. the 
powers of Germany to be alle againft her by nie ertain profpect 
of a vigorous fupport, I cannot difcover the propriety.of this motion, 
even fuppofing that we have not found from the minifters ail the 
refpect that we have a right todemand. Asa lawful authority may 
do.wrong, fo right may be fometimes done by an unlawful power ; 
and furely, though ufurpation ought t be punifhed, the benefits which 
have been procured by it, are mot to Fi thrown away.» We may, re- 
tain the troops that sie beem hired, :if they are ufeful, though we. 
fhould cenfure the miniftry. for taking them, into pay. 

But the motion to. which our. concurrence is now fequired, is a 
motion by which we are to. punifh ourfelves for the, crime of the 
minifters, by which we are about to leave ourfelves, defencelefs, be- 
caufe. we-have been armed: without.our confent, and,.to refign up 
all our rights and privileges to France, becaufe we fufpe, that they 
have not been fufficiently regarded on this occalion by our minifters, 

Thofe noble Lords who have dwelt with the greateft ardour on 
this omiffion, have made no propofition for esttoaing thofe; whom 
they condemn. as the authors of it, though this objection, muft ter 
minate in an enquiry into their conduct, and has no real relation ta 
the true queftion now before us, which is, Whether the auxiliaries 
be of any ufe? If they are ufelefs, they ought to be difcharged with 
out any other reafon; if they are neceffary, they ought to be retained, 
whatever cenfure may fall upon the miniftry. 

lL am, indeed, far, from thinking, that when your Lordfhips have 
fufficiently examined the affair, you will think your privileges) in- 

vaded, 
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vaded, or the ner trepanned by artifice into expenfive meafures ; 
fince it will appear, that the miniftry in reality preferred the baat 
honeft to the fafeft methods of proceeding, and chofe rather to 
hazard themfelves, than to praCtife or appear to practife any fraud 
upon their country. 

When it was refolved in council to take the troops of Hanover 
into the pay of Britain, a refolution which, as your Lordfhips have 
already been informed, was made only a few days before the Senate 
rofe, it was natural to confider, Whether the confent of the Senate 
fhould not be demanded ; but when it appeared upon reflection, that 
to bring an affair of fo great importance before the laft remnant of 
a Houfe of Commons, after far the greater part had retired to the 
care of their own affairs, would be fufpected as fraudulent, and might 
give the nation reafon to fear, that fuch meafures were intended as 
the minifters were afraid of laying before a full Senate. It was 
thought more proper to de‘er the application to the next feffion, and 
to venture upon the meafures that were formed, upon a full cénvic- 
tion of their neceffity. 

This conduct, my Lords, was exaétly conformable to the demands 
of thofe, by whom the court has hitherto been oppofed, and who have 
fienalized themfelves as the moft watchful guardians of liberty. 
Among thefe men, votes of credit have never been mentioned but 
with deteftation, as acts of implicit confidence, by which the riches 
of the nation are thrown down at the feet of the miniftry to be 
fquandered at pleafure. When it has been urged, that emergencies 
may arife, during the recefs of the Senate, which may produce a 
neceflity of expences, and that therefore fome credit ought to be given 
which may enable the crown to provide againft accidents, it has 
been anfwered, that the expences which are incurred during the re- 
cefs of the Senate, will be either neceflary or not; that if they are 
neceflary, the miniftry have no reafon to diftruft the approbation of 
the Senate, but if they are ufelefs, they ought not to expeét it. And 
that, inftead of defiring to be exempted from any fubfequent cenfures, 
and to be fecured in exactions or prodigality by a previous vote, they 
ought willingly to adminifter the public affairs at their own hazard, 
and await the judgment of the Senate, when the time fhall come, in 
which their proceedings are laid before it. 

Such have hitherto been the fentiments of the moft zealous advo- 
cates for the rights of the people; nor did I expe@& from any man 

who 
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wlio defired’ to ‘appear under that character, that he would cénfure 
theminiftry for having thrown themfelves upon the judgment of the 
Senate, and neglected to fecure themfelves by any previous applica- 
tions, for having trufted in their own integrity, and expofed their 
conduct to an open examination without fubterfuges and without 
precautions. I-did not imagine, my Lords, that a Senate, upon 
whofe decifion all the meafures which have been taken, fo apparently 
depend, would have been ftiled a Senate convened only to regifter 
the determinations of the miniftry; or that any of your Lordfhips 
would think his privileges diminifhed, becaufe money was not de- 
manded before the ufe of it was fully known. 

If we lay afide, my Lords, all enquiries into precedents, and, 
without regard to any political confiderations, examine this affair 
nly by the hght of reafon, it will furely appear, that the miniftry 
could not, by any other method of proceeding, have fhewn equal re- 
gard to the Senate, or equal confidence in thei r juftice and. their 
wifdom. Had they defired a vote of credit, it might have been juflly 
objected, that they required to be trufted with the public money, 
without declaring, or being able to declare, how it was to be em- 
ployed ; that either they queftioned the wifdom or honefty of the 
Senate ; and therefore durft undertake nothing, till they were fecure 
of the fupplies neceflary for the execution of it. Had they informed 
both Houfes of their whole fcheme, they might have been {till charged, 
and charged with great appearance of juftice, with having preferred 


} 


their own fafety to that of the public, and having wire difcovered 
their defigns to the enemy, than trufted to the judgment of the Senate ; 
nor could any excufe have been made for a conduct fo contrary to all 
the rules of war, but fuch as mutt have difhonoured a the mi- 
nifters or the Senate, fuch as muft have implied, either. that the mea- 
{ures intended were unworthy of approbation, or that they were by 
no means certain, thateven the beft conduct would not be cenfured. 
Thefe objections they forefaw, and allowed to be valid ; and there- 
fore generoufly determined to purfue the end which every man was 
fuppofed to approve, by the beft means which they could. difcover, 
and to refer their conduct to a full Senate, in which they did not 
doubt: but their integrity, and perhaps their fuccefs, would find them 
vindicators. Inftead of F apali ing, therefore, to the remains of the 
Commons; afew days before the general recefs; inftead:of affembling 
their friends by private intimations, ata time when moft of thofe, 
Vou. I. Bb from 
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from whom they might have dreaded oppofition, had retired, they 
determined to attempt, at their own hazard, whatever they judged 
neceflary for the promotion of the common caufe, and to refer their 
meafures to the Senate, when it fhould be again aflembled. 

The manner in which one of the noble Lords, who have fpoken 
in fupport of the Addrefs, has thought it neceflary that they fhould 
have applied to us, is indeed fomewhat extraordinary, fuch as is 


certainly without precedent, and fuch as is not very confiftent with. 


the conftituent rights of the different powers of the legiflature. His 
Lordfhip has been, pleafed to remark, that the crown has entered into 
atreaty, and to afk why that treaty was not previoutly laid before the 
Senate for its approbation ? 

I know not, my Lords, with what propriety this contra for the 
troops of Hanover can be termed a treaty. It is well known, that 
no power in this kingdom can enter into a treaty with a foreign ftate 
except the King ; and it is equally certain, that, with regard to Ha- 
nover, the fame right is limited to the Elector. ‘This treaty there- 
fore, my Lords, is a treaty of the fame perfon with himfelf, a treaty 
of which the two counterparts are to receive their ratification from 
being figned with the fame hand. ‘This furely is a treaty of anew 
kind, fuch as no national aflembly has yet confidered. Had any 
other-power of Britain than its King, or in Hanover any other than 
the Elector, the right of entering into public engagements, a treaty 
might have been. made; but as the conftitution of both nations is 
formed, the treaty is merely chimerical and abfolutely impoffible. 

Had fuch a treaty, as is thus vainly imagined, been really made, 
it would yet be as inconfiftent with the fundamental eftablifhment of 
the empire, to require. that before it was ratified, it fhould have been 
laid before the Senate. To make treaties, as to make war, is the 
acknowledged and eftablifhed prerogative of the crown. When war 
is declared, the Senate ts indeed to confider, whether it ought to be 
carried on at the expence.of the nation; and if treaties require any 
fupplies to put them in execution, they likewife fall properly at that 
time under fenatorial cognifance: but to require that treaties fhall 
not: be tranfaéted without our previous concurrence, is almoft to an- 
nihilate the power.of the crown,. and to expofe all our defigns to the 
eppofition of our enemies, before they can be completed. 

If therefore the. troops of Hanover can be of ufe for the per- 


formance of our ftipulations, if they can contribute to the fupport 
of 
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of the Houfe of Auftria, the miniftry cannot; in my Opinion, be 
cenfured for having taken them into Britith pay; nor can we tefufe 
our concurrence with the Commons in providing for their fup- 
port, unlefs it fhall appear, that the defign for which all our ptepara- 
tions have been made, is fuch as cannot be executed, or fuch as ought 
not to be purfued. 

Several arguments have been offered to prove both thefe pofitions ; 
one noble Lord has afferted, that it is by no means for the advantage 
either of ourfelves or any other nation, to reftore the Houfe of Auftria 
to its ancient elevation; another, that it is by the imperial confitu- 
tions unlawful for any of the princes of Germany to make war upon 
the Emperor folemnly acknowledged by the Diet: They have en# 
deavoured to intimidate us, by turning our view to the difficulties by 
which our attempts are-obftructed ; difficulties which they affe& to 
reprefent as infuperable, at leaft to this nation in its prefent ftate. 
With this defign, my Lords, has the greatnefs of the French power 
been exaggerated, the faith of the King of Sardinia queftioned, 
and the King of Pruffia reprefented as determined to fuppart the 
pretenfions of the Emperor’; with this view has our natural aN 
been depreciated, and all our meafures and Hopes have been ridi 
culed, with wantonnefs, not very confiftent with the chara@er of a 
Britith patriot, 

Moft of thefe arguments, my Lords, have been already anfwered, 
and anfwered in fuch a manner as has, I believe, not failed of con-= 
vincing every Lord of their infufficiency, unlefs perhaps. thofe are 
to be excepted by whom they were offered. It has with great pro- 
priety been obferved, that the inconfiftency imputed to his Majefty 
in oppofing the Emperor for whom he voted, is merely imaginary ; 
fince it is not a neceflary confequence, that he for whom he voted 
is therefore lawfully elected; and becaufe his Majefty does not 
engage in this war “td the ree of dethroning the Emperor, but of 
{upporting the Pragmatic San&tion; nor does he oppofe him as the 
head of the German body, but as the invader of the dominions of 
Auftria. 

With regard to the propriety of maintaining the Auftrian family 
in its prefent pofleffions, and of raifing it, if our armis fhould be 
profperous, ‘to its ancient greatnefs, it has been fhewn, that no other 
power is able to defend Europe either again{t the Turks on one party 


or the French on the other ; two powers equally profefling the de- 
Bb2 ftructive 
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ftrudtive intention of extending their dominions without ‘limits, 
and of trampling upon the privileges and liberties of all the reft of 
mankind. 


It has been fhewn, that the general fcheme of policy uniformly 
purfued by our anceftors in every period of time, fince the increafe 


of the French greatnefs, has been to preferve an equipoife 6f power, 
g - . * ‘ 

by which all the fmaller ftates are preferved in fecurity. “It is apparent, 
that by this {cheme alone can the happinefs of mankind be preferved, 


and that no other family but that of Auttria is able to balance the 
Houfe of Bourbon. 


This equipoife of power has by fome Lords been imagined an airy 
{cheme, a pleafing fpeculation which, however it may amufe the 


imagination, can never be reduced to practice. It has been afferted, 
that the ftate of nations is always variable, that dominion is every day 
tranferred by ambition or by cafualties, that inheritances fall by want 
of heirs into other hands, and that kingdoms are by one accident 
divided at one time, and at other times confolidated by a different 
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évent ; that to be the guardians of all thofe, whofe credulity or folly 
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may betray them~to concur with the ambition of an artful neighbour, 


and to promote the oppreffion of themfelves, is an endlefs tafks ‘and 
that to obviate all the accidents by which’provinces may change their 
mafters, is an undertaking to which no human forefight is equal ; 
that we have not a right to hinder the courfe of fucceffion for our 
own intereft, nor to obftruct thofe contracts which independent 
princes are perfuaded to make, howeveér- contrary to their own inte- 
reft, or to the general advantage of mankind. And it has been con- 
cluded by thofe reafoners, that we fhould fhew the higher degree of 
wifdom, and the trueft, though not the moft refined policy, by at- 


tending fteadily to our own intereft, ‘by improving the diflenfions of 
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our neighbours to our own advantage, by extending our commerce, 


pe) 


our riches, without any regard to’ the happinels or 


and increafine 
mifery, freedom-or flavery of the reft of mankind. 


I believe I need not very laborioufly collect arguments to prove to 


your Lordfhips, that this feheme of felffh negligence, of fupine 


2 


franquillity; is equally imprudent and ungenerous ;: fince if we exa- 
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mine'the hiftory of the laft century, we fhall eafily difcover, that if 
his nation had not interpofed, the French had now been mafters of 
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more than half Europe ; and it cannot be imagined, that they would 
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nefs, that they would have fpared us out of tendernefs, or forborne 
to attack us out of fear. What the Spaniards attempted, though un- 
fuccefsfully,' from a more diftant part of the world, in the pride of 
their American affluence, would certainly have been once more en- 
deavoured by France, with far greater advantages, and-as it may be- 
imagined, with a different event. 

That it would have been endeavoured, cannot be doubted, becaufe 
the endeavour would not have been hazardous ; by once defeating 
our fleet, they might land their:forces, which might be wafted over 
ina very fhort time, and by a fingle victory they might conquer all 
the ifland,-or that-part.of it at leaft which is moft worth the labour 
of conqueft; and. though they fhould be -unfuccefsful, they could 
faffer nothing but the mortification of their pride, and would be ina 
fhort time enabled to make a new attempt. © 

Thus, my Lords, if we could’ preferve our liberty in the general 
fubjection of the weftern. part of the world, we fhould do it only by 
turning our iiland into.a garrifon, by laying afide all other employ- 
ment than the ftudy of war, and by making it our only care to watch 


our coatts: a ftate which furely. ought to be avoided at almoft any 


expefce and at any hazard. 

To think that we could extend our trade or increafe our riches in 
this ftate of the ‘continent, is to forget the effects of univerfal empire. 
The French, my Lords, would then be in pofleffion of all the trade 
of thofe provinces which fhe had conquered, they would be mafters 
of all their ports and of all their fhipping ; and your Lordfhips may 
eafily conceive with what fecurity we fhould venture upon the ocean, 
in a ftate of war, when all the harbours of the continent. afforded 
fhelter to our enemies. If the French privateers from’a few obfcure 
creeks, unfupported by a fleet of war, or at leaft not fupported by a 
navy equal to our own, could make fuch devaftations in our trade as 
enabled their country to hold out againft.the confederacy of almoft 
all the neighbouring powers; what, my Lords, might not be dreaded 
by us, when every fhip upon the ocean fhould be an enemy; when 
we fhould be at once overborne by the wealth and the numbers of 
our adverfaries ; .when the trade of the world fhould be in their: 
hands, and their navies no lefs numerous than their troops. 

I have made this digreffion, my Lords, I hope not wholly without 
neceflity, to few that the advantages.of preferring the equipoife of 
Europe are not, 4s theyhave been fometimes conceived, empty founds, 
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or idle notions ; but that by the balance of one nation againft ano- 
ther, both the fafety of other countries and of aur own is preferved ; 
and that therefore it requires all our vigilance and all our refolution to 
efiablifh and maintain it, 

That there may come a time in which this f{cheme will be no 
longer practicable, when a coalition of dominions may be inevitable, 
and when one power will be neceflarily exalted above the reft, is 
indeed not abfolutely impoffible, and therefore not to be peremptorily 
denied. But it is not to be inferred, that our care is vain at prefent, 
becaule, perhaps, it may fometime be vain hereafter; or that we ought 
now to fink into flavery without a ftrugele, becaufe the time may 
come, when our ftrongeft efforts will be ineffe€tual. 

It has indeed been almoft afferted, that the fatal hour is now arrived, 
and that, it is to no purpofe that we endeavour to raife any farther 
oppolition to the univerfal monarchy projeéted by France. We are 
told, that the nation is exhaufted and difpirited; that we have nei- 
ther influence, nor riches, nor courage remaining ; that we fhall be 
left to ftand alone againft the united Houfe of Bourbon; that the 
Auftrians cannot, and that the Dutch will not, affiftus; that the King 
of Sardinia will defert his alliance; that the King of Pruffia has de- 
clared againft us; and therefore, that by engaging in the fupport of 
the Pragmatic Sandtion, we are about to draw upon ourfelves that 
ruin which every other power has forefeen and fhunned. 

Iam far from denying, my Lords, that the power of France is 
great and dangerous; but can draw no confequence from that poli. 
tion, but that this force is to be oppofed before it is ftill greater, and 
this danger tq be obviated while it is yet {urmountable, and fur- 
mountable I ftill believe it by unanimity and courage, 

if our wealth, my Lords, is diminifhed, it is time to confine the 
commerce of that nation by which we have been driven out of the 
markets of the continent, by defiroying their fhipping, and intercept 
ing their merchants. If our courage is deprefled, it is deprefled not 
by any change in the nature of the inhabitants of this ifland, but by a 
long courle of inglorious compliance with the demands, and of mean 
fubmiffion to the infults, of other nations, to which it is neceflary ta 
put an end by vigorous refolutions. 

If our allies are timorous and wavering, it is neceflary to encou-~ 
rage them by vigorous meafures ; for as fear, fo courage, is produced 
by example; the bravery of afingle man may withhold an army from, 

flight, 
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flight, and other nations will be afhamed to difcover any dread of that 
power which France alone fets at defiance. “They will be lefs afraid 
to declare their intentions, when they are convinced that we intend 
to fupport them ; and if there be, in reality, any prince who does 
not favour our defign, he will be at leaft lefs inclined to obftruct it, 
as he finds thé oppofition, which he muft encounter, more formidable. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I am far from difcovering the juftnels 
of the opinion which has prevailed very much in the nation, on this | 
occafion, that we are not to a& without allies, becaufe allies are moft 
eafily to be procured by acting, and becaufe it is reafonable and 
neceflary for us to perform our part, however other powers may 
neglect theirs. 

The advice which the Senate has often repeated ti to his Majefty; 
has been to oppofe the progrefs of France ; and though it fhould be 
allowed, that he has been advifed to proceed in concert with ‘bis allies, 
yet it muft be underftood to fuppofe fuch allies as may be found to 
have courage and honefty enough to concur with him. It cannot be 
intended, that he fhould delay his affiftance till corruption is re- 
claimed, or till cowardice is animated; for to promife the Queen 
of Hungary affiftance on fuch terms, would be to infult her calami- 
ties, and to withhold our fuccours till fhe was irrecoverably ruined. 
The Senate could not infift that we fhould ftand neuter, till all 
thofe, who were engaged by treaty to fupport the Pragmatic Sanction, 
fhould appear willing to fulfil their ftipulations ; for even France is 
to be numbered among thofe who have promifed to fupport the Houfe 
of Auftria in its pofleffions, however fhe may now endeavour to take 
them away. 

Even with regard to that power from which moft affiflance may 
be reafonably expected, nothing would be more imprudent than to 
declare, that we determine not to at without them; for what then 
would be neceflary, but that the French influence one town in 
their provinces, or one deputy in their aflemblies, and ruin the Houfe 
of Auftria in fecurity and at Jeifure, without any other expence than 
that of a bribe. 

It was therefore neceflary to tranfport our troops into Flanders, 
to fhew the world, that we were no longer inclined to ftand idle 
fpeétators of the troubles of Europe; that we no longer intended to 
amufe ourfelves, or our confederates, with negociations which might 
produce no treaties, or with treaties which might be broken when- 
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ever the violation of them afforded any profpect of that advantage 3 
we were now refolved to facrifice the pleafures of neutrality, and the 
profits of peaceful traffic, to the fecurity of the liberties of Europe, 
and the obfervation of public faith, 

This necefiity was fo generally allowed, that when the firft body 
of troops was fent over, no objection was made by thofé who found 
themfelves inclined to cenfure the conduct of our affairs; but that 
they were not fuficiently numerous to defend themfelves, and would 
be taken prifoners by a French detachment; the miniftry were 
therefore afked, wh vy they did not fend a larger force, why they en- 
gaged in hoftilities, which could only raife the laughter of our ene= 
mies, and why, if they intended war, they did not raife an army fuffi- 
cient to profecute it? 

An army, my Lords, an army truly formidable, is now raifed, and 
affembled on the frontiers of France, ready to affift our ally, and to - 
put a {top to oe violence of invaiions. We now fee ourfelves once 
again united with the Houfe of Aufte ria, and-may hope once more to 
drive the Pathe) of mankind before us. But now, my. Lords, a 
clamour is propagated through the Haine: that thefe meafures which 
have been fo long defired, are pernicious and treacherous ; that we 
are armed not againft France, but againft. ourfelves; that our 
armies are fent over either not to fight, or to fightin a quarrel in 
which we have no concern ; to gain victories from which this nation. 
will receive no advanta eae to bring new difhonour upon: their 
country by a fhameful iia 

‘This clamour, which if it eee been confined to the vulgar, had 
been, perhaps, of no great importance, nor could have promoted any 
of the defior 


ie 
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ns of thofe by whom it was ratfed, has been mentioned 
in this Houfe as an argument in favour of the motion which is now 
under the confideration of your Lordfhips; and,it has been urged, 
that thefé meafures cannot be: proper, LekiiGe all meafures, by which 
his Majefty’s government is made unpopular, muft in the end be 
deftructive to the nation. 

On this occafion, my Lords, it is neceffary to confider the nature 
of popularity, and to enquire how far it is to be confidered in the 
adminiftration of public affairs. If by popularity is meant only a 
fudden fhout of applaufe, obtained hy a compliance with: the prefent 
inclination of the people, however excited, or of whatfoever tendency, 
{ fhall without fcruple declare, that popularity is tovbe:defpifed 5 it 
1S 
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is to be defpifed, my Lords, becaufe it cannot be preferved without 
abandoning much more valuable confiderations. “The inclinations 


ef the people have in all ages been too variable for regard. But if 


by popularity be meant that fettled cor fidence ‘and lafting efteem, 
which a good Government may juftly claim from the fubject, IT am 
far from denying that it is truly defirable; and that no wile man ever 
difregarded it. But this popularity, my Lords, is very confiftent 


with contempt of riotous clamours, and of miftaken complaints ; 


and is often only to be obtained by an oppofition to the reigning 


opinions, and a neglect of temporary difcontents; opinions which 
may be inculcated without: difficulty by favourite orators, and dif- 
contents which the eloquence of feditious writers may eafily produce 
on ignorance and unconftancy. 

How eafily the opinions of the vulgar may be regulated by thofe 
who have: obtained, by whatever methods, their efteem, the debate 
of this day, my Lords, may inform us; fince if the meafures againik 
which this motion is intended, be really unpopular, as they have 
been reprefented, it is evident that there has: been lately a very re- 
markable change in the fentiments of the nation; for itis yet a very 
little time fince the repreffion of the infolence of France, and the 
relief of the Queen of Hungary was fo generally wifhed, and fo im- 
portunately demanded, that had meafures like thefe been then formed, 
it isnot improbable that they might have reconciled the public to 
that man, whom the united voice of the nation has long laboured to 
overbear, 


It is indeed urged with a degree of confidence, which ought, in 
my opinion, to proceed from ftronger proof than has yet been pro~ 
duced, that no hoftilities are intended; that our armaments on the 
continent are an idle fhew, an inoffenfive oftentation, and that the 
troops of Hanover have been hired only to enrich the eleStorate, 
under the appearance of affifting the Queen of Hungary, whom in 
reality they cannot fuccour without drawing upon their country the 
imperial interdict. | 

It has been alledged, my Lords, that thefe meafures have been 
concerted wholly for the advantage of Hanover; that this kingdom 
is to be facrificed to the eleGtorate, and that we are in reality intended 
to be made tributaries to a petty power. 

In confirmation of thefe fuggeftions, advantage has been taken 
from every circumftance that could admit of mifreprefentation. The 

conftitution 
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conititution of the empire has been fal{ely quoted, to prove that they 
cannot act againft the Emperor, and their inactivity in Flanders has 
een produced asa pr “— that they do not intend to enter Germany. 

Whoever fhall confult the conftituent and fundamental paé by 
which. the aici form of government is eftablithed, will find, my 
t itis notin the power of the Emperor alone to lay any 
of the States of Germany under the ban; and that the eleftors are 
independent in their own dominions, fo far as that they may enter 
into alliances with foreign powers, and make war upoit each other. 

It appears therefore, my Lords, that nolaw prohibits the Ele@or 
of Hanover to fend his troops to the affiftance of the Queen of Hun- 
gary; he may in confequence of treaties march into Germany, and 
attack the confederates of the Emperor, or what is not now in- 
tended, even the Emperor himfelf, without any dread of the feve- 
rities of the ban. 

Nor does the continuance of the forces in Flanders thew any un- 
willingnefs to begin hoftilities, or any dread of the power of either 
Pruflia, whofe prohibition is merely i imaginary, or of France, who is 
not lefs perplexed by the neighbourhood of our army, than by any 
other method that could have been taken of attacking her; for being 
obliged. to have an equal force always in readinefs to obferve their 
motions, fhe has not been able to fend a new army againft the 
Auftrians, but has been obliged to leave the Emperor at their 
thercy, and fuffer them to recover Bohemia without bloodfhed, and 
eftablith themfelves at leifure in Bavaria, 

Nor is this, my sen the only advantage which has been gained 
by their refidence in Flanders; for the United Provinces have been 
animated to a comcurrence in dite common caufe, and have confented 
fo far to depart from their darling neutrality, as to fend twenty thou- 
fand of their forces to garrifon the barrier. Of which no man, I 
iuppofe, will faythat it is not of great importance to the Queen of 
Eiungary, fince it fets her free from the necefi ty of diftraGting her 


views, and dividi ing her forces for the defence of the moft diftant 


parts of her dominions at once; nor will it be affirmed, that this 
advantage could have probably been gained, without convincing our 
allies of fincerity, by fending an army into the continent. 

If.it be afked, What is farther to be expected from thefe troops ? 
ought to be remembered; my Lords, with how little propriety our 
public a fcheme of hoftile opera 


fions, 
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tions, and how much we fhould expofe ourfelves to our enemies, 
fhould'a precedent be eftablifhed by which our Generals would be 


ec 


incapacitated to form any private defigns, and an end would be for 
ever put to military fecrecy. 
What neceffity there can be for propofing arguments like thefe, 

I am not, indeed, able to difcover, fince the objections which have 
been made feem to proceed rather from obftinacy than conviction 5 
and the reflections that have been vented, feem rather the product of 
wit irritated by malevolence, than of reafon enlightened by calm 
confideration. The minifters have been reproached with Hanove- 


rian meafures, without any proof that Hanover is to receive the l¢aft 


advantage; and have been charged with betraying their country by 
thofe who cannot fhew how their country is injured, nor can prove 
either that intereft or faith would allow us to fit inactive in the 
prefent difturbance of Europe, or that we could have ated in any 
other manner with equal efficacy. 

It is fo far from--being either evident or true, my Lords, that 
Britain is facrificed to Hanover, that Hanover is evidently hazarded 
by her union with Britain. Had this eleftorate now any other 


Sovereign than the King of Great-Britain, it might have been 
fecure by a neutrality, and have looked upon the miferies of the 


neighbouring provinces without any diminution of its people, or 
difturbance of its tranquillity; nor could any danger be dreaded, 
or any inconvenience be felt, but from an open declaration in favour 
of the Pragmatic Sanction. 

Why the hire of the troops of any particular country fhould be 
confidered as an act of fubmiffion to it, or of dependency upon it, 
I cannot difcover; nor can I conceive for what reafon the troops of 
Hanover fhould be more dangerous, or lefs popular, at this than at 
any former time, or why the employment of them fhould be con+ 
fidered as any particular regard. If any addition of dominion had 
been to be purchafed for the electorate by the united arms of the 


fcheme, as contrary to the intereft of my native country; nor fhall 
_any Lord more warmly oppofe defigns that may tend to aggrandife 
another nation at the expence of this. But to hire foreigners, of. 
whatever country, only to fave the blood of Britons, is, in my opi« 
nion, an inftance of preference which ought to produce rather 
acknowledgments of gratitude, than fallies of indignation. 

5 Upon 
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Upon the moft exact furvey of this debate, I will boldly affirm, 
that I never heard in this Houfe a queftion fo untenable in itfelf, fo 
obftinately or fo warmly debated; but hope that the fophiftries which 
have been ufed, however artful, and the declamations which have 
been pronounced, however pathetic, will have no effe& upon your 
Lordfhips. I hope, that as the other Houfe has already agreed to 
fupport the auxiliaries which have been retained, and which have 
been proved in this debate to be retained for the ftrongeft reafons, 
and the moft important purpofes, your Lordfhips will fhew, by re- 
jecting this motion, that you are not lefs willing to concur in the 
fupport of public faith, and that you will not fuffer pofterity to charge 
you with the exaltation of France, and the ruin of Europe. 

The queftion was then put, and determined in ‘the negative, by 
go againit 35. 

After the conclufion of this long debate, the miniftry did not yet 
think their victory in repelling this cenfure fufficiently apparent, un- 

h 


° 


Jefs a motion was admitted, which might i ise a full and. unlimited 
approbation of their meafures; and there fore the Earl, of Scarbo- 
rough rofe, and {poke to the following effeét:—My Lords, It has 
been juitly obferved in the debate of this day, that the’ opinions .of 
the people of Britain are regulated ina great meafure by the deter- 
minations of this Houfe; that they confider this as the place where 
truth and reafon obtain a candid: audience; as a piace facred to 
juftice and to honour ; into which paffion, partiality and faction have 
been very rarely known to intrude; and thatt they therefore watch our 
decifions as the great rules of policy, and ftanding maxims of right, 
and readily believe ,thefe meafures neceflary in which we concur; 
and that conduct vintilanieable which has gained our approbation, 
This reputation, my Lords, we ought diligently to preferve, by 
an unwearied vigilance for the happinefs of our fellow-{ubjects ; and 
while we poflefs it, we ought likewife to employ its influence to 
beneficial purpofes, that the caufe and the effet may reciprocally 
produce each other ; that the people, when the profperity which they 
enjoy by our care, inclines them to repofe-in us an implicit confi- 
dence, may find that confidence a new fource of felicity; that they 
may reverence us, becaufe they are fecure and happy; and be fecure 
ag happy, becaufe they reverence us. 
‘This -great eh ae my Lords, it will not be very difficult to attain's 
the foundation of this exalted authority may eafily be laid, and the 
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fuperftructure raifed in a fhort time; the one may be laid too deep 
to be undermined, and: the other built too firmly to be fhaken; at 
Jeaft they can’ be impaired only by ourfelves, and may fet all exter- 
nal violence at defiance. 

To preferve the’ confidence of the people, and confequently to 
govern them without force, and without oppofition, it is only ne- 
ceflary that we never willingly deceive them; that we expofe the 
public affairs to their view, fo far as they ought to be made public 


in their true ftate; that we never fuffer falfe reports to circulate un- 
der the fan@tion of our authority, nor give the nation reafon to think 
we are fatisfied, when we are in reality fufpicious of illegal defigns, 
or that we fufpect thofe meafures of latent mifchiefs with which we 
are in reality completely fatisfied. 

But it is not fufficient, my Lords, that we publifh ourfelves no 
fallacious reprefentations of our counfels; it is neceflary likewife 
that we do not permit them to be publifhed, that we obviate every 
falfehood in its tife, and propagate truth with our utmoft diligence. 


For if we fuffer the nation to be deceived, we are not much lefs cri- 
minal than thofe who deceive it; at leaft we muft be confefled no 
longer to act as the guardians of the public happinefs, if we fuffer 
it to be interrupted by the difperfion of reports which we know to 
be at once falfe and pernicious. 

OF thefe principlés, which I fuppofe will not. be contefted, an eafy 
application may be made to the bufinefs of the prefent day. A 
queftion has been debated with great addrefs, gteat ardour, and 
reat obftinacy, which is in itfelf, though not doubtful, yet very 
much diffufed; complicated with a great number of circumftances, 
and extended to a-multitude of relations; and is therefore a fubject 
vpon which fophiftry may very fafely practife her arts, and which 
may be fhewn in very different views to thofe whofe intellectual light 
is too much contrasted to receive the whole object at once, 1t may 
eafily be afferted ‘by thofe who have long been accuftomed to affirm 
without feruple whatever they defire to obtain belief, that the argu- 
ments in favour of the’ motion, which has now been rejected by 
your Lordfhips, ‘weré unanfwerable ; and it will be no hard tafk to 
lay before their -atrdience fuch reafons as, though they have been» 
eafily confuted by the penetration and experience of your Lordfhips, 
may to men unacquainted with politics, and remote from the fources 
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It is therefore not fufficient that your Lordfhips have rejected. the 
former motion, and fhewn that you do not abfolutely difapprove the 
meafures of the government, fince it may be aflerted, and with fome 
appearance of reafon, that barely not to admit a motion by which all 
the meafures of the laft year would have been at once overturned and 
annihilated, is no proof that they have been fully juftified, and 
warmly confirmed, fince many of the tranfactions might have been 
at leaft doubtful, and yet this motion not have been proper. 

In. an affair of fo great importance, my Lords, an affair in which 
the intereft of all the weftern world is engaged, it is neceflary to 
take away all fufpicions, when the nation is about to be involved in 
@ war for the fecurity of ourfelves and our pofterity; in a war 
which, however profperous, muft be at leat expenfive, and which 
is. to. be carried on again{ft an enemy who, though not invincible, is 
in a very high degree powerful. It is furely proper to fhew in the 
moft public manner our. conviction, that neither prudence nor fru- 
gality has been wanting; that the inconveniencies which will be 
always felt in fuch contentions, are not brought upon us by wan- 
tonnefs or negligence ; and that no. care is omitted by which they 
are alleviated, and that they may be borne more patiently, becaufe 
they cannot be avoided. 

‘This atteftation, my Lords, we can only give by a folemn addref 
to his Majefty of a tendency contrary to that of the motion now 
rejected; and. by fuch an atteftation only can we hope to revivegthe 
Courage of the nation, to unite thofe in the common caufe of liberty 
whom falfe reports .have: alienated or fhaken, and to reftore to his 
Majefty that confidence which all the fubtilties of faction have been 
employed to impair. I therefore move, than an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, importing, ** That in the unfettled and 
dangerous fituation of affairs in Europe, the fending a confiderable 

body of Britith forces: into the Auftrian Netherlands, and augment- 
ing the fame with 16000 of his Majefty’s eletoral troops, and the 
Heffians in the Britith pay, and thereby in conjun@ion with the 
Queen of Hungary, troops in the Low Countries, forming a great 
army for the fervice of the common caufe, was a wife, ufeful, and 
neceflary meafure, manifeftly tending to the fupport and encourage 
ment of his Majefty’s allies, and the real and effectual affiftance of 
the Queen of Hungary, and the reftoring and maintaining the 
balance 
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balance of power, and has already produced .very advantageous 
confequences. 

The Earl of Oxrorp {poke next to.the following effect:—My 
Lords, The neceflity of fupporting our reputation, and of preferving 
the confidence of the public, I am by no means inclined to difpute, 
being convinced, that from the inftant-in which we fhall lofe the 

credit which our anceftors have delivered down to us, we fhall be 
no longer confidered as a part of the legiflature, but be treated by 


the people only as an Affembly of hirelings and dependents, convened 
at the pleafure of the Court to ratify its decifions without examina= 
tion, to extort taxes, promote flavery, and to fhare with the m= 
niftry the crime and the infamy of cruelty and oppreflion. 


For this reafon it is undoubtedly proper, that we avoid not only 
the crime, but the appearance of dependence; and that every doubt- 
ful queftion fhould be freely debated, and every pernicious polition 
publicly condemned; and that when our decifions are not agreeable 
to the opinion or expectations of the people, we fhould at leaft thew 


them that they are not the effects of blind compliance with the de-= 
mands of the miniftry, or of an implicit refignation to the direction 
of a party. We ought to fhew, that we are unprejudiced, and 
ready to hear truth; that our determinations are not dictated by any 
foreign influence, and that it will not be vain to inform us, of 
ufelefs to petition us. 

In thefe principles I agree with the noble Lord who has made the 
motion; but in. the confequences which are on this occafion to be 
drawn from them, I cannot but differ very widely from him; for, 
in my opinion, nothing can fo much impair our reputation, as an 
Addrefs like. that which is propofed; an Addrefs not founded either 
upon facts or arguments, and from which the nation can collect 
only, that the protection of this Houfe is withdrawn from them, that 
they are given up to ruin, and that they are to perifh as a facrifice to 
the intereft of Hanover. 

Let us confider what we are now invited to aflert, and it will 
eafily appear how well this motion is calculated to preferve and to 
advance the reputation of this Houfe. We are to aflert, my Lords, 


the propriety of a new war again{t the moft formidable power of 
the univerfe, at a time when we have been defeated and difgraced 
in our conquefts with a kingdom of inferior force. We are to 
declare our readinefs to pay and to raife new taxes, fince no. war can 
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be carried on without’ them, at a time when our commerce, the 
great fource of riches, is.obftruéted ; when the intereft of debts con- 
tracted during a long war, and a peace almoft equally expenfive, is 
preying upon our eftates, when the profits of the trade of future 
aces, and the rents’of the ,inheritances of our lateft defeendants are 
mortgaged; and what ought yet more to affect us, at a time when 
the outcry of diftrefs is univerfal, when the miferies of hopelefs 
poverty have funk the nation into defpair, when induitry fearcely re- 
tains ipirit fufficient to continue her labours, and all the lower~- ranks 
of mankind are overwhelmed with the. general calamity. 

‘There may perhaps be fome among your Lordthips who may 
think this reprefentation of the ftate of the public exaggerated be- 
yond the truth. There are many in this Houfe who fee no other 
fcenes than the magnificence of featts, the gaieties of balls, and the 
iplendor of a Court ; and it is not much to be wondered at, if they 
do not eafily believe what it is often their intereft to doubt, that this 
luxury is fupported by the diftrefs of millions, and that this magni- 
ficence expofes multitudes to nakednefs and famine. . It is my cuf- 
tom, when the bufinefs of the Senate is over, to retire to my eftate 
in the country, where I live without noife, and without riot, and 
take a calm and deliberate furvey of the condition of thofe that in- 
habit the towns and villages about me. I mingle in their converfa- 
tion, and hear their complaints; I enter their houfes, and find, by 
their condition that their complaints are juft; I difcover that they 
are daily impoverifhed, and that they are not able to ftruggle under 
the enormous burthens of public payments, of which I am:con- 
vineed, that they cannot be levied another year: without exhaufting 
the people, and fpreading univerfal beggary over the nation, 

What can be the opinion of the public, when they fee an Addrefs 
of this Houfe, by which new expences are recommended? Wil they 
not think that their ftate is defperate, and that they, are fold to 
flavery, from which nothing but infurrections and bloodfhed can re- 
leafe them! If they retain any hopes of relief from this.Houfe, they 
muft foon' be extinguifhed, when they find in the next -claufe, that 
we are funk to fuch a degree of fervility, a3 to acknowledge benefits 
which were never received, and to praife the invifible fervice of our 
army in Flanders. 

If it be neceflary, my Lords, to impofé upon: the public, let us at 
leaft endeavour to do it lefs grofsly; let us-not attempt to perfuade 


them, 
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them, that thofe forces have gained victories who have never feen an 
enemy, or that we are benefited by the tranfportation of our money 
into another country. 

If it be neceflary to cenfure thofe noble Lords who have fupported 
the former motion, and to punifh them for daring to ufe arguments 
which could not be confuted; for this is the apparent tendency of 


the prefent motion; let us not lofe all confideration of ourfelves, 


nor facrifice the honour of the Houfe to the refentment of the 


miniftry. 

For my part, my Lords, I fhall continue to avow my opinion in 
defiance of cenfures, motions and addrefles; and as I ftruggled 
again{t the former miniftry, not becaufe I envied or hated them, bu 
becaufe [ difapproved their conduct; I fhall continue to oppofe mea- 
fures equally deftructive with equal zeal, by whomfoever they are 
projected, or by whomfoever patronized. 


Lord Carrerer fpoke next to the following purpofe :—My 
Lords, After fo full a defence of the former motion as the late debate 


has produced, it is rather with indignation than furprize, that I 
hear that which is now offered, .It has been for a long time the 
practice of thofe who are fupported only by their numbers, to treat 
their opponents with contempt, and whom they cannot anfwer to 
infult them; and motions have been made, not becaufe they were 
thought right by thofe who offered them, but becaufe they would 
certainly be carried, and would by being carried mortify their 
opponents. 

This, my Lords, is the only intent of the prefent motion which 
can promote no ufeful purpofe, and which, though it may flatter the 
Court, muft be confidered by the people as an infult; and therefore, 
though I believe all oppofition fruitlefs, I declare that I never will 
agree to it. 

And tofhew, my Lords, that Ido not oppofe the miniftry for the 
fake of obftructing the public counfels, or of irritating thofe whom I 
defpair to defeat; and that I am not afraid of trufting my conduct 
to the impartial examination of pofterity, I fhall beg leave to enter, 


with my proteft, the reafons which have influenced me in this day’s 
deliberation, that they be confidered when this queftion fhall no 


longer be a point of intereft, and our prefent jealoufies and animo- 
fities are forgotten. 


[it was carried in the affirmative by 78 againf 35.] 
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February 21, 1742-2. 


DEBATE ON, SPIRIT U0 Use tO Toa. 


eRe ma AN se 0 
THE Bill for altering the es on Spirituous Liquors, and per- 


mitting them again to be fo ee wit fs Reflraint, which was fent 


oa 


by the Commons to the Houfe of aa produced there very long and 


ferious Deliberations, to which the Lords had every Day each a parti- 


cular Summons, as in Cafes of the higheft Concern. 


CT yy ° . 
The Bill was intitled, An At for repealing certain Duties on Spi- 


Ms TT q 5 oa ute. a 
rituous Liquors, and on Licences for retailing the fame, and for 
laying other Duties on Spirituous Liquors, and on Licences for 
retailing the faid Liquors. 


The Duties which were propofed to be repealed, were thofe laid by the 


AG gq G.I. which permitted no Perfon to jell Spirituous Liquors 
in lefs Quantity than two Gallons without a Licence, for which sol. 
aas to be paid. Whereas by the new Bill a {mall Duty per Gallon 
was laid on at the Still-bead, and the Licence was to coft but 208. 
which was to be granted only to fush as had Licences for felling Ale. 
On the Credit of this Aa, as Joon as it was paffed by the Commons, the 
Minifiry borrowed a large Sum at 3 per Cent. but it was under= 

ftood that the Sinking Fund was pledged as a collateral Security to pay 

any Deficiency. 

In about a Fortnight this Bill paffed all the Forms in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, almofi without Oppofitron ; and with little or no Alteration from 
the Scheme brought into the ne. on Ways and Means for raifing 
the Supply for the current Year, by Mr. Sandys, then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 

It was immediately carried up to the Houfe of Lords, where it was read 
for the firft Time on the 17th of February; and ordered a fecond 
reading on the 22d. 

On that Day the Commiffioners of Excife, according to an Order of the 
Houfe, brought an Account of the Sums arifing by the laft Ad, and a 
yearly Account for feveral Years paft; and attending were interrogated 
concerning the Execution of the laft Ad. 


The 
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The Bifbop of Oxford particularly enquired, whether it bad been effec- 


a 


k 


tually put in force, and Queftions of the fame Kind were afked by 


Lord Lonfdale and others; to which. the Commuiffioners anfwered, 
that it bad been diligently and vigaroufly executed fo far as they or their 


77” 7 4 22 Pi ie 4 
Offices had Power to enforce it; but that the Fuftices had net always 


os 


= . 7 
been equally zealous in ie their Endeavours; and that it wa 
wy 7 yy 


umpolfible to difcover all 


the Perey Dealers by whem it was infringed, 
Spirituous Liquors fiill continuing to be fold in fimall obfeure Shops, and 
at the Corners of the Streets. 

A Motion was alfo made, that three of the Phyficians of moft Note for 
their Learning and igatche ie ld be fummoned to attend the 
Houje, to declare their Opinion with Regard to the Effects of Spiri- 
tuous Liquors upon the human Body. But this was rejected by 33 
againft 17. 

The Bill was read the fecond Time on the Day appointed, when the Duef- 


tion being put, whether it foould be committed, Lord HERVEY rofe, 


and {poke to the following Effeé?: 


ra 


My Lords, Though I doubt not but the bill now before us will 
be promoted in this Houfe, by the fame influence by which it has 


been conducted through the other; yet I hope its fuccefs will be very 


different, and that thofe arts by which its confequences, however 
formidable, have been hitherto concealed, or by which thofe whofe 
bufinefs it was to have detected and expefed them, have been in- 
duced to turn their eyes afide, will not be practifed here with the 
fame efficacy, though they fhould happen to be atttempted with the 
fame confidence. I hope that zeal for the promotion of virtue, and 
that regard to public happinefs, which has on all occafions difin- 
guifhed this illuftrious Affembly, will operate now with uncommon 
energy, and prevent the approbation of a bill, by which vice is to 
be made legal, by which the fences of fubordination are to be thrown 
down, and all the order of fociety, and decency of regular eftablifh- 
ments be obliterated by univerfal licentioufnefs, and loft in the wild 
confufions of debauchery; of debauchery encouraged by law, and 
promoted for the fupport of meafures expen! nfive, ridiculous and 
unnecefiary. 


A law of fo pernicious a tendency fhall, at leaft, not pafs through 
this Houfe without oppolition; nor fhall drunkennefs be eftablifhed 
among us without the endeavour of one voice, at leaft to withhold 


its progrefs; for I now declare that I oppofe the commitment of this 
Cia 2 bill, 
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bill, and that I am determined to continue my oppofition to it in all 
the fteps by which the forms of our Houfe make it neceflary, that it 
fhould pafs before it can become a law. 

Nor do I fpeak, my Lords, on this occafion, with that diftruft 
and mental hefitation which are both natural and decent, when 
queftions are dubious, when probability feems to be almoft equally 
divided, when truth appears to hover between two parties, and by 
turns to favour every fpeaker, when fpecious arguments are urged on 
both fides, and the number of circumftances to be collected, and of 
relations to be adjufted is fo great, that an exact and indubitable de- 
cifion is fcarcely to be attained by human reafon, I do not, my 
Lords, now fpeak with the difidence of enquiry, or the uncertainty 
of conjecture, nor imagine that | am now examining a political ex- 
pedient of which the fuccefs can only be perfectly known by experi- 
ence, and of which therefore no man can abfolutely determine, 
whether it will be ufeful or pernicious, or a metaphyfical difficulty 
which may be difcuffed for ever without being decided. 

In confidering this bill, my Lords, I proceed upon ftated and in- 
variable principles. I have no facts to examine but fuch as to the 
laft degree are notorious, fuch as have been experienced every 
hour, fince the exiftence of fociety, and fhall appeal not to tranfitory 
opinions, or cafual aflertions, but to the laws of all civilifed 
nations, and to the determinations of every man whofe wifdom or 
virtue have given him a claim to regard. | 

All the decrees of all the legiflators of the earth, or the declarations 
of wife-men, all the obfervations which nature furnifhes, and all the 
examples which hiftory affords, concur in condemning this bill before 
us as a bill injurious to fociety, deftructive of private virtue, and by 
confequence of public happinefs, detrimental to the human {pecies, 
and therefore fuch as ought to be rejected in that Aflembly to which 
the care of the nation is committed; that Aflembly which ought to 
meet only for the benefit of mankind, and of which the refolutions 
ought to have no other end than the fuppreflion of thofe vices by 
which the happinefs of life is obftructed or impaired. 

The bill now before you, my Lords, is fundamenially wrong, as 
it is formed upon a hateful proje& of increafing the confumption of 
{pirituous liquors, and confequently of promoting drunkennefs among 
a people reproached already for it throughout the whole world. It 
contains fuch a concatenation of enormities, teems with fo vaft a 

i number 
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number of mifchiefs, and therefore produces, in thofe minds that at- 
tend to its nature, and purfue its confequences, fuch endlefs variety 
of arguments againit it, that the memory is perplexed, the imagina- 
tion crowded, and utterance overburthened. Before any one of its 
pernicious effects is fully dilated a thoufand other appear, the hydra 


ftill fhoots out new heads, and every head vomits out new poifon to 


infect fociety, and lay the nation defolate. 


I am therefore at a lofs, my Lords, not how to raife arguments 
againft this bill, which cannot be read or mentioned without furnifh- 
ing them by thoufands; but how to methodife thofe that occur to 
me, and under what heads to range my thoughts, that I may purfue 
my defign without confufion, that I may underftand myfelf and be 


underftood by your Lordthips. 


A multitude of confiderations are obvious, all of importance fuf- 
ficient to claim attention, and to outweigh the advantages propofed by 
this hateful bill, but which cannot all be mentioned, or at leaft not 
with that exa¢tnefs which they deferve: I fhall therefore confine my- 
felf at prefent to three confiderations, and fhall entreat the attention 
of your Lordthips, while I examine the bill now before us, with re- 


gard to its influence on the health and morals of the people, the ar- 
guments by which it has been hitherto fupported, and the effects 


which it will have on the finking fund. 

The firft head, my Lords, is fo copious, that I find myfelf very 
little relieved by the divifion which I have made. ‘The moral argu- 
ments, though feparated from thofe which are either political or tem- 
porary, are fufficient to over-power the ftrongeft reafon, and over- 
flow the moft extenfive comprehention. 

It is not neceflary, I fuppofe, to fhow that health of body is a 
bleffing, that the duties of life in which the greateft part of the world 
is employed, require vigour and activity, and that to want ftrength 
of limbs and to want the necefiary fupports of nature, are to the 


lower clafles of mankind the fame. I need not obferve to your Lord- 
fhips, whofe legiflative character obliges you to confider the general 
concatenation of fociety, that all the advantages which high {tations 
or large pofleffions can confer, are derived from the labours of the 


poor; that to the plough and the anvil, the loom and the quarry, pride 


is indebted for its magnificence, luxury for its dainties, and delicacy 


for its eafe. A very little confideration will be fufficient to fhow, 
that the loweft orders of mankind fupply commerce with manufac- 
Cc 3 turers, 
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turers, navigation with mariners, and war with foldiers; that they 
conftitute the f{trength fed ihe of every nation; and that, though 
they generally move only by fuperior direction, they are the imme- 
diate fuppport of the community; and that without their concur- 
rence, policy would project in vain, wifdom would end in idle 
{peculation, and the determinations of this Aflembly would be empty 
founds. 


It is therefore, my Lords, of the utmoft mens tance, that all 


t 


practices fhould be fupprefled by which the lower orders of the people 
are enfeebled and enervated ; for if they fhould a no longer able to 
bear fatigues, or hardfhips, if any epidemical weaknefs of body 
fhould be diffufed among them, our power mutt be at an end, our 


mines would be an ufelefs treafure, and would no longer afford us 
5 


ra 


either the wezpons of war, or the ornaments of domeftic elegance ; 


we fhould no longer give law to mankind by our naval power, nor 
fend out armies to fight for the liberty of diftant nations. We fhould 


no Jonger fupply the markets of the continent with our commodities, 


or fhare in all the advantages which nature has beftowed upon diftant 
countries ; for all thefe, my Lords, are the effets of indigent in- 
duftry, and mechanic labour. 

All thefe bleffings or conveniencies are procured by that frength 


of body, which nature has beftowed upon the natives of this country, 


who have hitherto been remarkably robuft and hardy, able to fupport 
long fatigues, and to contend with the inclemency of rigorous 
climates, the violence of ftorms, and the turbulence of waves, and 
who have therefore extended their conquefts with uncommon fuccefs, 
and been equally adapted to the toils of trade and of war, and have 
excelled thofe who endeavoured to rival them either in the praife of 


cr 


isa ibaa or of valour, 

But, my Lords, if the ufe of fpirituous liquors be encouraged, 
their diligence, which can only be fupported by health, will quickly 
Janguifh ; every day will diminifh the numbers of the manufacturers, 
and by confequence augment the price of labour; thofe who continue 
to follow their employments, will be partly enervated by corruption, 
and partly made wanton by the ple nty which the advancement of their 
wages will afford them, and partly by the Knowledge that no degree 
of negligence will re e them of that patie. nt in which there 
will be none to fucceed them. All our commodit ies, therefore, will 
be wrought with lef care te at yates price, and therefore, will 


yp! 
be 


A, 1742-3. | SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 305 


be rejected at foreign markets in favour of thofe which other nations 
will exhibit of more value, and yet at a lower rate. 

sale abe my Lords, will this bill make drunkennefs unexpenfive 
an mmodious, no fooner,will fhops be opened’in every corner of 
in ftréets, in every petty village, and in every ob{cure cellar for the 
retail of thefe liquors, than the work-rooms will be forfaken, when 
the artificer has by the labour of a fmall part of the day procured 
what will be fuficient to intoxicate him for the remaining hours 5 
for he will hold it ridiculous to wafte any part of his life in fuperfluous 
diligence, and will readily affign to merriment and frolicks that time 
which he now fpends in ufeful occupations. 

But fuch is the quality of thefe liquors, that ne will not long be 
able to divide his life between labour and debauchery, he will foon 
find himfelf difabled by his excefles from the profecution of his work, 
and thofe fhops which were before abandoned for the fake of pleafure, 
will foon be made defolate by ficknelfs ; thofe who were before idle, 
will become difeafed, and either perifh by untimely deaths, or languifh 
in mifery and want, an ufelefs burthen to the public. 

a my Lords, will the nation only fuffer by the deduétion of 
fuch numbers from ufeful employments, but by the addition of gre 

nultituc bali to thofe who muft be fupported by the charity of the ie 
lic. The manufacturer, who by the ufe of {pirituous liquors weakens 
his limbs or deftroys his health, at once takes from the community 
to which he belongs, a2 member by which the common {to¢k was 
increafed, and by leaving a helplefs family behind him, increafes the 
burthen which the common ftock muft neceffarily fupport. And the 
trader or hufbandman is obliged to pay more towards the maintenance 
of the poor, by the fame accident which diminithes his trade or his 
harveft, which takes away part of the affiftance w! hich he received, 
and raifes the price of the reft. 

That thefe liquors, my Lords, liquors of which the ftrength 1s 
heightened by diftillation, have a natural tendency to inflame the 
blood, to confume the vital juices, deftroy the force of the veflels, 
contrat the nerves, and weaken the finews, that they not only dif- 
order the mind for a time, but by a frequent ufe precipitate old age, 
exafperate difeafes, and’ multiply and increafe all the infirmities to 
which the body of man is liable, is eenerally known to all whofe re- 
gard to their own health, or ftudy to preterve that of others, has at 
any time engaged them in fuch enquiries, and would have been 
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more clearly explained to your Lordfhips, had the learned phyficians 
been fuffered to have given their opinions on this fubjeét, as was 
yefterday propofed. 

Why that propofal was rejected, my Lords, for what reafon, in 
the difcudion of fo important a quettion, any kind of evidence was 
refufed, pofterity will find it difficult to explain, without imputing to 
your Lordfhips fuch motives as, I hope, will never operate in this 
Affembly. It will be, perhaps, thought that the danger was generally 
known, though not acknowledged ; and that thofe who refolved to 
pafs the bill, had no other care than to obftruc& fuch informations as 
might prove to mankind, that they were incited by other defigns than 
that of promoting the public good. 

It is not, however, neceflary that any very curious enquiries 
fhould be made for the difcovery of that which, indeed, cannot be 
concealed, and which every man has an opportunity of remarking 
that paffes through the ftreets. , 

So public, fo enormous, and fo pernicious has been this dreadful 
method of debauchery, that it has excited and baffled the diligence of 
the magiftrates, who have endeavoured to ftop its progrefs or hinder 
its'effects. “They found their efforts ineffeCtual, and their diligence 
not only not ufeful to the public, but dangerous to themfelves. 
‘They quickly experienced, my Lords, the folly of thofe laws which 
punifh crimes inftead of preventing them; they found that legal au- 
thority had little influence, when oppofed to the madnefs of multi- 
tudes intoxicated with fpirits, and that the voice of juftice was but 
very little heard amidft the clamours of riot and drunkennefs. 

We live, my Lords, in a nation, where the effects of ftrong 
liquors have been for a long time too well known; we know that 
they produce in almoft every one a high opinion of his own merit ; 
that they blow the latent fparks of pride into flame, and, therefore, 
deftroy all voluntary fubmiffion; they put an end to fubordination, 
and raife every man to an equality with his mafter, or his governor. 
‘hey reprefs all that awe by which men are reftrained within the 
limits of their proper {pheres, and incite every man to prefs upon him 
that ftands before him, that ftands in the place of which that fudden 
elevation of heart, which drunkennefs beftows, makes him think 


himfelf more worthy. 
Pride, my Lords, is the parent, and intrepidity the fofterer of re- 
fentment; for this reafon, men are almoft always inclined. in their 
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debauches, to quarrels and to blood-fhed ; they think more highly of 
their own merit, and, therefore, more readily conclude themfelves 
injured ; they are wholly divefted of fear, infenfible of prefent dan- 
ger, fuperior to all authority, and therefore, thoughtlefs of future 
punifhment ; and what then can hinder them from expreffing their 
refentment with the moft offenfive freedom, or purfuing their revenge 
with the moft daring violence. 

Thus, my Lords, are forgotten difputes often revived, and after 
having been long reconciled, are at laft terminated by blows; thus 
are lives deftroyed upon the moft trifling occafions, upon provoca~ 
tions often imaginary, upon chimerical points of honour, where he 
who gave the offence, perhaps without defign, fupports it only be-~ 
caufe he has given it; and he who refents it, purfues his refentment 
only becaufe he will not acknowledge his miftake. 

Thus are lives loft, my Lords, at a time, when thofe who fet 
them to hazard, are without confcioufnefs of their value, without 
fenfe of the laws which they violate, and without regard to any mo- 
tives but the immediate influence of rage and malice. 

When we confider, my Lords, thefe effects of drunkennefs, it 
can be no fubject of wonder, that the magiftrate finds himfelf over- 
borne by a multitude united againft him, and united by general de- 
bauchery. Government, my Lords, fubfifts upon reverence, and 
what reverence can be paid to the laws, by a crowd, of which every 
man is exalted by the enchantment of thofe intoxicating {pirits, to 
the independence of a monarch, the wifdom of a legiflator, and the 
intrepidity of a hero? when every man thinks thofe laws oppreflive 
that oppofe the execution of his prefent intentions, and confiders 
every magiftrate as his perfecutor and enemy? 

Laws, my Lords, fuppofe reafon; for who ever attempted to 
retrain beafts but by force; and, therefore, thofe that propofe the 
promotion of public happinefs, which can be produced only by an 
exact conformity to good laws, ought to endeavour to preferve what 
may properly be called the public reafon; they ought to prevent a 
general depravation of the faculties of thofe whofe benefit is intended, 
and whofe obedience is required; they ought to take care that the 
laws may be known, for how elfe can they be obferved? and how 
can they be known, or at Jeaft, how can they be remembered in the 
heats of drunkennefs ? 
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‘That the laws are univerfally neglected and defied among the lower 

clafs of mankind, among thofe whofe want of the lights of knowledge 
and ip Ba makes pofitive and compulfory directions more ne- 
ceflary for the regulation of their condu&, is apparent from the re- 
prefentation of the magiftrates, in which the general diforders of this 
great city, the open Paves the daring infolence, and unbounded 
Jicentioufne{s of the common people, is very juftly defcribed. 

Their wickednefs and infolence, my Lords, is indeed fuch, that 
order is almoft at an end, rank no longer confers refpe&, nor does 
dignity afford fecurity. “Fhe fame confidence produces infults and 
robberies, and that infenfibility with which debauche ery arms the mind 


da 


Sgr 
e fo unhappy as to fall into 
the hands of thieves, heated by {pirits into madmen, feldom efcape 


sainft fear and pity, frequently aggravates the guilt of rob- 
reater crimes ; thofe who ar 


ee ae: 


without fuftering greater cruelties than the lofs of money. 

That the ufe of thefe poifonous draughts quickly debilitates the 
limbs, and deitroys the ftrength of the body; however this quality 
may impair our manufactures, weaken our armies, and diminifh our 
commerce ; however it may reduce our fleets to an empty fhow, and 
enable our enemies to triumph in the field, or our rivals to nen 
us in the market, can fcarcely, my Lords, come under confideration, 
when we reflect how debauchery operates upon the morals. 

Itis happy, my Lords, that thofe who are inclined to mifchief, are 
difabled in a fhort time from executing their intentions, by the fame 
caufes which excite them; that they are obliged to ftop in the career 
of their crimes, that they are preferved from the hand of the execu- 
tioner by the liquor which expofes them to it, and that. palfies either 
difable them from purfuing their villainies, or fevers put an end to 
their lives. 

It is happy, my Lords, that what_is thus violent, cannot be 
Jafting ; that thofe lives which are employed in mifchief, are generally 
fhort ; and that fince it is the quality of this malignant liquor to cor- 
rmmpt the mind, it likewife deftroys the body. 

But this effect, my Lords, is not conftant or regular; men fome- 
times continue for many years, to fupply the expences of drunkennefs 
by rapine, and to exalperate the fury of rapine by drunkennefs. 
And, therefore, though there could be any one fo regardle{s of the 
happinefs of mankind, as to look, without concern, upon them 


who 
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who hurry themfelves to the grave with poifon, he sit yet be Dae 
by his own intereft to prevent the progre {s of this pra€tice, a practice 
which tends to the fubverfion of all order, and the deft ‘uction of all 
happinefs. 


It is well known, my Lords, that public happinefs muft be on a 


ftated proportion to public virtue 5 that mutual truft is the cement of 


oy ety, and that no man can be trufted but as he is reputed “OBER. 
o promote truft, my Lords, is the apparent tendency of all laws. 
When the ties of morality are enforced by penal fanctions, men are 


more afraid to violate them, and therefore, are trulted with lefs 


danger; but when they no longer fear oa law, they are to be 


n 


+} 


rained only by their confciences ; and i if neither law nor confcience 


re 


Mk 


ie 


has any influence upon their conduct, they are only a herd of wild 
beafts, ies loofe to prey upon each other, and every man will inflict 
or fuffer pain, as he meets with one iironger or weaker than himfelf. 

Thus, my Lords, will all authority ceafe, property will become 
dangerous to him that poflefles it, and confufion will over robin the 
whole community; nor can it be eafily conceived, by the moft ex- 
tenfive comprehenfion how far the mifchiefs may fpread, or where 
the chain of deftructive confequences will end. 

If we confider our fleet or our army, my Lords, it is apparent, 
that neither obedience nor fidelity can be expe€ted from men upon 


1 


whom all the ise of morality, and all the fanctions of law have loft 


their influence ; they will mutiny without fear, and defert without 
fcruple, and like wild beafts, will, upon the leaft provocation, turn 
upon thofe by whom they ought to be governed. 

But drunkennefs, my Lords, not only corrupts men, by taking 

away the fenfe of thole ies li by which they are generally kept in 

awe, and withheld from the perpetration of villainies, but by fuper- 
adding the temptations of poverty, temptations not eafily to be 
hbsala even by thofe whofe eyes are open to the confequences of 
their ations, and which, therefore, will certainly prevail over thofe 
whofe apprehenfions are laid afleep, and who never extend their 
views beyond the gratification of the prefent moment. 

Drunkennefs, my Lords, is the parent of idlenefs ; for no man 
can apply himfelf to the bufinefs of his trade, either while he is drink- 
ing, or when he is drunk. Part of his time is ae in jollity, and 
part in imbecillity ; when he is amidft ae companions he is too gay 
to think of the confequences of neglecting ee employment; and 
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when he has overburthened himfelf with liquor, he is too feeble and 
too ftupid to follow it. 

Poverty, my Lords, is the offspring of idlenefs, as idlenefs of 
drunkennefs ; the drunkard’s. work is little and his expences are 
great; and, therefore, he muft foon fee his family diftrefled, and his 
{ubftance reduced to nothing : and, {urely, my Lords, it needs not 
much fagacity to difcover what will be the confequence of poverty 
produced by vice. 

It is not to be expected, my Lords, that a man thus corrupted will 
be warned by.the approach of mifery, that he will recolle& his un- 
derftanding, and awaken his attention ; that he will apply himfelf to 
his bufinefs with new diligence, endeavour to recover, by an increafe 
of application, what he has loft by inattention, and make the re- 
membrance of his former vices, and the difficulties and difeafes which 
they brought upon him, an incitement to his induftry, a confirmation 
of his refolution, and a fupport to his virtue. 

That this is, indeed, poffible, I do not intend to deny, but the 

bare poffibility of an event fo defirable, is the utmoft that can be 
admitted; for it can fearcely be expected, that any man fhould be 
able to break through all the obftacles: that will obftruct his return 
to honefty and wifdom ; his companions will endeavour to continue 
the infatuating amufements which have fo long deluded him ; his ap- 
petite will affift their folicitations ; the defire of prefent eafe, by which 
all mankind are fometimes led afide from virtue, will operate with 
unufual ftrength; fince, to retreive his mifconduét, he muft not 
only deny himfelf the pleafure which he has fo long indulged, but 
mut bear the full view of his diftrefs from which he will naturally 
turn afide his eyes. ‘The general difficul Ity of reformation will 
incline him to feek for eafe by any other means, and to delay that 
amendment which he knows to be neceflary, from hour to hour, 
and from day to day, till his refolutions are too much weakened to 
prove of any effect, and his habits confirmed beyond oppofition. 
At length, neceflity, immediate neceflity, prefles upon him; his 
family is made clamorous by want, and his calls of nature and of 
juxury are equally importunate; he has now loft his credit in the 
world, and none will employ him, becaufe none will truft him, or 
employment cannot immediately be, perhaps, obtained; becaufe his 
place has for a long time been fupplied by others. aii even if he 
Pieative mA woe wed 1, 


could obtain a re-admifLon to his former bufinefs, his wants are now 
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too great and too prefling to be fupplied by the flow methods of 


regular induftry ; he mutt repair his lofles by more efficacious expe- 


dients, and muft find fome methods of acquifition, by which the im- 


portunity of his creditors may be fatished. 
Induftry is now, by long habits of idlenefs, become almoft im- 


practicable ; his attention having been long amufed by pleating objects, 


and diffipated by jollity and merriment, is not readily recalled to a 
tafk which is unpleafing, becaufe it is enjoined; and his limbs 
enervated by hot and ftrong liquors, liquors of the moft pernicious 
kind, cannot fupport the fatigues neceflary in the practice of his 


trade ; what was once wholefome exercife is now infupportable 


fatigue; and he has not now time to habituate himfelf by degrees to 
that application which he has intermitted, that labour which he has 
difufed, or thofe arts which he has forgotten. 

In this ftate, my Lords, he eafily perfuades himfelf, that his con- 
dition is defperate, that no legal methods will relieve him; and that, 
therefore, he has nothing to hope but from the efforts of defpair. 
Thefe thoughts are quickly confirmed by his companions, whom the 
fame mifcondué& has reduced to the fame dittrefs, and who have al- 


q 
i 


ready tried the pleafures of being {upported by the labour of others. 


They do not fail to explain to him the poffibility of fudden affluence, 
and at worft to celebrate the fatisfaction of fhort-lived merriment. 
He, therefore, engages with them in their nocturnal expeditions, an 
aflociation of wickednefs is formed, and that man, who before he 
tafted this infatuating liquor, contributed every day, by honeft la- 
bour, to the happinefs or convenience of life, who fupported his 
family in decent plenty, and was himfelf at eafe, become at once 
miferable and wicked ; is detefted as a nuifance by the community, 
and hunted by the officers of juftice ; nor has mankind any thing now 
to with or hope with regard to him, but that by his fpeedy deftruction , 
the fecurity of the roads may be reftored, and the tranquillity of the 
night be fet free from the alarms of robbery and murder. 

Thefe, my Lords, are the confequences which neceflarily enfue 
from the ufe of thofe pernicious, thofe infatyating fpirits, which have 
juftly alarmed every man whom pleafure or floth has not wholly en- 
egrofled, and who has ever looked upon the various fcenes of life with 
that attention which their importance demand. 

Among thefe, my Lords, the clergy have diftinguifhed themfelves 
by a zealous oppofition to this growing evil, and have warned their 
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hearers with the warmeft concern againft the mifery and wickednefs 
which muft always be the attendants or the followers of drunkennefs. 
* One among them, whofe merit has raifed him to a feat in_this 
auguift Affembly, and whofe inftructions are enforced by the fanctity of 
his life, has, in a very cogent and pathetical manner difplayed the 
enormity of this deteftable fin, the univerfality of its prevalence, and 
the malignity of its effects; and in his difcourfe on the infirmary 
of this city, has obferved with too much juftnefs, that the loweft of 
the people are infected with this vice, and that even nec effity 1s become 
luxurious. 

Many other authorities + might be produced, and fome others I 
have now in my hand ; but the récital of them would wafte the day 
tono purpofe: for furely it is not neceffary to fhow by a long deduc- 
tion of authorities the guilt of drunkennefs, or to prove that it 
weakens the body, or that it depraves the mind, that it makes man- 
kind too feeble for labour, too indolent for application, too ftupid 
for ingenuity, and too daring for the peace of fociety. 

This, furely, my Lords, is therefore a vice, which ought with the 
utmoit care to be difcouraged by thofe whofe birth or ftation has 
conferred upon them the province of watching over the public hap- 
pinefs ; and whieh furely no profpeéct of prefent advantage, no argu- 
ments of political convenience, will prevail opon this Houfe to 
promote. 

That the natural and evident tendency of this bill is the propagation 
of drunkennefs, cannot be denied, when it is confidered, that it will 
increafe the temptations to it by making that liquor, which is the 
favourite of the common people, more common, by multiplying the 


. 


places at which it is fold, fo that none can want an opportunity of 
yielding to any fudden impulfe of his appetite, which will folicit him 
more powerfully and more inceflantly as they are more frequently 
and more eafily gratified. . 

In defence of a bill like this, my Lords, it might be expected, 
that at leaft, many fpecious arguments fhould be offered. It may 
be juftly hoped that no man will rife up in oppofition to all laws af 
heaven and earth, to the wifdom of all legiflators, and the experience 


of every human being, without having formed fuch a train of areu- 
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* Now Bilhop of Sarum. + He read the preamble to a former bill, th 
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ments as will not eafily be difconcerted, or having formed at leait 
fuch a chain of fophiftry as cannot be broken but with difficulty. 


jot 


And yet, my Lords, when I confider what has been offered by ai! 


who have hitherto appeared either in public aflemblies, or in private 
converfation, as advocates for this bill, 1 can {carcely believe, that 
they perceive themfelves any force in their own arguments; and am 
inclined to conclude, that they fpeak only to avoid the imputation of 
being able to fay nothing in defence of their own fcheme ; that their 
hope is not to convince by their reafons, but to overpower by their 


numbers; that they are themfelves influenced not by reafon but by 
3 y } 


neceflity ; and that they only encourage luxury, becaufe money is to 


be raifed for the execution of their fchemes; and they imagine, that 


the people will pay more chearfully for liberty to indulge their appe- 
tites, than for any other enjoyment. 

The arguments which have been offered, my Lords, in vindication 
of this bill, or at leaft which I have hitherto heard, are only two, and 


thofe two fo unhappily-aflociated, that they deftroy each other; what- 


ever fhall be urged to enforce the fecond, mutt in the fame proportion 
invalidate the firft ; and whoever fhall aflert, that the firft is true, muft 
admit that the fecond is falfe. 

Thefe pofitions, my Lords, the unlucky pofitions which are laid 


3 
iC 


down by the defenders of this pernicious bill are, that it will fupply 
the neceffities of the government with a very large ftanding revenue, 
on the credit of which, ftrengthened by the additional fecurity of 
the finking fund, a fum will be advanced fufficient to fupport the ex- 
pences of a foreign war; and that at the fame time it will leflen the 
confumption of the liquors from whence this duty is to arife. 

By what arts of political ratiocination thefe propofitions are to 
be reconciled, I am not able to difcover. It appears evident, my 
Lords, that large revenues can only be raifed by the fale of large 
quantities ; and that larger quantities will in reality be fold, as the 
price is little or nothing raifed, and the venders are greatly increafed. 

If this will not be the effect, my Lords, and if this effect is not 
expected, why is this bill propofed as fufficient to raife the immenfe 


fums which our prefent exigencies require Can duties be paid with- 
out confumption of the commodity on which they are laid ? and is 
there any other ufe of fpirituous liquors than that of drinking them ? 
Surely, my Lords, it is not expected, that any arguments fhould 
be admitted in this Houfe without examination; and yet it might be 
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juftly imagined, that this aflertion could only be offered in full confi- 
dence of an implicit reception, and this tenet be propofed only to 
thofe who had refigned their underftandings to the di@lates of the 
miniftry ; for it is implied in this pofition, that the plenty of a com- 
modity diminifhes the demand for it ; and that the more freely it is 
fold, the lefs it will be bought. It implies, that men will lay volun- 
tary reftraints upon.themielves, in proportion as they are indulged by 
their governors.; and that all prohibitory laws tend to the promotions 
of the practices which they condemn ; it implies, that a ftop can only 
be put to fornication by increafing the number of proftitutes, and 
that theft is only to be reftrained by leaving your doors open. 

Jam, for my part, convinced, that drunkards as well as thieves 
are made by opportunity; and that no man will deny himfelf what 
he defires, merely becaufe it is allowed him by the laws of his 
country. 

This, my Lords, is fo evident, that I fhall no longer dwell upon 
the aflertion, that the unbounded liberty of retailing fpirits will make 
ipirits lefs ufed in the nation; but fhall examine the fecond argument, 
and confider how far it is poffible or proper to raife fupplies by a tax 
upon drunkennefs. 

‘That large fums will be raifed by the bill, to which the confent of 
your Lordfhips is now required, I can readily admit, becaufe the 
confumption of {pirits will certainly be greater, and the licences taken 
for retailing them fo numerous, that a much lower duty than is pro- 
pofed will amount yearly to a very large fum ; for if the felicity of 
drunkennefs can be more cheaply obtained by buying {pirits. than 
ale, when both are to be found at the fame place, it is eafy to fee 
which will be preferred ; this argument, therefore, is irrefragable, 
and may be urged in favour of the bill without danger of confutation. 

But, my Lords, it is the bufinefs of governors not fo much to 
drain the purfes, as to regulate the morals of the people; not only 
to raife taxes, but to levy them in fuch a manner, as may be leaft 
burthenfome, and to apply them to purpofes which may be moft ufe- 
ful; not to raife money by corrupting the nation, that it may be {pent 
in enflaving it. 

It has been mentioned by a very celebrated writer, as a rational 
practice in the exercife of government, to tax fuch commodities as 
were abufed to the increafe of vice, that vice may be difcouraged by 
being made more expenfive ; and therefore the community in time 
to 
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to be fet free from it: but the tax which is now propofed, my 
Lords, is of a different kind; it is a tax laid upon vice, indeed, 
but it is to arife from the licences granted to wickednefs, and its 
confequences muft be the increafe of debauchery, not the reftraint. 
It is a tax which will be readily paid, becaufe it will be little felt ; 
and becaufe it will be little felt, it is hoped, that multitudes will 
fubject themfelves to it. 

The act which is now to be repealed, was indeed of a very dif- 
ferent nature, though perhaps not free from very juft objections. It 


had this advantage, at leaft, that fo far as it was put in execution, it 
obttructed drunkennefs; nor has the examination of the officers of 


excife difcovered any imperfection in the law; for it has only failed, 
becaufe it was timoroufly or negligently executed, 
Why it was not vigoroufly and diligently enforced, I have never 


yet been able to difcover. If the magiftrates were threatened by 


the populace, the necefiity of fuch laws was more plainly proved ; 
for what juftifies the .feverity of coercion but the prevalence of the 
crime? and what may not be feared from crowds intoxicated with 
{pirits, whofe infolence and fury is already fuch, that they dare to 
threaten the government by which they are debarred from the ufe of 
them ? 

This, my Lords, is a refleCtion that ought not to be pafled flightly 
over. The nature of our conftitution, happy as it is, muft be ac« 
knowledged to produce this inconvenience, that it inclines the com- 
mon people to turbulence and fedition; the nature of fpirituous Ii- 
quors is fuch, that they inflame thefe difpofitions, already too much 
predominant; and yet the turbulence of the people is made a reafon 


for licenfing drunkennefs, and allowing without limitation the fale of 
thofe fpirits by which that turbulence muft be certainly increafed. 

It may be perhaps urged, (for indeed I know not what elfe can be 
decently alledged) that there is a neceflity of raifing money, that no 
other method can be invented, and that: therefore this ought not to 
be oppofed. 

I know, my Lords, that minifters generally confider, as the teft of 


ach man’s loyalty, the readinefs with which he concurs with them in 
their {chemes for raifing money; and that they think all oppofition to 
thefe {chemes which are calculated for the pene of the government, 
the effect of a criminal difaffection; that they always think it a fuffi- 
cient vindication of any law, that it will bring in very large fums; 
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and that they think no meafures pernicious, nor laws dangerous, by 
which the revenue is not impaired. 

If government was inftituted only to raife money, thefe minifterial 
{chemes of policy would be without exception; nor could it be 
denied, that the prefent minifters fhew themfelves by this expedient 
uncommon mafters of their profeffion. But the end of government 
is only to promote virtue, of which happinefs is the confequence ; and 
therefore to fupport government by propagating vice, is to fupport it 
by means which deftroy the end for which it was originally eftablifhed, 
and for which its continuance is to be defired. 

If money therefore cannot be raifed but by this bill, if the expences 
of the government cannot be defrayed but by corrupting the morals of 
the people, I fhall without fcruple declare, that money ought not to 
be raifed, nor the defigns of the government fupported, becaufe the 
people can fuffer nothing from the failure of public meafures, or even 
from the diffolution of the government itfelf, which will be equally 
to be dreaded or avoided with an univerfal depravity of morals, and a 
general decay of corporeal vigour. Even the infolence. of a foreign 
conqueror can inflict nothing more fevere than the difeafes which 
debauchery produces; nor can any thing be feared from the diforders 
of anarchy more dangerous or more calamitous, than the madnefs of 
fedition, or the miferies which muft enfue to each individual from 
univerfal wickednefs. 

Such, my Lords, is the expedient by which we are now about to 
raife the fupplies for the prefent year; and fuch is the new method 
of taxation which the fagacity of our minifters has luckily difcovered. 
A foreign war is to be fupported by the deftruction of our people at 
home, and the revenue of the government to be improved'by the decay 
ef our manufactures. We are to owe henceforward our power to 
epidemical difeafes, our wealth to the declenfion of our commerce, 
and our fecurity to riot and to tumult. 

There is yet another confideration, my Lords, which ought well 
to be regarded, before we fuffer this bill to pafs. Many laws are 
merely experimental, and have been made, not becaufe the legiflature 
thought them indifputably proper, but becaufe no better could at that 
time be flruck out, and becaufe the arguments in their favour ap- 
peared ftronger than thofe againft them, or becaufe the queftions to 
which they related were fo dark and intricate, that nothing was to 
be determined with certainty, and no other method could therefore 

be 
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be followed, but that of making the firft attempts at hazard, and 
correcting thefe errors, or fupplying thefe defects which might here- 
after be difcovered by thofe lights which time fhould afford. 
Though I am far from thinking, my Lords, that the queftion re- 
lating to the effects of this law, is either doubtful or obfcure; though 
_ J amcertain that the means of reforming the vice which its advocates 
pretend it is defigned to prevent, are obvious and eafy ; yet I fhould 
have hoped, that the projectors of fuch a fcheme would have allowed 


at leaft the uncertainty of the falutary effects expected from it, and 


would therefore have made fome provifion for the repeal of it, when 
it fhould be found to fail. | 

But, my Lords, our minifters appear to have thought it fufficient 
to endear them to their country, and immortalize their names, that 
they have invented a new method of raifing money, and feem to 
have very little regard to any part of the art of government; they 


will at leaft in their own opinion have deferved applaufe, if they 
leave the public revenue greater, by whatever diminution of the 
public virtue. | 

They have therefore, my Lords, wifely contrived a neceffity of 
continuing this law, whatever may be its confequences, and how 
fatal foever its abufes ; for they not only mortgage the duties upon 
fpirits for the prefent fupply, but fubftitute them in the place of ano- 
ther fecurity given to the Bank by the Pot-Act; and therefore, fince 
it will not be eafy to form another tax of equal produce, we can have 
very little hope that this will be remitted. 

There will be indeed only one method of fetting the nation free 
from the calamities which this law will bring upon it; and as I doubt 
not but that method will at laft be followed, it will certainly deferve 
the attention of your Lordfhips, as the third confideration to which, 
in our debates on this bill, particular regard ought to be paid. 

That the licence of drunkennefs, and the unlimited confumption 
of fpirituous liquors, will fill the whole kingdom with idlenefs, dif- 
eafes, riots, and confufion, cannot be doubted; nor can it be quef- 
tioned, but that in a very fhort time the Senate will be. crowded with 


petitions from all the trading bodies in the kingdom, for the regulation 
of the workmen and fervants, for the extinétion of turbulence and 
riot, and for the removal of irrefiftible temptations to idlenefs and 
fraud. “[hefe reprefentations may be for a time neglected, but muft 
foon or late be heard; the minifters will be obliged to repeal this law, 
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for the fame reafon that induced them to propofe it. Idlenefs and 


ficknefs will impair our manufactures, and the diminution of our trade 


will leffen the revenue. 

They will then, my Lords, find that their fcherne, with whatever 
profpects of profit it may now flatter them, was formed with no ex-= 
tenfive views ; and that it was only the expedient of political avarice, 
which facrificed a greater diftant advantage to the immediate fatif- 
faGion of prefent gain. They will find, that they have corrupted 
the people without obtaining any advantage by their crime, and that 
they muft have recourfe to fome new contrivance by which their own 
errors may be retrieved. 

In this diftrefs, my Lords, they can only do what indeed they now 
feem to defign; they can only repeal this act by charging the debt, 
which it has enabled them to contraét, upon the finking fund, upon 
that facred depofit which was for a time fuppofed unalienable, and 
from which arofe all the hopes that were fometimes formed by the 
nation, of being delivered from that load of impofts, which it can- 
not much longer fupport. ‘They can only give fecurity for this new 
debt, by difabling us for ever from paying the former, 

The bill now before us, my Lords, will therefore be equally per- 
nicious in its immediate and remoter confequences; it will firft 
corrupt the people, and deftroy our trade, and afterwards intercept 
that fund which is appropriated to the moft ufeful and defirable of all 
political purpofes, the gradual alleviation of the public debt. 

Lhope, my Lords, that a bill of this portentous kind, a bill big 
with innumerable mifchiefs, and without one beneficial tendency, will 
be rejected by this Houfe, without the form of commitment ; that it 
will not be the fubject of a debate amongft us, whether we fhall con- 
fent to poifon the nation; and that inftead of enquiring, whethes the 
meafures which are now purfued by the miniftry ought to be fup- 
ported at the expence of virtue, tranquillity and trade, we fhould 
examine, whether they are not fuch as ought to be oppofed for their 
own fake, even without the confideration of the immenfe fums which 

they apparently demand. 

I am indeed of opinion, that the fuccefs of the prefent fehemes wil} 
not be of any benefit to the nation, and believe likewife, that there is 
very little profpect of fuccefs. Iam at leaft convinced, that no ad- 
vantage can countervail the mifchiefs of this deteftable bill; which 
therefore I shall fteadily oppofe, though I have already dwelt upon 
this 
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this fubject perhaps too long; yet as I {peak only from an unpreju- 
diced regard to the public, I hope if any new arguments fhall be at- 
tempted, that I fhall be allowed the liberty of making a reply. 

Lord Baruurst replied.to the following purport :—My Lords, 
I doubt not but the noble Lord has delivered on this occafion his real 


{entiments, and that in his opinion the happineds of our country, the 
segard which ought always to be paid to the promotion of virtue, re- 
quire that this bill fhould be rejected, I am far from fufpecting, that 
{uch an appearance of zeal can conceal any private views, or that 
fuch pathetic exclamations can proceed but from a mind really affected 
with honeft anxiety. 

This anxiety, my Lords, I fhall endeavour to diffipate before it 
has been communicated to others; for I think it no lefs the duty of 
every man who approves the public meafures, to vindicate them from 
mifreprefentation, than of him to whom they appear pernicious or 


dangerous, to warn his fellow-fubjects of that. danger. 
I, my Lords, am one of thofe who are convinced, that the bill now 
before us, which has been cenfured as fundamentally wrong, is in 


reality fundamentally right ; that the end which ts propofed by it is 
juft, and the means which are prefcribed in it will accomplifh the 


purpofe for which they were contrived. 

The end of this bill, my Lords, is to diminifh the confumption 
of diftilled fpirits, to reftrain the populace of thefe kingdoms from 
a liquor which, when ufed in excefs, has a malignity to the laft de- 
gree dangerous, which at once inebriates and poifons, impairs the 
force of the underftanding, and deftroys the vigour of the body ; 
and to attain this, I thiak it abfolutely right to lay a tax upon thefe 
liquors. 

Of the vice of drunkennefs, my Lords, no man has a flronger 
abhorrence than myfelf; of the pernicious conlequences of thefe 
liquors, which are now chiefly ufed by the common people, no man 
is more fully convinced, and therefore none can more zealoufly with, 
that drankennefs may be fupprefled, and diftilled {pirits withheld from 
the people. 


The diforders mentioned by the noble Lord, are undoubtedly the 
confequences of the prefent ufe of thefe liquors, but thefe are not its 


worlt effects. The offenders againft the law, may by the law be 
fometimes reclaimed, and at other times cut off; nor can thefe 


practices, however injurious to particular perfons, in any great de- 
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gree impair the general happinefs. The worft effects, therefore, 
of the ufe of fpirits, are that idlenefs and extravagance which it 
has introduced among the common people, by which our commerce 
muft be obftructed, and our prefent riches and plenty every day di- 
minifhed, 

This pernicious practice, my Lords, is difleminated farther -than 
could be reafonably believed by thofe whofe intereft has not incited, 
or Curlofity induced them to enquire into the practice of the different 
clafles of men, It is well known, that the farmers have been hitherto 
diftinguifhed by the virtues of frugality, temperance, and induftry ; 
that they laboured hard, and {pent little ; and were therefore juftly 
confidered as an innocent and ufeful part of the community, whofe 
employment and parfimony preferved them in a great meafure from 
the general infection of vice which {pread its influence among the 
traders and men of eftates, 

Buteven this abftemious clafs of men, my Lords, have of late re~ 
\axed their frugality, and fuffered themfelves to be tempted by this 
infatuating liquor; nor is any thing now more common than to find it 
in thofe houfes in which ale, a few years ago, was the higheft pitch of 
Juxury to-which they afpired, and to fee thofe hours wafted in intoxi- 
cating entertainments, which were formerly dedicated wholly to the 
care of their farms, and the improvement of their fortunes, 

‘Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the corruption is become uni- 
verfal, and therefore that fome remedy ought to be attempted ; nor 
can I conceive any meafures more confiftent with juftice, or more 
likely to produce the end intended by them, than thofe which are now 
offered to your confideration, by which the liquor will be made dearer, 
too dear to be lavifhly drank by thofe who are in moft danger of ufing 
it to excefs; and the number of thofe who retail it will be diminifhed 
by the neceffity of taking a licence, and of renewing them every year 
at the fame expence, 

The inefficacy, my Lords, of violent methods, and the impoffi- 
bihty of a total deprivation of any enjoyment which the people have 
by cuftom made familiar and dear to them, fufficiently appears from 
the event of the Jaw which is now tobe repealed, It is well known, 
that by that law, the ufe of fpirituous liquors was prohibited to the 
common people ; that retailers were deterred from vending them by 
the utmott encouragement that could be given to informers; and that 

| difcoveries 
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difcoveries were incited by every art that could be practifed, and 
offenders punifhed with the utmoft rigour. 

Yet what was the effect, my Lords, of all this diligence and vigour! 
A general panic fupprefled, for a few weeks, the practice of felling 
the prohibited liquors; but in a very fhort time, neceffity forced 
fome, whovhad nothing to lofe, to return to their former trade; thefe 
were {uffered. fometimes to efcape, becaufe nothing was to be gained 
by informing againft them, and others were encouraged by their 
example to imitate them, though with more fecrecy and caution; of 
thofe, indeed, many were punifhed, but many more efcaped, and fuch 
as were fined often found the profit greater than the lofs. 

The profpect of raifing money by detecting their practices, incited 
many to turn information into a trade ; and the facility with which 
the crime was to be proved, encouraged {ome to eratify their malice 
by perjury, and others their avarice; fo that the multitude of in- 
formations became a public grievance, and the magiftrates themfelves 
complained that the law was not to be executed. 

The pexjuries of informers were now fo fagrant and common, that 
the people. thought all ‘nformations malicious ; or at leaft, thinking 
themfelves opprefled by the law, they looked upon every man that 
promoted its execution, as their enemy ; and therefore now began tc 
declare war againft informers, many of whom they treated with great 
cruelty, and fome they murdered in the ftrects. 

By their obftinacy they at laft weatied the magiftrates, and by 
their violence they intimidated thofe who might be inclined to make 
difcoveries; fo that the law, however juft might be the intention 
with which it was enacted, or however feafonable the methods pre- 
fcribed by it, has been now for fome years totally difufed ; nor has 
any one been punifhed for the violation of it, becaufe no man has 
dared to offer informations. Even the vigilance of the magiftrates 
has been obliged to connive at thefe offences, nor has any man been 
found willing to engage in a tafk, at once odious and endlefs, or to 
punith offences which every day multiplied, and of which the whole 
body of the common people, a body very formidable when united, 
was univerfally engaged. | 

The practice, therefore, of vending and of drinking diftilled {pirits, 
has prevailed for fome time without oppofition ; nor can any man 
enter a tavern or an alehoufe, in which they will be denied him, or 
walk along the ftreets without being incited to drink them at every 
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corner; they have been fold for feveral years, with no lefs opennefs 
and fecurity than any other commodity ; and whoever walks in this 
great city, will find his way very frequently obftructed by thofe wh 
are felling thefe pernicious liquors to the greedy’ populace, or by 
thole who have drank them till they are unable to move. 

But the ftrongeft proof of the ineflicacy of the late law, and confe- 
quently of the neceffity of another, which may not be fo eafily eluded 
or fo violently refifted, is given by the papers which lie upon the 
table. From thefe it appears that the quantity of fpirits diftilled, has 
increafed from year to year to the prefent time ; and, therefore, that 
drunkennefs is become more prevalent, and the reafons for repreffing 
it more urgent than ever before. 

Let us therefore calmly confider, my Lords, what can in this 
exigence be done ; that the peaple fhould be allowed to poifon them- 
felves and their pofterity without reftraint, is ¢ertainly not the intent 
of any good man; and therefore, we are now to confider how it may 
be prevented. That the people are infected with the vice of drunkens 
nefs, that they debauch themfelves chiefly with fpirituous liquors, 
and that thofe liquors are in’a high degree pernicious, is confefied 
both by thofe who oppofe the bill, and thofe who defend it; but with 
this advantage on the part of thofe that defend it, that they only pro- 
pofe a probable method of reforming the abufes which they deplore, 
T know that the warm referitment which fome Lords have on former 
occafions exprefled againft the diforders which diftilled liquors are 
{uppofed to produce, may naturally incline them-to with, that they 
were totally prohibited, and that this liquid fire, as it has been termed, 
were to be extinguifhed for ever, 3 

Whether fuch withes are not more ardent than rational 3 whether 
their zeal againft the abufe of things, indifferent in themfelves, has 
not, as has often happened in other cafes, hurried them into an in- 
difcreet cenfure of the lawful ufe, I fhall not now enquire ; becaufe 
it js tuperfluous to difpute about the propriety of meafures, ef which 
the pofibility may be juftly queftioned. 

This laft a&, my Lords, was of this kind ; the duties eftablifhed 
by it were fo high, that they wholly debarred the lower clafles of the 
people from the liquor on which they were laid; and, therefore, it 
was found by a very fhort experience, that it was impoffible to pre- 
ferve it from violation; that there would be no end of punifhing 
thofe who oflended againit it ; and that feverity produced rather com- 
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paflion than terror. Thofe who have fuffered the penalties were 
confidered as perfons under unjuft perfecution, whom every one was 
obliged by the ties of humanity to encourage, reward and protect; 
and thofe who informed againft them or encouraged informations, 
were detefted as the oppreffors of the people. “The law had, indeed, 
this effect, that it debarred, at leaft for a fhort time, all thofe from 
retailing {pirits who lived in reputation ; and, therefore, encouraged 


others to vend them in private places, where they were more likely to 
be drank to excefs. 
Having, therefore, made trial of violent and fevere methods, and 


had an opportunity of obtaining a full conviction of their inefficacy, 
it is furely proper to profit by our experience, by that experience 
which fhews us that the ufe of diftilled’ liquors under its prefent dif- 
couragements, has every year increafed; and, therefore, proves a¢ 
once the unprofitablenefs of the law now in force, and the necefhity 
of fome other by which the fame purpofes may be more certainly 
promoted, . 
The reformation of a vice fo prevalent, muftbe flow and gradual ; 
for it is not to be hoped, that the whole. bulk of the people will at 
once be divefted of their habits; and therefore it will be rational to 
endeavour not wholly to debar them from any thing in which, how- 


ever abfurdly, they place their happinefs, but to make the attainment 
of it more and more difficult, that they may infenfibly remit their 
ardour, and ceafe from their purfuit. 

This, my Lords, is propofed in the prefent bill, which by the 
duties which are to be laid upon dittilled fpirits will raife the price a 
third part, and as it is reafonable to expect, hinder a. third part of 
the confumption ; for it is obferved, that thofe who drink them fet 
no limits to their excefles, but indulge their appetites to the utmoft 
of their power ; if he therefore who ufed to fpend three-pence a day 
in, fpirits, can now have no more than could formerly be bought for 
two-pence, he muft neceflarily content himfelf with only two-thirds 
of the quantity which he has hitherto drank ; and therefore muft by 
force, though perhaps not by inclination, be lefs intemperate. 

It is not to be doubted, my Lords, but that fpirits will, by this ad- 
ditional duty, be made one third part dearer; for it has becn hitherto 
ebferved, that retailers levy upon the buyer twice the duty that is 
paid to the government, as is every day apparent in other commodi- 
fies ; fo that the yearly quantity of fpirits which is ufually diftilled 
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will coft five hundred thoufand pounds more than before, a tax 
which, I fuppofe, thofe who are charged with this kind of debauchery 
will not be fuppofed able to pay, and which yet muft be paid by 
them, unlefs they will be content with a lefs quantity. 

That fpirits will now be fold in every public-houfe, of whatever 
denomination, has been, I believe, juftly aflerted, but the affertion 
has not been properly urged as an argument againft the bill. One 
of the circumftances which has contributed to the enormous abufe of 
thefe liquors, has been the practice of retailing them in obfcure places » 
by perfons without character and without money; who, therefore 
neither feared penalties nor infamy, and offended againft law and 
decency with equal fecurity. But when the cheapnefs of licences 
fhall make it convenient for every man that pleafes to retail {pirits in 
a public manner, they will be generally drank in houfes vifited by 
public officers, obferved by the netghbouring inhabitants, and fre- 
quented by perfons of morals and civility, who will always endeas 
vour to reftrain all enormous excefles, and oblige the mafters of the 
houfes to pay fome regard to the laws. ‘Chofe whofe appetites are, 
too importunate to be reftrained, may now gratify them without 
being tempted to enter into houfes of infamy, or mingling with 
beggars, or thieves, or profligates; and therefore, though the ufe 
of fpirits fhould continue the fame, its confequences will be lefs fatal, 
fince they may be had without the neceflity of aflociating with 
wickednefs. TA 

But, my Lords, it is not improbable, that by this bill the number 
of retailers, at leaft in this city, where they are moft pernicious, 
may be leflened. It is well known, that the reafon for which they 
are fold in cellars, and in the ftreets, is the danger of retailing them 
in other places; and that if they were generally fold by thofe who 
could procure the beft of each fort, thefe petty traders would be im- 
mediately undone; for it is reafonable to imagine, my Lords, that 
they buy the cheapeft liquors, and fell them at the deareft rate. 

When therefore reputable houfes fhall be opened for the fale of 
thefe liquors, decency will reftrain fome, and prudence will hinder 
others from. endangering their health by purchafing thofe liquors 
which are offered in the f{treet, and from hazarding their morals, or 
perhaps their lives, by drinking to excefs in obfcure places. 

It is likewife to be remembered, my Lords, that many of thofe 
who now poifon their countrymen with petty fhops of debauchery, 
6 are 
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are not able to purchafe a licence, even at the cheap rate at which it 
is now propofed, and that therefore they will be reftrained from 
their trade by a legal inability ; for it is not, my Lords, to be 
imagined, that they will be defended with equal zeal by the populace, 
when the liquors may be had without their affiftance, nor will in- 
formation be equally infamous, when it is not the act only of profli- 
gates who purfue the practice of it as a trade, but of the proper 
officers of every place incited by the lawful venders of the fame com- 
modities, or of the venders themfelves, who will now be numerous 
enough to proteét each other, and whom their common intereft will 
incite againft clandeftine dealers. 

The price of licences, therefore, appears to me very happily ad- 
jufted: had it been greater there would not have been a fufficient 
number of lawful retailers to put a ftop to clandeftine fellers ; and if 
it was lower, every petty dealer in this commodity might, by pre- 
tending to keep an alehoufe, continue the practice of affording an 
harbour to thieves, and of propagating debauchery. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears to me that the bill will leffen the con- 
fumption of thefe deftruétive fpirits, certainly in a great degree, by 
raifing the price, and probably by transferring the trade of felling 
them into more reputable hands. What more can be done by human 
care or induftry I do not conceive. To prohibit the ufe of them 1s 
impoflible, to raife the price of them to the fame height with that of 
foreign fpirits, is indsed practicable, but furely at this time no 
eligible method ; for fo general is this kind of debauchery, that no 
degree of expence would entirely fupprefs it; and as foreign {pirits¢ 
if they were to be fold at the fame price, would always be preferred 
to our own, we fhould only fend into other nations that money which 
now circulates among ourfelves, and impoverifh the people without 
reforming them. 

The regulation provided by the bill before us is therefore, in my 
opinion, the moft likely method for recovering the antient induftry 
and fobriety of the common people ; and, my Lords, I fhall approve 
it, till experience has fhewn it to be defective. I fhall approve it not 
with a view of obtaining or fecuring the favour of any of thofe who 
may be thought to intereft themfelves in its fuccefs, but becaufe I 
find fome new law for this purpofe indifpenfably neceflary, and be- 
lieve that no better can be contrived, 


GSS SSS SS S15 


SLs Sa Slals leo S155 


Bas 


Sinisa 


ast 
ag at 


412 DEBATE ON [reB. 24, 


We are now, my Lords, to contend with the patlions of all the 
common people. We are endeavouring to reform a vice almoft 
univerfal ; a vice which, however deftructive, is now no longer re- 
proachful. We have tried the force of violent methods and found 
them unfuccefsful; we are now therefore to treat the vulgar as 
children, with a kind of artful indulgence, and to take from them 
fecretly and by degrees what cannot be wholly denied them, without 
exafperating them almoft to rebellion. 

This is the firft attempt, and by this, if one third of the confump- 
tion be diminifhed, we may next year double the duty, and by a new 
augmentation of the price take away another third, and what will 
then be drank, will perhaps by the ftricteft moralifts be allowed to 
be rather beneficial than hurtful. 

By this gradual procedure, we fhall give thofe, who have accuf- 
tomed themfelves to this liquor, time to reclaim their appetites, and 
thofe that live by diftilling, opportunities of engaging in fome other 
employment; we fhall remove the diftemper of the public without 
any painful remedies, and fhall reform the people infenfibly without 
exafperating or perfecuting them. 

The Bifhop of Oxrorp fpoke.to the following purport :—My 
Lords, As 1 am not yet convinced of the expedience of the bill now 
before us, nor can difcover any reafon for believing, that the advan- 
tages will countervail the mifchiefs which it will produce, I think it 
my duty to declare, that I fhall oppofe it as deftructive to virtue, and 
contrary to the inviolable rules of religion. 

It appears to me, my Lords, that the liberty of felling liquors 
which are allowed to be equally injurious to health and virtue, will 
by this law become general and boundlefs; and I can difcover no 
reafon for doubting, that the purchafers will be multiplied by in- 
creafing the numbers of the venders, and the increafe of the fale of 
diftilled {pirits, and the propagation of all kinds of wickednefs are 
the fame; I muft conclude that bill to be deftructive to the public by 
which the fale of fpirits will be increafed. 

Tt has been urged that other more vigorous methods have been 
tried, and that they are now to be laid afide, becaufe experience has 
fhewn them to be ineffetual, becaufe the people unanimoufly afferted 
the privilege of debauchery, oppofed the execution of juftice, and 
purfued thofe with the utmoft malice that offered informations, 

I fould 
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I fhould think, my Lords, that government approaching to its 
diffolution, that was reduced to fubmit its decrees to their judgment 
who are chiefly accufed of the abufe of thefe liquors ; for furely when 
the loweft, the moft corrupt part of the people, have obtained fuch a 
degree of influence, as to dictate to the legiflature thofe laws by which 


they expect to be governed, all fubordination is at an end. 

This, my Lords, I hope, I fhall never fee the {tate of my own 
country 7 1 hope I fhall never fee the government without authority 
to enforce obedience to the laws, nor have I, indeed, feen any fuch 
weakne(s on this occafion: the oppofition that was made, and the 
difcontent that was excited, were no greater than might be reafon~ 


ably expected, when the vice which was to be reformed was fo enor- 
moufly predominant, nor was the effe&t of the law lefs than any one 
who forefaw fuch oppofition might reafonably have conceived. 

In this city alone there were, before the commencement of that 
law, fifteen hundred large fhops, in which no other trade was carried 
on than that of retailing thefe pernicious liquors ; in which no tempta- 
tion to debauchery was forgotten ; and, what cannot be mentioned 
without horror, back rooms and fecret places were contrived for re- 
ceptacles of thofe who had drank, till they had loft their reafon and 
their limbs; there they were crowded together till they recovered 
ftrength fufficient to go away, or drink more. 

Thefe peftilential fhops, thefe ftore-houfes of mifchief, will, upon 


the encouragement which this law will give them, be fet open again; 
new invitations will be hung out to catch the eyes of paflengers, who 
will again be enticed with promifes of being made drunk for a penny, 
and that univerfal debauchery and aftonifhing licentioufnefs which 
gave occafion to the former act will return upon us. 

It is to little purpofe, my Lords, that the licences for felling dif- 
tilled {pirits are to be granted only to thofe who profefs to keep houfes 
for the fale of other liquors, fince nothing will be more eafy than to 
elude this part of the law. Whoever is inclined to open a fhop for 
the retail of fpirits, may take a licence for felling ale 5 and the fale of 
one barrel of more innocent liquors in a year will entitle to difpenfe 
poifon with impunity, and to contribute without controul to the cor- 
ruption of mankind. 

It is confefled, that fince this law was made, thefe liquors have 
been fold only at corners of the ftreets, in petty fhops, and in private: 
cellars ; and therefore it muft be allowed, that if the confumption 
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has increafed, it has at leaft increafed lefs than if the free and open 
fale had been permitted; for the neceflity of fecrecy is always a 
reftraint, and every reftraint muft in fome degree obftruct any prac- 
tice, fince thofe that follow it under reitraint would purfue it more 
vigoroufly, if that reftraint were taken away; and thofe that are now 
totally hindered, would at leaft be more ftrongly tempted by greater 
liberty; and where the temptation is more powerful, more will pro- 
bably be overcome by it. 

But, my Lords, however the Jaw may in this crowded city have 
been eluded and defied, however drunkennefs may here have been 
protected by the infolence which it produces, and crimes have been 
fheltered by the multitudes of offenders, Iam informed, that in parts 
lefs populous, the efficacy of the late act never was denied; and that 
it has in many parts refcued the peeple from the miferies of de- 
bauchery, and only failed in others by the negligence of thofe to 
whom the execution of it was committed. 

Negligently and faintly as it was executed, it did in effect hinder 
many from purfuing this deftructive kind of trade; and even in the 
metropolis itfelf, almoft a total ftop was for a time put to the ufe of 
fpirits ; and had the magiftrates performed their duty with fteadinefs 
and refolution, it is probable, that no plea would have arifen in fa- 
vour of this bill from the inefficacy of the laft. 

I cannot indeed deny, that the multitude of falfe informers fur- 
nifhed the magiftrates with a very fpecious pretence for relaxing their 
vigilance ; but it was only, my Lords, a {pecious pretence, not a 
warrantable reafon; for the fame diligence fhould have been ufed to 
punifh falfe informers as clandeitine retailers; the traders in poifon 
and in perjury fhould have been both purfued with inceflant vigour, 
the fword of juftice fhould have been drawn againft them, nor fhould 
it have been laid afide, till either fpecies of wickednefs had been 
exterminated. 

In the execution of this, as of other penal laws, my Lords, it will 
be always poffible for the judge to be mifled by falfe teftimonies ; and 
therefore the argument which falfe informations furnifh may be ufed 
again{t every other law, where information is encouraged. Yet, my 
Lords, it has been long the practice of this nation to incite criminals 
to dete¢t each other ; and when any enormous crime is committed, to 
proclaim at once pardon and rewards to him that fhall difcover his 
accomplices. ‘This, my Lords, is an apparent temptation to perjury 3: 
and 
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and yet no inconveniencies have arifen from it, that can reafonably 
induce us to lay it afide. 

Perjury may in the execution of this law be detected by the fame 
means as on other occafions; and whenever it is detected, ought to 
be rigoroufly punifhed ; and, J doubt not but in a fhort time the 
difficulties and inconveniencies which are aflerted in the preamble of 
this bill to have attended the putting the tate ad? in execution, would 
fpeedily have vanifhed, the number of delinquents would have been 
every day leffened, and the virtue and induftry of the nation would 
have been reftored. 

It is not indeed afferted, that the execution of the late act was 
impoffible, but that it was attended with difficulties ; and when, my 
Lords, was any defign of great importance effected sare difiicul- 
ties? It is difficult,’ without doubt, to reftrain a nation from vice, 
and to reform a nation already corrupted, is ftill more difficult. But 
as both, however difficult, are neceflary, it is the duty of Govern- 
ment to endeavour them, till it fhall appear that no endeavours can 
fucceed. 

For my part, my Lords, Iam not eafily perfuaded to believe that 
remiffnefs will fucceed, where affiduity has failed; and therefore if 
it be true, as is fuppofed in the preamble, that the former act was 
ineffectual by any defe&ts in itfelf, I cannot conceive that this will 
operate with greater force. 1 cannot imagine that appetites will be 
weakened by leflening the danger of gratifying them, or that men 
who will break down the fences of the law to poflefs themfelves of 
what long habits have, in their opinion, made neceflary to them, will 
neglect it, merely becaufe it is Jaid in their way. 

With regard to this act, my Lords, it is to be enquired, whether 
it is likely to be executed with more diligence than the former, and 
whether the fame obftacles may not equally obfttruct the execution 
of both. 

The great difficulty of the former method, a method certainly in 
itfelf reafonable and efficacious, arofe from the neceffity of receiving 
informations from the meanetit and moft profligate of the people, 
who were often tempted to lay hold of the opportunities which that 
law put into their hands, of relieving their wants, or gratifying 
their refentment ; and very frequently intimidated the innocent by 
threats of accufations, which were not eafily to be confuted. «They 
were therefore equally dangerous to thofe that obeyed the act, a and 
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to thofe that difregarded it; for they fometimes put their threats in 
execution, and raifed profecutions againft thofe who had committed 


no other crime than that of refufing to bribe them to filence. 

An abufe fo notorious, my Lords, produced a general deteftation 
of all informers, or at leat concurred with other caufes to produce 
it; and that deteftation became fo prevalent in the minds of the 
populace, that at laft it became to the higheft degree dangerous to 
attempt the conviction of thofe, who, in the moft open and con- 


temptuous manner, every day violated the laws of their country; and 


in time the retailers trufting to the protection of the people, laid afide 
all cautions, at leaft in this great city, and profecuted their former 
practice with the utmoft fecurity. 

This, my Lords, was the chief difficulty and inconvenience hitherto 
difcovered in the law which is now to be repealed. Thus was its 


execution obftruted, and the provifions enacted by it made inef- 
fectual. This defect therefore ought to be chiefly regarded in any 
new regulations. But what fecurities, my Lords, are - provided 
againft the fame evil in the bill before us? Or why fhould we ima- 
gine that this law will be executed with lefs oppofition than the laft ? 
‘The informers will undoubtedly be of the fame clafs as before ; they 
: are ftill to be incited by a reward; and therefore it may be rea- 
4 i fonably feared, that they will a& upon the fame motives, and be per- 
| fecuted with the fame fury. 

To obviate this inconvenience appears to me very eafy, by con- 
verting the duty upon licences to a large duty upon the liquors to 
be paid by the diftiller; the payment of which will be carefully 
enacted by proper officers, who, though their employment is not very 
reputable, purfue it at leaft without any perfonal danger; ande who 
inform their fuperivrs of any attempts to defraud the revenue, with- 
out being cenfured as officious or ‘revengeful, and therefore are 
without any terrors to hinder them from their duty. 

It has been aflerted, indeed, that the price of a licence is now fo 
{mall, that none who are inclined to deal in fpirits, will negle& to 
fecure themfelves from punifhment and vexation by procuring it; 
and that no man will fubject himfelf to the malice of a profligate, by 
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carrying on an illicit trade, which the annual expence of twenty 
fhillings will make legal. 
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If this argument be juft, my Lords, and to the greateft part of 
this Afiembly, I believe, it will appear very plaufible, how will this 
law 
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Jaw leffen the confumption of diftilled liquors ?—It is confefied that 
it will hinder nobody from felling them; ahd it has been found by 
experience, that nothing can reftrain the people from buying them, 
but fuch laws as hinder them from being fold. 

This Oe therefore, by removing an objection to @ particular 
claufe, wil pa the great argument againft the tenor of the 
bill, that inftead of leffening, it will increafe the confumption of 
thofe liquors which are allowed to be deftructive to the people, to 
enfeeble the body, and to vitiate the minds, and confequently to im- 
pair the ftrength° and commerce of the nation, and to deftroy the 
happinefs and fecurity of life. 

That the cheapnefs of licences will inéuce multitudes to buy 
them, may be expected; but it cannot be hoped that every one wil 
ceafe to fell fpirits without a licence ; for they are, as I am informed, 
offered every hour in the ftreets by thofe to whom twenty fhillings 
make a very large fum, and who therefore will not, or cannot pur- 
hafe ‘a licence. ‘Thefe ought undoubtedly to be detected and pu- 
nifhed ; but there is no provifion made for difcovering them, but 
what has been found already to be ineffectual. 

t appears therefore, my Lords, that this bill will increale the num- 
ber of lawful retailers, without diminifhing that of private dealers ; 


fo that the opportunities of weeny will be multiplied, in pro- 


portion to the numbers wno fhall take licences. 
There is another fallacy by which the ee ae a lled Hage 
have been hitherto avoided, and which will fill mak s bill equally 


ufelefs as the former, for the ends which are to be promoted by it 

It is expected, my Lords, by thofe who achat fpirits fro athe 
diftillers, that they fhould be of a certain degree of ftr ength aan 
they call proof: if they are 4} a lower degree, their price is dimi- 


{ 4 


nifhed ; and if of a higher, it is raifed proportionally; becaufe if the 
{pirits fant the degree "f iayeh bie required, they may be mixed 
with other liquors of little value, and ftill be fold to the drinker at 
the common price 

It is therefore the practice of the diftillers to give their fpirit, 
thrice the degree of ftrength required, by which contrivance, though 


they pay only the duty of one pint, they fell their liquors at the’ 


price of three; becaufe it may be increafed to thrice the quantity 
diftilled, and yet retain fufficient ftrength to promote the purpofes of 
wiekednefs, 

You, il. E This 


© 


Rise DE TRE TT EM Bh Eee & Ben ft DE Bisel Leet ie beh Bree Som Rem, Reet eet edt Der Doe teen, Ber | 


Lath" 


w 


= 


iss 


= 


° | 
enh kt... omot 


be 


SSIS LS Ss SS SSS LSS 


at) 


rom 


Gis TS SSls 


~e 
Pi 


ie 


— 


418 D EB A Te Ose [ FEB. 21. 


This practice, my Lords, fhould be likewife obviated ; for while 
one gallon, after having paid the prefent low duty which is laid upon 
it, may be multiplied te three, the additional price will, in the {mall 
quantities which are ufually demanded, become imperceptible. 

But to fhew yet farther the inefficacy of this bill, let us fuppofe, 
what will not be found by experience, that a halfpenny is added to 
the price of every pint, it will yet be very practicable to revel in 
drunkennefs for a penny, fince a very {mall quantity of thefe hateful. 
liquors is fufficient to intoxicate thofe who have not been habituated. 
to the ufe of them; who though their reformation is undoubtedly 
to be defired, do not fo much demand the care of the legiflature, as 
thofe who are yet untaiated with this pernicious practice, and who 
may, perhaps, by the frequency of temptation, and the prevalence 
of example, be induced in time to tafte thefe execrable liquors, and 
perifh in their firft eflays of debauchery. For fuch is the quality of 
thefe fpirits, that they are fometimes fatal to thofe whe indifcreetly 
venture upon them without caution, and whofe ftomachs have not 
been prepared for large draughts, by proper gradations of intempe- 
rance; a fingle fpoonful has been found fufficient: to hurry two chil- 
dren to the grave. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, that thofe whofe ftations and em- 
ployments make it their duty to fuperintend the conduct of their 
fellow-fubjeCts, ought to contrive fome other law on this occafion ; 
ought to endeavour to refcue the common people from the infatua- 
tion which is become general amongft them, and to withhold from 
them the means of wickednefs. That inftead of complying with 
their prejudices, and flattering their appetites, they fhould exert that 
authority with which they are intrufted in a fteady and refolute op- 
pofition to predominant vices; and without having recourfe to 
gentle arts, and temporizing expedients, fnatch out of their hands 
at once thofe inftruments which are only of ufe for criminal pur- 
pofes, and take from their mouths that draught with which, however 
delicious it may feem, they poifon at once themfelves and their 
polterity. 

The only argument which can be offered in defence of this bill, 
is the neceffity of fupporting the expences of the war, and the dif- 
ficulty of raifing money by any other method, ‘The neceflity of the 
war, my Lords, Lam not about to call in queftion, nor is it very 
confiftent with my charaCter to examine the method in which it has 
been 
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been carried on; but this I can boldly affert, that however juit, 
however neceflary, however prudently profecuted, and however fuc- 
cefsfully concluded, it can produce no advantages equivalent to the 
national fobriety and induftry, and am: certain that no public ad- 
vantage ought to be purchafed at the expence of public virtue. 

But, my Lords, I hope we are not yet reduced to the unhappy 
choice either of corrupting our people, or fubmitting to our ene- 
mies; nor dol doubt but that fupplies may be obtained by methods 
lefs pernicious to the public, and that funds fufficient for the pre- 
fent occafion may be eftablifhed without a legal eftablifhment of 
drunkennefs. 

I hope, my Lords, we fhall not fuffer our endeavours to be 
bafiled by the obftinacy of drunkards; and that we fhall not defift 
from. endeavouring the recovery of the nation from this hateful vice, 
becaufe our firft attempt has failed, fince it failed only by the negli- 
gence or the cowardice of thofe whofe duty required them to pro- 
mote the execution of a juit law. 

Againft the bill now before us I have thought it my duty to de- 
clare, as it appears to me oppolite to every principle of virtue, and 
every jut purpofe of government; and therefore, though I have en- 
grofled fo much of your time in fpeaking on a fubje&t with which it 
cannot reafonably be expected that I fhould be well acquainted, I 
hope I fhall eafily be pardoned by your Lordfhips, fince 1 have no 
private views either of intereft or refentment to promote, and have 
{poken only what my confcience diCtates, and my duty requires. 

Lord Tarsor then rofe up, and {poke to the following purport: 
-~—My Lords, I am afhamed that there fhould be any neceffity of 
oppofing in this Aflembly a bill like that which is now before us; a 
bill crowded with abfurdities, which no ftrength of eloquence can 
exaggerate, nor any force of reafon make more evident. 

This bill, my Lords, is however the firft proof that our new mi- 
nifters have given of their capacity for the tafk which they have un- 
dertaken; this is a fpecimen of their fagacity, and is defigned by 
them as an inftance of the gentle methods by which the expences of 
the government are hereafter to be levied upon the people. The 
nation fhall no longer fee its manufaCtures fubjefted to impofts, nor 
the fruits of induftry taken from the laborious artificer; but drunken- 
ne{s fhall hereafter fupply what has hitherto been paid by diligence 
and traffic; the reftraints of vice fhall be taken away, the barriers 
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4 of virtue and religion broken, and an univerfal licentioufnefs fhall 
a over{fpread the ent that the fchemes of the miniftry may be 
if executed. 
ty What are the projects, my Lords, that are to be purfued by fuch 
7 means, it is not my prefent purpofe to enquire: it is not neceflary 


to add any ageravations to the prefent charge, or to examine what 
has been the former conduét, or what will be the future actions of 
mien who lie open .by their prefent propofal to the moft atrocious 
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accufations ; who are publicly endeavouring the propagation of the 


moft pernicious of all vices, who are laying poifon in the way of 


RE 


their countrymen, poifon by which not only the body, but the mind 


is contaminated ; who are attempting to eftablifh by a law a practice 


productive of rat the miferies to which human nature is incident; a 
practice which will at once difperfe difeafes and fedition, and promote 
Deogary an ne sg on. 
T his, my Lords, is the expedient by which the acutenefs of our 


¢ t 
miniftry propofes to raife the fupplies of the prefent year, and by 
ion that they are qualified for the 
high trufts to which they are advanced; and that they owe their 
exaltation only to the fuperiority of their abilities, the extent of their 
knowledge, and the maturity of their experience: by this matfter- 
{troke of policy they hope to lay for their authority a firm and 
durable foundation, and to poffef 
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fs themfelves, by this happy con- 
trivance, at once of the Sie: of the Grown, and the affec- 
tions of the people. 

But, my Lords, Iam fo little convinced of their abilities, that 
amidft all the exultation which this new fcheme produces, I will 
venture to predict the decline of their influence, and to fix the pe- 
riod of their greatnefs ; for 1 am perfuaded, that notwithftanding the 
yeadinefs with which they have hitherto facrificed the intereft of their 
country, notwithftanding the defperate precipitation with which they 
have blindly engaged in the moft dangerous meafures, they will not 
be able to continue a year in their prefent ftations. 

The bill now under our confideration, my Lords, will undoubtedly 
make all thofe their enemies whom it does not corrupt; for what 

can be expected from it, but univerfal diforder and boundlefs wicked- 
nefs? Wickednefs made infolent by the protection of the law, and 


diforder promoted by all thofe whofe wealth is increafed by the in- 
¢reafe ws revenues of the Gsovernment, 
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Had it been urged, my Lords, in defence of this bill, that it was 
neceflary to raife money, and that money could only be raifed by 
increafing the confumption of diftilled fpirits, it would have been 
apparent that it was well calculated to promote the purpofes in- 
tended; but furely, to affert that it will obftruct the ufe of thefe 
liquors, is to difcover a degree either of ignorance, of effrontery, or 
of folly, by which few ftatefmen have been hitherto diftinguifhed, 

If we receive without examination the eftimates which have been 
laid down, and allow the duty to rife as high as thofe by whom it 
is projected have ventured to aflert, the price of thefe liquors. can 
be raifed but a halfpenny a pint; and there are few, even among the 
loweft of thofe who indulge themfelves in this fatal luxury, whom 
the want of a fingle halfpenny can often debar from it. 

And though thefe accurate calculators fhould infift that men may 
fometimes be compelled to fobriety by this addition to the expence 
of being drunk, yet how far will this reftrainc be found from being 
equivalent to the new temptation, which will be thrown into the 
way of thoufands, yet uncorrupted, by the multitude of new fhops 
that willbe opened for the diftribution of poifon, and the fecurity 
which debauchery will obtain from the countenance of the legif- 
lature. 

What will be the confequences of any encouragement given toa 
vice already almoft irrefiftibly prevalent, I cannot determine ; but 
furely nothing is too difmal to be expected from univerfal drunken- 
nefs, from a general depravity of all the moft ufeful part of man- 
kind, from an epidemical fury of debauchery, and an unbounded 
exemption from reftraint. 3 

How little any encouragement is wanting to promote the con- 
fumption of thofe execrable liquors, how much it concerns every 
man who has been informed of their quality, and who has feen their 
confequences, to oppofe the ufe of them with his utmoft influence, 
appears from the enormous quantity which the {tills of this nation 
annually produce. 

The number of gallons which appears from the accounts on the 
table to have been confumed laft year, is feven millions; a quan- 
tity fufficient to deftroy the health, interrupt the labour, and deprave 
the morals of a very great part of the nation; a quantity which, if 
it be fuffered to continue undiminifhed, will, even without any legal 
encouragement of its ufe, in a fhort time deftroy the happinefs of 
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the public; and by impairing the ftrength, and leflening the number 
of manufacturers and labourers, introduce poverty and famine. 

Inftead therefore of promoting a practice fo evidently detrimental 
to fociety, let us oppofe it with the moft vigorous efforts; let us 
begin out oppofition by rejecting this bill, and then confider, whether 
the execution of the former Jaw fhall be enforced, or whether ano- 
ther more efficacious can be formed. 

Lord CHoLMONDELEY then {poke to the following effe€t:—My 
Lords, Vhough it is undoubtedly the right of every perfon in this 
Aflembly to utter his fentiments with freedom, yet furely decency 
ought to reflrain us from virulent, and juftice from undeferved  re- 
proaches ; we ought not to cenfure any conduct with more feverity 
than it deferves, nor condemn any man for practices of which he is 
innocent. 

This rule, which will not, I fuppofe, be controverted, has not in 


my opinion been very carefully obferved in this debate; for furely 


ment has looked idly upon the advances of debauchery, or has fuf- 
fered drunkennefs to prevail without oppofition. 

Of the care with which this licentioufnefs has been oppofed, no 
other proof can be required, than the laws which have in the pre- 
fent reign been made againft it. Soon after the fucceffion of his 
Majefty, the ufe of compound fpirits was prohibited; but this law 
being eluded by fubftituting liquors fo drawn, as not to be included 
in the ftatutes, it was foon after repealed; and the people were for a 
time, indeed, fuffered to drink diftilled liquors without reftraint, 
becaufe a proper method of reftraining them was not eafily to be 
found. 

How difficult it was to contrive means by which this vice might 
fafely be prevented, appeared more plainly foon afterwards, when 
the outrageous licentioufnefs of the populace made it necefiary to 
contrive fome new law by which the ufe of that liquor might be 
prohibited, to which fo much infolence, idlenefs and diilolutenefs 
were imputed. 

‘The law which it is now propofed to repeal, was then zealoufly 


promoted by thofe who were then moft diftinguifhed for their vir- 


; 


tue and their prudence. Every. man who had any regard for the 
happinefs of the public, was alarmed at the inundation of licentiouf- 
hic 


nefs that overflowed this city, and began to {pread itfelf to the re 
moter 
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moter parts of the kingdom; and it was determined that nothing 
‘but’ a total prohibition of diftilled liquors could preferve the peace, 


and reftore the virtue of the nation. 

A Jaw was therefore made, which prohibited the retail of diftilled 
fpirits; and it was expected that the people would immediately re- 
turn to the ufe of more innocent and healthful liquors, and that the 


new art of fudden intoxication would be wholly fuppreffed; but 
with how little knowledge of the difpofitions of the nation this hope 
was formed, the event quickly difcovered; for no fooner was the 
darling liquor withheld, than a general murmur was raifed over all 
parts of this great city, and all the lower orders of the people tefti- 
fied their difcontent in the moft open manner. Multitudes were 


immediately tempted by the profpect of uncommon gain, to retail 


the prohibited liquors; of thefe many were detected, and many pu- 
nifhed ; and the trade of information was fo lucrative, and fo clofely 
followed, that there was no doubt but the law would produce the 
effect expected from it, and that the moft obftinate retailers would, 
by repeated profecutions, be difcouraged from the praétice. 

But no fooner did the people find their favourite gratification in 
real danger, than they unanimoufly engaged in its defence; they 


difcovered that without informers, the new law was without opera~ 
tion; and the informers were therefore perfecuted by them without 
mercy, and without remiffion, till at laft no man would venture to 
provoke the refentment of the populace for the reward to which in- 
formation entitled him. 

Thus, my Lords, one law has been eluded by artifice, and ano- 
ther defeated by violence ; the practice of drinking fpirits, however 
pernicious, ftill continued to prevail ; the magiftrates could not punifh 
a crime of which they were not informed, and they could obtain no 
information of a practice vindicated by the populace. 

It is not indeed to be allowed that the cuftom of drinking diftilled 
liquors, however prevalent, has yet arifen to the height at which 
the noble Lord who fpoke laft feems to imagine it arrived; for 
though it is undoubtedly true that feven millions of gallons are an- 
nually diftilled, it is not to be imagined that the whole quantity is 
wafted in debauchery ; fome is exhaufted by the neceflities, and fome 
by the conveniencies of life; a great part is exported to other coun- 
tries, and the diftillery promotes many other purpofes than thofe of 
riot and licentioufnels. 
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That too much, however, is ufed by the common people, and that 
intemperance has for fome time prevailed in a degree unknown to 
any former age, cannot be denied; and therefore fome means of 
peered them ought to be tried. What then, my Lords, is to 
be done? The firft law was eluded, the fecond is defied; the firft 
was gral, but produced no reftraint; the fecond produces a re- 
ftraint fo violent, that it cannot be executed. 

‘That the prefent law is ineffeétual, cannot be doubted by thofe 
who aflert, that the quantity of fpirits diftilled, has every year in- 
creafed; and there feems to remain therefore no other choice than 
that of fuffering this increafe to proceed, or to endeavour to prevent 
it by new regulations, The prefent law ought to be repealed, be- 
caufe it is ulelefs ; but furely fome other Gught to fupply its place, 
which may be more eafily enforced, and lefg violently oppofed, 

‘The bill now before us, my Lords, will, in my opinion, anfwer 
all the purpofes of the laft, without noife, and without difturbance. 
By leflening the price of licences, it will put a {top to. clandeftine 
retail; and by raifing that of the liquors, it will hinder the common 

cople from drinking them in their ufual excefs, Thofe who have 
hitherto loft their reafon and limbs twice a day by their drunken- 


t 


nefs, will not be able, under the intended regulations, to commit_the 


ret 
oO 


farget 


~~ 


fame crime twice in a week ; and as the temptation of cheapnefs 
I p 


y 


will be taken away, it may be hoped that the next generation will not 
: 


, my See the arguments in favour of this bill 

are at leaft pla te eand f{pecious; fince the defign appears to be 

worthy of this Aflembly, and the method propofed fuch as may be 

oduce the effects which the projectors of the bill defire; 
P 


and fince a Opinions of this Houfe are at leaft div vided, and the 
other has pafied it almoft phil oppolition, we ought at leaft, in my 
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Opinion, not to reject it with precipitation, but to refer it to a Com- 
mittee, that it may be fully confidered; and. thofe cbjections which 
cannot be anfwered, remoyed by proper alterations. 

Lord Carrerer fpoke to the following purport :—My Lords, 
The bill now under our confiderati ion appears to me to deferve a 
much more clofer regard than feems to have been paid to it in the 
other Houle, through which it was hurried with the utmoft preci- 
pitation, and where it was pafled, almoft without the forma ality of a de- 
pate; nor can I think that earneftne’s with which fome Lords feem 


ed 
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inclined to prefs it forward here, confiftent with the importance of 
the confequences which may be with great reafon expected from it. 

It has been urged, that where fo great a number have formed 
expectations of a national benefit from any bill, fo much deference, 
at leaft, is due to their judgment, as that the bill fhould be confi~ 
dered in a committee. This, my Lords, I admit to be in other cafes 
a juft and reafonable demand, and will readily allow that the pro- 
pofal not only of a confiderable number, but even of any fingle 
Lord, ought to be fully examined, and regularly debated, according 
to the ufual forms of this Aflembly. But in the prefent cafe, my 
Lords, and in all cafes like the prefent, this demand is improper, 
becaufe it isufelefs ; and it is ufelefs, becaufe we can do now, all that we 
cain do hereafterin acommittee. For the bill before us is a money bill, 
which, according ‘to the prefent opinion of the Commons, we have 
no right to amend; and which therefore we have no need of con- 
fidering in a committee, fince the event of all our deliberations muft 
be, that we are either to reject or pafs it in its prefent ftate. For I 
fuppofe no Lord will think this a proper time to enter into a con- 
troverfy with the Commons for the revival of thofe privileges to 


which I believe we have a right, and fuch acontroverfy the leaft ' 


attempt to amend a money bill will certainly produce, 


To defire therefore, my Lords, that this bill may be confidered | 


in a committee, is only to defire that it may gain one ftep without 
oppofition ; that it may proceed through the forms of the Houfe by 
ftealth, and that the confideration of it may be delayed till the exi- 
gencies of the Government fhall be fo great, as not to allow time 
for raifing the fupplies by any other method, 

But this artifice, grofs as it is, the patrons of this wonderful bill 
hope to obftruct a plain and open detection of its tendency. “They 
hope, my Lords, that the bill fhall operate in the fame manner with 
the liquor which it is intended to bring into more general ule 5 
and that as thofe that drink {pirits are drunk before they are well 
aware that they are drinking, the effe&s of this law fhall be per- 
ceived before we know that we have made it. Their intent 1s to 
give us a dram of policy which is to be fwallowed before it is tafted, 
and which, when once it is fwallowed, will turn our heads. 

But, my Lords, I hope we fhall be fo cautious as to examine 
the draught which thefe ftate empirics have thought proper to 
offer us; and I am confident that a very little examination will 


convince 
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convince us of the pernicious qualities of their new preparation, and 
fhew that it can have no other effe& than that of poifoning. the 
public. 

‘The law before us, my Lords, feems to be the effet of that prac- 
tice of which it is intended likewife to be the caufe, and to be 
dictated by the liquor of which it fo effectually promotes the ufe ; 
for furely it never before was conceived by any man intrufted with 
the adminiftration of public affairs, to raife taxes by the deftru€tion 
of the people. 

Nothing, my Lords, but the deftru€tion of all the moft laborious 
and ufeful part of the nation can be expeéted, from the licence which 
is now propofed to be given not only to drunkennefs, but to drunken- 
nefs of the moft deteftable and dangerous kind, to the abufe not 
only of intoxicating, but of poifonous liquors. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more abfurd than to aflert, that the ufe of 
{pirits will be hindered by the bill now before us, or indeed that it 
will not be ina very great degree promoted by it. For what pro- 
duces all kind of wickednefs, but the profpect of impunity on one 
part, or the folicitation of opportunity on the other; either of thefe 
have too frequently been fufficient to overpower the fenfe of mora- 
lity, and even of religion; and what is not to be feared from them, 
when they fhall unite their force, and operate together; when temp- 
tations fhall be increafed, and terror taken away? 

It is allowed by thofe who have hitherto difputed on either fide of 
this queftion, that the people appear obftinately enamoured of this 
new liquor; it is allowed on both parts, that this liquor corrupts the 
mind, enervates the body, and deftroys vigour and virtue at the 
fame time; that it makes thofe who drink it too idle, and too feeble 
for work; and, while it impoverifhes them by the prefent expence, 
difables ahem from retrieving its ‘ill confequences by ian 
induftry. 

It might be imagined, my Lords, that thofe who had thus far 
agreed, would not badity find any occafion of difpute; nor would 
any man, unacquainted with the motives by which fenatorial de- 
bates are too often influenced, fufpeét that after the pernicious qua- 
ities of this liquor, and the general inclination among the people to 
the immoderate ufe‘of it, had been generally admitted, it could be after- 
wards enquired, whether it ought to be made more common, whether 

this univerfal thirft for poifon ought to be encouraged by the legifla- 


ture, 
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ture, and whether a new ftatute ought to be made to fecure drunkards 
in the gratification of their appetites. 
To pretend, my Lords, that the defign of this bill is to prevent 


or diminith the ufe of fpirits, is to trample upon common fenfe, and 
to violate the rules of decency as well as of reafon. For when did 
any man hear, that a commodity was prohibited by licenfing its fale ? 


or that to offer and refufe is the fame action? 

It is indeed pleaded, that it will be made dearer by the tax which is 
propofed, and that the increafe of the price will diminifh the numbers 
of the purchafers ; but it is at the fame time expected, that this tax 


fhall fupply the expence of a war on the continent: it is aflerted 
therefore, that the confumption of fpirits will be hindered, and yet 
that it will be fuch as may be expected to furnifh, from a very {mall 
tax, a revenue fufficient for the fupport of armies, for the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the Auftrian family, and the repreffion of the attempts of 
France. 


Surely, my Lords, thefe expetations are not very confiftent, nor 
can it be imagined that they are both formed in the fame head, though 
they may be exprefled by the fame mouth. It is however fome re- 
commendation of a ftatefman, when of his aflertions one can be 
found reafonable or true; and in this praife cannot be denied to our 
prefent minifters ; for though it is undoubtedly falfe, that tnis tax will 
lefflen the confumption of fpirits, it is certainly true, that it will pro- 


duce a very large revenue, a revenue that will not fail but with the 
people from whofe debaucheries it arifes. 

Our minifters will therefore have the fame honour with their pre- 
deceflors, of having given rife to a new fund, not indeed for the 
payment of our debts, but for much more valuable purpofes, for the 
exaltation of our hearts under oppreffion, for the elevation of our 
{pirits amidft mifcarriages and difappointments, and for the chearful 
fupport of thofe debts, which we have loft hopes of paying. They 
are refolved, my Lords, that the nation, which nothing can make 


wife, fhall, while they are at its head, at leaft be merry; and fince 
public happinefs is the end of government, they feem to imagine that 
they fhall deferve applaufe by an expedient which will enable every 
man to lay his cares afleep, to drown forrow, and lofe in the delights 

of drunkennefs both the public miferies and his own. 
Surely, my Lords, men of this unbounded benevolence, and this 
exalted genius, deferve fuch honours as were never paid before; they 
deferve 
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deferve to beftride a butt upon every fign-poft in the metropolis, or 
to have their countenances exhibited as tokens where this liquor is 
to be fold by the licence which they have procured. They muft be 
at leaft remembered to future ages, as the happy politicians who, after 
all expedients for raifing taxes had been employed, difcovered a new 
method of draining the laft reliques of the public wealth, and added 
a new revenue to the government; nor will thofe, who fhall here- 
after enumerate the feveral funds now eftablifhed among us, forget 
among the benefactors to their country, the illuftrious authors of the 
drinking fund, 

May I be allowed, my Lords, to congratulate my countrymen and 
fellow-fubjects upon the happy times which are now approaching, in 
which no man will be difqualified for the privilege of being drunk, 
when all difcontent and difloyalty fhall be forgotten, and the people, 
though now confidered by the miniftry as their enemies, fhall ac- 
knowledge the lenity of that government, under which all reftraints 
are taken away. 

But to a bill for fuch defirable purpofes, it would be proper, my 
Lords, to prefix a preamble, in which the kindnefs of our intentions 
Should be more fully explained, that’ the nation may not miftake our 
indulgence for cruelty, nor confider their benefaGtors as their perfe- 
cutors. If therefore this bill be confidered and amended, (for why 
elfe fhould it be confidered ?) ina committee, I fhall humbly propofe, 
that it fhall be introduced ia this manner: ‘ Whereas the defigns of 
the prefent miniftry, whatever they are, cannot be executed without 
a great number of mercenaries, which mercenaries cannot be hired 
without money; and whereas the prefent di{pofition of this nation to 
drunkennefs inclines us to believe, that they will pay more chearfully 
for the undifturbed enjoyment of diftilled liquors, than for any other 
conceflion that can be made by the government, be it enacted, by the 
King’s moft excellent Majefty, that no man fhall hereafter be denied 
the right of being drunk on the following conditions,” 

This, my Lords, to trifle no longer, is the proper preamble to this 
bill, which contains only the conditions on which the people of this 
kingdom are to be allowed henceforward to riot in debauchery, in 
debauchery licenfed by law, and countenanced by the magiftrates ; 
for there is no doubt but thofe on whom the inventors of this tax fhall 
confer authority, will be directed to affift their mafters in their defign 
to encourage the confumption of that liquor from which fuch large 
revenues 
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revenues are expected, and to multiply without end thofe licences 
which are to pay an yearly tribute to the crown. i 

By this unbounded licence, my Lords, that price will be leflened, 
from the increafe of which the expectations of the efficacy of this law 
are pretended ; for the number of retailers will leffen the value as in 
all other cafes, and leffen it more than this tax will increafe it. Be- 
fides, it is to be confidered, that at prefent the retailer expects to be 
paid for the danger which he incurs by an unlawful trade, and will 
not truft his reputation or his purfe to the mercy cf his cuftomer, 
without a profit proportioned to the hazard; but when once the re- 


fraint fhail be taken away, he will fell for common gain; and it can 


hardly be imagined, that at prefent he fubjects himfelf to informations 


and penalties for lefs than fix-pence a gallon. 

The fpecious pretence, on which this bill is founded, and indeed 
the only pretence that deferves to be termed fpecious, is the pro- 
priety of taxing vice; but this maxim of government has on this 
occafion been either miftaken or perverted. Vice, my Lords, is not 
properly to be taxed, but {upprefled; and heavy taxes are fometimes 
the only means by which that fuppreffion can be attained. Luxury, 
my Lords, or the exce(s of that which is pernicious only by its 


excefs, may very properly be taxed, that fuch excefs, though not 


ftriGtly unlawful, may be made more dificult, But the ufe of thefe 
things which are fimply hurtful, hurtful in their own nature and in 
every degree, is to be prohibited. None, my Lords, ever heard in 
any nation of a tax upon theft or adultery, becaufe a tax. implies a 
licence granted for the ufe of that which is taxed, to ail who fhall be 
willing to pay it. 

Drunkennefs, my Lords, is univerfally and in all circumftances an 
evil, and therefore ought not to be taxed but punifhed; and the means 
of it not to be made eafy by a flight impoft which none can feel, but 
to be removed out of the reach of the people, and fecured by the 
heavieft taxes levied with the utmoft rigour. I hope thofe, “to 
whofe care the religion of the nation is particularly configned, will 


inanimoufly join with me in maintaining the neceflity, not of taxing 


vice, but fupprefling it; and unite for the rejection of a bill, by 


j j 
which the future as wel! as prefent happincfs of thoufands muft be 

deftroyed. 
Lord LonspaLe {poke as follows:—My Lords, The bill now 
before us has, from its firfl appearance in the other Houfe, feemed to 
rm 
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me of fuch importance as to deferve the greateft attention, and to 
demand the moft diligent enquiry ; and I have therefore confidered it 
with uncommon care, and purfued all. thofe enquiries from which I 
could expect any affiftance for difcovering its tendency and its confe- 
quences, with the niceft and moft anxious vigilance, 

That my attention and diligence may not wholly terminate in the 
gratification of idle and ufelefs Curiofity, it is proper to inform your 
Lordthips of their refult; by which I hope to convince you, as I am 
myfelf convinced, that this bill cannot become a law, without en- 
dangering the lives of thoufands, without difperfing difeafes over 
the nation, or without multiplying crimes beyond the pofibility of 
reftraint or punifhment ; that it will fill the land with confufion: for 
atime, by infatuating the people, and afterwards lay it defolate by 
deftroying them, 

All my enquiries, my Lords, have had one conftant and uniform 
eficct. On what fide foever I have turned my fpeculations, I have 
found new arguments againft this bill, and have difcovered new mifz 
chicfs comprized in it; mifchiefs which, however fome may endea- 
vour to everlook them, and others to defpife them, will be found in 
a fhort time too general to be concealed, and too formidable to be 
neglected. | 

‘The rit confideration, in which the neceflity of deliberating on 
this bill engaged me, related to the quality of the liquors which are 
mentioned in it. With regard to this queftion, my Lords, there 
was no pofibility of long fufpence ; for the pernicious effects of fpirits 

ere confeffed equally by all thofe who countenanced and oppofed 
this new project; nor could any man take a furvey of this city with- 
out meeting in his way fuch objects as might make all farther enquiry 
{uperfluous, The idlenefs, the infolence, the debauchery of the com- 
mon people, and their natural and certain confequences, poverty, 
difeafes, mifery and wickednefs, are to be obferved without any in- 
tention of indulging fuch difagreeable fpeculations ; in every part of 
this great metropolis, whoever fhall pafs along the ftreets, will find 
wretches ftretched upon the pavement, infenfible and motionlefs, and 
only removed by the charity of paflengers from the danger of being 
crufhed by carriages, or trampled by horfes, or ftrangled with filth in 
the common fewers ; and others lefs ‘helplefs perhaps, but more 
dangerous, who have drank too much to fear punifhment, but not 
enough to hinder them from provoking it; who think themfelves, 
rel 
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in the elevation of drunkennefs, entitled to treat all thofe with con- 
tempt whom their drefs diftinguifhes from them, and to refent every 


injury which in the heat of their imagination they fuppofe themfelves 


to fuffer, with the utmoft rage of refentment, violence of rudenefs, 


and fcurrility of tongue. 
No man can pafs a fingle hour in public places without meeting 


fuch objets, or hearing fuch expreffions as difgrace human nature ; 


fuch as cannot be looked upon without horror, or heard without in- 
dignation, and which there is however no poflibility of removing or 


preventing, whilft this hateful liquor is publicly fold. 
But the vifible and obvious effects of thefe pernicious draughts, 


however offenfive or inconvenient, are yet much lefs to be dreaded 


than their more flow and fecret operations. “That excefs of diftilled 
{pirits inflames the poor to infolence and fury; that it expofes them 
either to hurt by making them infenfible of danger, or to punifhment 
by making them fearlefs of authority, is not to be reckoned the moft 
fatal confequence of their ufe; for thefe effects, though their fre- 
quency makes it neceflary to fupprefs them, with regard to each indi« 
vidual are of no long duration ; the underftanding is in a fhort time 
recovered after a fingle debauch, and the drunkard may return to his 
employment. 

But though the pleafures of drunkennefs are quickly at an end, 
its pains are of longer continuance. ‘Thefe liquors not only in- 
fatuate the mind, but poifon the body; nor do they produce only 
momentary fury, but incurable debility and lingering difeafes; they 
not only fill our ftreets with madmen, and our prifons with crimi- 
nals, but our hofpitals with cripples. Thofe who have for a time 
infefted the public walks with their infults, quickly difturb them with 
their lamentations, and are foon reduced from bullies to beggars, and 


obliged to folicit alms from thofe they ufed to threaten and infult. 
Nor does the ufe of fpirits, my Lords, only impoverifh the public, 


by leflening the number of ufeful and laborious hands, but by cutting 
off thofe recruits by which its natural and inevitable lofles are ta be 
fupplied. The ufe of diftilled liquors impairs the fecundity of the 
human race, and hinders that increafe which Providence has ordained 
for the fupport of the world. “Thofe women who riot in this poifonous 
debauchery are quickly difabled from bearing children, by bringing 
on themfelves in a fhort time all the infirmities and weaknefles of 
age; or, what is yet more deftructive to general happinefs, produce 

3 children 
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children difeafed from their birth by the vices of their parents, chil- 
dren whole blood is tainted with inveterate and accumulated mala- 
dies, for which no cure can be expected ; and who therefore are an 
additional burden to the community, and muft be fupported through 
a miferable life by that labour which they cannot fhare, and muft 
be, protected by that community of which they cannot contribute to 
the defence. 

‘Thus, my Lords, is the great fource of power and wealth dried 
up, the numbers of the people are every day diminifhed, and by con- 
fequence our armies muft be weakened, our trade abandoned, and 
eur lands uncultivated. “Fo diminifh the people of any nation is the 
moft atrocious political crime that it is poffible to commit; for it 
tends not to enilave or impoverifh, but to annihilate ; not to make a 
nation miferable, but to make it no longer a nation. 

Such, my Lords, the effects of diftiiled liquors; effe&ts of which 
IT would not have fhocked you with the enumeration, had it not been 
with 2 defign of preventing them; and furely no man will be charged 
with fo trivial an offence as negligence of delicacy, when he is plead- 


} 


ing, not for the honour or the life of a fingle man, but for the peace 


of the prefent age, the health of pofterity, and the exiftence of the: 


Britifh people. 

After having examined the nature of thefe liquors, it is natural 
to enquire, how much they are in ufe; whether mankind appear to 
know their quality, and avoid and deteft them like other poifons; 
or whether they are confidered as inoffenfive, and drank like other 
liquors to raife the fpirits, or to gladden the heart; whether they 
make part of focial entertainments, and whether they are handed round 
at public tables, without any fufpicion of their fatal confequences. 


7 


It is well known, my Lords, that thefe liquors have not~been 
long in ufe among the common people. Spirits were at firft only 
ymported from foreign countries, and were by confequence too dear 
for the luxuries of the vulgar.. In time it was difcovered, that it 
was practicable to draw from grain, and other products of our own 
foil, fuch liquors as, though not equally pleafing to elegant palates 
with thofe sé other nations, refembled them at leaft in their inebriating 
quality, and might be afforded at an eafy rate, and confequently 
gene erally purchafed. 


This difcovery, my Lords, gave rife to the new trade of diftilling, 


which has been now for many years carried on in this nation, and 


of 
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of the progrefs of which, fince the duties were laid upon its produce, 
an exact account may be eafily obtained, which I thought fo necef- 
fary in our deliberations on this bill, that I have procured it to be 
Grawn out. 

From this account, my Lords, it will be difcovered, what cannot 
be related without the utmoft grief, that there has prevailed for many 
years a kind of contagious infatuation among the common people, 
by which they have been incited to poifon themfelves and their chil- 
dren with diftilled fpirits ; they have forfaken thofe liquors which in 
former times enlivened their converfation and exalted their merriment, 
and inftead of ale and beer, rioted of late in diftilled {pirits. 

The amazing increafe of the confumption of fpirits for the laft ten 
years, 1s a proof too evident of the prevalence of this deftructive fpe- 
cies of drunkennefs; and I fhall therefore, without troubling your 
Lordfhips with earlier accounts, only mention in round numbers, the 
vaft quantities for which the duty has been paid for a few years in 
that period. In the year 1733, the number of gallons diftilled was 
three millions and nine hundred thoufand, which in 1735 was in= 
creafed to five millions and three hundred thoufand: foon afterwards 
the law was made which we are now perfuaded to repeal, by the 
execution of which, however feeble and irrefolute, the number was 
reduced in the firft year afterwards to three millions, and might per- 
haps by fteady perfeverance have been every year leflened; but ina 
fhort time the people prevailed in the conteft with the legiflators, they 
intimidated information, and wearied profecution; and were atlength 
allowed to indulge themfelves in the enjoyment of their favourite vice 
without any farther moleftation. 

The effe@s of this indulgence, my Lords, have been very remark- 
able ; nor can it be denied, that the government betrayed great weak- 


nefs in fuffering the laws to be over-ruled by drunkennefs, and the 
meaneft and moft profligate of the people to fet the ftatutes at de- 
fiance; for the vice which had been fo feebly oppofed fpread wider 
and wider, and every year added regularly another million of gallons 
to the quantity of fpirits diftilled, till in the laft year they arofe to 
feven millions and one hundred thoufand gallons. 

Such, my Lords, is at prefent the ftate of the nation; twelve 
millions of gallons of thefe poifonous liquors are every year fwallowed 
by the inhabitants of this kingdom; and this quantity, enormous as 


it is, will probably every year increafe, till the number of the people 
Vor ih eS, fhall 
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fhall be fenfibly diminifhed by the difeafes which it muft produce; not 
fhall we find any decay of this pernicious trade, but by the general 
mortality that will overfpread the kingdom. 

At leaft if this vice fhould be fuppreffed, it muft be fupprefled by 
fome fupernatural interpofition of Providence; for nothing is more 
abfurd than to imagine, that the bill now before us can produce any 
{uch effet. For what, my Lords, encourages any man to a crime 
but fecurity from punifhment, or what tempts him to the commiffion 
of it but frequent opportunity? We are however about to reform the 
practice of drinking fpirits, by making fpirits more eafy to be pro- 
cured; we are about to hinder them from being bought, by exempting 
the vender from all fear of punifhment. 

It has indeed been aflerted, that the tax now to be laid upon 
thefe liquors will have fuch wonderful effects, that thofe who are at 
prefent drunk twice a day, will not be henceforward able to commit 
the {ame crime twice a week; an aflertion which I could not hear 
without wondering at the new difcoveries which minifterial fagacity 
can fometimes make. 

In deliberations on a fubje@t of fuch importance, my Lords, no 
man ought to content himfelf with conjecture, where certainty may, - 
at whatfoever expence of labour, be attained ; nor ought any man 
to neglect a careful and attentive examination of his notions before 
he offers them in public confultations; for if they were erroneous, | 
and no man can be certain that he is in the right, who has never 
brought his own opinions to the teft of enquiry, he expofes himfelf 
to be detected in ignorance or temerity, and to that contempt which 

fuch detection naturally and juftly produces; or if his audience 
fubmit their reafon to his authority, and neglect to examine his afler- 
tions, in confidence that he has fufficiently examined them himfelf, 
he may fuffer what to an honeft mind muft be far more painful than 
any perfonal ignominy, he may languifh under the confcioufnefs of 
having influenced the public counfels by falfe declarations, and hav- 
ing by his negligence betrayed his country to calamities which a clofer 
attention might have enabled him to have forefeen. 

Whether the noble Lord, who alledzed the certainty of reforma- 
tion which this bill will produce, ever examined his own opinion, i 
know not; but think it neceflary at leaft to confider it more particu- 
larly, to fupply that proof of it which, if it be true, he neglected to 

produce, 
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produce, or to fhew, if it be found falfe, how little confident aflertions 
are to be regarded, 

Between twice a day, and twice a week, the noble Lord will not 
deny the proportion to be as feven to one; and therefore to prevent 
drunkennefs in the degree which he perfuades us to expeét, the price 
of the liquor muft be raifed in the fame proportion ; but the duty laid 
upon the gallon will not increafe the price a fifth part, even though it 
fhould not be eluded by diftilling liquors of an extraordinary ftrength ; 


one iifth part of the price is therefore, in his Lordfhip’s eftimate, equal 
to the whole price feven times multiplied, Such are the arguments 
which have been produced in favour of this bill; and fuch is the dili- 
gence with which the public happinefs is promoted by thofe who have 
hopes of being enriched by public calamities. 


a Sp ati Ta a al R IE ORL TST 


As the tax will not make a fifth part of the price, and even that 
may be in fome meafure evaded, the duty paid for licences {carcely 
deferves confideration ; for it is not intended to hinder retailers, but 
to make them ufeful in fome degree to the miniftry, by paying an 
yearly tax for the licence of poifoning. 

It is therefore apparent, upon the noble Lord’s fuppofition that 
the price of the liquor will be raifed in confequence of this tax, 


that no man can be hindered from more than a fifth part of his ufual 
debauchery, which however would be fome advantage to the public ; 
but even-this fmall advantage cannot be expected from the bill, be- 
caufe one part will obftruct the benefits that might be hoped from 
another. 

The duty upon liquors, however inconfiderable, will be neceflarily 
an augmentation of the price to the firft buyer, but probably that 
augmentation will be very little felt by the confumer.. For, my Lords, 
it muft be confidered, that many circumftances concur to conftitute 
the price of any commodity ; the price of what is in itfelf cheap, may 
be raifed by the art or the condition of thofe that fell it; what is 
engrofled by a few hands, is fold dearer than when the fame quantity 
is difperfed in many; and what is fold in fecurity, and under the pro- 
tection of the law, is cheaper than that which expofes the vender to 
profecutions and penalties. 

At’ prefent, my Lords, diftilled fpirits are fold in oppofition to the 
laws of the kingdom; and therefore it is reafonable, as has been 
before obferved, to believe that an extraordinary proft is expected, 
becaufe no man will incur danger without advantage. It is at pre- 

Pf) 2 fent 


QiBeg FF RE a ee ea DFE LE Be Reel Raven Missal Dowel Perse: Saf: Shr Pore ct ees Bemet Beret 


Lath 


Le 


~— 


5 paneer | PAT 


iS isis iS SS Sis SS 1sis1s 


eSEESESE 


seal 


wey 


436 PEBA TE ON [ res. 21. 


fent retailed for the gteateft part by indigent perfons, who cannot be 
fuppofed to buy it in large quantities, and confequently not at the 
cheapeft rate; and who mutft of neceffity gain a large profit, becaufe 
they are to fubfift upon a very {mall ftock. 

Thefe caufes concurring, may be eafily imagined to raife the price 
more than a fifth part above the profit which is expected in other 
traffic ; but when this bill fhall become a law, the neceflity of large 
profit will no longer fubfift; for there will then be no danger in re- 
tailing fpirits, and they will be chiefly fold in houfes by perfons who 
can afford to purchafe them in great quantities, who can be trufted 
by the diftiller, for the ufual time allowed in other trades ; and who 
therefore may fell them without any exorbitant advantage. 

Befides, my Lords, it is reafonable to imagine, that the prefent 
profit to the retailer is very great, fince, like that which arifes from 
the clandeftine exportation of wool, it is fufficient to tempt multi- 
tudes to a breach of the law, a contempt of penalties, and a defiance 
of the magiftrates ; and it may be therefore imagined, that there is 
room for a confiderable abatement of the price, which may fubtract 
much more than is added by this new duty. 

This deduétion from the price, my Lords, will probably be foon 
produced by the emulation of retailers, who, when the trade becomes 
fafe and public, will endeavour to attract buyers by low rates; for 
what the noble Lord, whofe ingenious affertion | am now oppofing, 
has declared with refpe& to traders, that for a tax of a penny upon 
any commodity, they oblige the confumers to advance two-penee, is 
not univerfally true; and I believe it is as likely, that the people will 
infift upon having the fame liquor at the ufual price, without regard 
to the tax, as that the venders will be able to raife their price in an 
unreafonable proportion. ‘The obftinacy of the people with regard to 
this liquor, my Lords, has already appeared ; and I am inclined to 
believe, that they who have confefledly conquered the legiflature, will 
not fuffer themfelves to be overcome in the fame caufe by the avarice 
of alehoufe-keepers. 

I am therefore confident, my Lords, that this bill will produce no 
beneficial effeéts even in this city; and that in the country, where 

the fale of fpirits was hindered by the late law, or where at leaft it 
might have been hindered in a great meafure, it will propagate wicked- 
Het 3 d debauchery in a degree never yet known; the torrent of | 
licsutfobieG will break at once upon it, and a fudden freedom from 
reftraint 
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reftraint will produce a wanton enjoyment of privileges which had 
never been thought fo valuable, had they never been taken away. 
Thus, while the crowds of the capital are every day thinned by the 
licenfed diftributers of poifon, the country, which is to be confidered 
as the nurfery in which the human fpecies is chiefly propagated, will 
be made barren; and that race of men will be intercepted, which is 
to defend the liberty of the neighbouring nations in the next age, 
which is to extend our commerce to other kingdoms, or repel the 
encroachments of future ufurpation. 

The bill, my Lords, will therefore produce none of the advan- 
tages which thofe who promote it have had the confidence to promife 
the public. But let us now examine, whether they have not been 
more fagacious in fecuring the benefits which they expect from it 
themfelves. 

That one of the intentions of it is to raife a fum to fupply the 
prefent exigencies of the government js not denied ; that this is the 
only intention is generally believed, and believed upon the {trongeft 
reafons ; for it is the only effect which it can poffibly produce ; and 
to this end it is calculated with all the fkill of men, long verfed in the 
laudable art of contriving taxes and of raifing money. 

1 have already fhewn to your Lordfhips, that feven millions of 
eallons of fpirits are annually diftilled in this kingdom ; this con- 
fumption, at the {mall duty of fix-pence a gallon, now to be impofed, 
will produce an yearly revenue of 175,000]. and the tax upon li- 
cences may be rated at a very large fum ; fo that there is a fund 
fufficient, | hope, for the expences which a land war is to bring 
upon us. 

But we are not to forget, my Lords, that this is only the produce 
of the firft year, and that the tax is likely to afford every year a larger 
revenue. As the confumption of thofe liquors, under its late dif- 
couragements, has advanced a million of gallons every year, it may 
‘be reafonably imagined, that by the countenance of the legiflature, and 
the protection of authority, it will increafe in a double proportion ; 
and that in ten years more, twenty millions will be diftilled every year 
for the deftruction of the people. 

Thus far, my Lords, the {cheme of the miniftry appears profper- 
ous; but all profperity, at leaft all the profperity of difhonefty, mutt 
in time have anend. ‘The practice of drinking cannot be for ever 
continued, becaufe it will hurry the prefent generation to the grave, 
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But this, my Lords, cannot fpeedily happen, nor have our minifters 
any dread of miferies which are only to fall in diftant times upon 
another generation. It is fufficient for them, if their expedient can 
fupply thofe exigencies which their counfels have brought upon the 
public; if they pay their court to the crown with fuccefs, at what- 
ever difadvantage to the people, and continue in power till they have 
enlarged their fortunes, and then without punifhment retire to enjoy 
them. 

But I hope, my Lords, that we fhall a& upon very different princi- 
ples ; that we fhall examine the moft diftant eonfequences of our 
refolutions, and confider ourfelves, not as the agents of the crown to 
levy taxes, but as the guardians of the people to promote the public 
happinefs; that we fhall always remember, that happinefs can be 
produced only by virtue ; and that fince this bill can tend only to the 
increafe of debauchery, we fhall, without the formality of a commit- 
ment, unanimoully reject it with indignation and abhorrence. 

Lord CartrEeRrerT {poke to the following effect: —My Lords, 
‘The bill now before us has been examined with the utmoft acutenefs, 
and oppofed with all the arts of eloquence and argumentation; nor 
has any topic been forgotten that could fpecioufly be employed againft 
it. It has been reprefented ‘by fome as contrary to policy, and by 
others as oppofite to religion ; its confequences have been difplayed 

with all the conhdence of prediction, and the motives upon which it 
has been formed, declared to be fuch as, I hope, every man abhors 
who projected or defends it. 


— 


a 


It has been aflerted, that this bill owes its exiftence only to the 
neceflity of railing taxes for the fupport of unneceflary troops, to be 
employed in ufelefs and dangerous expeditions ; and that thofe who 
defend it have no regard to the happinefs or virtue of the people, nor 
any other defign than to raife fupplies, and gratify the miniftry. 

In purfuance of this {cheme of argument, the confequences of this 
bill have been very artfully deduced, and very copioufly explained ; 
and it has been aflerted, that by paffing it, we fhall fhew ourfelves 
the patrons of vice, the defenders of debauchery, and the promoters 
of drunkennefs, 
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It has been declared, that in confequence of this law, by which 
the ufe of diftilled liquors is intended to be reftrained, the retailers of 
them will be multiplied, and multiplied without end; till the corrup- 
tion, which is already too extenfive, is become general, and the 
nation is transformed into a herd of drunkards. 

With regard to the ufes to which the money which fhall arife from 
this tax is to be applied, though it has been more than once mentioned 
in this debate, I fhall pafs it over, as without any connection with 
the queftion before us. To confound different topics, may be ufeful 
to thofe whofe defign is to impofe upon the inattention or weaknefs 
of their opponents, as they may be enabled by it to alter fometimes 
the ftate of the controverfy, and to hide their fallacies in perplexity 
and confufion, but always to be avoided by thofe who endeavour to 
difcover and to eftablifh truth, who difpute not to confound but to 
convince, and who intend not to.difturb the public deliberations but 
affift them. 

I fhall therefore, my Lords, only endeavour to {how that the con- 
fequence, of which fome Lords exprefs, and I believe with fincerity, 
fuch dreadful apprehenfions, is not in reality to be feared from this 
bill, that it will probably promote the purpofe for which it is declared 
to be calculated, and that it will by no means produce that havock 
in the human fpecies which feems to be fufpected, or diffufe that 
corruption through the people which has been confidently foretold. 

The prefent ftate of this vice, my Lords, has been fully explained 
as well by thofe who oppofe the bill as by thofe who defend it. “The 
ufe of diftitled liquors is now prohibited by a penal law, but the 
execution of this law, as of all others of the fame kind, neceflarily 
fuppofes a regular ‘nformation of the breach of it to be laid before 
the magiftrate.. The people confider this law, however juft or ne- 
ceffary, as an act of the moft tyrannical cruelty, which ought to be 
oppofed with the utmoft fteadinefs and vigour, as an infupportable 
hardfhip from which they ought at any rate to fet themfelves free. 

‘They have determined, therefore, not to be governed by this law, 
and have confequently endeavoured to hinder its execution ; and fo 
vigourous have been their efforts, that they have at laft prevailed. 
At firft they only oppofed it by their perfeverance and obftinacy, they 
refolved to perfift in the practice of retailing liquors without regard to 
the penalties which they might incur by it; and therefore as one was 
put to prifon, his place was immediately fupplied by another ; and fo 
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frequent were the informations and fo fruitlefs the penalties, that the 
chief magiftrate of the metropolis lamented publickly in the other 
Houfe, the unpleafing neceffity to which he was fubjected by that law, 
of fining and imprifoning without end, and without hopes of pro- 
curing the reformation that was intended. 

Thus they proceeded for fome time, and appeared to hope that 
the magiftrates would after a while connive ata practice, which they 
fhould find no degree of feverity {ufficient to fupprefs; that they would 
fink under the fatigue of punifhing to no purpofe, that they would by 
degrees relax their vigilance, and leave the people in quiet poileffion 
of that felicity which they appeared to rate at fo high a price. 

At length, my Lords, inftead of wearying the magiftrates, they 
grew weary themfelves, and determined no longer to bear perfecution 
for their enjoyments, but to refift that law which they could not 
evade, and to which they would not fubmit. They therefore deter- 
mined to mark out all thofe who by their informations promoted its 
execution, as public enemies, as wretches who for the fake of a re- 
ward, carried ona trade of perjury and perfecution, and who harafled 
their innocent neighbours only for carrying on a lawful employment 
for fupplying the wants of the poor, relieving the wearinefs of the 
labourer, adminiftring folace to the dejefted, and cordials to the fick. 

The word was therefore given that no informer fhould be fpared ; 
and when an offender was fummoned by the civil officers, crowds 
watched at the door of the magiftrate to refcue the prifoner, and to 
difcover and feize the witnefs upon whofe teftimony he was convicted ; 
and unfortunate was the wretch who, with the imputation of this 
crime upon him, fell into their hands ; it is well remembered by 
every man who at that time was converfant in this city, with what 
outcries of vengeance an informer was purfued in the public ftreets, 
and in the open day; with what exclamations of triumph he was 
feized, and with what rage of cruelty he was tormented. 

One inftance of their fury I very particularly remember, as a man 
was pafling along the ftreets, the alarm was given that he was an 

informer againft the retailers of fpirituous liquors, . 
immediately gathered as in a time of c 
the purfuit as of a beatt of prey, whi 
the man difcovered, 


the populace were 
ommon danger, and united in 
ch it was criminal not to deftroy ; 


either by confcioufnefs or intelligence, his 
danger, and fled for his life with the utmoft pr 


houfekeeper durft afford him fhelter, 


ecipitation; but no 
the cry increafed upon him on 
ali 
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all hands, and the populace rolled on after him with a torrent not to 
be refifted ; and he was upon the point of being overtaken, and like 
fome others deftroyed, when one of the greateft perfons in the nation, 
hearing the tumult, and enquiring the reafon, opened his doors to 
the diftrefled fugitive, and fheltered him from a cruel death. 

Soon afterwards there was a ftop put to all information; no man 
dared afterwards, for the fake of a reward, expofe himfelf to the fury 
of the people, and the ufe of thefe deftructive liquors was no longer 
obftructed. How much the practice of this kind of debauchery pre- 
vailed, after this fhort reftraint, and how much the confumption of 
thefe deftructive liquors has increafed, the noble Lord who fpoke 
laft has very accurately informed us, nor can any argument be offered 
for the prefent bill more ftrong than that which his computations 
have already furnifhed. 

For, if it appears, my Lords, and it cannot be doubted after fuch 
authentic teftimonies, that feven millions of gallons of fpirits are 
every year confumed in this kingdom, and that of thefe far the 
greateft quantity is wafted in the moft flagitious and deftructive de- 
bauchery ; it is furely at length neceflary to confider by what means 
this confumption, which cannot be ftopped, may be leflened, and 
this vice obftruGted, which cannot be reformed. 

By opening a fufficient number of licenfed fhops, the number of 
unlicenfed retailers will be neceffarily leflened, and by raifing the 
price of the liquor, the quantity which the poor drink, muft with 
equal certainty be diminifhed ; and as it cannot be imagined that the 
number of thofe who will pay annually for licences, can be equal to 
that of the petty traders, who now difpofe of {pirits in cellars and in 
the ftreets ; it is reafonable to believe that fince there will be fewer 
fellers, lefs will be fold. 

Some Lords have indeed declared their fufpicion, that the number 
of licenfed fhops will be fuch as will endanger the health of the 
people, and the peace of the commonwealth ; and one has fo far in- 
dulged his imagination, as to declare that he expects fifteen hundred 
fhops to be fet open for the fale of fpirits, in a fhort time after the 
publication of this law. 

If it be anfwered, that no fpirits can be fold but by thofe who keep 
a houfe of public entertainment by a licence from the juftices of the 
peace, the opponents of the bill have a reply ready, that the juftices 
will take all opportunities to promote the increafe of the reyenue, and 

will 
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will always grant a licence when it is demanded, without regard to 
the mifchiefs that may arife from the increafe of the retreats of idle- 
nefs and receptacles of vice; and that therefore {3 allow juftices to 
grant licences for the retail of any commodity upon which a tax is 
Jaid, is to permit the fale of it without limits. 

But, my Lords, this argument will vanifh, when it is confidered 
that thofe juftices to whom the law commits the fuperintendency of 
public houfes, are fuperintended themfelves by men who derive their 
authority from a higher power, and whofe cenfures are more formida- 
ble than judicial penalties. . The conduct of the juftices, my Lords, 
as of every other perfon, lies open to the obfervation of the reverend 
clergy, by whofe counfels it is to be regulated, and by whofe ad- 
monitions it ought to be reformed; admonitions which cannot be 
fuppofed to be without force from men to whom the great province 
of preaching virtue and truth is committed, and whofe profeffion is 
fo much reverenced, that reputation and infamy are generally in 
their power. 

Should the juftices, my Lords, abufe their authority, either for the 
increafe of the revenue, or any other purpofe, what could they expeét 
but to be marked out on the next day of public worfhip for reproach 
and derifion ?, What could they hope but that their crimes fhould be 
difplayed in the moft odious view to their neighbours, their children 
and their dependants; and that all thofe from whom nature or intereft 
teaches them to defire friendfhip, reverence, or efteem, will be 
taught to confider them as the flaves of power and the agents of 
villainy, as the propagators of debauchery, and the enemies of 
mankind ? 

There is, therefore, my Lords, reafon to hope that the bill may 
be ufeful, becaufe it will be hindered from being detrimental; and as 
there is an abfolute neceflity of doing fomething, and no better 
method can at prefent be propofed, I think this ought not to be 
rejected. We have found by experience that the public is not to be 
reformed at once, and that the progrefs from corruption to reforma- 
tion muft be gradual; and as this bill enforces fome degrees of 
amendment, it is at leaft more eligible than the prefent law, which 
is wholly without effect, becaufe no man will dare to put it iy 
execution. 

Every man muft be convinced by his own experience of the dif- 
ficulty with which long habits are furmounted. I myfelf fuffer fome 
indulgence 
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indulgence which yet I cannot prevail upon myfelf to forbear ; this 
indulgence is the ufe of too much {nuff, to which it is well known 
that many perfons of rank are not lefs addicted ; and therefore I do 
not wonder that the law is ineffectual, which is to encounter with 
the habits and appetites of the whole mafs of the common people. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I cannot approve what has been 
recommended in this debate, any new law that may put the enjoy- 
ment of this liquor yet farther from them, by facilitating profecutions, 
or enforcing penalties, as [ am convinced that the natural force of 
the people is fuperior to the law, and that their natural force will be 
exerted for the defence of their darling fpirits, and the whole nation 
be fhaken with univerfal fedition. 

It has been objected by the noble Lord, thatthe tax now propofed 
‘s fuch as never was raifed in any government, becaufe, though 
luxury may confefledly be taxed, vice ought to be conftantly fup- 
prefled ; and this, in his Lordfhip’s opinion, is a tax upon vice. 

His Lordfhip’s diftinction between luxury and vice, between the 
ufe of things unlawful, and the excefs of things lawful, is undoubt- 
edly juft, but by no means applicable on this occafion ; nor indeed 
has the noble Lord with all his art been able to apply it; for he was 


obliged to change the terms in his argument ; and, inftead of calling 
this tax, a tax upon ftrong liquors, to ftigmatile it with the odious 
appellation of a tax upon drunkennefs. 

To eall any thing what it really is not, and then to cenfure it, is 
very eafy; too eafy, my Lords, to be done with fuccefs.. Io con- 
fute the argument it is only neceflary to obferve, that this tax is not 
a tax upon drunkennefs, but a tax laid upon {trong liquors for the 
prevention of drunkennefs ; and by, confequence, fuch as falls within 
the compafs of his own definition. 

That it is not a tax upon luxury cannot be inferred from the in- 
digence of thofe whom it is intended to reform ; for luxury is, my 
Lords, ad modum poffidentis, of different kinds, in proportion to dif- 
ferent conditions of life, and one man may very decently enjoy thofe 
delicacies or pleafures to which it would be foolifh and criminal in 
another to afpire. Whoever {pends upon fuperfluities what he mutt 
want for the neceffities of life, is luxurious ; and excefs therefore of 
diftilled fpirits may be termed with the utmoft propriety the luxury of 
the poor. 
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This, my Lords, appeared to be the opinion of the noble Lord 
who fpoke fo copioufly on this queftion at the beginning of the de- 
bate; of this opinion was the Rev. Prelate when he obferved, that 
neceffity itfelf was become luxurious, and of this opinion muft every man 
be who advifes fuch a duty to be laid upon thefe liquors as may at 
once debar the poor from the ufe of them; for fuch a propofal evi- 
dently fuppofes them unneceflary, and all enjoyment of things not 
neceflary is a degree of luxury. 

To tax this luxury, which is perhaps the moft pernicious’ of all 
others, is now propofed ; but it is propofed to tax it only to fupprefs 
it, to fupprefs it by fuch flow degrees as may be borne by the people ; 
and I hope a law {fo falutary will not be oppofed only becaufe it may 
afford the government a prefent fupply, | 

The Duke of NewcasTLe then rofe up and {poke to the following 
effect:—-My Lords, I am of opinion that this debate would have 
been much fhorter, had not the noble Lords who have fpoken in it 
fuffered themfelves to be led away either by their own zeal, or the 
zeal of their opponents from the true ftate of the queftion, to which 
I fhall take the liberty of recalling their attention, that this important 
controverfy may have at length an end. 

The point, the only point that is, in my opinion, now to be confi- 
dered, is this: The people of this nation have for fome time practifed 
a moft pernicious and hateful kind of debauchery ; againft which feve- 
ral laws have been already made, which experience has fhewn to be 
fo far without effe&, that the diforder has every year increafed among 
them ; [while the Duke was freaking, the Bifbop of Oxford faid, with- 
out intention to be overheard, ** Yes, that is the true ftate of the cafe,” 
upon which the Duke flopped, and afked whether bis Lordfhip had any 
objection to make, who anfwered that he had no defign of interrupting 
him; and he therefore proceeded.] A new law therefore is propofed lefs 
fevere indeed than the former, but which it is hoped will be for that 
reafon more efficacious ; this law having pafled through the other 
Houle, is now in the common courfe of our procedure to be con- 
fidered by us in a Committee. 

We are now, my Lords, therefore to refolve, whether a bill for 
the reformation of this flagrant vice deferves any farther deliberation, 
whether we fhall join with the other Houfe in their endeavours to 
reftore the ancient fobriety and virtue of the Britith people, or, by an 
open difapprobation of their attempt, difcourage them from profe- 
cuting 
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cuting their defign, and debar them from ufing the opportunities 
that fucceeding years may afford, and the new lights which expe- 
rience may fupply for improving this eflay, however imperfect, to a 
falutary and unexceptionable law. 

The prelates whofe laudable zeal for the promotion of virtue 
has prompted them to diftinguifh themfelves on this occafion by an 
uncommon warmth of oppofition, ought, as they appear fully fen- 
fible of the calamities which intemperance brings upon mankind, to 
confider likewife the confequences of refufing to examine in a Com- 
mittee a Bill profefledly drawn up to retrain intemperance. ‘They 
ought to remember, that by rejecting this Bill without a particular 
examination of the feveral claufes which it contains, and without 
thofe particular objections which fuch examinations neceflarily pro- 
duce, we fhall difcover a contempt of the wifdom or virtue of the 
other Houle, which may incline them in their turn to obftruct the 
meafures of the government, or at leaft to neglect that evil, however 
great, for the redrefs of which they have no reafon to expect our 
concurrence. 

Thofe whofe particular province it is to infpect the lives of the 
people, to recal them from vice, and ftrengthen them ‘in virtue, 
fhould certainly refleét on this occafion, that the fafeft method ought 
to be chofen; and therefore that this bill ought to be promoted ; 
becaufe, not to affirm too much, it is poffible that it may produce 
fome degree of reformation; and the worft that can be feared 1s, 
that, like the prefent law, it will be ineffectual; for the corruption 
and licentiouinefs of the people are already fuch, that nothing can 
increafe them. 

The Bithop of Sarum then fpoke to the following purpofe:—My 
Lords, Iam fo far from being convinced by the arguments of the noble 
(Duke, that the bill now before us ought to be committed without 
farther oppofition, that, in my opinion, nothing can be more un- 
worthy of the honour of this Houle, or more unfuitable to the cha- 
raéier which thofe who fit on this bench ought to defire, than te 
agree to any vote, which may have the mof diftant appearance of 
approbation. 

That a bill drawn up for the reformation of manners, for the. re- 
ftraint of a predominant and deftrudtive vice, for the promotion of 
virtue, and the enforcement of religion, ought at leaft to be calmly 
and particularly confidered, that the laudable .endegwours of the 
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Commons ought not to be difcouraged by a precipitate and con- 
temptuous rejection of the meafures which they have formed for the 
attainment of a purpofe fo important, is indeed a fpecious and plau- 
fible method of perfuafion; but, my Lords, it can affect only thofe 
who come to deliberate upon this bill wlthout having read it. 

A very flight and curfory perufal of the bill, my Lords, will dif- 
fipate all the mifts which eloquence can raife; it will fhew that the 
law now propofed can neither be ufeful nor ineffeQual, but that it 
muft operate very powerfully, though in a manner by no means 
agreeable to its title. 

‘To prevent the exceflive ufe of any thing, by allowing it to be 
fold without reftraint, is an expedient which the wifdom of no for- 
mer age ever difcovered; it is indeed a fallacy too grofs to be ad- 
mitted, even by the moft inconfiderate negligence, or the moft con- 
temptuous ftupidity; nor am I at all inclined to believe that the 
Commons will impute the rejection of this bill to our difregard of 
virtue, or think that we have defeated any endeavours for the fup- 
preflion of wickednefs. 

It has been affirmed, that though by the bill the fale is permitted | 
jt is permitted only, becaufe it cannot be hindered; and that the price 
is railed fo high, that, though the lawful venders may be multiplied, 
the number of the purchafers muft be diminifhed. But even this 
argument, like all others that have yet been advanced, is confuted 
by the bill itfelf, from which the tax, now propofed appears to be 
fuch as, when fubdivided by the {mall meafures in which retailers 
fell. thefe liquors, will fcarcely be perceived, and which, though it 
may enrich the Government, will not impoverifh the people, except 
by deftroying their health, and enervating their limbs. 

The tax, my Lords, even fuppofing it paid without any method 
of evafion, is fo low, that in a quarter of a pint, the quantity which 
the lower people ufually demand at once, it does not amount to any 
denomination of money; and fo fmall an addition will be eafily 
overbalanced by the fale of a larger quantity than formerly ; for it 
cannot be doubted but the praice which prevailed in oppofition to 
the Jaw, will grow yet more predominant by its encouragement ; 
and that therefore the advantage of a large and quick fale will leffen 
the price more than fo flight a tax can pofiibly increafe it, 

‘The noble Duke has endeavoured to reduce us to difficulties, by 
urging, that fince the corruption of the people cannot be greater, we 


ought 
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ought willingly to agree to any law, of which the title declares that 
it is intended to produce a reformation, becaufe the worft that can 
be feared is, that it may be without effect. 

But, my Lords, fuch is the enormous abfurdity of this bill, that 


no plea can be offered for it with the leaft appearance of reafon; 
and the greateft abilities, when they are exerted in its defence, are 
able only to fhew by fruitlefs efforts that it cannot be vindicated. 


Tf the ftate of the nation be really fuch as has been fupopfed, if the 
mott deteftable and odious vice has overfpread the kingdom to its 
utmoft limits, if the people are univerfally abandoned to drunken- 
nefs, floth and villainy, what can be more abfurd than to trifle with 
doubtful experiments, and to make laws which muft be fulpected of 
inefficacy ? In the difeafes of the ftate, as in thofe of the body, the 
force of the remedy ought to be proportioned to the ftrength and 
danger of the difeafe ; and furely no political malady can be more 


formidable than the prevalence of wickednefs, nor can any time 
require more firmnefs, vigilance, and activity in the legiflative 
power. | 

That the law, therefore, may be without effet, is, in the prefent 
ftate of corruption, if it has been truly reprefented, a fufficient rea- 


fon for rejecting it, without allowing it to be committed ; becaufe 
there is now no time for indulgence, or for delays: a nation uni- 
verfally corrupt, muft be fpeedily reformed, or {peedily ruined. Thofe 
habits which have been confefled to be already too powerful for the 
laws now in being, may in a fhort time be abfolutely irrefiftible ; 
and that licentiou{nefs which intimidates the officers of juftice, may 
in another year infult the legiflature. 

But, my Lords, 1am yet willing to hope that the noble Duke’s 
account of the wickednefs of the people, was rather a rhetorical 
exaggeration uttered in the ardour of difpute, than a ftrict aflertion 


of facts; and am of opinion that, though vice has indeed of late 


fpread its contagion with great rapidity, there are yet great numbers 
uninfected, and cannot believe that our condition is fuch, as that 
nothing can make it more miferable. 

In many parts of the country, my Lords, thefe liquors have not 
yet been much ufed, nor is it likely that thofe who have never fold 
them, when the law allowed them, will begin an unneceflary trade, 
when it will expofe them to penalties. But a new law in favour of 
fpirits will produce a general inclination, and a kind of emulation 


will 
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will incite every one to take a licence for the retail of this new 
liquor; and fo every part of the kingdom will be equally debauched, 
and no place will be without a vender of ftatutable poifon. The 
luxury of the vulgar, for luxury, in my opinion, it may very pro- 
perly be called, will ftill increafe, and vices and difeafes will increafe 
with it. 

There is at leaft one part of the nation yet untainted, a part 
which deferves the utmoft care of the legiflature, and which muft 
be endangered by a law like this before us. The children, my 
Lords, to whom the affairs of the prefent generation muft be trans- 
ferred, and by whom the nation muft be continued, are furely no 
ignoble part of the public. “Tchey are yet innocent, and it is our 
province to take care that they may in time be virtuous; we ought 
therefore to remove from before them thofe examples that may in- 
fet, and thofe temptations that may corrupt them. We eught to 
reform their parents, left they fhould imitate them; and to deftroy 
thofe provocatives to vice, by which the prefent generation has been 
intoxicated, left they fhould with equal force operate upon the next. 

There is, therefore, no occafion, my Lords, for any further deli- 
beration upon this bill; which, if the nation be yet inany part un- 
tainted, will infect it; and if it be univerfally corrupted, will have: 
no tendency to amend it; and which we ought for thefe reafons to 
reject, that our abhorrence of vice may be publicly known, and that 
no part of the calamities which wickednefs muft produce, may be 
imputed to us. bik a 

Lord DeLawar then {poke to the following effe& :—-My Lords, 
As I am entirely of opinion that a more accurate examination of 
this bill will evince its ufefulnefs and propriety to many of the Lords 
who are now moft ardent in oppofing it, I cannot but think it ne- 
ceflary to confider it in a Committee. | 

It is to be remembered, my Lords, that this bill is intended for 
two purpofes of very great importance to the public ; it is defigned 


that the liberties of mankind fhall be fecured by the fame provifions 


by which the vices of our own people are to be reclaimed, and fup- 
plies for carrying on the war fhall be raifed bya reformation of the 
manners of the people. 

. This, my Lords, is furely a great and generous defign; this is a 
complication of public benefits, worthy the moft exalted virtue, and 
the moft refined policy; and though a bill in which views fo diftant 
are 
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are to be reconciled, fhould appear not to be abfolutely perfect, it 
muft yet be allowed to deferve regard; nor ought we to reject 
‘without very cautious deliberation any probable method of reforming 


the nation, or any eafy way of raifing fupplies. 
‘The encroachment of ufurpation without, and the prevalence of 
vice within, is a conjunction of circumftances very dangerous ; and 


to remove both by the fame means, is an undertaking that furely can- 
not deferve either cenfure or contempt; if it fucceeds, it may de- 
mand the loudeft acclamations; and if it fails, muft be at leaft 
approved. : 

The ufe, my Lords, of fpirituous liquors, though in the excefs 
now fo frequently to be obferved, undoubtedly detrimental to multi- 
tudes, is not, in a proper degree, either criminal. or unwholefome ; 
and therefore ought not to be prohibited by a tax fo heavy as has been 
propofed by a noble Lord, who, if he purfues his reafoning, mutt 
propofe to tax in the fame proportion every other liquor that can 
adminifter to vice. 

It is, however, certain, that too much is wafted in riot and de- 
bauchery ; and that therefore fome addition to the price of this li- 
quor ought to be made, that, though the ufe of it may be continued, 


the excefs may be reftrained. 

What will be the effects of this Bill, and whether either of thefe 
benefits are to be expected from it, can be known only by an impar- 
tial examination ; and therefore it ought to be difcuffed with that 
accuracy which is peculiar to a Committee. 

Lord Lonspate here got up again, and fpoke to this purpofe :— 
My Lords, That a Bill which fhall reftrain the excefs of drinking 
diftilled liquors without hindering their moderate ufe, will deferve 
the applaufe of every lover of his country, I cannot deny; but that 
any fuch Bill can be contrived, may very juftly be doubted; for in 
proportion to their price they will always be ufed, and nothing can 
hinder excefs but a high tax, fuch as I have already propofed. 

The Bill now before us, my Lords, will indeed by no means ob- 
ftruct the moderate. ufe, becaufe it will give an unbounded licence to 
the moft, luxurious excefs; if therefore nothing more be intended 
in the Committee, than to confider how far this Bill will promote 
the reformation of the people, it is furely not neceflary to engage in 
any farther enquiries. 
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It has appeared already, to thofe who do not obftinately fhut their 
eyes, that there is in it no provifion for the prevention of that abufe 
of fpirits which univerfally prevails. It has appeared, that the. 
cheapnefs of licences will not hinder the prefent retailers from car- 
rying on an illegal trade; that information will not now be more fafe 
or more frequent than before, and that the duty, if not in part 
evaded, may yet be probably abated from the prefent profits of 
the fale. 

It has appeared, my Lords, that no effect can be produced by 
this Bill but the promotion of debauchery, the increafe of drunken- 
nefs, the fubverfion of order, and the decay of induftry; the miferies 
of difeafe, and the rage of want. 

But that this Bill will not produce, at leaft for fome time, a large 
addition to the public revenues, has not yet been proved; and while 
it is allowed that it will raife money, I do not wonder to hear it 
fteadily defended, becaufe nothing more is expected from it. But as 
I have not yet converfed enough with ftatefmen to perfuade myfelf 
that the government ought to be fupported by means contrary to the 
end for which government is inftituted, I am ftill convinced that 
this Bill ought to be rejected with contempt, becaufe it will lefien 

he wealth of the nation without any equivalent advantage, and will 
at once impoverith the people, and corrupt them. 

Lord Inay then fpoke to this effet:—My Lords, I cannot but 
be of opinion that this debate has been carried on with a vehemence 
by no means neceffary, and that the queftion has been perplexed by 
a miftaken zeal, that the effects of this Bill have been exaggerated 
verhaps on both fides, and that the opinions which have been formed 
with relation to it, are not really fo oppofite as they appear. 

‘Thofe who oppofe the Bill, think the duty upon fpirits not fo 
high as to hinder that debauchery which fo much prevails among 
us; and thofe that vindicate it, declare that more violent reftraints 
will not be borne. Both parties have reafon, and the vindicators of 
the Bill have likewife experience on their fide. 

But, my Lords, though fevere reftraints fuddenly oppofed to the 
habits and inclinations of the people, operating in their ful force, 
and a diminution of thofe gratifications will be borne which cannot 
wholly be taken away, may be broken through by reftlefs flruggles, 
and obftinate refiftance, yet the fame. laws, introduced by proper 


degrees, 
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degrees, will be patiently obeyed; this therefore may be very pro- 
perly confidered as the firft tax neceflary to be laid, which though it 
may produce no great effects in itfelf, may at leaft make way for a 
fecond that fhall be more fenfibly felt, till at length thefe fatal {pirits 
fhall be raifed toa price at which few will be able, and none willing, 
to purchafe one pleafure of drunkennefs. 

But it is not impoffible that even this tax, with the other provifions 
inthe bill, may produce the reformation which is unanimoufly de- 
fired; and as violence fhould never be ufed till gentle methods have 
been tried, this bill ought, in my opinion, to be pailed, and therefore 
to be referred to a Committee without further debate; for it will be 
thought both by our allies and our enemies, that a great part of this 


Affembly is very indifferent about the fuccefs of the war, if we delay 
the fupplies, by difputing in what manner they fhali be raifed. 

[The queftion being then put, whether the bill fhall be commit- 
ted, it was carried in the affirmative. And the Lords Delawar and 
Hervey being appointed tellers, the numbers were 


Contents — 59 | Not Contents ~~ 38 
Proxies —_ 23 | Proxies — 16 
82 54 


It was remarked on this occafion, that there being ten prelates in 
the Houfe, they all divided againft the queftion; upon which the 
Earl of Chefterfield feeing them come towards him, faid, he doubted 
if he had not miftaken the fide, not haying had the honour of their 


eompany for many years. 
Two days after, the fame bill was confidered by the Houfe of 


Lords in a committee to which all of them were fummoned, and 
occafioned another very important and cyrious debate. 
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The title of the bill on Spirituous Liquors being read, was poftponed: 
then the preamble was read, importing, © that whereas great difficuls — 
“ ties and inconveniencies had attended the putting the At g Geo. Il. 
“ in execution, and the fame had not been found effectual to anfwer 
“ the purpofes intended,’ the Commons being defirous ta raife the 
necefjary {upplies in the cafteft manner, do grant the rates on Spirituous 
Liquors, hereafter mentioned, and repeal the prefent rates. 


Lord Hervey fpoke to the effect following :—My Lords, Not- 
withftanding the fpecious arguments which were ufed to influence the 
Houfe to permit this bill to efcape the cenfure it deferved, and be 
admitted to a farther examination in a committee, I am ftill confident 
that nothing can juftly be offered in its defence ; and am not afraid to 
declare my opinion, that it is not approved even by thofe who vindi- 
cate it; of whom I cannot but believe, from long experience of their 
judgment and their knowledge, that they confider it only as an ¢a/y 
manner of raifing money, as an expedient rather neceflary than eli- 
gible, and fuch as only the exigencies of the government could have 
prevailed upon them to propofe ; for nothing is more evident, than 
that it cannot anfwer the purpoles of the former bill. 

This, however harfh it may appear, and however inconfiftent with 
that delicacy, with which the debates of this auguft Aflembly have 
generally been-carried on, muft furely be pardoned on this occafion, 
if for no other reafon, at leaft for this, that it is not eafy to forbear it, 
it is impoflible wholly to fupprefs it in the mind; and to forbear to 
{peak what cannot but be thought, is no part of the duty of a public 
counfellor, 

‘The conduct of thofe whofe ftation fubjects them to the refentment 
of the miniftry, or who may be reafonably imagined to expect favours 
from them, has, throughout all our deliberations on this bill, been 
fuch as evidently difcovers their only care to be the impofition of a 
new tax, and the eftablifhment of a new fund. ‘They do not feem to 
urge ferioufly any other argument than the neceffity of raifing money, 
or to oppofe the objections that have been offered, for any other reafon 
than becaufe they have a tendency to obftruct the fupplies, 


No 
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No other argument can indeed be urged in vindication of a bill 
which every principle of policy or juftice muft incite us to condemn ; 
a bill by which the fenfe of morality and religion will be extinguifhed, 
and the reftraints of law made ineffectual; by which the labourer 
and manufacturer will be at once debilitated and corrupted, and 
by which the roads will be filled with thieves, and the itreets with 
beggars. 

It appears, my Lords, from the papers on the table, that feven 
millions of gallons are every year diftilled ; and experience fhews us, 


that the quality of the liquor is fuch, that a quarter of a pint is fuffi- 
cient to intoxicate the brain. Upon this computation, my Lords, 
it is reafonable to believe, that a twentieth part of the labouring hands 
of this nation are detained from their proper occupations by this kind 
of drunkennefs ; and confequently that a twentieth part of the trade 
is every year loft, or perhaps a twentieth part of our people every 
year hurried to the grave, or difabled from contributing to the public 
good, 

‘Thefe, my Lords, are no doubtful facts or conjeftural calculations, 
they are confirmed by the moft inconteftible evidence, and eftablifhed 


by all the demonftration of arithmetic; and therefore your Lordfhips 
are in no danger of error from either ignorance or uncertainty, but 
muft determine, if you approve this bill, in oppofition to all the 
powers of conviction, and mutft fet afide teftimony and reafon at the 
fame time. 

Thefe facts, my Lords, are fo plain, that the warmeft advocates 
for the bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by propofing that, if it 
be found ineffectual, it fhall be amended in the next feffion. What 
effect this propofal may have upon others, | know not; but for my 
part, I fhall never think it allowable to fport with the profperity of 
the public, or to try experiments by which, if they fail, the lives of 
thoufands muft be deftroyed. : | 

Such a fcheme, my Lords, very ill becomes thofe to whom their 
anceftors have tranfmitted the illuftrious character of guardians of 
the people ; for furely fuch cruelty was never practifed by the utmoft 
wantonnefs of tyranny, or the moft favage rage of invafion. No 
man ever before conceived the defign of fcattering poifon for a certain 
period of time among the people, only to try what havoc it would 
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What will be the effects of unreftrained and licenfed debauchery 
may be known, without the guilt of fo dreadful an experiment, only 
by obferving the prefent conduct of the people, even while they are 
hindered from the full enjoyment of their pleafures, by the terrors of 
a penal law. Whoever fhall be fo far touched with the intereft of 
the public, as to extend his enquiries to the loweft clafles of the peo- 
ple, will find fome difeafed, and others vitiated ; he will find fome 
imprifoned by their creditors, and others ftarving their children; and 
if he traces all thefe calamities and crimes to their original caufe, 
will find them all to proceed from the love of diftilled liquors. 

I know, my Lords, that in anfwer to all thefe expoftulations, and a 
thoufand more, it will be urged by the minifters and their friends, 
that there is no other method to be found of raifing the fupplies, and 
that the demands of the government muft be fatished at whatever 
rate, and by whatever means. 

‘Though I am very far from approving this aflertion, Ido not 
wonder at its prevalence among thofe who are enriched by every tax, 
and whofe only claim to the preferments which they enjoy arifes from 
their readinefs to concur in every fcheme for increafing the burdens 
of the public ; and therefore fhall never expect their approbation of 
any propofal, by which a new tax may be retarded. Yet I cannot 
but declare that, in my opinion, we ought to fufpend our proceed- 
ings, that the Commons may difcover what danger their negligence, 
precipitation, or blind compliance, has brought upon the nation; 
and that the people may, by fo fignal a proof of our difapprobation, 
be alarmed againft any attempt of the fame kind under any future 
adminiftration. 

This, my Lords, will be confidered, not only by pofterity, but by 
all the wife and honeft men of the prefent time, as a proof of our 
regard for virtue, and our attention to the public welfare. . This 
condué will be fecretly approved, even by. thofe who may think 
themfelves obliged to oppofe it in public; and, as it will be moderate 
and decent, may probably preferve the nation without irritating the 
other Houfe. 

I therefore move, my Lords, that inftead of proceeding in the fu- 
perfluous forms of a Committee, we fhould refume the Houfe, and 
endeavour to obtain farther information. 

After a fhort filence, Lord CootMonpDELEY {poke to this effect : 
My Lords, The obfervations which, though fufliciently explained 
and 
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and enforced in the late debate, the noble Lord has been pleafed to 
repeat on this occafion, are in themfelves, indeed, fufficiently pertt- 


nent, and have been urged by his Lordfhip with uncommon {pirit 
and elegance ; but he ought to have reflected, that general declama- 
tions are improper ina Committee, where the particular claufes of the 
bill are to-be feparately confidered. 

I propofe, therefore, that inftead of wafting that time, of which the 
exigences of the public now require an uncommon frugality, in ufe- 
lefs rhetoric, and untimely vehemence, we fhould proceed to examine 
in order the diftinct paragraphs of this bill, by which it may more 
eafily appear, whether it ought to be rejected or approved, 

It cannot indeed be propofed, that any of the claufes fhall be 
amended in this Committee; for the claims of the Commons, and 
the obftinacy with which they have always adhered to them, on 
whatever they are founded, 1s well known. Iam old enough to re- 
member the animofities which have arifen between the two Houles, 
from attempts to adjuft this part of their pretenfions; animofities 
which at this time may be not only dangerous to ourfelves, but fatal 
to a great part of mankind, and which it ought therefore to be our 


utmoft care not to excite. 

Lord Ayiesrorp:—My Lords, Though the confideration of 
the diftin&: paragraphs of the bill be, as the noble Lord has very juftly 
obferved, the proper bufinefs of the Committee ; yet fince,’ as he has 
likewife obferved, the prefent ftate of our affairs requires unufual ex- 
pedition, I think we may very properly fpare ourfelves the trouble of 
confidering paragraphs which we cannot amend; and which are in 
themfelves fo clear and fo obvious, that they may be underftood in 
their full extent upon a curfory perufal. 

But, my Lords, though I think it not proper to follow our ufual 
method of confidering the paragraphs diftincily, which can only 
drive the bill forward towards the third reading, as it has already 
been forced into’ the Committee; yeti thinic ic not neceflary to 
irritate the other Houfe, alarm our allies, or encourage our enemies, 
by rejecting that bill. by which it is intended that the fupplies thall be 
raifed. There is an eafy and moderate method by which the fame 


end may be attained without any difturbance of the public, any im- 


sediment of the fchemes of the government, OF any iudk offence to 
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Initead of paffing or rejeGing this bill, of which the firt is abfo~ 

utely criminal, and the fecond perhaps improper, let us only delay 

it, by which we fhall give the Commons time to refle@ upon it, 
to re-examine it, and difcover, what they perhaps have not hitherto 
fulpected, its deftruaive tendency. Nor can it be doubted, but the 
obfervations which will arife from the neceflity of enquiring into the 
reafons of our conduét, will foon induce them to form another bill 
not liable to the fame objections ; I therefore fecond the noble Lord’s 
motion to refume the Houfe. 

Lord Inay :—My Lords, If we confider the pretenfions of the 
Commons, and the ftubbornnefs with which they have hitherto ad- 
hered to them, we fhall eafily find the impropriety of the noble Lord’s 
motion, and forefee the inefficacy of the methods which he fo warmly 
recommends. 

The alarm which he fuppofes us to give the Commons by poft- 
poning the bill before us, the obfervations which they will make upon 
our conduct, the new informations which they will receive, and the 
new bill which they will fend, are merely imaginary. They will not 
confider themfelves as concerned in the delay or expedition of our 
procedure, but will fuppofe us to a& upon our own reafons, which 
it is not neceflary for them to examine, and will by no means fend 
another bill for fupplies, till they are informed that this is rejected. 

‘Thus, my Lords, we thall only retard the fupplies, without alter- 
ing, or being able to alter, the method of raifing them ; and at laft 
pafs that bill, without examination, which we now neglect to examine, 
left we fhould pafs it; or perhaps irritate the Commons by the novelty 
of our conduct, which, if they fhould refolve to confider it, they will 
probably confider only to cenfure. 

Lord Ayiesrorp :—My Lords, I am no ftranger to the claims 
of the Commons to the fole and independent right of forming money- 
bills, nor to the heat with which that claim has been aflerted, or the 
firmnefs with which it has always been maintained in late Senates. 
Nor am I ignorant, that by contefting this claim, we have fometimes 
excited difputes which nothing but a prorogation of the Senate could 
appeafe. 

I know, my Lords, and allow, that by acting in any unufual man- 
ner with regard to bills of this kind, we may excite the refentment of 
the Commons, and that fome interruption of the public bufinefs may, 
for want of candour and moderation, poffibly enfue. 

But, 
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But, my Lords, I cannot think the poftibility of an ill confequence 
an argument fufficient to fhew the unreafonablenefs of my propofal ; 
for the inconveniencies that may arife from poftponing the bill, are 
only poffible, but the calamities that we fhall bring upon our country . 
by paffing it are certain. 

But we are likewife to confider, my Lords, that thefe events, of 
which it can only be faid that they may happen, may alfo not happen. 
When I reflect, that the Houfe of Commons is an Aflembly of reafon- 
able beings, that it is filled by the reprefentatives of the Britifh 
people, by men who will fhare the calamities of the public, and whofe 
intereft it is equally with ours to prevent the deftruction of our com- 
merce, the decay of our manufactures, the corruption of the prefent 
age, and the ruin of pofterity, 1 cannot but hope that they will apply 
themfelves to a candid review of the bill which they have fent, and 
without heat, jealoufy, or difputes, explain it as they may do by 
another, which will be no deviation from the rules which they have 
eftablifhed for themfelves, and by which they may fecure the happi- 
nefs of their country without receding from their own pretentions. 
The Duke of Brprorp :-+My Lords, The propofal made by the 
noble Lord appears to me fo prudent and equitable, fo moderate and 
fo feafonable, and, in my opinion, fuggefts fo eafy a method of recon- 


ciling the pretenfions of the Commons with the neceflity of amending 
the bill, that | cannot but think it worthy of the unanimous appro- 
bation of your Lordfhips. 

Iam very far from conceiving the Commons to be an Affembly 
of men deaf to reafon, or imagining them fo void of all regard for 
the happinefs of the public, as that they will facrifice it to an obfti- 
nate adherence to claims which they cannot but know to be in them- 
felves difputable, and of which they muft, at leaft, allow that they 
are only fo far juft as they contribute to the great end of government, 
the general good. 

But left they fhould by any perverfe and unfeafonable obftinacy 


attend more to the prefervation of their own power, than to the pro- 
motion of the happinefs of their conftituents, a method is now pro- 
pofed, by which the errors of this bill may be corrected, without any 
eonceffion of either Houfe. © The Commons may eafily be informed 
of the dangers which are juftly dreaded from this bill; and may 
therefore prepare another, by which a tax of, the fame kind may be 
laid, without a general licence of drunkenneis; or if a method of 
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laying a duty upon thefe liquors, which may at’ once hinder their 
exceilive ufe, and increafe the revenue of the government, cannot 
be difcovered, they may raife the fupplies-for the year by fome other 
{cheme. 

Lord Carrerer:—My Lords, As the expedient propofed by 
thefe noble Lords, however it may be recommended, as being at 
once moderate and efficacious, has in reality no other tendency than 
to procure an abfolute rejection of this bill, it is proper to confider 
the confequences which may be reafonably expected from the meafures 
which they have hitherto propofed. | 

In order to the effectual reftraint of the common people from the 
ufe of thefe pernicious liquors, they aflert the neceffity of impofing 
a very large duty to be paid by the diftiller, which might indeed pro- 
duce in fome degree the effect which they expect from it,. but would 
produce it by giving rife to innumerable frauds and inconveniencies. 

‘The immediate confequence of a heavy duty would be the ruin of 
our diftillery, which is now a very extenfive and prontable trade, in 
which great multitudes are employed, who muft inftantly, upon the 
ceflation of it, fink into poverty. Our ftills, my Lords, not only 
fupply our natives with liquors which they ufed formerly to purchafe 
from foreign countries, and therefore increafe, or at leaft preferve the 
wealth of our country ; but they likewife furnith large quantities. for 
exportation to Guernfey, Jerfey, and other places. But no fooner 
will the duty propofed to be laid upon this liquor take place, than all 
this trade will be at an end, and thofe who now follow it will be 
reduced to fupport themfelves by other employments ; and thofe 
countries in which our fpirits are now drank, will be foon fupplied 
from other nations with liquors at once cheaper and more pleafant. 

It may be propofed as an expedient for the, prefervation of our 
foreign trade, that the duty fhall be repaid upon exportation ; but the 
event of this provilion, my Lords, will be, that great quantities will 
be fent to fea for the fake of obtaining a re-payment of the duty, 
which, inftead of being fold to foreigners, will be privately landed 
again upon our own coatts. 

Thus, my Lords, will the duty be colleted, and afterwards. repaid; 
and the government will fufer the odium of impofing a fevere tax, 
and incur the expence of employing a great number of officers, with- 
out any advantage to the public. Spirits will, in many ports of the 
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kingdom, be very little dearer than at prefent, and drunkennefs and 
debatichery will ftill prevail. 

That thefe arts, and a thoufand others, will be practifed by the 
people to obtain this infatuating liquor, cannot be doubted. It can- 
not be imagined that they will forbear frauds, who have had recourie 


to violence, or that thofe will not endeavour to elude the government, 
who have already defied it. 

Every rigorous law will be either fecretly evaded, or openly violated; 
every fevere reftraint will be fhaken off either by artifice or vice; nor 
can this vice, however dangerous or prevalent, be corrected but by 
flow degrees, by ftraightening the reins of government imperceptibly, 
and by fuperadding a fecond flight reftraint, after the nation has been 
for fome time habituated to the firft. 

That the government proceeds by thefe eafy and gentle methods of 
reformation, ought not to be imputed to negligence, but neceflity ; 
for fo far has the government been from any connivance at this vice, 
that an armed force was neceflary to fupport the laws which were 
made to reftrain it, and fecure the chief perfons of the ftate from the 
infults of the populace, whom they had only provoked by denying 
them this pernicious liquor. 


Since therefore, my Lords, all oppofition to this predominant in- 
clination has appeared without effect, fince the government evidently 
wants power to conquer the united and inceflant ftruggles for the 
liberty of drunkennefs, what remains but that this vice fhould pro- 
duce fome advantage to the public, in return for the innumerable 
evils which arife from it, and that the government fhould {natch the 
firft opportunity of taxing that vice which cannot be reformed ! 

This duty arifes, indeed, from a concurrence of different caufes, 


of juft defigns in the government, and of bad inclinations in the 


people. The tax is jaft, and well meant; but it can be made 
fufficient to fupport the expences to which it is appropriated, only 
by the refolution of the populace to continue in fome degree their 
ufual Juxury. 

Lam far, my Lords, from thinking this method of raifing money 
eligible for its own fake, or j uftifiable by any other plea than that of 
neceflity. If it were poffible at once to extinguifh the thirft of fpirits, 
no man who had any regard for virtue, or for happinefs, would pro- 
pole to augment the revenue by a tax upon them. 
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But, my Lords, rigour has been already tried, and found to be 
vain ; it has been found equally fruitlefs to forbid the people to ufe 
fpirits, as to forbid a man in a dropfy to drink. ‘The force of appe- 
tite long indulged, and by indulgence made fuperior to the controul 
of reafon, is not to be overcome at once; It cannot be fubdued by 
a fingle effort, but may be weakened} new habits of a more innocent 
kind may in time be fuperinduced, and one defire may counterbalance 
another. | 

Ve muft endeavour, my Lords, by juft degrees, to withdraw their 
affections from this pernicious enjoyment, by making the attainment 
of it every year fomewhat more difficult: but we muft not quicken 
their wifhes, and exafperate their refentment, by depriving them at 
once of their whole felicity. By this method, my Lords, I doubt not 
but we fhall obtain what we have hitherto endeavoured with fo little 
fuccefs ; andI believe that though, in open defiance of a fevere law, 
{pirits are now fold in every ftreet of this city, a gentle reftraint will, 
in a fhort time, divert the minds of the people to other entertain- 
ments, and the vice of drinking fpirits will be forgotten among us. 

Lord Hervey then rofe up again, and {poke to the effe@ follow- 
ing :—My Lords, Though I have always confidered this bill as at 
once wicked and abfurd, I imagined till now that the projectors of 
it would have been able to have argued at leaft {pecioufly, though not 
folidiy, in defence of it; nor did I imagine it to have been wholly 
indefenfible, tili I difcovered how little the extenfive knowledge, the 
long experience, and the penetrating forefight of the noble Lord who 
Spoke laft, enabled him to produce in vindication of it. 

His Lordfhip’s argument is reducible to this fingle affertion, that 
the drinking diftilled liquors cannot be prevented; and from thence 
he drew this inference, that fince it is a point of wifdom to turn 
misfortunes to advantage, we ought to contrive methods by which 
the debauchery of the people may enrich the government. 

Though we fhould fuppofe the affertion true in any fenfe below 
that of abfolute phyfical impofibility, the inference is by no means 
juft ; fince it is the duty of eovernors to {truggle againft vice, and 
promote virtue with inceffant affiduity, notwithftanding the difficul- 
ties that may for a time hinder the wifeft and moft rigorous meafures 
from fuccefs. That governor who defifts from his endeavours of 
reformation, becaufe they have been once baffled, in reality abandons 
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his ftation and deferts his charge, nor deferves any other character 
than that of lazinefs, negligence, or cowardice. 

The prefervation of virtue where it fubfifts, and the recovery of it 
where it is loft, are the only valuable purpofes of government. Laws 
which do not promote thefe ends are ufelefs, and thofe that obviate 
them are pernicious. ‘Che government that takes advantage of wicked 
inclinations, by accident predominant in the people, and, for any 
temporary convenience, infltead of leading them back to virtue, 
plunges them deeper into vice, is no longer a facred inftitution, be- 
caufe it is nolonger a benefit to fociety. It is from that time a fyftem 
of wickednefs, ii which bad ends are promoted by bad means, and 
one crime operates in fubordination to another. 

But, my Lords, it is not neceflary to fhew the unreafonablenefs of 
the inference, becaufe the affertion from which it is deduced cannot 
be proved. ‘That the exceffive ufe of diftilled liquors cannot be pre- 
vented, is a very daring paradox, not only contrary to the experience 
of all paft times, but of the prefent ; for the law, which is now to be 
repealed, did ina great degree produce the effets defired from it, 
till the execution of it was fufpended, not by the inability of the 
magiftrates or obftinacy of the people, but by the artifice of minifters, 
who promoted the fale of {pirits fecretly, for the fame reafon which 
incites our prefent more daring politicians to eftablifh the ufe of them 
by a law. 

The defects of this law, for that it was defective cannot be denied, 
were in the manner of levying the duty; for had half the duty that 
was demanded from the unlicenfed retailers, been required from the 
diftiller, there had been no need of informations; nor had we been 
ftunned with the difmal accounts of the rage and cruelty of the peo- 
ple, or the violent deaths of thofe who endeavoured to grow rich by 
commencing profecutions. ‘The duty had been regularly paid, the 
liquors had been made too dear for common ufe, and the name of 
fpirits had been in a fhort time forgotten amongft us. 

From this defect, my Lords, arofe all the difficulties and inconve- 
niencies that have impeded the execution of the law, and prevented 
the effects that were expected from/it, and by one amendment they 
might be all removed. 

But inftead of endeavouring to improve the efficacy of the remedy 
which was before propoted for this univerfal malady, we are now told, 
that it was too forcible to take effet, and that it only failed by the 
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vigour of its operation. We are informed, that the work of refor- 
mation ought not to be difpatched with too much expedition, that 
mankind cannot poflibly be made virtuous at once, and that. they 
mutt be drawn off from their habits by juft degrees,’ without the | 
violence of a fudden change. 

What degrees the noble Lord propofes to recommend, or what 
advantage he expects from allowing the people a longer time to con- 
firm their habits, Iam not able to difcover. He appears. to me rather 
to propofe an experiment than a law, and rather to intend the im- 
provement of policy, than the fafety of the people. 

This experiment is, indeed, of a very daring kind, in which not 


“only the money but the lives of the people are hazarded : their money 


has, indeed, in all ages been fubject to the caprices of ftatefmen, but 
their lives ought to be exempt from fuch dangerous practices, becaufe, 
when once loft, they can never be recovered. By this bill, however, 
it is contrived to lay poifon in the way of the people, poifon which 
we know will be eagerly devoured by a fourth part of the nation, 
and will prove fatal to a great number of thofe that tafte it; nor 
of this project is any defence made, but, that fince the people love to 
{wallow poifon, it may be of advantage to the government to fell it. 

It might not be improper, my Lords, to publifh to the people, 
by a formal proclamation, the benevolent intentions of their gover- 
nors ; and inform them, that licenfed murderers are to be appointed, 
at whofe fhops they may infallibly be deftroyed, without any danger 
of legal cenfures, provided they take care to ufe the poifon pre- 
cribed by the government, and increafe by their death the public 
revenue. 

That money only is defired from this bill, is not only obvious from 
the firft perufal of it, but confeffed even by thofe who defend it; but 
nat one has continued to affert, that it will produce a reformation of 
manners, or recommended it otherwife than as an experiment. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I ftill think my motion for poftponing 
the bill very reafonable, nor do I make any {cruple to confefs that I 
propofe by poftponing, only a more gentle and inoffenfive method of 
dropping it, that fome other way of raifing the fupplies may be 
attempted, or that the duty may be raifed to three fhillings a gallon; 
the loweft tax that can be laid witha defign of reformation. 

‘This method, my Lords, or any other by which another bill may 
be procured, fhould be purfued; for whatever fchemes the Commons 
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may fubftitute, the nation can fuffer nothing by the change, they 
cannot raife money in any; other manner, but with lefs injury to the 
public; fince, the greaateftcalamity which wrong meafures can 


poffibly produce, is the propagation of wickednefs, and the eftablifh- 


ment of debauchery. 

Lord Baru then {poke in fubftance as follows :—My Lords, that 
this bill is, with great propriety, calledan experiment, I am ready to 
allow, but do’ not think the juftnefs of that exprefflion any forcible 
argument againft it; becaufe I know not any law that can be 
propofed for the fame end, without equally ceferving the fame 
appellation. 

All the f{chemes of government, my Lords, have been perfected by 
flow degrees, and the defects of every regulation fupplied by the 
wifdom of fucceffive generations. No man has yet been found, 
whofe difcernment, however penetrating, has enabled him to difcover 
all the confequences of a new law, nor to perceive all the fallacies 
that it includes, or all the inconveniencies that it may produce ; the 
firft eflay of a new regulation is, therefore, only an experiment 
made, in fome degree, at random ; and to be rectified by fubfequent 
obfervations, in making which, the mott prudent conduct is only to 


take care that it may produce no ill confequences of great im- 
portance, before there may be an opportunity of reviewing it. 

This maxim, my Lords, is, in my opinion, {tritly regarded in 
the prefent attempt, which in itfelf is an affair of very great per- 
plexity. The health and virtue of the people are to be regarded on 
one part, and the continuance of a very gainful and extenfive manu- 
facture on the other; a manufacture, by which only, or chiefly, the 
produce of our own nation is employed; andon which, therefore, the 
value of lands muft very much depend. 

Manufaétures of this kind, my Lords, ought never to be violently 


or fuddenly fupprefled. If they are pernicious to the nation in ge- 


neral, they are, at leaft, ufeful to a very great part, and to fome, 
who have no other employment, neceflary ; and in the defign. of 
putting a ftop to any detrimental trade, care is always to be taken 
that. the inconvenience exceed not the benefit, and time be allowed 
for thofe that are engaged in it to withdraw to fome other butfinefs, 
and for the commodities that are confumed by it, to be introduced 
at fome other qnarket, or directed to fome other ufe. 
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Thefe cautions are in this hill very judicioufly obferved. The 
trade, which all allow to adminifter fupplics to debauchery, and fuel 
to difeafes, will, by the provifions in this#, fink away by degrees, 
and the health and virtue of the people will be preferved or reftored 
mithout murmurs or commotions. 

We mutt confider, likewife, my Lords, the neceflity of raifing 
fupplies, and the fuccefs with which they have hitherto been raifed 
upon the fcheme which is now under your confideration. 

In examining the neceffity of procuring fupplies, I fhall not expa- 
tiate upon the prefent danger of the liberties of all this part of the 
world; upon the diftrefs of the Houfe of Auftria, the neceflity of 
preferving the balance of power, or the apparent defigns of the 
antient and inceflant difturbers of mankind, topics which have been 
on former occafions fufficiently explained. 

It is now only neceflary to obferve, that the ftate of our affairs 
requires expedition, and that a happy peace can only be expected 
from a fuccefsful war, and that war can only be made fuccefsful by 
vigour and difpatch. 

If by liberal erants of money, and ready concurrence in all ne- 
ceflary meafures, we enable his Majefty to raife a powerful army, 
there is no reafon to doubt that a fingle campaign may procure peace, 
that it may eftablifh the liberties of Europe, and raife our allies who 
were fo lately diftrefled, to their former greatnefs. 

Thefe fupplies, my Lords, which are fo evidently neceflary, may, 
by the method now propofed, be eafily, {peedily, and cheaply raifed. 
Upon the fecurity which this a& will afford, large fums are already 
offered to the government at the low intereft of three for a hundred, 
by thofe who, if the conditions of the Joan are changed, will perhaps 
demand four in a few days, or raife money by a combination to the 
rate of five or fix for a hundred; of which I would not remark 
how much it will embarrafs the public meafures, or how much it 
will encourage our enemies to an obftinate refiftance. 

Such, my Lords, are the inconveniencies to be feared from reject- 
ing this bill, or from poftponing it; by which is plainly intended 
only a more gentle and tender manner of rejecting it, by hinting to 
the Commons your difapprobation of it, and the neceflity of fending 
up another, which you cannot do without hazarding the peace of the 
nation and the fate of the war. 


The 
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The Commons, who are not obliged to enquire what reception 
their bills find here, may perhaps not immediately prepare another, 
but fuffer time to elapfe, till neceflity fhall oblige us to comply with 
thofe meafures which we cannot approve: 

They may likewife, by a kind of fenatoria] craft, elude all our pre- 
cautions, and make the rejection of the bill ineffectual, as was once 


done, when a bill for a tax upon leather was rejected ; the Com- 
mons, determining not to be directed in the methods of raifing 
money, fent up the fame bill with only a fmall alteration of the title, 
to Jay a duty upon tanned hides, which the Lords were, for want of 
time, obliged to pafs. 

But, my Lords, fhould the other Houfe difcovef in this fingle 
inftance, any uncommon degree of flexibility and complaifance, 
fhould they patiently endure the rejection of the bill, admit the 
validity of the reafons upon which your Lordfhips have proceeded, 
and willingly engage in drawing up a new fcheme for raifing fupplies ; 
even upon this fuppofition, which is more favourable than can rea- 
fonably be formed, the bufinéfs of the year will be very much per- 
plexed, and the new bill hurried into a law without fufiicient caution 


or deliberation. 

The feffion is now, my Lords, fo far advanced, that many of the 
Commons have retired into the country, whofe advice and affiftance 
may be neceflary in the projection of a new money bill, fo that the 
new bill muft be formed in a fhort time, and thin Houfe ; and, in- 
deed, the multiplicity of confiderations neceflary to another bill of 
this kind, is fuch, that I cannot think it prudent to advife or 
undertake it. 

The Committee on Ways and Means muft ftrike out another 
{cheme for a confiderable impoft, which, in the prefent ftate of the 
nation, is in itfelf no eafy tak. ‘This fcheme muft be fo adjufted as 
to be confiftent with allthe other taxes, which will require long con- 
fultations and accurate enquiries. It muft then ftruggle, perhaps, 
through an obftinate and artful oppofition, before it can pafs through 
the forms of the other Houfe; and, when it comes before your 
Lordfhips, may be again oppofed with no lefs zeal than the bill 
before us, and perhaps likewife with equal reafon. 

All thefe dangers and difficulties will be avoided by trying, for a 
fingle year, the experiment which is now propofed ; and which, if 
that fhould fail, may be better adjufted in the time of leifure, which 
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the beginning of the next feffion will undoubtedly afford; before 
which time I am afraid no amendment can poffibly be made. 

It has been propofed, indeed, by the noble Lord, that three 
fhillings fhould be laid upon every gallon of diftilled liquors, which 
would undoubtedly leflen the confumption, but would at the fame 
time deftroy the trade ; a trade from which large profits may be in 
time gained ; fince our diftillers have now acquired fuch fkill, that 
the moft delicate palate cannot diftinguifh their liquors from thofe 
which foreigners import. 

If the duty be raifed to the height propofed, it muft be allowed to 
be re-paid for all that fhall be exported ; otherwile foreign nations 
will deprive us of this part of our trade; and it has been already 
fhewn, that by mock exportations the duty may be frequently evaded. 

Thus, my Lords, there will be difficulties on either hand; if a 
duty fo high be paid, the manufacturer will be ruined ; if it be evaded, 
the confumption will be leflened. 

One inconvenience will eafily be difcovered to be the necefiary 
confequence of any confiderable advance of the price. We may be 
certain that an aét of the Senate will not moderate the paflions, or 
alter the appetites of the people; and that they will not be left de- 
firous of their ufual gratifications, becaufe they are denied them. 
The poor may, indeed, yield to neceflity, unlefs they find themfelves 
able to refift the law, or to evade it; but thofe who can afford to 
pleafe their tafte, or exalt their fpirits at a greater expence, will ftill 
riot as before, but with this difference, that their excefies will pro- 
duce no advantage to the public. 

If an additional duty of three fhillings be laid upon every gallon of 
diftilled liquors, the product of our own diftillery will be dearer than 
thofe liquors which are imported from foreign parts; and, therefore, 
it cannot but be expected that the money which now circulates 
amoneft us, will in a fhort time be clandeftinely carried into other 
countries. 

Such, my Lords, will be the effect of thofe taxes which are fo 
ftrongly recommended ; and, therefore, they ought not. to be im- 
pofed, till all other methods of proceeding have been found ineffedtual. 

It is poffible, indeed, that the regulation fpecified in this bill, may 
not produce any beneficial effect, and that the prefent practice of de= 
bauchery may ftill continue among the people; but it is likewife 

pofiible 
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poffible that this tax may, by increafing the price, augment the 
revenue at the fame time that it leflens the confumption. 
This propofal has by fome Lords been treated as a paradox ; but 


they certainly fufpected it of falfehood, only for want of patience to 
form the calculations neceffary in fuch difquifitions; The tax of the 
Jaft year amounted to one hundred and feventy thoufand pounds ; 
this tax is now doubled, fo that the fame quantity wotld produce 
three hundred and forty thoufand; but if one third lefs fhould be 
confumed, the prefent tax will amount to no more than two hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds; and when fifty thoufand licences are 
added, the revenue will gain an hundred thoufand pounds, though 
one third part of the confumption fhould be hindered. 

But, my Lords, fuppofing no part of the confumption hindered, I 
cannot think that bill fhould be rejected, which, in a time of danger 
like the prefent, fhall add to the public revenue an annual income of 
more than two hundred thoufand pounds, without leflening any 
manufacture, without burthening any ufeful or virtuous part of the 
nation, and without giving the leaft occafion to any murmurs among 
the people. 

It is to be remembered, my Lords, that whatever Corruption fhall 
prevail amoneft us, it cannot be imputed to this bill, which did not 
make, but find the nation vitiated, and only turned their vices to 


public advantage ; fo that if it produces any diminution of the fale of 
{pirits, it is indifputably to be applauded as promoting virtue. If the 
fale of {pirits {till continues the fame, it will deferve fome degree of 
commendation, as it will, at leaft, not contribute to the increafé of 
vice, and as it will augment the revenue without injuring the people ; 
for how, my Lords, can we be cenfured for only fuffering the nation 
to continue in its former ftate? . 

Lord Taxzor then fpoke in fubftance as follows :—My Lords, i€ 
we confider the tendency of the argument ufed by the noble Lord, 
the only argument on which he appears to Jay any ftrefs, it will 
prove, ifit proves any thing, what cannot be admitted by your Lord- 
fhips, without bidding farewel to fndependency, and acknowledging 
that you are only the fubititutes of a higher power.» 

It appears by the tenor of his reafoning, that’ he: confiders this 
Houfe as only obliged, in queftions relating: to fupplies, to ratify the 
determinations of the other; to fubmit implicitly to their dictates, 
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and receive their fovereign commands, without daring either to re- 
fufe compliance, or delay it, 

If we conjoin the reafoning of the noble Lord who {poke laft with 
that of one who {poke before in favour of the bill, we fhall be able 
to difcover the full extent of our power on thefe occafions; the firft 
was pleafed to inform us, that though we were at liberty to examine 
the paragraphs of this bill, we had no right, at leaft no power to 
amend them; becaufe in money-bills, the Commons left us no other 
choice than that of paffing or rejecting them. 

This, my Lords, might have been thought a fufficient contraction 
of thofe privileges which your anceftors tranfmitted to you, and the 
Commons needed to have defired no farther conceflions from this 
Aflembly, fince this was a public confeffion of a fubordinate ftate, 
and admitted either that part our ancient rights had been given up, or 
that we were at prefent too much depreffed to dare to affert them. 

We might, however, {till comfort ourfelves with the peaceful and 
uncontefted pofieffion of the alternative; we might ftill believe that 
what we could not approve we might reje@t, without irritating the 
formidable Commons. But now, my Lords, a new doétrine has 
been vented among us; we are told not only that we muft not amend 
a money-bill, but that it will be to no purpofe to reje&t it; for that 
tne other Houfe will fend it again without altering any thing but the 
title, and force it upon us, when there is no time for any other 
expedient, giant 

If this, my Lords, fhould be done, I know not how the bill 
might, at its fecond appearance, be received by other Lords; for my 
part, I fhould vote immediately for rejeGting it, without any alle- 
viating or mollifying expedients. I fhould reject it, my Lords, 
even on the laft day of the feflion, without any regard to the pre- 
tended neceflity of raifing fupplies, and without fuffering myfelf to 
be terrified into compliance by the danger of the Houfe of Autftria; 
for though I think the balance of power on the continent neceflary 
to be preferved at the hazard of a fleet or an army, I cannot think it 
of equal importance to us, with the equipoife of our own govern- 
ment; nor can I conceive it my duty to egflave myfelf to fecure the 
freedom of another. 

‘The danger, therefore, of difeufting the Commons, at this or any 
other juncture, fhall never influence me to a tame refignation of the 
privileges of our own Houle; nor fhall I willingly allow any force 
to 
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to arguments which are intended only to operate upon our fear ; 
and, therefore, unlefs there fhall appear fome better plea in favour of 
this bill, I fhall think it my duty to oppofe it. 

The other plea is the difficulty, or, in the ftile of the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft, the impoffibility of raifing fupplies by any other me- 
thod. That it is not eafy to raife fupplies by any new tax in a 
nation, where almoft all the neceflaries of life are loaded with im- 
pofts, muft be readily allowed; but that it is impofiible, the folly of 
the people, which is at leaft equal to their poverty, will not fuffer me 
to grant. 

One other expedient, at leaft, has been already difcovered by the 
wonderful fagacity of our new minifters; an expedient which they 
cannot, indeed, claim the honour of inventing, but which appears fo 
conformable to the reft of their conduct, and fo agreeable to their 
principles, that I doubt not but they will very often praétife it, if the 
continuance of their power be long enough to admit of a full difplay 
of their abilities, | 

Amidft their tendernefs for our manufatures, and their regard for 
commerce, they have eftablifhed a lottery for eight hundred thou- 
fand pounds, by which they not only take adyantage of an inclination 
too predominant, an inclination to grow rich rather by a lucky 
hazard, than fuccefsful induftry; but give up the people a prey te 
ftock-jobbers, ufurers, and brokers of tickets, who will plunder then 
without mercy, by the encouragement of thofe by whom it might 
be hoped, that they would be protected from plunderers. 

All lotteries, my Lords, are games which are not more honeft or 
more ufeful for being legal; and the obje@tion which has been made 
to all other games, and which has never yet been anfwered, will be 
found equally valid when applied to them. They engrofs that 
attention which might be employed in improving or extending our 
manufactures ; they fwallow that money which might circulate in 
ufeful trade ; they give the idle and the diligent an equal profpect of 
riches; and by conferring unexpected wealth upon thofe who never 
deferved it, and know not how to ufe it, they promote extravagance 
and luxury, infolence and diflolutenefs, 

But thefe confequences, my Lords, and a thoufand others equally 
important, equally formidable, may be objected without effect, again 0 
any fcheme by which money will be raifed; money! the only end at 
which our minifters haye aimed for almoft half a century; money! 
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by which only they have preferved the favour of the Court, and the 
obedience of the Senate; money! which has fupplied the place of 
wifdom at one time, and af cyurage at another. 

To gain money, my Lords, they have injured trade by eftablifh- 
ing a lottery; and they are now about to facrifice the health and 
virtue of the ‘people, to the prefervation of a trade by which money 
may b: furnithed to the government. ‘This, my Lords, is their only 
defign, however they may act, or whatever they may profefs ; if they 
endeavour to protect either the trade or lives of people, it is only 
becaufe they expect a continuance of taxes from them; and when 
more defperate meafures are neceflary for the fame purpofes, they 
ruin their trade by one project, and deftroy their lives by another. 

Lord Lowspaxe next fpoke to this effect:—My Lords, It is not 

without the utmoft prief and indignation, that I find this Houfe con- 
fidered by fome who have {poken in vindjcation of this bill, as obliged 
to comply with any propofals fent up by the Commons for raifing 
money, however deftru€tive to the public, or however contrary to 
the dictates of our confcience, or convictions of our reafon. 
- What is this, my Lords, but once more to vote ourfelves ufe- 
lefs ¢ What but to be the firft that fhall deftroy the conftitution of 
the government, and give up that liberty which our an iceftors 
eftablifhed ? 

‘That this is really the defign of any of the noble Lords, who 
have fpoken in vindication of the bill, and have aflerted the neceffity 
of pafling it, without any attempts to amend it, | am very far from 
affirming 5 but certainly, my Lords, this, and this only, is the con- 
fequence of their pofitions, with whatever intention they may have 
advanced them ; for how, my L lords, can we call ourfelves indepen- 
dent, if we are to receive the commands of the other Houfe? or with 
what propriety can we aflume the title of legiflators, if we are ta 
pafs a bill like this without examination? 

The bill now before us, my Lords, is of the utmoft importance to 
the happinefs of that nation whofe welfare we have hitherto been 
imagined to fuperintend. In this bill are involved not only the 
trade and riches, but the lives and morals of the Britith people; nor 
can we fuffer it to pafs unexamined, without betraying the nation to 
wickednefs and deftru@ion, 

- Should we, on this occafion, fuffer ourfelves to be degraded from 
legiflators to meflengers from the Commons to the Throne; fhould 
5 , we 
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we be content only to tranfmit the laws which we ought to amend, 
and refign ourfelves up implicitly to the wifdom of thofe whom we 
have formerly confidered as our inferiors, 1 know not for what pur- 
pofe we fit here. It would be my counfel that we fhould no longer 
attempt to preferve the appearance of power, when we have loft the 
fubftance, or fubmit to fhare the drudgery of government, without 
partaking of the authority. 

The time of fuch defperation is, indeed, not yet arrived; but 
every act of fervile compliance will bring it nearer; and therefore, 
my Lords, for the fake of ourfelves, as well as of the people, I join 
the noble Lord’s motion for refuming the Houfe, that farther infor- 
mation may be obtained both by ourfelves, by the Commons, and 
by the nation. 

The Duke of NewcasTLe then rofe, and fpoke to the effect 
following :—My Lords, I believe no Lord in this Aflembly is more 
zealous for the advantage of the public than myfelf, or more defirous 


to preferve the lives, or amend the morals of the people; but I can- 
not think that this character can juftly imply any diflike of the bill 
now before us. 

If I thould admit what the noble Lord has afferted, that the lives 
and morals of the people are affected by this bill, 1 cannot yet fee 
that his inference is juft, or that our compliance with the motion is 
therefore neceflary. 


That under the prefent regulation, the miferies of the nation are 
every day increafed; that corruption fpreads every day wider, and 
debauchery makes greater havock, is confefled on all fides; and 
therefore I can difcover no reafon for continuing the laws in their 
prefent ftate, nor can think that we ought to decline any experiment 
by which that diforder, which cannot be increafed, may poflibly be 
leffened. | 

It is confefled by the noble Lords, who declare their approbation 
of the motion for poftponing the confideration of this bill, that they 
intend nothing lefs than a gentle and tacit manner of dropping it, by 
fhewing the Commons that, though to avoid offence they do not 
abfolutely reject it, yet they cannot approve it, and will not pafs it; 
and that therefore the neceffity of raifing fupplies, requires that ano+ 
ther bill fhould be formed, not liable to the fame objections. 

The confequence of this procedure, my Lords, can only be, that 
either the Commons will form another bill for raifing money, or 
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that they will fend up this again with a new title, and fuch flight 
alterations as not the happinefs of the nation, but the forms of the 
Nenate demand. 

ff, in return for our endeavours to reform a bill, of which they 
think themfelves the only conftitutional judges, they fhould fend it 
again with only another title; what, my Lords, fhall we procure by 
the delay, but a new occafion of murmurs and difcontent, a new 
confirmation of the power of the Commons, and an eftablifhment of 
fenatorial chicanery, at once pernicious to the public, and ignomi- 
nious to ourfelves? 

That the Commons, in fending back a bill that has been rejected 
in this Houfe, with only a change in the title, a&t contrary to the end 
of fenatorial confultations, though confiftently with their external 
forms, cannot be denied; but as each Houfe is without any depen- 
dence on the other, fuch deviations from the principles of our con- 
fuitution, however injurious to our authority, or however detri- 
mental to the nation, cannot be punifhed, nor otherwife prevented 
than. by caution and prudence. | gaat Dae 

If, therefore, the Commons, as they have formerly done, fhould 
return the bill without alteration, we thall only have impaired our 
own authority, and fhaken the foundations of our government by a 
fruitlefs oppofition. Nor fhall we gain any advantage, though they 
fhould comply with our expeétations, and employ the little time that 
remains in contriving a new tax ; for corruption muft then proceed 
without oppofition, the people muft grow every day more vicious, 
and debauchery will, in a fhort time, grow too general to be 
fupprefled, a | 

With regard to the bill before us, the only queftion that is necef- 
{ary or proper, is, whether it will promote or hinder the confumption 
of diftilled liquors? for as to the effects of thofe liquors, thofe that 
vindicate, and that oppofe this bill, are of the fame opinion; and all 
will readily allow, that if the law now propofed fhall be found to 
increafe the confymption which it was intended to diminifh, it ought 
immediately to be repealed, as deftructive to the people, and contrary 
to the end for which it was defigned; but if the additional duties 
fhali produce any degree of reftraint, if they fhall hinder the con- 
fumption even of a very fmall part, I think it muft be allowed that 
the provifions are juft and ufeful; fince it has already appeared, that 

| ; thi 
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this vice is too deeply rooted to be torn up at once; and that there- 
fore it isto be pruned away by imperceptible diminution. 

Whether the provifions now offered in the bill might not admit of 


improvements ; whether fome other more efficacious expedients mighf€ 
not be difcovered; and whether the duties might not be raifed yet 
higher, with more advantage to the public, may undoubtedly admit 
of long difputes, and deep enquiries; but for thefe enquiries and 
difputes, my Lords, there is at prefent no time: the affairs of the 
continent require our immediate interpofition, the general oppreflors 
of the weftern world are now endeavouring to extend their domi- 
nions, and exalt their power beyond the poffibility of future oppo- 
fition; and our allies, who were ftruggling againft them, can no 
longer continue their efforts without affiftance, 

At atime like.this, my Lords, it is not proper to delay the fup- 
plies by needlefs controverfies; or, indeed, by any difputes which 
may, without great inconvenience, be delayed to a time of tranquil- 
lity, a time when all our enquiries may be profecuted at leifure, 
when every argument may be confidered in its full extent, and when 
the improvement of our laws ought, indeed, to be our principal care. 


At prefent it appears to me, that every method of raifing money, 
without manifeft injury to the morals of the people, deferves our 
approbation; and therefore that we ought to pafs this bill, though it 
fhould not much hinder the confumption of fpirituous liquors, if it 
fhall barely appear that it will not increafe it. 

It is at leaft proper, that, at this prefling exigence, thofe that op- 
pofe the bills by which fupplies are to be raifed, fhould, by offering 
other expedients, fhew that their oppofition proceeds not from any 
private malevolence to the miniftry, or any prepofleffion againit the 
public meafures, but from a fteady adherence to juit principles, and 
an impartial regard-for the public good; for it may be fufpected, 


that he who only bufies himfelf in pulling down, without any at- 
tempts to repair the breaches that he has made with more fit or 
durable materials, has no real defign of ftrengthening the fortt- 
fication. 
It has been propofed, indeed, by one of the Hee Lords, that a 
tax of three fhillings a gallon fhould be laid upon all diftilled {piritss 
and collected by the laws of excife at the ftill-head, which would 
doubtlefs fccure,a great part of the people from the temptations to 
which 
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which they are at prefent expofed, but would at the fame time ’pro- 
duce another effect not equally to be defired. 

J have been informed, my Lords, upon mentioning this propofal 
in converfation, that fuch duties will raife the price of the liquors 
diftilled among us, above that of foreign countries; and that there- 
fore not only all our foreign trade of this kind would be immediately 
deftroyed, but that many of thofe who now drink our own fpirits, 
only becaufe they are cheaper, will then purchafe thofe of foreign 
countries, which are generally allowed to be more pleafant. 

‘That this is really the ftate of the affair, Ido not affirm; for I 
now relate only what I have heard from others; but furely the impo- 
fition of fo heavy a duty requires a long confideration; nor can it 
be improper to mention any objections, the difcuffion of which may 
contribute to our information. 

But any other regulations than thofe now offered, will require fo 
many enquiries, and fo long confultation, that the Senate will expect 
to be difmiffed from their attendance, before any refolutions are 
formed; and when once the fupplies are provided, we fhall find our- 
felves obliged to leave the law relating to fpirituous liquors in its 
prefent ftate. 

Then, my Lords, will the enemies of the government imagine 
that they have a new opportunity of gratifying their malignity, by 


cenfuring us as wholly negligent of the public happinefs, and charge 


1S 
us with looking without concern upon the debauchery, the difeafes, 
and the poverty of the people, without any compaffion of their 
wants, or care of their reformation. 

‘That to continue the prefent law any longer, will be only to 
amufe ourfelves with ineffectual provifions, is univerfally allowed 5 
nor is there any difference of opinion with regard to the prefent ftate 
of the vice which we are now endeavouring to hinder. The Jaft 
law was well intended, but was diated by anger, and ratified by 
zeal; and therefore was too violent to be executed, and, inftead of 
reforming, exalperated the nation. 

No fooner, therefore, did the magiftrates difcover the inflexible 
refolution of the people, their furious perfecution of informers, and 
their declared hatred of all thofe who concurred in depriving them 
of this dangerous pleafure, than they were induced, by regard to 
their own fafety, to relax that feverity which was enjoined, .and were 
contented to purchale fafety by gratifying, or, at leaft, by not op- 
poling 
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pofing thofe paffions of the multitude, which they could not hope to 
controul; the practice of drinking fpirits continued, and the con- 
fumption was every year greater than the former. 

This, my Lords, is the prefent ftate of the nation; a ftate fufi- 
ciently deplorable, and which all the laws of humanity and juftice 
command us to alter. ‘This is the univerfal declaration. We all 
agree, that the people grow every day more corrupt, and that this 
corruption ought to be ftopped; but by what means is yet un- 
decided. 

Violent methods, and extremity of rigour have been already tried, 


and totally defeated; it is therefore propofed to try more eafy and 
gentle regulations, that fhall produce, by flow degrees, the reforma- 
tion which cannot be effected by open force; thefe new regulations 
appear to many Lords not fufficiently coercive, and are ima- 
gined ftill lefs likely to reform a vice fo inveterate, and fo firmly 
eftablifhed. 

Thefe opinions I cannot flatter myfelf with the hope of recon- 
ciling ; but muft yet obferve, that the confumption of thefe liquors, 
as of all other commodities, can only be leflened by proper duties, 


and that every additional impofition has a tendency to leffen them; 
and fince, fo far as it extends, it can produce no ill effects, deferves 
the approbation of thofe who fincerely defire to fupprefs this odious 
vice that has fo much prevailed, and been fo widely diffufed. 

It is, indeed, poflible, that the duties now propofed may be found 
not fufficient; but for this defect there is an eafy remedy, “The 
duty, if it be found by the experience of a fingle year to be too 
{mall, may, in the next, be eafily augmented, and fwelled, by annual 
increafes, even to the height which is now propofed, if no remedy 
more eafy can be found. 

It may be objected, that this fund will be mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of the {ums employed in the fervice of the war; and that there- 
fore the ftate of the duty cannot afterwards be altered without in- 


juftice to the public creditors, and a manifeft violation of the faith 
of the Senate : but, my Lords, though in the hurry of providing for 
a prefling and important war, the Commons could not find any 
other method fo eafy of raifing money, it cannot be doubted but that 
when they confider the ftate of the nation at leifure, they will eafily 
redeem this tax, if it fhall appear inconvenient, and fubftitute fome 
other, lefs injurious to the happinefs of the public, 
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of this feffion ; Mor can it be hiertiee that men fo long verfed in 
public affairs, could .not jedeg have propofed many other impofts ; 
but it-may be imagined, that they chofe this out of many, without 
fulpeCting that it adit be oppofed ; and believed, that they were at 


ence railing fupplies, and prot ue the virtue of the people. 


« 


‘as not impoflible for them to have done this in the beginning 


- . } t's weet ' las vy 
Nor indeed, my Lords, does it yet appear, that they have been 


miftakeu ; for though the arguments of the noble Lords who oppofe 


the bill are acute and plaufible, yet fince they agree, that the con- 
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fumption of thefe liquors is, at laft, to be hindered by raifing their 


price, it is reafonable to conceive, that every augmentation of the 


price muft produce a proportionate diminution of the confumption ; 
¥ Ne : t t 5) 
} ) ean eh 


that therefore this duty will contribute in fome degree to the 
the people. It feems at leaft in the higheft degree 
probable, that it cannot increafe the evil which it is intended to remedy; 
and that therefore we may reafonably concur in it, as it will furnifh 
the government with fupplies, without any inconvenience to thofe 
that pay them, 

The Bifhop of Oxrorp next fpoke to this effec: —My Lords, 

Vhis fubject has already been fo acutely confidered, and fo coploufly 
difcufled, that I rife up in defpair of propofing any thing new, of 
explaining any argument more clearly, or urging it more forcibly, 
of ftarting any other fubje& of cenfideration, or pointing out any 
circumftance yet untouched in thofe that have been propofed. - 

Yet, my Lords, though I cannot hope to add any thing to the 
knowledge which your Lordfhips have already obtained of the fub- 
ject in debate, I think it.my duty to add one voice to the truth, and 
to declare, that in the balance of my underftanding, the arguments 
againft the bill very much outweigh thofe that have been offered in 
its favour. 

It is always prefumed by thofe who vindicate it, that every augmen- 
tation of the price will neceflarily produce a proportionate decreafe of 
the confumption. ‘This, my Lords, is the chief, if not the only ar- 
gument that has been advanced, except that which is drawn from the 
neceflity of raifing fupplies, and the danger of difgufting the other 
Houfe. But this argument, my Lords, is evidently fallacious; and 


therefore the bill, if it pafles, muft pafs without a fingle reafon, except 
immediate convenience, 
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Let us examine, my Lords, this potent argument, which has been 
fucceffively urged by all who have endeavoured to vindicate the bill, 
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and echoed from one to another with all the confidence of irrefraga- 
bility; let us confider on what fuppofitions it is founded, and we fhal 
foon find how eafily it will be diffipated. 


It is fuppofed by this argument, that every drinker of thefe liquors 
fpends as much as he can poffibly procure; and that therefore the 
leaft additional price muft place part of his pleafure beyond his reach. 
This, my Lords, cannot be generally true; it is perhaps generally, 
if not univerfally falfe. .It cannot be doubted, but that many of thole 
who corrupt their minds and bodies with thefe pernicious draughts, 
are above the neceflity of conftraining their appetites to efcape fo 
fmall an expence as that which is now to be impofed upon them 4 
and even of thofe whofe poverty can fink no lower, who are in reality 
exhaufted by every day’s debauch, it is at leaft as likely, that they 
will infift upon more pay for their work, or that they will fteal with 
more rapacity, as that-they will fuffer themfelves to be debarred from 
the pleafures of drunkennefs. 

It is not certain, that this duty will make thefe liquors dearer to 
thofe who drink:them; ‘fince the diftiller will more willingly dedudt 
from his prefent profit the fmall tax that is now propofed, than fuffer 
the trade to fink ; and even if that tax fhould be, as is ufual, levied 
upon the retailer, it has been already obferved, that in the quantities 
neceflary to drunkennefs, it will not be perceptible. 

But, my Lords, though this argument appears thus weak upon 
the firft and flighteft confideration, the chief fallacy is ftill behind. 
Thofe who have already initiated themfelves in debauchery, deflerve 
not the chief confideration of this Affembly ; they are for the greateft 
part hopelefs and abandoned, and can only be withheld by force from 
complying with thofe defires to which they are habitually enflaved. 
They may indeed be fometimes punifhed, and at other times reftrained, 
but cannot often be reformed. 

Thofe, my Lords, who are yet uncorrupted, ought firft to engage 
our care; virtue is eafily preferved, but difficultly regained. But 
for thofe what rezard has hitherto been fhewn? What effects can be 
expeéted from this bill, but that of expofing them to temptations, 
by placing unlawful pleafures in their view ? Pleafures which, how- 
ever unworthy of human nature, are feldom forfaken after they have 
once been tatted, 7 
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In the confideration of the prefent queftion, it is to be remem- 
bered, that multitudes are already corrupted, and the contagion grows — 
miore dangerous, in proportion as greater numbers are infeéted. 

To ftop the progrefs of this peftilence, my Lords, ought to be 
the governing paffion of our minds; to this point ought all our | 
aims tobe directed, and for this end ought all our projects to be 
calculated. 

But how, my Lords, is this purpofe promoted by alaw which gives 
a licence, an unlimited and cheap licence for the fale of that liquor, 
to which, even thofe who fupport the bill, impute the prefent corrup- 
tion of the people? This furely is no rational fcheme of reformation, 
nor can it be imagined, that a favourite and inveterate vice is to be 
extirpated by fuch gentle metheds. 

Let us confider, my Lords, more nearly the effe&s of this new 
invented regulation, and we fhall fee, how We may expect from them 
the recovery of public virtue. A law is now to be repealed, by 
which the ufe of diftilled liquors is prohibited, but which has not 
been for fome time put in execution, or not with vigour fufficient to 
furmount the difficulties and inconveniencies by which its opera- 
tion was obftructed. ‘The law is however’ yet in force, and who- 
ever fells {pirits muft now fell them at the hazard of profecution and 
penalties, and with an implicit confidence in the kindnefs and fidelity 
of the purchafer. 

Tt cannot be fuppofed, my Lords, but that a law like this muft 
have fome effect. It cannot be doubted, that fome are honeft, and 
others timorous; and that among the wretches who are moft to be 
fulpected of this kind of debauchery, there are fome in whom it is 
not fafe to confide ; they therefore muft fometimes be hindered from 
deftroying their reafon by other reftraints than want of money; and 
when they are trufted with the fecret of an illegal trade, muft pay a 
dearer rate for the danger that is incurred. 

But when this law is repealed, and every ftreet and alley has a fhop 
licenfed to diftribute this delicious poifon, what can we expect ? 
The moft fanguine advocate for the bill cannot furely hope, that any 
of thofe who now drink fpirits will refrain from them, only becaufe 
they are fold without danger ; and though what cannot be proved, or 
even hoped, fhould be admitted, that fome muft content themfelves 
with a {maller quantity on account of the advanced price, yet while 
they take all opportunities of debauchery, while they fpend, in this 
deftructive 


A. 1742-3. | SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 479 


deftructive liquor, all that either honeft labour or daring theft will 
fupply, they muft always be examples of intemperance ; fuch exam- 
ples as, from the experience of late years, we have reafon to believe 
will find many imitators; and therefore will promote at once the 
confumption of fpirits, and the corruption of the people. 

There is always to be found in wickednefs a deteftable ambition of 
gaining profelytes: every man who has fuffered himfelf te be cor- 
rupted, is defirous to hide himfelf from infamy in crowds as vicious 
as himfelf, or defires companions in wickednefs from the fame natural 
inclination to fociety, which prompts almoft every man to avoid 
fingularity on other occafions. 

‘Whatever be the reafon, it may be every day obferved, that the 
great pleafure of the vicious is to vitiate others; nor is it poffible 
to {quander an hour in the aflemblies of debauchees of any rank, 
without obferving with what importunity innocence is attacked, and 
how many arts of fophiftry and ridicule are ufed to weaken the in- 
fluence of virtue, and fupprefs the ftruggles of conicience. 

The fatal art by which, virtue is moft commonly overborne is 
the frequent repetition of temptations, which, though often rejected, 
will at fome unhappy moment generally prevail, and therefore ought 
to be removed; but which this bill is intended to place always in fight. 

To what purpofe will it be, my Lords, to deprive nine hardened 
profligates of a tenth part of the liquor which they now drink, which 
is the utmoft that this duty will effect? Ifthey have an opportunity 
of corrupting one by their folicitation and example, the difference 
between nine and ten aéts of debauchery is of very {mall importance 
to mankind, or even to the perfons who are thus reftrained, fince 
their forbearance of the utmoft excefles is only the effect of their 
poverty, not of their virtue. 

How far is fuch reftraint from being equivalent to the corruption 
of one mind, yet pure and undebauched! to the feduction of one 
heart from virtue, and a new addition to the intereft and prevalence 
of wickednefs? If it be neceflary, that the fupplies fhould be raifed 
for the government by the ufe of this pernicious liquor, it is defirable 
that it fhould be confined to few, and that it fhould rather be fwal- 
lowed in large quantities by hopelefs drunkards, than offered every 
where to the tafe of innocence and youth, in licenfed houfes of 
wickednefs, 
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The confumption will, for a time, be the fame in both cafes, but 
with this important difference, that wickednefs would only be con- 
tinued, not promoted ; and as the poifon would rid the land by de-« 
grees of the prefent race of profligates, it might be hoped, that our 
pofterity would be uninfected. 

But under the prefent fcheme of regulations, my Lords, vice 
will be propagated under the countenance of the legiflature ; and 
that kind of wickednefs by which the nation is fo infatuated, that it 
has increafed yearly in oppofition to a penal law, will now not 
only be fuffered, but encouraged, and enjoy not impunity only, but 
protection. 

‘Thus, if we pafs the bill, we fhall not even be able to boaft the 
petty merit of leaving the nation in its prefent ftate; we fhall take 
away the prefent reftraints of vice, without fubftituting any in their 
place; we fhall perhaps deprive a few hardened drunkards of a {mall 
part of the liquor which they now fwallow, but fhall open, according 
to the expectation of the noble Lord, fifty thoufand houfes of licenfed 
debauchery for the ruin of millions yet untainted. 

To leave the nation in its prefent ftate, which is allowed on all 
hands to be a ftate of corruption, feems to be the utmoft ambition 
of one of the noble Lords who have pleaded with the greateft warmth 
for this bill; for he concluded, with an air of triumph, by afking, 
how we can be cenfured for only fuffering the nation to continue in 
its former flate ? DE 3 

We may be, in my opinion, my Lords, ‘cenfured as traitors to 
our truft, and enemies to our country, if we permit any vice to pre- 
vail, when it is in our power to fupprefs it. We may be curfed, with 


juftice, by pofterity, as the abettors of that debauchery by which 


poverty and difeafe fhall be entailed upon them, contemned in the 
prefent as the flatterers of thofe appetites which we ought to regulate, 
and infulted by that populace whom we dare not oppofe. 

Had none of our predeceffors endeavoured the reformation of the 
people, had they contented themfelves always to leave the nation as 
they found it, there had been long ago an end of all the order and 
fecurity of fociety; for the natural depravity ef human nature has 
always a tendency from lefs to greater evil; and the fame caufes 
which had made us thus wicked, will, if not obviated, make us worfe. 

Since the noble Lord thinks it not neceflary to attempt the refor- 
mation of the people, he might have fpared the elaborate calculation, 
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by which he has proved, that a large fum will be gained by the go» 
vernment, though one third part of the confumption be prevented , 
for it is of very little importance to difcufs the confequences of aA 
event which will never happen. He fhould firft have proved, that a 
third part of the confumption will in reality be prevented, and then 
he might very properly have confoled the miniftry, by fhewing how 
much they would gain from the refidue. 

That this bill, as it now ftands, will produce a large revenue 
to the government, but no reformation in the people, is afferted 
by thofe that oppofe, and undoubtedly believed by thofe that defend 

but as this is not the purpofe which | am moft defircus of pro- 
moting, I cannot but think it my duty to agree to the propofal of the 
noble Lord, that by poftponing the confideration of the bill, more 
exact information may be obtained by us, and the Commons may be 
alarmed at the danger into which the nation has been brought by 
their precipitation. 

Lord Baru then rofe again, and fpoke to the following effect :—- 
My Lords, As the noble Lord who has juft fpoken appears to have 
mifapprehended fome of my affertions, I think it neceffary to rife again, 

that I may explain with fufficient clearnefs what perhaps I before ex- 
prefled obfcurely, amidft the number of different confiderations that 
crowded my imagination, 

With regard to the diminution that might be expected from this 
law, I did not abfolutely affert, at leaft I did not intend to aflert, that 
a third part would be taken off; but only advanced that fuppotitic 
as the bafis of a calculation, by which I might prove what many ae 
appeared to doubt, that the confumption might poffibly be diminithed, 
and yet the revenue increafed. 

Upon this fuppofition, which muft be allowed to be reafonable, 
both the purpofes of the bill will be anfwered, and the public fupplies 
will be raifed by the fuppreffion of vice. 

The diminution of the confumption may be greater or lefs than I 
have fuppofed. If it be greater, the revenue will be indeed lefs aug- 
mented ; but the purpofes which, in the opinion of the noble Lords 
who oppofe the bill, are more to be regarded, will be better promoted, 
and all their arguments againft it will be, at leaft, defeated ; nor will 
the miniftry, I hope, regret the failure of a tax which is deficient only 
by the fobriety of the nation. 
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If the diminution be lefs than I have fuppofed, yet if there be any 
diminution, it cannot be faid, that the bill has been wholly without 
effect, or that the miniftry have not proceeded either with more judg 
ment or better fortune than their predeceflors, or that they have not, 
at leaft, taken advantage of the errors that have been committed. It 
muft be owned, that they have either reformed the nation, or at leaft 
pointed out the way by which the reformation that has been fo long 
tefired, may be effected. 

hat this tax will in.fome degree hinder drunkennefs, it is reafon- 
able to expect, becaufe it can only be hindered by taxing the liquors 
which are ufed in excefs; but there yet remain, concerning the 
weight of the tax that ought to be laid upon them, doubts which 
nothing but experience can, I believe, remove. 

By experience, my Lords, we have been already taught, that 
taxes may be fo heavy as to be without effect; that reftraint may be 
fo violent as to produce impatience; and Rate it is proper in the 
next effay to proceed by flow degrees, and gentle methods, ard pro- 
duce that effect imperceptibly which we. find ourfelves unable to 
accomplifh at once, 

{ cannot therefore think, that the duty of three fhillings a gallon 
ean be impofed without defeating our own defign, and compelling 
the people to find out fome method of eluding the law like that which 
was practifed after the Act, by which in the fecond year of his prefent 
Majetty, five fhillings were impofed upon every gallon of compound 
waters, aiter which it is well known, that the diftillers fold a fimple 
fpirit under the contemptuous title of fenatorial brandy, and the law 
being univerfally evaded, was foon after repealed as wielefs. 

Such, my Lords, or worfe, will be thé confequence of the tax 

which the noble Lord has propofed; for if it cannot be evaded, 
{pirits will be brought from nations that have been wifer than to 
burthen their own commodities with fuch infupportable impoft, and 
the empire will foon be impoverifhed by the exportation of its money. 

Lord Hervey aniwered in fubftance as follows My Lords, 
] am very far fiom thinking the arguments of the noble Lord fuch as 
can influence men defirous to promote the real and durable happinefs 
of their country ; for he is folicitous only about the profperity of the 
Britifh manufactures, and the prefervation of the Britifh trade, but 
has fhewn very little regard to Britith virtue. 
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That part of his argument is therefore not neceflary to be anfwered, 
if the fuggeftion upon which it is founded were trie, fince it will be 
fuficient to compare thé advantage of the two fchemes. And with 
regard to his infinuation, that fenatorial brandy may be revived by a 
high duty, I believe, firft, that no fuch evafion can be contrived, 
and in the next place, am confident, that it may be defeated by 
burthening the new-invented liquor, whatever it be, if it be equally 


pernicious, with an equal tax. ‘The path of out.duty; my Lords, is 
plain and eafy, and only reprefented difficult by thofe who are inclined 
to deviate from it. 

Lord Batuurst fpoke next to the effect following +My Lords, 
Whatever meafures may be practifed by the people for eluding the 
purpofes of the bill now before us, with whatever induftry they may 
invent new kinds of fenatorial brandy, or by whatever artifices they | 
may efcape the diligence of the officers employed to colleét a duty 
levied upon their vices and their pleafures, there iss at leaft, ond 
danger, that they will purchafe from the Continent thofe liquors 
which we are endeavouring to withheld from them, or that this bill 
will impoverifh our country by promoting a trade contrary to its 
intereft. 

What would be the confequence of the duty of three fhillings a 
gallon, propofed by the noble Lord, it is eafy to judge. What, my 
Lords, can be expected from it, but that it will either oblige or en- 
courage the venders of {pirits to proctire from other places what they 
can no longer buy for reafonable prices at home? arid that thofe 
drunkards who cannot or will not fuddenly change their cuftoms; will 
purchafe from abroad the pleafures which we withhold from them, 
and the wealth of the nation be daily diminifhed, but the virtue 
little enereafed? 

Thus, my Lords, fhall we at once deftroy our own manufacture 
and promote that of our neighbours. ‘Chus hall we enrich other 
governments by diftrefling our own, and. inftead of increafing 
fobriety, only encourage a more expenfive and pernicious kind of 
debauchery. 

In the bill now under our confideration, a middle way is propofed, 
by which reformation’ may be introduced by thofe gradations which 
have always been found neceffary when inveterate vices are to be 
encountered. In this bill every ne¢eflary confideration appears to 
have been regarded, the health of the people will be préferved, and 
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their virtue recovered, without deftroying their trade or flarving 
their manufacturers. 

The efficacy of this bill feems, indeed, to be allowed by fome of 
the Lords who oppofe it, fince their chief objection has arifen from 
their doubts whether it can be executed. If a law be ufelefs in 
itfelf, it is of no importance whether it is executed or not; and 
therefore, I think, it may fafely be inferred, that they who are {olicit- 
ous how it may be enforced, are convinced of its ufefulnefs. 

If this, my Lords, be the chief objection now remaining, a little 
confideration will eafily remove it; for it is well known, that the 
only obftruGtion of the former law was the danger of information ; 
but this law, my Lords, is fo contrived, that it will promote the 
execution of itfelf; for by fetting licences at fo low a price, their 
number will be multiplied, and every man who has taken a licence 
will think himfelf juftified in informing againft him that fhal] retail 
fpirits without a legal right. 

If, therefore, there fhould be, as a noble Lord has very reafonably 
fuppofed, fifty thoufand licenfed venders of thefe liquors, there wil! 
likewife be fifty thoufand informers againft unlawful traders ; and as 
the liquors may then always be had under fanction of the law, the 
populace will not intereft themfelves in that procefs which can have 
no tendency to obftruct their pleafure. 

Thus, my Lords, fhall we, by agreeing to this bill, make a law 
that will be at once ufeful to the government and beneficial to the 
people, which will be at once powerful in its effects and eafy in its 
execution ; and therefore, inftead of attending any more tg the wild 
and impracticable fchemes of heavy taxes, rigorous punifhments, 


‘fudden reformations, and violent reftraints, I hope we fhall unani- 


moufly approve this method, from which fo much may be hoped, 
while nothing is hazarded. 

Lord Carrere then rofe up and fpoke in fubftance as follows : 
—My Lords, though the noble Lord who has been pleafed to incite 
us to an unanimous concurrence with himfelf and his affociates of the 
miniftry in paffing this excellent and wonder-working bill, this bill 
which is to leflen the confumption of fpirits, without leflening the 
quantity which is diftilled, which is to reftrain drunkards from 
drinking, by fetting their favourite liquor always before their eyes, to 
conquer habits by continuing them, and correét vice by indulging it 
according to the loweft reckoning, for at leaft another year ; yets 


my 
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my Lords, fuch is my obftinacy, or fuch my ignorance, that Ian 
not yet comply with his propofal, nor. can prevail with myfelf either 
to concur with meafures fo apparently oppofite to the intereft of the 
public, or to hear them vindicated, without declaring how little I 
approve them, : 

During the courfe of this long debate I have endeavoured to reca- 
pitulate and digeft the arguments which have been advanced, and 
have confidered them both feparate and conjoined ; but find myfelf 
at the fame diftance from conviction as when I entered the Houfe ; 
nor do I imagine, that they can much affect any man who does not 
voluntarily affift them by ftrong prejudice. 

In vindication of this bill, my Lords, we have been told, that the 
prefent law is ineffe€tual ; that our manufacture is not to be deftroyed, 
er not this year; that the fecurity offered by the prefent bill has 
induced great numbers to fub{cribe to the new fund; that it has been 
approved by the Commons ; and that, if it be found ineffectual, it 
may be amended another feffion, 

All thefe arguments, my Lords, I fhall endeavour to examine, 
becaufe I am always. defirous of gratifying thofe great men to whom 
the adminiftration ef affairs is entrufted, and have always very 
cautioufly avoided the odium of difaffeCtion which they will undoubt- 
edly throw, in imitation of their predeceflors, upon all thofe whofe 
wayward confciences fhall oblige them to hinder the execution of 
their {chemes. 

With a very ftrong defire, therefore, though with no great hopes’ 
of finding them in the right, I venture to begin my enquiry, and 
engage in the examination of their firft affertion, that the prefent 
law againft the abufe of ftrong liquors is without effect. | 

I hope, my Lords, it portends well to my enquiry, that the firft 
pofition which I have to examine is true, nor can I forbear to con- 
gratulate your Lordfhips upon having heard from the new minifiry 
one affertion not to/be contradicted. 

It is evident, my Lords, from daily obfervation, and demonftrable 
from the papers upon the table, that every year, fince the enaction of 
the laft law, that vice has increafed which it was intended to reprefs, 
and that no time has been fo favourable to the retailers of {pirits as 
that which has pafled fince they were prohibited. 

It may therefore be expected, my Lords, that having agreed with 
the minifters in their fundamental propofition, I fhall concur with 
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them in the confequence which they draw from it; and having al- 
lowed that the prefent law is ineffeGtual, {hould admit that another is 
neceflary. : 

But, my Lords, in order to difcover whether this confequence be 
receflary, it muft firft be enquired why the prefent law is of no force ? 
For, my Lords, it will be found, upon reflexion, that there are 
certain degrees of corruption that may hinder the effects of the bef 
laws, The magiftrates may be vicious, and forbear to enforce that 
law, by which themfelves are condemned; they may be indolent, and 
inclined rather to connive at wickednefs by which they are not injured 
themfelves, than to reprefs it by a laborious exertion of their au- 
hority; or they may be timorous, and, inftead of awing the vicious, 
may be awed by them, 

In any of thefe cafes, my Lords, the law is not to be condemned 
for its ineflicacy, fince it only fails by the defect of thofe who are to 
direct its operations; the beft and moft important laws will contribute 
very little to the fecurity or happinefs of a people, if no judges of 
integrity and fpirit can be found amongft them. Even the moft 
beneficial and ufeful bill that minifters can pofibly imagine, a bill 
for laying on our eftates a tax of the fifth part of their yearly value, 
would be wholly without effect, if collectors could not be obtained. 

I am therefore, my Lords, yet doubtful, whether the ineflicacy of 
the law now fubfifting neceflarily obliges us to provide another ; for 
thofe that declared it to be ulelefs, owned at the fame time, that no 
man endeavoured to enforce it; fo that perhaps its only defect may 
be, that it will not execute itfelf, 

Nor though I fhould allow, that the law is at prefent impeded by 
difficulties which cannot be broken through, but by men of more 
{pirit and dignity than the minifters may be inclined to truft with 
commiffions of the peace, yet it can only be collected that: another 
law is neceflary, not that the law now propofed will be of any 
advantage. | 

Great ufe has been made of the ineficacy of the prefent law to 
decry the propofal made by the noble Lord for laying a high duty 
upon thefe pernicious liquors. High duties have already, as we are 
informed, been tried without advantage ; high duties are at this hour 


impofed upon thofe fpirits which are retailed, yet we fee them every 


day fold in the ftreets without the payment of the tax required; and 
? therefore 
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therefore it will be folly to make a fecond eflay of means which have 
been found, by the experience of many years, unfuccefsful. 

It has been granted on all fides in this debate, nor was it ever 
denied on any other occafion, that the confumption of any com- 
imodity is moft eafily to be hindered by raifing its price, and its price 


is to be raifed by the impofition of a duty; this, my Lords, which is, 


I fuppofe, the opinion of every man, of whatever degree of experience 
or underftanding, appears likewife to have been thought by the 
authors of the prefent law; and therefore they imagined, that they 
had effe@tually provided againft the increafe of drunkennefs, by laying 
upon that liquor which fhould be retailed in finall quantities, a duty 
which none of the inferior clafles of drunkards would be able to pay. 

Thus, my Lords, they conceived, that they had reformed the 
common people without infringing the pleafures of others, and ap- 
plauded the happy contrivance by which fpirits were to be made dear 
only to the poor, while every man who could afford to purchafe twe 
gallons was at liberty to riot at his eafe, and over a full flowing 
bumper look down with contempt upon his former companions, 
now ruthlefsly condemned to difconfolate fobriety, or obliged to re- 
gale themfelves with liquor which did no fpeedy execution upon their 
cares, but held them for many tedious hours in a languifhing pof- 
feffion of their fenfes and their limbs. 

But, my Lords, this intention was fruftrated, and the project, 
ingenious as it was, fell to the ground; for though they had laid a 
tax, they unhappily forgot, that this tax would make no addition 
to the price, unlefs it was paid; and that it would not be paid, 
unlefs fome were impowered to collect it. 

Here, my Lords, was the difficulty, thofe who made the law were 
inclined to lay a tax from which themfelves fhould be exempt, and 
therefore would not charge the liquor as it iflued from the till; and 
when once it was difperfed in the hands of petty dealers, it was ne 
lenger to be found without the affiftance of informers, and informers 
could not carry on the bufinefs of perfecution, without the confent 
of the people. 

It is not neceflary to dwell any longer upon the law of which the 
repeal is propofed, fince it appears already, that it failed only from a 
partiality not eafily defended, and from the omiffion of what is now 
propofed, the collection of the duty as the liquor is diftilled, 
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If this method be followed, there will be no longer any need of in- 
formation or of any rigorous or new meafures; the fame officers 


that collect a fmaller duty may levy a greater, nor can they be eafily 


y 


deceived with regard to the quantities that are made; the deceits, at 
leatt, that can be ufed, are in ufe already ; they are frequently detected 
and fupprefied; nor will a larger duty enable the diftillers toelude the 
vigilance of the officers with more fuccefs. 

Againft this propofal, therefore, the inefficacy of the prefent law 
can be no objection ; but it is urged, that fuch duties would deftroy 
the trade of diftilling, and a noble Lord has been pleafed. to exprefs 
great tenderneis for a manufaCture fo beneficial and extenfive. 

I cannot but fometimes wonder, my Lords, at the amazing variety 
of intellects, which every day furnifhes fome opportunity or other of 
obferving, and which cannot but be remarked on this occafion, 
when one produces againft a’ propofal the very argument which 
another offers in its favour. That a large duty levied at the ftill 
would deftroy or very much impair the trade of diftilling, is certainly 
fuppofed by thofe who defend it, for they propofed it only for that 
end; and what better method can they propofe, when they are called 
to deliberate upon a bill for the prevention of the exceflive ufe of 
diftilled liquors ? 

The noble Lord has been pleafed kindly to inform us, that the 
trade of diftilling is very extenfive, that it employs great numbers, 
and that they have arrived at exquifite fkill, and therefore—note well 
the confequence—the trade of diftilling is not be difcouraged, 
nce more, my Lords, allow me to wonder at the different COte 
ceptions of different underflandings. It appears tame, that fince the 
fpirits which the diftillers produce are allowed to enfeeble the limbs, 
and vitiate the blood, to pervert the heart, and obfcure the intellects, 
that the number of diftillers fhould be no argument in their | 


favour ! 
For I never heard that a law again{t theft was 


repealed or delayed, 
becaufe thieyes were numerous. It appears to me, my Lords, that 
if fo formidable a body are confederated againft the virtue or the lives 
of their fellow-citizens, it is time to put an end to the havock, and 
to interpofe, while it is yet in our power to {top the deftruCtion. 

As little, my Lords, am I affected with the merit of the wonderful 
fill which the diftillers are faid to have attained, that it is, in my 


Opinion, no faculty of great ufe to mankind, to prepare palatable 
poifon ; nor fhall ever contribute my intereft for the reprieve of a 


murderer, 
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murderer, becaufe he has, by long practice, obtained great dexterity 
in his trade. 

If their liquors are fo delicious, that the people are tempted to 
their own deftruGtion, let us at length, my Lords, fecure them from 
thefe fatal draughts, by burfting the vials that contain them ; let us 
crufh at once thefe artifts in flaughter, who have reconciled their 
countrymen to ficknefs and to ruin, and fpread over the pitfals of 
debauchery fuch baits as cannot be refifted. 

The noble Lord has indeed admitted, that this bill may not be 
found fufficiently coercive, but gives us hopes that it may be im- 
proved and enforced another year, and perfuades us to endeavour the 
reformation of drunkennefs by degrees, and above all, to beware at 
prefent of hurting the manufacture. 

Tam very far, my Lords, from thinking, that there are this year 
any peculiar reafons for tolerating murder ; nor can I conceive why 
the manufacture fhould be held facred now, if it be to be deftroyed 
hereafter; we are, indeed, defired to try how far this law will 
operate, that we may be more able to proceed with due regard to this 
valuable manufacture, 

With regard to the operation of the law, it appears to me, that it 
will only enrich the government without reforming the people, and 
I believe there are not many of 2 different opinion; if any diminution 
of the fale of {pirits be expected from it, it is to be canfidered, that 
this diminution will or will not be fuch as is defired for the reforma- 
tion of the people; if it be fufficient, the manufacture is at an end, 
and all the reafons againft a higher duty are of equal force againft 
this ; but if it is not fufficient, we have, at leaft, omitted part of our 
duty, and have neglected the health and virtue of the people, 

I cannot, my Lords, yet difcover, why a reprieve is defired for 
this manufacture, why the prefent year is not equally propitious to 
the reformation of mankind as any will be that may fucceedit. Itis 
true we are at war with two nations, and, perhaps, with more ; but 
war may be better profecuted without money than without men, and 
we but little confult the military glory of our country, if we raife 
{upplies for paying our armies, by the deftruction of thofe armies that 
we are contriving to pay, 

We have heard the neceflity of reforming the nation by degrees 
urged as an argument for impofing firft a lighter duty, and after- 
wards a heavier ; this complaifance for wickednefs, my Lords, is not 
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fo defenfible as that it fhould be battered by arguments in form, and 
therefore, I fhall only relate a reply made by Webb, the noted 
walker, upon a parallel occafion. 

This man, who mutt be remembered by many of your Lordthips, 
was remarkable for vigour, both of mind and body, and lived wholly 
upon water for his drink, and chiefly upon vegetables for his other 
fuftenance ; he was one day recommending his regimen to one of his 
friends who loved wine, and who perhaps might fomewhat contribute 
to the profperity of this /pzrituous manufacture, and urged him, with 
great earneftne{s, to quit a courfe of luxury by which his health ang 
his intellects would equally be deftroyed. The gentleman appeared 
convinced, and told him, that he would conform to his counfel, and 
thought he could not change his courfe of life at once, but would 
leave off {trong liquors by degrees. By degrees, fays the other, with 
indignation ! if you fhould unhappily fall into the fire, would you 
caution your fervants not to pull you out but by degrees? 

This anfwer, my Lords, is applicable in the prefent cafe; the 
nation is funk into the loweft ftate of corruption, the people are not 
only vicious but infolent beyond example, they not only break the 
laws but defy them, and yet, fome of your Lordfhips are for reform- 
ing them by degrees. 

J am not eafily perfuaded, my Lords, that our minifters really in- 
tend to fupply the defects that may hereafter be difcovered in this bill ; 
it will doubtlefs produce money, perhaps much more than they appear 
to expect from it; I doubt not but the licenfed retailers will be more 
than fifty thoufand, and the quantity retailed miuft increafe with the 
number of retailers. As the bill will therefore anfwer all the ends 
intended by it, I do not expect to fee it altered, for I have never 
obferved minifters defirous of amending their own errors, unlefs they 
are fuch as produce a deficiency in the revenue. 

Befides, my Lords, it is not certain, that when this fund is 
mortgaged to the public creditors, they can prevail upon the Com- 
mons to change the fecurity ; they may continue the bill in force for 
the reafons, whatever they are, for which they have paffed it, and the 
good intentions of our minifters, however fincere, may be defeated, 
and drunkennefs, Jegal drunkennefs, eftablifhed in the nation. 

This, my Lords, is very reafonable; and therefore we ought to 
exert ourfelves for the fafety of the nation, while the power is yet in 
our own hands, and without regard to the opinion or proceedings of 
the 
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the other Houfe, fhew that we are yet the chief guardians of the 
people, and the moft vigilant adverfaries of wickednefs. 

The ready compliance of the Commons with the meafures pro- 
pofed in this bill, has been mentioned here with a view, I fuppofe, of 
influencing us, but furely by thofe who had forgotton our indepen-~ 
dence, or refigned their own. It is not only the right, but the duty 
of either Houfe, to deliberate without regard to the determinations 
of the other; for how would the nation receive any benefit from the 
diftin&t powers that compofe the legiflature, unlefs their determina- 
tions are without influence upon each other? If either the example 
or authority of the Commons can divert us from following our own 
conviétions, we are no longer part of the legiflature ; we have given 
up our honours and our privileges, and what then is our concurrence 
but flavery, or our fuffrage but an echo? 

The only argument therefore that now remains, is the expediency 
of gratifying thofe by whoje ready {ubfcription the exigencies which 
the councils of our new ftatefmen have brought upon us, and ofxcon- 
tinuing the fecurity by which they have been encouraged to fuch libe- 
yal contributions, 

Public eredit, my Lords, is indeed of very great importance, but 
public credit can never be long fupported without public virtue; nor 
indeed if the government could mortgage the morals and health of 
the people, would it be juft or rational to confirm the bargain. If 
the miniftry can raife money only by the deftruction of their fellow- 
fubjects, they ought to abandon thofe fchemes for which the money 
is neceflary: for what calamity can be equal to unbounded wick- 
ednefs ? 

But, my Lords, there is no neceflity for a choice which may coft 
us or our minifters fo much regret ; for the fame fubfcriptions may 
be procured by an offer of the fame advantages to a fund of any other 
kind, and the finking fund will eafily fupply any deficiency that might 
be fufpeéted in another fcheme. | 

To confefs the truth, I fhould feel very little pain from an account 
that the nation was for fome time determined to be lefs liberal of 
their contribution, and that money was withheld, till it was known 
in what expeditions it was to be employed, to what princes fubfidies 
were to be paid, and what advantages were to be purchafed by it for 
our country. I fhould rejoice, my Lords, to hear that the lot- 
tery, by which the deficiencies of this duty are to be fupplied, 
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was not filled; and that the people were grown at laft wife enough 
to difcern the fraud, and to prefer honeft commerce, by which, all 
may be ¢ 


rainers, to a game by which the greateft number muft cer- 
tainly lofe, and in which no man can reafonably expeét that he fhall 


be the happy favourite of fortune, on whom a prize fhall be 
f, 


The lotteries, my Lords, which former minifters have propofed, 
have always been cenfured by thafe that faw their nature and their 
tendency ; they have been confidered as legal cheats, by which the 
ignorant and the rafh are defrauded, and the fubtle and avaricious 
often enriched; they have been allowed to divert the people from 
trade, and to alienate them from ufeful induftry. A man who is 
uneafy in his circumftances, and idle in his difpofition, colle&is the 
remains of his fortune, and-buys tickets in a lottery, retires from 
bufinefs, indulges. himfelf in lazinefs, and waits, in fome obfcure 
place, the event of his adventure. Another, inftead of employing 
his ftock in a fhop or warehoufe,- rents a garret in a private ftreet, 
and makes it his bufinefs, by falfe intelligence, and chimerical-alarms, 
to raife and fink the price of tickets alternately, and takes advantage 
of the lies which he has himfelf invented. 

Such, my Lords, is the traffic that is produced by this fcheme of 
raifing money; nor were thefe inconveniencies unknown to the 
prefent minifters in the time of their predeceflors, whom they never 
failed to purfue with the Joudeft clamours, whenever the exigencies 
of the government reduced them to a lottery. 

If f, my Lords, might prefume to recommend to our minifters 
the moft probable method of raifing a large fum for the payment of 
the troops of the electorate, I fhould, inftead of the tax and lottery 
now propofed, advife them to eftablifh a certain number of licenfed 
wheel-barrows, on which the laudable trade of thimble and button 
might be carried on for the fupport of the war, and fhoe-boys might 
contribute to the defence of the Houfe of Auftria, by raffling for 
apples. 

Raving now, my. Lords, examined with the utmoft candour, all 
the reafons which have been offered in defence of the bill, I cannot 
conceal the refult of my enquiry. The arguments have had fo little 
effect upon my underftanding, that as every man judges of others by 
himfelf, 1 cannot believe that they have any influence, even upon 
thofe that offer them; and therefore I am convinced, that this bill 
| muft 
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mutt be the refult of confiderations which have been hitherto con- 
cealed, and is intended to promote defigns which are never to be dit- 
covered by the authors before their execution. 

With regard to thefe motives and defigns, however artfully con- 
cealed, every Lord in this Affembly is yet at liberty to offer his con- 
jectures 5 and therefore I fhall venture to lay before you what has 
arifen in my mind, without pretending to have difcovered abfolute 
certainty, what fuch accomplifhed politicians have endeavoured to 
conceal. 

When I confider, my Lords, the tendency of this bill, I find it 
calculated only for the propagation of difeafes, the fuppreflion of 
induftry, and the deftruction of mankind; I find it the moft fatal 
engine that ever was pointed at a.people, an engine by which thole 
who are not killed will be difabled, and thofe who preferve their 
limbs, will be deprived of their fenfes. 

This bill therefore appears to be defigned only to thin the ranks 
of mankind, and to difburthen the world of the multitudes that in- 
habit it; and is, perhaps, the ftrongeft proof of political fagacity 
that our new minifters have yet exhibited. “They well know, my 
Lords, that they are univerfally detefted, and that wherever a Briton 
is deftroyed, they are freed from an enemy ; they have therefore 
opened the flood-gates of gin upon the nation, that when it is lefs 
numerous, it may be more eafily governed. 

Other minifters, my Lords, who had not attained to fo great a 
knowledge in the art of making war upon their country, when they 
found their enemies clamorous and bold, ufed to awe them with 
profecutions and penalties, or deftroy them like burglars, with pri- 
fons and with gibbets. But every age, my Lords, produces fome 
improvement, and every nation, however degenerate, gives birth at 
fome happy period of time to men of great and enterprifing PeNiUSe 
It is our fortune to be witnefles of a new difcovery in politics; we 
may congratulate ourfelves upon being contemporaries with thofe 
men who have fhewn that hangmen and halters are unneceflary in a 
ftate, and that minifters may efcape the reproach of deftroying their 
enemies, by inciting them to deftroy themfelves. 

This new method may, indeed, have upon different conftitutions 
a different operation; it may deftroy the lives of fome, and the fenfes 
of others ; but either of thefe effects will anfwer the purpofes of the 
miniftry, to whom it is indifferent, provided the nation becomes ilte 
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fenfible, whether peftilence or lunacy prevails among them. Either 
mad or dead, the greateft part of the people muft quickly be, or 
there is no hope of the continuance of the prefent miniftry. 

For this purpofe, my Lords, what could have been invented more 
efficacious than an eftablifhment of a certain number of fhops at 
which poifon may be vended ; poifon fo prepared, as to pleafe the 
palate while it waftes the ftrength, and to kill only by intoxication. 
From the firft inftant that any of the enemies of the miniftry fhall 
grow clamorous and turbulent, a crafty hireling may lead him to 
the minifterial flaughter-houfe, and ply him with their wonder- 
working liquor, till he is no longer able to fpeak or think; and, my 
Lords, no man can be more agreeable to our minifters than he that 
can neither fpeak nor think, except thofe who {peak without 
thinking. 

But, my Lords, the minifters ought to reflect, that though all 
the people of the prefent age are their enemies, yet they have made 
ho trial of the temper and inclinations of pofterity; our fucceflors 
may be of opinions very different from ours; they may perhaps ap- 
prove of wars on the continent, while our plantations are infulted, 
and our trade obftructed ; they may think the fupport of the Houfe 

f Auftria of more importance to us than our own defence, and 
may perhaps fo far differ from their fathers, as to imagine the trea- 
fures of Britain very properly employed in fupporting the troops, and 
increafing the fplendor of a foreign electorate. | 

Since therefore it will not be denied by our minifters, that the 
affection and gratitude of pofterity may atone for’ the obftinacy, 
blindnefs, and malice of the prefent age; fince thofe meafures which 
are now univerfally cenfured, may at fome diftant time be praifed 
With equal unanimity; why, my Lords, fhould they extend their 
vengeance to the fucceeding generation? why fhould they endeavour 
to torture their limbs with pains, and load their lives with the guilt 
of their parents? why fhould they hinder that trade to which they 
mutt owe all the comforts which plenty affords? why fhould they en- 
deavour to intercept their exiftence, or fuffer them to exift only to 
be wretched? 

If I may once more declare my fentiments, my Lords, I believe the 
minifters do not fo much wifh to debilitate the bodies as the under= 
ftandings of pofterity, nor fo arde atly defire a race of cripples as of 
fools. For cripples, my Lords, can make no figure at a review, nor 
ftrut 
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flrut in a red coat with atolerable grace; but fools are known by 
long experience to be the principal fupport of an army, fince they 
are the only perfons who are willing to pay it! 

Whatever, my Lords, be the true reafons for which this bill is fo 


warmly promoted, I think they ought, at leaft, to be deliberately 


examined; and therefore cannot think it confiftent with our regard 
for the nation to fuffer it to be precipitated into a law. ‘The year, 
my Lords, is not fo far advanced as that fupplies may not be raifed 
by fume other method, if this fhould be rejected; nor do [ think that 
we ought to confent to this, even though our refufal fhould hinder 
the fupplies, fince we have no ‘right, for the fake of any advantage, 
however certain or great, to violate all the laws of heaven and earth, 
to doom thoufands to deftruction, and to fill the exchequer with the 
price of the lives of our fellow-fubjects. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, not fuffer ourfelves to be driven 
forward with fuch hafte as may hinder us from obferving whither we 
are going; let us not be perfuaded to precipitate our counfels by 
thofe who know that all delays will be detrimental to their defigns, 
becaufe delays may produce new information, and they are confcious 
that the bill will be lefs approved the more it is underftood. 

But every reafon which they can offer againft the motion, is, 1n 
my opinion, a reafon for it; and therefore I fhall readily agree to 
poftpone the claufe, and no lefs readily to reject the bill. 

If at Jaft reafon and evidence are vain, if neither juftice nor com-. 
paffion can preyail, but the nation muft be deftroyed for the fupport 
of the government, let us at leaft, my Lords, confine our affertions,: 
in the preamble, to truth; let us not affirm that drunkennefs is efta- 
blifhed by the advice or confent of the Lords Spiritual, fince 1 am 
confident not one of them will fo far contradict his own doctrine, as 
to vote for a bill which gives a fanGtion to one vice, and minifters 
opportunities and temptations to all others ; and which, if it be not 
fpeedily repealed, will overflow the whole nation with a deluge of 
wickednefs, 

Lord Inay next fpoke to the effe& following:—My Lords, I 
have attended for a long time to the noble Lord, not without fome 
degree of uneafinefs, as I think the manner. in which he has treated 
the queftion neither confiftent with the dignity of this Aflembly, nor 
with thofe rules which ought to be ever venerable, the great rules of 
teafon and humanity. Yet being now arrived at a time of life in 
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which the paflions grow calm, and patience eafily prevails over any 
fudden difguft or perturbation, I forbore to difconcert him, though 
i have known interruption produced by much flighter provocations. 

It is, my Lords, in my opinion, a juft maxim, that our delibera- 
tions can receive very little affiftance from merriment and ridicule, 
and that truth is feldom difcovered by thofe who are chiefly folicitous 
to ftart a jeft. To convince the underftanding, and to tickle the 
fancy, are purpofes very different, and muf{t be promoted by different 
means; nor is he always to imagine himfelf fuperior in the difpute, 
who is applauded with the loudeft laugh. 

To laugh, my Lords, and to endeavour to communicate the fame 
mirth to others, when great affairs are to be confidered, is certainly 
to neglect the end for which we are afflembled, and the reafons for 
which the privilege of debating was originally granted us. For 
doubtlefs, my Lords, our honours and our power were not conferred 
upon us, that we might be merry with the better grace, or that we 
might meet at certain times to divert ourfelves with turning the great 
affairs of the nation to ridicule. 

But, my Lords, ftill lefs defenfible is this pra@tice, when we are 
contriving the relief of mifery, or the reformation of vice; when 
calamities are preying upon thoufands, and the happinefs not only of 
the prefent age, but of pofterity, muft depend upon our refolutions. 
He that can divert himfelf with the fight of mifery, has furely very 
little claim to the great praife of humanity and tendernefs ; nor can 
he be juftly exempted from the cenfure of increafing evils, who 
waftes in Jaughter and jocularity that time in which he might relieve 
them. 

The bill now before us has been reprefented by thofe that oppofe 
it, as big with deftruction, and dangerous both to the lives, and to 
the virtue of the people. We have been told, that it will at once 
fill the land with ficknefs and with villainy, and that it will be at the 
fame time fatal to our trade, and to our power; yet thofe who are 
willing to be thought fearful of all thefe evils, and ardently defirous 
of averting them from their country, cannot without laughter men- 
tion the bill which they oppofe, or enumerate the confequences 
which they dread from it, in any other language than that of irony 
and burlefque. 

Surely, my Lords, fuch conduct gives reafon for queftioning 
either their humanity, or their fincerity; for: if they really fear fuch 
dreadful 
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dreadful calamities, how can they be at leifure for mirth and gaiety? 
how can they {port over the grave of millions, and indulge their vain 
ridicule, when the ruin of their country is approaching ? 

But without énquiry, whether they who appofe the bill will grant 
their oppofition hypocritical; or their pattiotifm languid, I fhall lay 
my opinion of this new regulation before your Lordthips with equal 
freedom, though with lefs luxuriance of imagination, and lefs gaiety 
of language. 

Of this bill; notwithftanding the aciitenefs with which it has been 
examined, and the acrimony with which it has been cenfured, I am 
not afraid to affirm, that it is neither wicked nor abfurd, tHat all its 
parts are confiftent,; and that the effects to be expected from it are 
fobriety and health. . I cannot find upon the clofeft examination, 
either that it will defeat its own end, or that the end propofed by it 
is different from that which is profefled. 

‘The charge of encouraging vice and tolerating drunkennefs, with 
which the defenders of this bill have been fo liberally afperfed, may be, 
in my opinion, more juftly retorted upon thofe that oppofe it; who, 
though they plead for the continuance of a law; rigorous indeed, and 
well intended, own that it has by the experience of feveral years 
been found ineffeCtual. 

What, my Lords, can adrunkard of a profligate be fuppofed to 
wifh, but that the law may ftill remain in its prefent ftate; that he 
may {till be purfued in a track by which he knows how to efeape, 
and oppofed by reftraints which he is able to break? What can he 
defire, but that the book of ftatutes fhould lie ufelefs, and that no 
laws fhould be made againft him, but fuch as cannot be put in 
execution? 

The defects of the prefent law are indeed very numerous; not 
ought it to be continued, even though no other were to be fubftituted. 
It feems to fuppofe the ufe of diftilled liquors abfolutely unlawful, and 
therefore impofed upon licences a duty fo enormous, that only three 
were taken in the whole kingdom, and the people: were therefore 
obliged to obtain by illegal methods what they could not perfuade 
themfelves wholly to forbear. 

The method of deteCting offenders .was likewife fuch as gave op- 
portunity for villainy to triumph over innocence, and for perjury to 
grow rich with the plunder of the poor. Even charity itfelf might 
be punifhed by it; and he that gave a elafs of {pirits to a man fainting 
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under poverty, or ficknefs, or fatigue, might be punifhed as a retailer 
of fpirits without a licence. 

Thefe defects, which were not feen when the law was made, foon 
excited a diflike. No man enforced the execution of it, becaufe 
every man knew that on fome occafions he might himfelf break it ; 
and they who fuffered for the violation of it, were often pitied by thofe 
whote office obliged them to punifh them. Thus the law, after hav- 
ing been executed a few months with rigour, was laid afide as im- 
practicable, and appears now to be tacitly repealed; for it is appa- 
rently an empty form without effect. 

If therefore the ufe of fpirits be fo deftructive as is generally al- 
lowed, it is furely neceflary, that the legiflature fhould at laft repair 
the defects of the former law, and the nation fhould not be vitiated 
and ruined, without fome endeavours for its prefervation ; and, in 
my opinion, to lay a double duty upon thefe liquors, is very rational 
and prudent. An increafe of the price muft leflen the confumption. 

‘To what degree the confumption will be diminifhed by this new 


' duty, Iam not able to foretel ; but undoubtedly fome diminution will 


be produced, and the leaft diminution will afford us this comfort, that 
the evil does not increafe upon us, and that this law is therefore better 
than that which we have repealed. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I approve the prefent bill, without 
enquiring whether it is perfect; it is fufficient for me in the prefent 
exigence, that the nation will gain’ fomething by the change, and 
the people will be drawn nearer to fobriety, temperance, and induftry. 

Thus, my Lords, without paying any regard to the determination 
of the other Houfe, I think the bill fufficiently defenfible by reafon 
and policy ; nor can I conceal my opinion, that thofe who oppofe it 
are the real enemies of their country. 

[ The queftion, Whether the Houfe fhould be now refumed, was 
then put, and determined in the negative by 56 againft 35. 

‘The other claufes were then read, and agreed to. 

‘The courfe of their proceedings then required, that a day fhould 
be appointed for the third reading, and Lord SANDWICH therefore 
rofe, and {poke to the following effe&:] 

My Lords, As the importance of the bill now before us juftly de- 
mands the matureft confideration, it is not without unufual concern, 
that I obferve the abfence of many Lords, for whofe wifdom and ex- 
perience I have the higheft veneration, and whom’I eftcem equally 
for 
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for their penetration and their integrity. I fhould hope, that all thofe 
who feel in their hearts the love of their country, and are confcious of 
abilities to promote its happinefs, would affemble on this great occa- 
fion, and that the collective wifdom of this Houfe would be exerted, 
when the lives and fortunes, and, what.is yet more worthy of regard, 
the virtue of the people is involved in the queftion. 

As there can be no avocations which can poffibly withhold a wife 
man from counfels of fuch moment to his country, to himfelf and 
to his pofterity; as there is no intereft equivalent to the general happt- 
nefs, I cannot fuppofe, that either bufinefs or pleafure detain thofe 
who have not attended at the examination of this bill; and therefore 
imagine, that they are abfent only becaufe they have not been fufh- 
ciently informed of the importance of the gueftion that was this day 
to be difcufied. 

It is therefore, my Lords, neceflary, in my opinion, that on the 
day of the third reading they be again fummoned to attend, that the 
law which is allowed to’ be only an experiment, of which the event 
is abfolutely uncertain, may be examined with the utmoft care; that 
all its confequences may be known, fo far as human wifdom is able ta 
difcover, and that we may at Jeaft be exempt from the imputation of ~ 
being negligent of the welfare of our country, and of being defirous 
of avoiding information or enquiry, left they fhould retard our mea. 
fures, or contradi€t our affertions. 

But fince it is reafonable to believe, my Lords, that many of thofe 
who might affift us in this difficult enquiry, are now in the country, 
it is neceflary, that our fummons may have the effect which is defired, 
to defer the reading for fome time. For to what purpofe will it be 
to require their prefence at a time, at which we know it is impoffible 
for them to comply with our orders ? ‘I’o direét what cannot be done, 
is furely in its own nature abfurd and contemptible, and on this 
occafion will expofe not only our underftanding but our honefty to 
doubts; for it will be imagined, that we are only endeavouring to 
make falfe fhows of caution and accuracy, and that we in reality 
defire to determine, without the concurrence of thofe whofe prefence 
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we publicly require. 
I therefore move, that the third reading of this bill may be de- 
layed five days, and that immediate fummons be ifflued for all Lords 


to attend. 
K k 2 Lord 
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Lord CArrerer fpoke next in fubftance as follows :—My Lords, 
If it is the intention of the noble Lords to debate once more the 
ufefulnefs or expedience of this bill, if they have any new argument 
to produce, or are defirous of another opportunity to repeat thofe 
which have been already heard, I hope they will-not long withhold, 
either from themfelves or their opponents, that fatisfaction. 

Your Lordfhips are fo well acquainted with the {tate of the public, 
and know fo well the danger of the liberties of the continent, the 
power of the enemies whom we are to oppofe, the dreadful confe- | 
quences of an unfuccefsful oppofition, and the neceffity of vigour and 
expedition to procure fuccefs, that it cannot be neceflary to urge the 
impropriety of delaying the bill from which the fupplies are to be 
expected. 

The convenience of deferring this bill, however plaufibly repre- 
fented by the noble Lord who made the motion, is overbalanced by 
the neceflity of confidering it to-morrow. Neceffity is an argument 
which no acutenefs can overthrow, and againft which eloquence will 
be employed to little purpofe. I therefore, my Lords, oppofe the 
motion, not that it is unreafonable: in itfelf, but becaufe it cannot 
be admitted ; | recommend difpatch on this oceafion, not becaufe it 
is barely right, but becaufe it is abfolutely neceflary. 

Lord Hervey then rofe up and {poke to the following effect :— 
My Lords, It is always the Jaft refource of minifters to call thofe 
meafures neceflary which they cannot fhew to be juft; and when 
they have tried all the arts of fallacy and illufion, and found them all 
baffled, to ftand at bay, becaufe they can fly no longer, look their 
opponents boldly in the face, and ftun them with the formidable 
found of neceflity. 

But it is generally the fortune of minifters to difcover neceflity 
much fooner than they whofe eyes are not fharpened by employments ; 
they frequently call that neceflity, on which no other man would be- 
ftow the title of expediency; and that is feldom neceflary to be done, 
which others do not think neceflary to be avoided. 

At prefent, my Lords, I fee nothing necefiary, but what is equally 
neceflary atall times, that we do our duty to our country, and dif- 
charge our truft, without fuffering ourfelves to be terrified with 
imaginary dangers, or allured by imaginary benefits. The war which 
ig faid to produce the neceflity of this bill, is, in my opinion, not necef- 
fary 
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fary in itfelf: and if your Lordfhips differ from me in that fentiment, 
it muft yet be allowed, that there is time fufficient to provide fupplies 
by new methods. 

But, my Lords, if the motion, in which J concur, be over-ruled 
on a pretence of neceffity, it will fhew an eager defire to haften a bill, 
which if referred to any twelve men not of either Houfe of the Senate, 
their examination would terminate inthis, that they bring it in guilty 
of wilful murder. 

Lord CHotmMonpELey fpoke next in fubftance as follows :—My 
Lords, As there is no doubt but particular meafures may be fome- 
times neceflary, I difcover no reafon that ought to hinder the men- 
tion of that neceflity ; for furely where it can be afferted with truth, 
it is the moft powerful of all arguments, and cannot be wifely or 
honeftly neglected. 

In the prefent cafe, my Lords, I can difcover no impropricty in 
mentioning it ; for I fuppofe that noble Lord did not intend to reftrain 
it to the moft rigorous fenfe ; he did not mean, that there is the fame 
neceffity of reading this bill to-morrow for the fuccefs of the war, as. 
of extinguifhing a fire for the prefervation of a town; but that the 
reafons for difpatch abfolutely overbalanced all the pleas that could 
be offered for delays, : 

This neceffity, my Lords, Iam not afhamed to affert after him ; 
nor can I think it confiftent with common prudence, in the prefent 
fituation of our affairs, to defer the third reading beyond to-morrow, 
for the fupplies which this bill muft produce, are to be employed in 
attempts of the utmoft importance, and which cannot fail without 
the ruin of a great part of mankind, and an irreparable injury to this 
nation. 

I cannot therefore but confefs my furprize at the vehemence with 
which this bill is oppofed ; vehemence fo turbulent and fierce, that 
fome Lords have been tranfported beyond that decency which it is 
our duty and our intereft to preferve in our deliberations ; nor have 
reftrained themfelves from expreffions, which, upon reflection, I be- 
lieve they will not think defenfible ; from among which I cannot but 
particularize the horrid and opprobrious term of murder. 

"The reverend Prelates, who have fpoken againft the bill, may be 
eafily believed to be.as zealous for virtue as thofe who have indulged 
themf{elves in this violence of Janguage; yet they have never charged 
thofe who defend the meafures now propofed with the guilt of murder, 
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but have decently delivered their own opinions, without reproaching 
thofe who differ from them, 

For my part, my Lords, as I cannot think the motion for further 
delay, feafonable or proper, or neceffary to the difcovery of truth, 
or confiftent with the welfare of the nation, it is my refolution to vote 
againit it, 

‘The Duke of Beprorp fpoke next in fubftance as follows :—My 
Lords, ‘The ardour with which the noble Lord appears to refent the 
indignity offered to the bill, fhews only that he himfelf approves it, 
but not that it deferves the approbation of the Houfe, 

I think it of ufe, notwithftanding the plaufible pleas of decency 
or politenefs, that every thing fhould in this Houfe be called by its 

right name, that we may not difpute for one thing, and vote for ano- 
ther ; and fince the bill will certainly deftroy multitudes, if it pre- 
motes the fale of diftilled fpirits, and it has been proved that it will 
promote it, I know not by what appellation to denominate its effects, 
if that be denied me, which has been already ufed. 

[he Speaker then put the queftion in form, “ Is it your Lord- 
“* fhips pleafure, that the third reading of the bill be put off for five 
“* days?” It was refolved in the negative by 52 to 29. 

It was then ordered, that the bill fhould be read the third time on 
the day following, and that the Lords fhould be fummoned to attend. 

On the next day the Houfe, according to the order, met, and 
another debate enfued, which was begun by Lord HERVEY, who 
ipoke in fubftance as follows :] 

My Lords, The tendency of the bill, which we are now to approve 
or reject, is fo apparently deftructive to the ends of government, fo 
apparently dangerous to public happinefs, and fo contrary to the in- 
ftitutions of the moft celebrated lawgivers, and the policy of the moft 
flourifhing nations, that J {till continue to think it my duty to ftruggle 
againtt it. 

Almoft every legiflator of the world, my Lords, from whatever 
original he derived his authority, has exerted it in the prohibition of 
fuch foods as tended to injure the health, and deftroy the vigour of 
ys people for whom he defigned his inftitutions, 

The great inftru€tor of the Jews, who delivered his laws by divine 
authority, prohibited the ufe of fwine’s flefh, for ‘ho other caufe, fo 
far as human reafon is able to difcover, than that it corrupted the 
blood, and praduced loathfome difeafes and maladies which defcended 
tq 
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to pofterity ; and therefore in prohibiting, after his example, the ufe 
of liquors which produce the fame effects, we fhall follow the au- 
thority of the great Governor of the univerfe. 

The author of another religion, a religion founded indeed on fuper- 
{tition and credulity, but which prevails over a very great part of the 
earth, has laid his followers under reftraints {till more fevere ; he has 
forbidden them to difpel their cares, or exalt their pleafures with wine, 
has banifhed from their banquets that ufeful opponent of troublefome 
reflection, and doomed all thofe who receive his law, not to fobriety 
only, but to abftinence. 

The authority of this man, my Lords, cannot indeed be urged as 
unexceptionable and decifive; but the reception of his impolture 
fhews, at leaft, that he was not unacquainted with human nature, 
and that he knew how to adapt his forgeries to the nations among 
which he vented them; nor can it be denied, but the prohibition 
of wine was found generally ufeful, fince it obtained fo ready a 
compliance. 

All nations in the world, my Lords, in every age of which there 
remain any hiftorical accounts, have agreed in the neceffity of laying 
reftraint upon appetite, and fetting bounds to the wantonnefs of luxury; 
every legiflature has claimed and practifed the right of withholding 
thofe pleafures which the people have appeared inclined to ufe to ex- 
cefs, and preferring the fafety of multitudes whom liberty would de- 
ftroy, to the convenience of thofe who would have enjoyed it within 
the limits of reafon and of virtue. 

The welfare of the public, my Lords, has always been allowed the 
fupreme law; and when any governors facrifice the general good 
either to private views, or temporary convenience, they deviate at 
once from integrity and policy, they betray their truft, and neglect 
their intereft. 

The prohibition of thofe commodities which are inftrumental to 
vice, is not only diGtated by policy but nature ; nor does it indeed 
require much fagacity, when the evil is known, to find the proper 
remedy ; for even the Indians, who have not yet reduced the art of 
government to a fcience, nor learned to make long harangues upon 
the different interefts of foreign powers, the neceflity of raifing fup- 
plies, or the importance and extent of manufactures, have yet been 
able to difcover, that diftilled fpirits: are pernicious to fociety, and 
that the ufe of them can only be hindered by prohibiting the fale. 
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For this reafon, my Lords, they have petitioned, that none of this 
delicious poifon fhould be imported from Britain; they have defired 
us to confine this fountain of wickednefs and eae to ftream in our 
own cquntry, without pouring upon them thofe inundations of de- 
bauchery, by which. -we are ourfelves overflowed. 

When we may be fent with juftice to learn from the rude and 
ignorant Indians the firft elements of civil wifdom, we have furely 
not much right to boatt of our forefight and knowledge ; we mutt 
furely confefs, that we have hitherto valued ourfelves upon our arts 
with very little reafon, fince we have not learned how to preferve 

either wealth or virtue, either peace or commerce. | 

The maxims of our politicians, my Lords, differ widely from thofe 
of the Indian favages, as they are the effects of longer confideration, 
and reafonings fatale upon more extenfive views. What Indian, 
my Lords, would have contrived to hinder his countrymen from 
drunkennefs, by placing that liquor in their houfes which tempted 
them to excefs; or would have difcovered, that prohibition only were 
the caufe of boundlefs excefles ; that to fubdue the appetite nothing 
was neceilary but to folicit it; and that what was always offered 

would never be received? The Indians, in the digplicsty of men 
unacquainted with European and Britifh refinements, imagined, that 
to du an end to the ufe of any thing, it was only neceflary to take it 

way; and conceived, that they could not promote fobriety more 
shaw lly, than by allowing the people nothing with which they could 
be drunk. 

But if our politicians fhould fend miflionaries to teach them the art 

f government, they would quickly be thewn, that if they would ac- 
tea their defign, they muft appoint every tenth man among them 
to diftribute {pirits to the nine, and to drink them himfelf in what 
quantity they fhall defire, and that then the peace of their country 
will be no longer difturbed by the quarrels of de bauchery. 

It is indeed not without amazement, that I hear this bill ferioufly 
defended as a {cheme for fupprefling drunkennefs, and find fome 
Lords, who admit that fifty thoufand houfes will be opencd for the 
public fale of fpirits, affert that a lefs quantity of {pirits will be fold. 

The foundation of this opinion is in itfelf very uncertain ; for 
nothing more is urged, but that all who fell under the gare of a 
licence, will be ready to inform againft thofe by whom no licence has 


been Banta: and that therefore fifty thoufand licenfed retailers 


may 
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may hurt a greater number who now fell fpirits in oppofition to the 
law. 

All this, my Lords, is very far from certainty ; for it cannot be 
proved, that there are now fo great a number of retailers as this. act 
may produce : it is likely that fecurity will encourage many to engage 
in this trade, who are at prefent deterred from it by danger. it is 
poffible, that thofe who purchafe licences may neverthelefs forbear te 
profecute thofe that fell fpirits without the protection of the law. 
They may forbear, my Lords, from the common principles of hu~ 
manity, becaufe they think thofe poor traders deferve rather pity than 
punifhment ; they may forbear from a principle that operates more 
frequently, and too often more ftrongly, a regard to their own intereft, 
They may themfelves offend the law by fome other parts of their 
conduét, and may be unwilling to provoke an infpection into their 
own aétions, by betraying officioufly the faults of their neighbours ; 
or they may be influenced by immediate terrors, and expect to be 
hunted to death by the rage of the populace, 

All thefe confiderations may be urged againft the only fuppofition 
that has been made, with any fhew of reafon, in favour of the bill; 
and of thefe various circumftances, fome one or other will almoft al- 
ways be found. Every man will have either fear or pity, becaufe 
almoft every good man is inclined to compaflion, and every wicked 
man is in danger from the law; and 1 do not fee any reafon for 
imagining, that the people will tolerate informers more willingly now 
than ‘in the late years. 

But fuppofe it fhould be granted, though it cannot be certain, and 
has not yet been fhewn to be probable, that the clandeftine trade will 
be interrupted; I am not able to follow thefe minifterial reafoners 
immediately to the confequence which they draw from this conceffion, 
and which muft be drawn from it, if it be of any ufe in the decifion 
of the queftion, nor can fee that the confumption of fpirituous liquors 
will be made lefs. 

Let us examine, my Lords, the premifes and the confequences to- 
gether, without fuffering our attention to be led aftray by ufelefs di- 
greffions. Spirits will be now fold only with licence ! therefore lefs 
will be fold than when it was fold only by ftealth ! 

Surely, my Lords, fuch arguments will not much influence this 
Affembly. Why, my Lords, fhould lefs be bought now than for- 
merly ? It is not denied, that there will be in every place a licenfed 
5 fhop, 
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fhop, where drunkards may riot in fecurity ; and what can be more 
inviting to wretches who place in drunkennefs their utmoft felicity ? 
If you fhould favourably fuppofe no more to be fold, yet why fhould 
thofe who now buy any fuppofed quantity, buy lefs when the reftraint 
is taken away? 

If it be urged, that the prefent law does: in reality impofe no re- 
ftraint, the intended a& will make no alteration. ‘Thereis no real 
prohibition now, there will be no nominal prohibition hereafter ; and 
therefore the law will only produce what its advocates expect from it, 
an yearly addition to the revenue of the government. But, my 
Lords, let us at laft enquire to what it is to be imputed, that the 
prefent law {wells the ftatute book to no purpofe? and why this 
pernicious trade is carried on with confidence and fecurity, in oppo- 
fition to the law? It will not furely be confeffed, that the govern- 
ment has wanted authority to execute its own laws; that the legifla- 
ture has been awed by the populace, by the dregs of the populace, the 
drunkards and the beggars! Yet when the provilions made for the 
execution of a law fo falutary, fo juft, and fo neceflary, were found 
defective, why were not others fubftituted of greater efficacy £ Why, 
when one informer was torn in pieces, were there not new fecurities 
propofed to protect thofe who fhould by the fame offence difpleafe the 
people afterwards ? 

‘The law, my Lords, has failed ofa great part of its effet; but it 
has failed by cowardice on one part, and negligence on another; and 
though the duty, as it was laid, was in itfelf fomewhat invidious, it 
would however have been enforced, could the revenue have gained 
as much by the punifhment as was gained by the toleration of 
debauchery. 

It has however fome effe@ ; it may be imagined, that no man can 
be trufted, where he is not known, and that fome men are known 
too well to be trufted; and therefore many muft be occafionally 
hindered from drinking fpirits, while the law remains in its prefent 
ftate; who, when houfes are (et open by licence, will never want an 
opportunity of complying with their appetites, but may at any time 
enter conhdently, and call for poifon, and mingle with numerous 
aflemblies met only to provoke each other to intemperance by a 
kind of brutal emulation and obftreperous merriment. 

‘This bill therefore, my Lords, is, as it has been termed, only an 
experiment; an experiment, my Lords, of a verv daring kind, which 
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none would hazard but empirical politicians. It is an experiment to 
difcover how far the vices of the populace may be made ufeful to the 
government, what taxes may be raifed upon poifon, and how much 
the Court may be enriched by the deftruction of the fubjects. 

The tendency of this bill is fo evident, that thofe who appeared as 
‘ts advocates have rather endeavoured to defeat their opponents by 
charging their propofals with abfurdity, than by extenuating the ill 
confequence of their own {cheme. 

Their principal charge is, that thofe who oppofe the bill recom- 
mend a total prohibition of all fpirits. This aflertion gives them an 
opportunity of abandoning their own caufe, to expatiate upon the 
innocent ufes of fpirits, of their efficacy in medicine, and their con- 
venience in domeftic bufinefs, and to advancea multitude of pofitions 
which they know will not be denied, but which may be at once made 
ulelefs to them; by afluring them, that no man defires to deftroy the 
diftillery for the pleafure of deftroying it, or intends any thing more 
than fome provifions which may hinder diftilled fpirits from being 
drank by common people upon common occafions. 

Having thus obviated the only anfwer that has hitherto been made 
to the ftrong arguments which have been offered againft the bill, I 
muft declare, that I have heard nothing elfe that deferves an anfwer, 
or that can poffibly make any impreffion in favour of the bill; a bill, 
my Lords, teeming with fedition and idlenefs, difeafes and robberies 5 
a bill that will enfeeble the body, corrupt the mind, and turn the 
cities of this populous kingdom into prifons for villains, or hofpitals 
for cripples; and which I think it therefore out duty to reject. 

Lord LonspALe next {poke to the effect following :-—My Lords, 
the bill, on which we are now finally to determine, is of fuch a tendency 
that it cannot be made a law, without an open and avowed difregard 
of all the rules which it has been hitherto thought the general intereft 
of human nature to preferve inviolable. It is oppofite at once to 
the precepts of the wife, and the practice of the good, to the original 
principles of virtue and the eftablifhed maxims of policy. 

I fhall, however, only confider it with relation to policy, becaufe 
the other confiderations will naturally coincide 5 for policy is only the 
connexion of prudence with goodnefs, and directs only what virtue 
each particular occurrence requires to be immediately praCtifed. 

The firft principle of policy, my Lords, teaches us, that the power 
and greatnefs of a ftate arifes from the number of its people 5 unin- 
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habited dominions are an empty fhow, and ferve only to encumber 

the nation to which they belong ; they are a kind of pompous orna- 

ments, which muft be thrown away in time of danger, and equally 
unfit for refiftance and retreat. 

In the prefent war, my Lords, if the number of our people were 
equal to that of the two nations againft which we are engaged, the 
narrownefs of our dominions would give us a refittlefs fuperiority ; as 
we have fewer pofts to defend, we might fend mote forces to attack 
our enemies, who muft be weak in every part, becaufe they muft be 
difperfed to a very great extent. The torrent of war, as a flood of 
water, is only violent while it is confined, but lofes its force as it js 
amore diffufed. 

In confequence of this maxim, my Lords, it is propofed, that be- 
caufe we are at war againft two mighty powers, we fhall endeavour 
to deftroy by fpirits at home thofe who cannot fall by the fword of the 
enemy, and that we endeavour to hinder the production of another 
generation ; for it is well known, my Lords, and has in this debate 
been univerfally allowed, that the prefent practice of drinking fpirits 
will not only deftroy the prefent race, but debilitate the next, 

This furely, my Lords, is a time at which we ought very ftudi- 
oully to watch over the prefervation of thofe lives which we are not 
compelled to expofe, and endeavour to retrieve the lofles of war by 
encouraging induftry, temperance, and fobriety. | 

Another principle of government which the wifdom of our progeni~ 
tors eftablifhed, was to fupprefs vice with the utmoft diligence ; for 
as vice muft always produce mifery to thofe whom it infects, and 
danger to thofe who are confidered as its enemies, it is contrary to 
the end of government; and the government which encourages vice 
is neceffarily labouring for its own deftruction ; for the good will not 
fupport it, becaufe they are not benefited by it, and the wicked will 
betray it, becaufe they are wicked. 

How little then, my Lords, do our fagacious politicians underftand 
their own intereft by promoting drunkennefs and luxury, of which 


‘the natural train of confequences are idlenefs, neceflity, wickednefs, 


defperation, fedition, and anarchy! How little do they underftand 

what it is that gives ftability to the fabrick of our conftitution, if 

they imagine it can long ftand, when it is not fupported by virtue, 
In confequence of thefe maxims, another may be advanced, that 
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all trades which tend to impair either the health or virtue of the 
people, 
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people, fhould be interdicted ; for fince the ftrength of the commu- 
nity confifts in the number and the happinefs of the people, no trade 
deferves to be cultivated which does not contribute to the one 
or the other ; for the end of trade, as of all other human attempts, is 
the attainment of happinefs. 

If any trade that conduces not to the happinefs of the community by 
increafing either the number or the virtue of the people, be induftri- 
oufly cultivated, the legiflature ought to fupprefs it; if any manu- 
facture that adminifters temptations to wickednefs be flourifhing and 
extenfive, it has already been too long indulged ; and the govern- 
ment can atone for its remifinefs only by rigorous inhibition, fevere 
profecutions, and vigilant enquiries. 

That the trade of diftilling, my Lords, had advanced fo faft among 
us, that our manufaturers of poifon are arrived at the utmoft degree 
of {kill in their profeffion, and that the draughts which they prepare 
are greedily f{wallowed by thofe who rarely look beyond the prefent 
moment, or enquire what price mutt be paid for the prefent gratifica~ 
tion; that the people have been fo long accuftomed to daily ftupe- 
faGtion; that they are become mutinous, if they are reftrained from 
it ; and that the law which was intended to fupprefs their luxury-can- 
not, without tumults and bloodfhed, be put in execution, are, in my 
opinion, very affecting confiderations, but they can furely be of no 
ufe for the defence of this bull. 

The more extenfive the trade of diftilling, the more muft fwallow 
the poifon which it affords; the more palatable the liquor is made, 
the more dangerous is the temptation ; and the more corrupt the 
people are become, the more urgent is the neceffity of extirpating 
thofe that have corrupted them. 

I am not, my Lords, lefs convinced of the importance of trade, 
than thofe Lords who have fpoken in the moft pathetic language for 
the continuance of the manufacture; but my regard for trade na- 
turally determines me to vote againft a bill by which idlenefs, the 
peft of commerce, muft be encouraged, and thofe hands, by which 
our trade is to be carried on, muft be firft enfeebled and foon after- 
wards deftroyed. 

Nor is this kind of debauchery, my Lords, lefs deftructive to the 
intereft of thofe whofe riches -confift in lands, than of thofe who are 
engaged in commerce; for it undoubtedly hinders the confumption 
of almoft every thing that land can produce; of that corn which 
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fhould be made into bread, and brewed into more wholefome drink 5 
of that flefh which is fed for the market, and even of that wool which 
fhould be worked into cloth. It has been often mentioned ludi- 
croufly, but with too much truth, that ftrong liquors are to the meaner 
people, meat, drink and clothes; that they depend upon them alone 
for fuftenance and warmth, and that they defire to forget their wants 
in drunkennefs rather than fupply them. If we therefore examine 
this queftion with regard to trade, we fhall find, that the money 
which is fpent in drunkennefs for the advantage only of one diftiller, 
would fupport, if otherwife expended, a great number of labourers, 
hufbandmen, and traders; fince one man employed at the fti!l may 
fupply with the means of debauchery fuch numbers, as could not be 
furnifhed with innocent victuals and warm clothes, but by the in- 
duftry of many hands, and the concurrence of many trades. 

Numbers, my Lords, are neceflary to fuccefs in commerce as in 
war; if the manufadturers be few, labour will be dear, and the value 
of the commodity muft always be proportioned to the price of labour. 

Thefe, my Lords, are the arguments by which I have hitherto 
been incited to oppofe this bill, which I have not found that any of 
its defenders can elude or repel ; for they content themfelves with a 
cowardly conceffion to the multitude, allow them to proceed in wick- 
ednefs, confefs they have found themfelves unable to oppofe their 
fovereign pleafure, or to withhold them from purfuing their own in- 
clinations; and therefore have fagacioufly contrived a fcheme, by 
which they hope to gain fome advantage from the vices which they 
cannot reform. 

But who, my Lords, can, without horror and indignation, héar 
thofe who are entrufted with the care of the public, contriving to 
take advantage of the ruin of their country? 

Let others, my Lords, vote as their confciences will dire&@ them, 
I fhall likewife follow the dictates of my heart, and fhall avoid any 
concurrence with a {cheme, which though it may for a time benefit 
the government, muit deftroy the ftrength and virtue of the people, 
and at once impair our trade and depopulate our country. 

Lord Carrerert then rofe up, and fpoke in fubftance as follows: 
—My Lords, the warmth with which this debate has been hitherto 
carried on, and with which the progrefs of this bill has been oppofed, 
is, in my opinion, to be imputed to ftrong prejudices, formed when 
the queition was firft propofed; by which the noble Lords have been 
incited 
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incited to warm declamations and violent invectives; who having 
onte heated ‘their minds with fufpicions, have not been able to con- 
fider the propofitions before them with calmnefs and impartiality ; 
but have! purfued their firft notions, and have employed their elo- 
quence in difplaying the abfurdity of pofitions never advanced, and 
the mifchief of confequences which will never be produced. 

It is firft to be confidered, my Lords, that this bill is intended, not 
to promote, but to hinder, the confumption of {pirituous liquors ; it 
is therefore by no means neceflary to expatiate upon that which is 
prefuppofed in the bill, the pernicious quality of {pirits, the deteftable 
nature of drunkennefs, the wickednefs or miferies which are pro- 
duced by it. - Almoft all that has been urged by the noble Lords who 
have fpoken with the ereateft warmth againft the bill, may reafonably 
be conceived to have been advanced for it by thofe who projected it; 
of whom it may be juftly imagined, that they were fully convinced 
how much fpirits were abufed by the common people, and how much 
that abufe contributed to the wickednefs which at prefent prevails 
among{t us, fince they thought it neceflary to prevent them by a 
new law. 

But, my Lords, when they faw, that the abufe of diftilled liquors 
was in avery high degree detrimental to the public, they faw hke- 
wife, that the trade of diftilling was of great ufe; that it employed 
ereat numbers of our people, and confumed a great part of the pro- 
duce of our lands; and that therefore it could not be fupprefled, 
without injuring the public, by reducing many families to fudden 
poverty, and by depriving the farmers of a market for a great part of 
their corn. In the plains of ‘the Weftern part of this ifland, the 
grain that is chiefly cultivated is barley, and that barley is chiefly 
confumed by the diftillers; nor, if they fhould be at once fupprefied, 
could the hufbandman readily fell the produce of his labour and his 
grounds, or the landlord receive rent from his eftate ; fince it would 
then produce nothing, or what is in effect the fame, nothing that 
could be fold. 

It is indeed poflible, my Lords, that the Dutch might buy it; but 
then it muft be confidered, that we muft:pay them money for the 
favour, fince we allow a premium upon exportation, and that we 
fhall buy it back again in fpirits, and confequently pay them for 
manufacturing our own product. For it is not to be imagined, that 
any law will immediately reclaim the difpofitions, or reform the 
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appetites of the people. ‘They are well known to have drank fpirits 
before they were made in our country, and to indulge themfelves at 
prefent in many kinds of luxury which are yet loaded with a very high 
tax. It is not therefore probable, that upon the impofition of a high 
duty they will immediately defift from drinking {pirits ; they will in- 
deed, as now, drink thofe which can be moft eafily procured ; and if, 
by a high tax fuddenly impofed, foreign fpirits be made cheaper than 
our own, foreign fpirits will only be ufed, our diftillery will be de- 
ftroyed, and our people will yet not be reformed. 

That heavy taxes will not deter the people from any favourite en- 
joyment, has been already fhewn by the unfuccefsfulnefs of the lat 
attempt to reftrain them from the ufe of {pirits, and may be every day 
difcovered from the ufe of tobacco, which is univerfally taken by the 
common people, though a very high duty is laid upon it, and though 
a King thought it fo pernicious that he employed his pen againft it. 
The Commons therefore prudently forbore to ufe violent meafures, 
which might difguft the people, but which they had no reafon to be- 
lieve fufficient to reform them, and thought it more expedient to 
proceed by more gentle methods, which might operate by impercepti- 
ble degrees, and which might be made more forcible and compulfive, 
if they fhould be found ineffectual. 

Another evil will by this method likewife be avoided, which is the 
certain confequence of high duties; this tax will produce no clan- 
deftine frauds nor rebellious defiance of the legiflature, the diftillers 
will not be tempted to evade this impoft by perjuries, too often 
practifed where the profit of them is great, nor fmugelers to aflemble 
in numerous troops with arms in their hands, and carry imported 
liquors through the country by force, in oppofition to the officers of 
the cuftoms, and the laws of the nation. ‘That this likewife js 
practifed upon other occafions to efcape heavy taxes, all the weekly 
papers inform us ; nor are there many months in which fome of the 
King’s officers are not maimed or murdered doing of their duty. 

All thefe evils, my Lords, and a thoufand others, will be avoided 
by an eafy tax; in favour of which I cannot but wonder, that it 
fhould be neceffary to plead fo long, fince every nation, which has 
any pretenfion to civility or a regular government, will agree, that 
heavy impofts are not to be wantonly inflicted, and that feverity is. 
never to be practifed till lenity has failed. 
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It therefore appears to me, my Lords, that juftice, reafon, and 
experience, unite in favour of this bill; and that nothing is to be 
feared from it, but that it will not be fufficiently coercive, nor re 
{train the abufe of fpirits fo much as is hoped by thofe that have ftood 
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up imits vindication. ‘That it can encourage drunkennefs, or in- 
creafe the confumption of diftilled liquors, is furely impofiible; for 
they are now drunk without reftraint; and therefore no reftraint will 
be taken away: and fince their price muft be increafed by a double 
duty, it may reafonably be conceived, that thofe who now fpend all 
that they can gain by their labour in drunkennefs, muft be content 
with lefs than before, becaufe they will have no more to fpend ; and 
what has hitherto enabled them to riot in debauchery, will no longer 
be fufficient for the fame purpofes ; the fame excefs will require more 
money, and more money cannot be had. 

I do not affirm, my Lords, that the fuccefs of this bill is demon- 
ftrably certain; nor can I deny that many arguments have been al- 
ledged againft it which cannot eafily be confuted ; all that I can ven- 
ture to aflert is, that, in my opinion, the reafons for the bill prepon- 
derate, not that thofe again/? it, are without weight. 

Of this, at leaft, we are certain, that the bill can produce no ill 
confequences; and that if the ae of the enfuing year fhall 
fhew it to be ineffectual, it may be amended in the next> feffion by 
new provifions, which we fhall be then more able to adjuft for the 
benefit of the public. 

__All laws, efpecially thofe which regard complicated and intricate 
affairs, have been perfected by degrees; experience has difcovered 
thofe deficiencies which fagacity could not forefee, and the progrefs 
of human wifdom has. been always flow. ‘Vo charge any fcheme 
with imperfection, is only to alledge that it is the production of men, 
of beings finite in their capacity, and liable to error: nor do I fee 
what can be recommended to fuch beings, more than what the go-_ 
vernment is now endeavouring to practife, that nothing fhould be 
done precipitately, and that experience fhould always be trufted ra- 
ther than conjecture. 

Lord Lonspate next {poke to the effedt following :—My Lords, 
The arguments of the noble Lord have by’no means influenced me 
to alter my opinion; nor do 1 now rife’ up to pronounce a recanta- 
tion of any of my former aflertions,-but to explain one of them 
which, the noble Lord has been pleafed to controvert, 
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He obferves, in oppofition to my argument, that the diftillery con- 
tributes to the confumption of the produce of our grounds, and by 
confequence to the advantage of thofe who poffefs them ; but I, my 
Lords, am inclined to believe that it produces a contrary effect, and 
that it hinders the confumption, even of that grain which is em= 
ployed in it. 

We may reafonably fuppofe, my Lords, that they who now drink 
diftilled liquors, would, if they were debarred from them, endeavour 
to obtain from ale and beer the fame renovation of their vigour, and 
relaxation of their cares; and that therefore more ale would be 
brewed, as there would be more purchafers: if therefore the fame 
quantity of malt, which is fufficient, when diftilled, to produce in- 
toxication, would, when brewed into ale, have the fame effect, the 
confumption would ftill be the fame, whether ale or fpirits were in 
ufe; but it is certain, that the fourth part of the malt which is ne- 
ceflary to furnifh ale for a debauch, will, when exalted in the ftill, be 
fufficient to fatisfy the moft greedy drunkard; and it is therefore 
evident, that he who drinks ale, confumes more barley by three parts 
in four than he who indulges the ufe of {pirits, fuppofing them both 
equally criminal in the excefs of their enjoyments. 

‘The noble Lord has taken occafion to mention tobacco, as an 
inftance of the obftinacy with which the people perfevere in a prac~ 
tice to which they are addi€ted. Of the obftinacy of the people, my 
Lords, I am fufficiently convinced ; but hope that it will never be 
able to overpower the legiflature, who ought to enforce their laws, 
and invigorate their efforts in proportion to the atrocioufnefs of the 
corruption which they are endeavouring to extirpate: nor doI think 
fo meanly of government, as to believe it unable to reprefs drunken- 
nefs or luxury, or in danger of being fubverted in a conteft about 
{pirits or tobacco. si 

Tobacco, indeed, has not properly been produced as an inftance ¢ 
for I never heard, that however it may be difapproved by particular 
men, of whatever rank or abilities, it was prohibited by law nor 
fhould I think any fuch prohibition neceflary or reafonable + for to= 
bacco, my Lords, is net potfon, like diftilled fpirits, nor is the ufe 
of it fo much injurious to health, as offenfive to delicacy. 

The poifonous and deftructive quality of thefe liquors is confefled 
by the noble Lord, a confeffion with which I find it very difficule:te 
reconcilé 
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recoticile his folicitude for the diftillery ; for when it is once granted, 
that {pirits corrupt the mind, weaken the limbs, impair virtue, and 
fhorten life, any arguments in favor of thofe who manufacture them 
come too late, fince no advantage can be equivalent to the lofs of 
honefty and life. ‘When the noble Lord has urged that the diftillery 
employs great numbers of hands, and therefore ought to be encou- 
raged, may it not, upon his own conceffion, be replied, that thofe 
numbers are employed in murder, and that their trade ought, like 
that of other murderers, to be ftopped >—-When he urges that much 
of our grain is confumed in the ftill, may we not an{wer, and anfwer 
irrefiftibly, that it is confumed by being turned into poifon, inftead 
of bread? And can a ftronger argument be imagined for the fup- 
preflion of this deteftable bufinefs, than that it employs multitudes, 
and that it is gainful and extenfive? 

Nor can I difcover, my Lords, how the care of preferving the 
diftillery is confiftent with the ends which the preamble in this bill 
declares to be propofed, or which the advocates for it appear to 
defire. If the confumption of diftilled {pirits is to be hindered, how 
is the diftillery to remain uninjured? If the trade of diftilling is not 
to be impaired, what fhall hinder the confumption of fpirits? So far 
as this bill operates, the diftillers muft be impoverifhed by it ; and 
if they may properly and juftly fuffer a {mall diminution of their 
profit for a fmall advantage to the public, why will not a greater 
benefit be equivalent to a greater diminution? 

Nothing, my Lords, is more apparent, than that the real defign 
of this bill, however its defenders may endeavour to conceal it in the 
mift of fophiftry, is to lay only fuch a tax as may increafe the reve- 
nue; and that they have no defire of fuppreffing that vice which may 
be made ufeful to their private purpofe, nor feel any regret to fill the 
exchequer by the flaughter of the people. 

Lord Aviesrorp then rofe up, and fpoke to the following pur- 
pofe :—My Lords, The noble Lord who fpoke laft in defence of this 
new {cheme, appears to have imbibed very ftrong prejudices in favour 
of the diftillery, from which he finds it praéticable to draw large 
{ums for the fupport of the meafures which have been aiready formed, 
and which he therefore confiders as the moft important and benefi- 
cial trade of the Britifh nation. 

It is not improbable, my Lords, that in a fhort time all the pro- 
vifions which have been made by the-provifion of our anceftors for 
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the fupport, of the woollen manufacture, will be transferred for the 
encouragement of the diftillery, which appears to be at prefent the 
reigning favourite; for it is evident, that both manufactures cannot 
fubfift together, and that either myft be continued by the ruin of 
the other. 

Of thefe rivals, which is doomed to fall, we may conjecture from 
the encomium juft now beftowed ‘upon the prudence of the Com- 
mons, by whom the darling diftillery has been fo tenderly treated ; 
yet that the trade, in which the bounty of nature has enabled us to 
excelall other nations of the world, may not be fuffered to perifh in 
filerice, I will take this opportunity to declare, that this boafted pru- 
dence can, in my opinion, produce no other effects than poverty 
and ruin, private calamities, and general wickednefs ; that by en- 
couraging drunkennefs at the expence of trade, it will ftop all the 
currents by which the gold of foreign nations has flowed upon us, 
and expofe us to conqueit, and to flavery. 

Thus ended this memorable debate. ‘The queftion being put, was 
determined in favour of the bill by 57 againft 38. 


~~. 


hed. 
lt 

& 

aly 


Ss LSS 


ig ee Se ee = 
= 


UALS LSI TST SIS ETS SSIS STS US SISISISTSS SSIS ISIS 1S 


SALES USS "oO TE SiS 


a Se vn an nn Me err 


de a ee 


ia 


rare 
wok 


= 
sal m 


is 


: 
: of 
Sar Ga - 


Saree amore Ms 


eins 
eS § 


* _ his RT some 8 ; en eat Maw je ey DT EOE. eee eit, Be SOEs ms . 2 
TT as et Sane : ze Seite) 


: ater <— a Z Macin cite p= ie EP 
ri # beens RS ad so era % oa nk a5 Sa TR RR a ta ee, Saas re REE em * 


- AS RTe ya: yO aes 4 =, i E. * 9) 1, ” Ge Bho “Ne v3 .y re V/<De a ala 
Pie ACD? ae? 2 “ay i gk ~~ Ose eS yO ss pe 2A Oy eK Hee! oe a mE Ear : en 


=. 


you 
eae 


% 


Ho OO 


- 


i) 
See 


4 
s 


hy 
7 ee 
Hele 4 


EGS 


ae 
if 


\ 
@s 


‘ 
J 
? 
EB Wo% 
&4 y 


cs 
DMA 


a 
6 


* 
et 
¥ of 


3 


é ‘oo ; BPX igi a 
ay - ‘ ; 2 ee OF nate 
a2 P - /; . S f ; 3 J ; 
ee 3% : " : : ‘ 5 2 - e + 


tar 


a 


_ 2 TR OITA BOD OIE LOB OLE DIED wren Bae 


. See SS eek PME eee rps ae 


a 


SRS EN CI ne TR EE Seer a 


antl 


